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X1. RHINO-
CEROS,

gg. Two-pORME D,

FLACE:

RHINOCEROS

With one, fometimes two, large horns on the nofe.
Each Loof cloven into three parts,

Rhinoceros cornu geming. Martial fpec- P 103,

tar. ofs 22, PhTr Abr. iz, jao0. Flacours, bif, Madag. 395. D B’:’fﬁ“*
xi. g0, £ Tr. woll lvi. 32, raks il xie 186, Loba, Al 230,
Kolben, 11, 1071, Rhinoceros bicorniz, Lin. jif. 104- Dr,

Sparman, Steck. wetttk, Handl. 1778, s LEV. Mus.
H. with two horns, one placed beyend the other, Length of
the fore horn of one in the Ph. Tranf, twenty inches, of the
fecond horn nineteen; but they vary in fizes. Upper lip (hort,
reaching but a little way over the lower ; no fore teeth. The fkin
without any plice or folds; much granulated or warty ; of a deep
cinereous grey. Between the legs (mooth, and fleth-colored. In
other parts are a few fcattered (Hff briftles, moft numerous about
the ears and end of the tail. Tail thick as a thumb : convex
above and below : flatted on the fides. Feet no more in diameter
than the legs: but the three hoofs proje forward. Soles cal-
lous,

Inhabits Africa, Obferved firlk by Flacowrt, in the bay of
Saldazne, near the Cape. Within thefe few years by Mr. Spar-
man, a learned Sowvede, at fome diftance N. of that promontory.
He, with the laudable perfeverance of a naturalilt, watched the
arrival of thofe and other animals at a muddy water, whither the

wild beafts refort to quench their thirft, and fome to indulge, in

that hot climate, in rolling in the mud. 1In that fpot hie thot two

of thefe animals : one was fo large that the united force of five
men could not turn it. The lefler he meafured: its length
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RHINOCEROSE,

was eleven feet and a half, the girth twelve: the height, between
fix and feven.

The fkin is quite naked, very ftrong and thick, but is eafily
penetrated with an iron bullet: one of lead is flatten’d againft
the hide. The Hottentots at prefent always kill thefe animals by a
mulguet fhot, and the fkin is capable of being transfixed with the
launce or dart. The Hotrentors ufually halten the death of the
Rhinoceros, by taking care to poifon the weapon,

This {pecies {eems to agree in manners with the following. Its
flefh 1s eatable, and taftes like coarfe pork. Cups are made of
the horns; and of the hide, whips. Its food is boughs of trecs,
which it bites into bits of the fize of a finger. It feeds allfo much
on fucculent plants, efpecially the ftinking fapelia, and a fpecies
of Stebe called the Siwde Rbinoceroris.

It continues during day in a ftate of reft. In the evenings
and mornings (perhaps the whole night) wanders in quelt of
food : or in {fearch of places to roll in.

Has no voice, only a fort of fnorting, which was obferved in
females anxious for their young,

Its dung is like that of borfes. It has a great propenfity to
cleanlinels, dropping its dung and urine only in particular places.

Its fenfe of fight is bad. Thole of hearing and (melling very
exquifite: the left noife or fecent puts it in motion. It inftantly
runs to the fpot from which thofe two fenfes take the alarm.
Whatfoever it meets with in its courle, it overturns and tramples
on. Men, oxen, and waggons, have thus been overturned, and
fometimes deftroyed. It never returns to repeat the charge ; but
keeps on its way: {o that a fenfelefs impulle, more than rage,

{feems the caufe of the mifchief it does.
5 This
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RHINOCEROS,

This was the f{pecies defcribed by Martial, under the name of
RuiNocERos corsn peming: who relates its combat wich the Bear,

Namque gravem geming cornu fic extolit urfom,
Jaltat ut impofitas taures in aftra pilas ®,

