





Allhuman societies, past and present, have coexisted with populations of
animals of one or many species. Thisissue of the Unesco Courier explores
some of the many dimensions of the relationships which have arisen from
this coexistence at different times and in different cultures. The articles on
the following pages may raise more questions than they answer, since
human attitudes to the animal world have been so diverse, and so often
replete with mystery, paradox and ambiguity. The very question “What is
an animal?” produces answers which differ from one culture to another,
and definitions of animality, whether “folk” or “scientific”, reveal much
about the ways in which the definers see themselves. The lovable animal of
one culture may be the unwanted pest of another. Modern industrial
society may seem no stranger to ambivalence in this field when it lavishes
affection on pets yet tolerates the cruelty of intensive forms of conveyor-
belt husbandry. And even when modern man is most seemingly benign to
his fellow creatures, his activities have such a far-reaching impact on the
environment that the survival of many animal species is being jeopardized
by the destruction of their habitat.

The earliest surviving record of the man-animal relationship can be
foundin prehistoric rock art. Creation myths of some early societies speak
of a golden age when “gods, animals and people lived together and
communicated as equalsin acommon language”, perhaps reflecting a
balanced and in a sense almost egalitarian relationship between hunters
and animals. Such societies killed what they needed to survive, and usually
did not exceed the capacity of the environment to replenish the resources
they had taken. Then came a revolutionary change: with the transition
from hunting to pastoralism and the development of animal husbandry,
certain animals were domesticated and came under human control. This
was the beginning of a process which still goes on today.

The man-animal relation can be seen from many standpoints. Our
species has used animals symbolically to embody a range of qualities, from
innocence to dark unruly forces; we have involved animals in religious
practices; our feelings about animals have been vividly expressed in the
visual arts, literature and folk tales, and in anthropomorphic cartoon
animals. Man has studied animals scientifically and used representations of
their society in attempts to understand his own; he has explored the
boundaries of communication with animals. And while engaging in these
multiple activities he has felt a diversity of emotions: fear and admiration,
cruelty and affection, familiarity and distance, reflecting a complex
relationship varying from friendship to hostility and uneasy truce.

Cover: A Lapp working in a corral with his reindeer herd
Photo Alexander © Rapho, Paris

Back cover (inset): Bronze Age rock carvings at Tanum, Sweden (c. 1500 BC)
Photo Candelier-Brumaire © Artephot, Paris

Editor-in-chief; Edouard Glissant

Editorial JIiHiy

February 1988

41styear

4

Man and animals
by Marc-Olivier Gonseth

9

Grandfather bear
Hunting rituals in early Eurasian cultures
by Viktor A. Shnirelman

11

People and pets
by Erika Friedmann

14

A horse named Hans
The search for a ‘talking animal’
by James Serpell

18

Why wildlife matters
by Richard Fitter

22

The wolf— a man-made scapegoat
by Daniel Dubois

24

The last refuge of the giant panda
by Pan Wenshi

26

The monkey and the leopard
An African folk tale

28

Animals in Islam
by Abdelhamid S. Hamdan

K) |

The private life of the vampire bat
... and other surprising examples

of animal behaviour

by Marian Stamp Dawkins

2

Peoples and cultures
CAMEROON: Hitting the high notes

T e T T L T e T T N T L T T T I s T Jariin i

o
I he ' Ourler English Italian Turkish Macedonian Finnish Asclection in Braille is
. French Hindi Urdu Serbo-Croat  Swedish published quarterly in English,
Awindow open on the world . . French, Spanish and Korcan
Spanish Tamil Catalan Slovene Basque
Published monthly in 34 languages Russian Hebrew Malaysian Chinese Thai
by Unesco German  Persi K Bulgari Viet
The United Nations Educational. . erstan Oreél} uigarian letnamese
Scicntific and Cultural Organization Arabic Dutch Swahili Greek Pashto ISSN 0041-5278
7, Placc de Fontcnoy, 75700 Paris. Japanese Portuguese  Croato-Serb  Sinhala N°2-1988-CPD-88-1-454 A







































































































	Contents


