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should food be here, I can't investigate head 
first rather feet and sniff and realize it food. He 
would then feed but not too comfortably. 

Eating continuously was reduced drasti
cally. Under 

cir
cumstances the 
animal would 
eat for a longer 
period continu
ously and rest 
for a longer 
period. During 
enrichment we 
notice that he 

engage in other 
activities like 
sniffing, charg
ing at the food, 

marking territory because now he does not feel 
all comfortable. With the browse hanged on 
the metal bars on the sides of the enclosure, the 
vibrating sound of the bars while the animal 

pulled the 

excite him as 
well. 

At the 

cause of the 
comfort zone the feeding station has become 
for the rhino through the years. We found 
these two behaviours reduced as a result of 
the novelty element that we introduced. If 
the rhino is not eating he would engaging in 
activities other than just standing next to the 
food ignoring it or playing with it because it 
seemed he wasn't entirely sure about the food. 

Observation showed that during the feed
ing times, mostly the area around where the 
food is would be utilized. The enrichment 
programme increased the space usage of the 

enclosure by reducing the use of zone A and 
increasing the use of zone B and zone C. 

The project had two beneficiaries, the 
animal and its keepers. During the browse 
hanging experiments, the animal had a chance 
of from a height like rhinos do in the wild 
than grazing leaves from the ground. We have 
noticed the rhino trying to stretch to get to the 
browse above his head. Curiosity and alert
ness was brought into play by the element of 
novelty when feeding away from the feeding 
trough. We also observe him marking the tradi
tional feeding trough when food is not served 
there. This we think is reminding whoever he 
thinks ate his food, because he probably would 
think there food at the feeding trough and 
some other rhino had it. ~ 
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