In fact, the Romans procured their Rbivoceroffs from Africa only,
which was the reafon why they are reprefented with double horns.
That figured in the Premeffiive pavement, and that on a coio of
Domitian, have two horns: that which Pasfawics+ defcribes un-
der the name of Zihigpian Bull had one horn on the nofe, and
another leffer higher up: and Gofmas Epypiins ¥, who uavelled
into Atbiopia, in the reign of Fufinian, alfo atiributes to it the
fame number: whereas Pliny, who defcribes the Indian kind,
juftly gives it but a fingle horn. Cofinas, vol. Il p. 334, fays,
that its fkin was fo thick and hard, that the #tbiopians ploughed
with it, and that they called the animal Arg and Harifi: the laft
fignifying the figure of the noftrils, and the ufe made of the fkin,
He adds, that when the beaft is quiefcent, the horns are loofe, bue
in its rage become firm and immoveable. This is confirmed by
Dottor Sparman, whe obferved that they were fixed to the head,
or rather nofe, by a ftrong apparatus of finews and mufcles, {oas

to give the animal the power of giving a fteady fixture whenever
occafion demands.

Auguffes introduced a rhinoceros (probably of this kind) inte
the fhews, on occafion of his triumph over Clopatra .

® Bpett. Epag. 2a. + ixi ge 1 Tom. il 334. | Dies Cafius, ik, lis
M’r‘




RHINOCEROS

M. Brue's figure of & Ribiwsceros lies * under fome fufpicion of
being molt faithfully copied from the fingle horned fpecies of M.
de Buffont, with the long upper lip and every characteriftic fold
and plait: bur by the addition of another horn, it becomes
Bicoruis; and, as Mr. Bruce very jultly twice oblerves, the firft
drawing of the kind ever prefented to the public}. So true
is the old faying, Sewper alignid novi Arricam afferre!

I am indebted to Mr. Paterjon for my hgure of the two-
horned fpeciss: 1t does not differ materially from chat by Doc-
vor Sparuian, unlels 1 the lateral marks that ditinguilh the former:
and feem no more than a loolenels of fkin. M. Allowand had
engraved the fame animal from a drawing communicated to
him by Col. Gordon, the great explover of Caffraria; and M. dr
Buffon again copied his plate from a drawing, in which the
loofenefs of the fkin on the fides is far betwer exprefied ||,

I will not quir the fubjelt till 1 have laid before the public
my realons to imaging that this fpecies is not confined to Afiua.
Mr. William Hudf3x, with bis ufual friendfhip, communicated te
me the following remark of Mr. Charles Miller, who was long
refident 10 Swwmatra: © | never faw but two of the two-horned
* Rbiioceros; bur I believe they are not uncommon in the ifland,
¢ buc are very fhy, which is the reafon they are but feldom
¢ feen. 1 was once within twenty yards of one. It had not
¢ any appearance of folds or plaits on the fkin; and had a finaller
¢ horn refembling the greater, and, like that, a litle turned in-
¢ ward, The figure given by Doftor Sparman 15 a faithful re-
¢ {umblance of that | faw,"

* Vol. v. b, p. B3, 4 Vaol. xi. tab. vii.
T Vol v, p. 80. 87, H De Buffor Supplem, vi. 78, tab. V.
Vor. L. X Rhinoceros.
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RHINOCEROCS

Rhinoceros. Fliwr fd. viine . 200 Gef  Rlanoceros or Abbades. Linfhotten fiin.
mer guad. Bgr. Kai fw. quad. 122, g6, Bowtjes ludig. go.  Forei bif.
Klein quad. 260 Grew’s mufeom, 29. Cociin-Cliina: 707 u Halde China,
Horm, mnfe 336, De Baffor, x1. 174, 1, 120, Faunnl, Simens,
rab. vih Brifer guad. 73. Pk Tr. BRhinoceres unicernis, Liw. Gf. 104,
A dx. g3, Sclreber, 1. 44 tab, Edrw. 2210 v Maft A Maf, Liew,

Lexevini. Mus.

H. with a fingle horn, placed near the end of the nofe, fome-
times three fect and a half long; black and fmooth: the
upper lip long, hangs over the lower, ends in a point; Is very
pliable, and ferves to collect its food, and deliver ic into the
mouth: the noftrils placed tranfverfely: four cutting teeth; one
on each corner of each jaw. Six grinders in each; the firlt re-
mote from the cutting teeth, The ears large, ereft, pointed:
eyes fmall and dull: the fkin naked, rough, or tuberculated,
thick and {trong, lying abeut the neck in valt felds; there is
another fold from the fhoulders to the fore-legs; another from the
hind part of the back to the thighs: the tail is flender, flatted at
the end, and covered on the fides with very {tiff thick black hairs :
the belly hangs low : the legs fhort, ftrong, and thick : the hoofs
divided into three parts; each pointing forward.,

Thofe which have been brought to Ewrope have been young
and fmall: Boutins fays, that in refpedt to bulk of bady, they
equal the elephant, but are lower on account of the fhortnels of
the legs.

