FIRST

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

SANITARY COMMISSIONER FOR BENGAL

FOR 1868.

WITH SELECTED Fxrnacfs
FROM FORTY PIE’FRIGT )‘:{EP:::RTE; SPECIAL

ﬁEMﬁRKE ON THESE] PEHERAL PEEER‘.?A:IIDHE REGARDING

FANITATIDH IN ﬁENGAL; ]&PPEHDIE.EE,

%c. @c.

Calcuwtfn:

PRINTED BY WILLIAM JONES, AT THE ALIPORE JAIL PRESS,

1868.



( 206 )

goree, but information will also be given, as far as it has been gathered,
about the new district.

Deeidedly healthy—The condition of Julpigoree eannot be said either
to have. deteriorated or improved ; no data exist on which to found a precise
answer, but such s the opinion of Colonel 1Iaughton, an experienced officer
and shrewd observer, to whom I am greatly indebted for much of what
follows :

Abstract from the Dispensary Returns of 1867-68.

g
o
JULPIGORER. | TiTaryam. Bopa, 3 =
- £
; s o REMARES,
S
e
. g e
| 1567, | 1865, | Total, 1867, 1&488. | Tolal. 1864, s a 8
= ry B
s &y
e I 1
Fever, Intermittent 326 | 244 G10 570 432 | 1,002 03 ) 1915 20 ITha TDoda
o 3 Dispensury
0T Itih
Diarrhwea ... s 14 40 tis 4 Ah 7 13 154 2 July 1864,
Dysentery ... e 15 L T Hi H) it} 27 151 e
Ehenmatism_,, 53 39 b | ] a7 ]7 45 a7 9
Syphilis, Gonorrbaw . 46 60 165 4} 41 sl 6 282 4
Cholera ... 0] 4 4| 6 6 12 g 2| 4
Small-pox .., 0 it (] 1 [} 1 0 1 0l
Splecn discaso - 40 #l1 130 7 03 137 &1 344 8
Bronchoceela i 15 H an o by 12 6 40 50
1
Bronchitis and Asthma,,. M| K 1k 24 G a5 20 urg -4
skin direases 104 40 150 1556 149 304 114 by 0
Tleera and Abseesses £} A 113 41 bl L a1 236 30"
OMMher causes - k| b1 it I 441 428 a12 S0 | 2162 | 3%
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« No diseases are peculiar to this locality. Bronchocele is rather
common ; cases of leprosy and clephantiasis are met with, but not in any
remarkable number.  Towards the hills, the natives suffer from the bites of an
insect called the pipse which causes small uleers. The medical officer of the
41st Native Infantry at Buxa, writes me that a considerable number of the
sepoys ol that regiment have been incapacitated from duty, temporarily, from
that canse. 1 don’t know the species of inseet. Bites and injuries of tigers,
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pigs, rhinoceros, though hardly falling under the head of disease, are very
¢ ommon here.

There has bLeen no exceptional sickness in 1868,

The distriet participates in the nature of the rest of Lower Bengul
in the prevalence of fevers, mainly at the breaking np of the rains; and ol
bowel complaints and eruptive diseases, during the hot water. In the egld
weather, with a high range of temperature, and cold nights, dysentery is
very eommon. Rheumatic affeetions are said to be worse during the hot
weather, This may be owing to the great range of temperature, amounting
[requently to 30°.

I can get no salisfactory account of {he health of the Police. They are scat-
tered about the district, and a register only kept el the sick at head quarters, a
fraction of the total sick. In 1868 the dmly average sick was about 30 in a force
of 300, and the Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge gives only one death for the
whole force, The following {able illustrates the health of the 6th Bengal
Light Tnfantry in 1867and 1868, 1 don’t give 1866 because the men earried with
them into Julpigoree many relies of the Bhoolan campaign, in the form of
seurvy, fevers, and, inpaired constitutions :—

Statistics of the Gth Bengal Light Infuntry for 1867-G8, contrasted.

1567 1868.
Strength (II) present 517 (LI) absent 78 (I11)

"Total 595 oo | (I) 562 (T1) 80 (IIT) G2
Admission 800 veo | 879
Admission, present of strength (IT) per annum

154-7... 156G-4
Deaths (I) in hospital 7 (L) elsewhere 6 ... (I1) 6 (II) 3
Deaths per cent. of strength (I) 1,351 (H]

7,692 (I11) 2,185. e co {(I) 1,067 (IT) 375 (I11) 1,402
Deaths, average sick 23, constant sick per

cent 4°8 pus 326 a8
Average No. of days lost by each 17 21
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