


Figure 1-Black rhinoceros two minutes af
ter M-99 was injected by means of a pro
jectile syringe. 

INTERDIGITAL CORNS (CONT'D) 

For three days the rhinoceros continued 
to show tenderness in both front feet and 
stayed off its feet more than usual. After a 
short recovery period, the animal walked 
with no visible lameness or irritation. 

Discussion 

Histologically, the mass had the configura-

Figure 3-Normal foot of 
a black rhinoceros . 

Figure 2-The sedated rhinoceros is 
pulled into lateral recumbency. 

tion of a papilloma, with the epithelial layer 
producing horn (Figures 6 & 7). 

A papilloma is a benign epithelial neo· 
plasm. Usually it grows from a stratified 
squamous surface. 1 Papillomas consist of 
numerous papillae. They have cores of fi· 
brous connective tissue that provide the 
blood vessels which supply necessary 
nutrients. 1 

Papillomas may be divided into two 
types, squamous and fibrous. Squamous 
papillomas are architecturally similar to in· 





INTERDIGITAL CORNS (CONTD) 

but whether these rocks caused the papillo
mas could not be determined. 

Papillomas do recur at the same site with 
some regularity. More curettage was neces
sary 26 months later when further growth 
and . lameness developed. The same proce
dure was followed and the animal was again 
walking well within one week. At the same 

rate of recurrence, curettage may be required 
again in two years. 
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Figures 6 & 7-Histological sections of the excised mass resem
bling a papilloma (x100 and x400, respectively). 
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