Inhabits Bengal, Sianmt, Cochin-China, Quangff in Chiva, and the
les of Fova and Swmatra; loves fhady forefts, the neighborhood

of rivers, and marthy places: fond of wallowing in mire, like
the
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EFHINOCEROS,

the hog; is faid by that means to give fhelter in the folds of its
fkin to fcorpions, centipes, and other infeéts. Is afolitary animal:
brings one young at a time, very folicitous about it: quiet and
inoffenfive; but when provoked, furious: very {wift, and wvery
dangerous: 1 know a gentleman ® who had his belly ripped up by
one, but {urvived the wound. Is dull of fight; but has a molk
exquifite fcent: feeds on vegetables, particularly fhrubs, broomi,
and thiftles: gronrs like a hog: is faid to confort with the tiger;
a fable, founded en their common attachment to the fides of
rivers, and on that account are fometimes found near each other,

It is faid, when it has flung down a man, to lick the flelh quire
from the bone with its tongue: this is impoflible, as the tongue
iz quite mooth; that which wounded the gentleman, retired in-
ftantly after the ftroke.

Its flefh is eaten; the fkin, the fleth, hoofs, teeth, and very
dung, uled in Iudia medicinally; the horn is in greac repute as
an antidote againft poifont, efpecially that of a virgin Abbada
cups are made of them, which are fuppoled to communicate the

virtue to the liquor poured into them,

Is the unicorn of oLy wriT, and Judian afs of Aiferle}, who
fays, it has bur ene horn; his informers might well compare
the clumfy fhape of the Rbisoceros to that of an als, fo that the
philefopher might eafily be induced to pronounce it a whole-
footed animal, I may add, that #lias, fb. iv, c 22, atiributes
the fame alevipbarmic qualities to the horn of the fudiar afs, as

® Clarles Pigaty Efqy of Peplor, Shropfbive, at that time in the Tadia fervice,
+ It was not every horn that had this virtue: fome were held very cheep, while
nthers take 2 vail price.

T Bif, A, b i w
XN 2 are
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RHINOCEROS.

are afcribed to that of the Rbinorerss. This was alfo the fira
monoceros of Pliny*; which was of India, the fame country with
this animal; and in his account of the monroceros, he exaftly
defcribes the great black horn and the hog-like tail, The wwi-
gorn of Hory wriT has all the properties of the Rbimoceras, rage,
untameablenefs, great fwiftnefs, and great firength.

Various animals were ityled monoceros and wnicoraiz, probably
from the accident of having loft one of their horns.  Thus Piiay
mentions a bos widcornis, and sryy maicorse,  Any of the great {trait-
horned antelopes, fuch as the Frdian, IN* 22, deprived of one horn,
would make an excellent wwicorn, and anfwer to the figure given
of it: for on fuch an accident the fable feems to be founded,
when the word is not applied to the Rbisoceros,

The combats between the Elephant and Rhinoceros, a fable,
derived from Pliny.

An entire Rbinocerss was found buried in a bank of a Siderian
river, in the antient frozen foil, with the fkin, tendons, and fome
of the fleth in the highelt prefervation. This fact, incredible as it
15 at firft fizht, is given, not ealy en the beft anthority +: but,
as an evidence, the complete head is now preferved in the
Mufenam at Peterfbury: the body was dilcoversd in 1742, in
the fandy banks of the Hitim, a river falling into the Lems
below Fakutff, in N, lat, 64, and a molt ample account of it
civen by that able naturalilt Doftor Parras, to whom this
work is under fuch frequent obligations,

* Lib. il ¢ 21, 4+ Dr Parvas, NMov. Com, Peap, xvil, 585, tab. xv.

Four
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