If 2 Puma Leaped on Your Back
What Would You Do?

You may never have to soothe a nervous puma, while it sits on your unwilling necl
but you can learn, from this story of adventures with wild animals, some
things that will come handy when you deal with human beings
An Interview with Herbert Lang, Assistant Curator of
Mammalogy, American Museum of Natural History
By M. K. Wisehart

Photographs by H. Lang, American Museum of Natural History, New York
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GO

ne :ﬁerrmun when we were approach-
ing a river in Brirish East Africa, we dis-
covered a lioness with her young in a reed
bed on the bank. Seeing us approach, the
lioness abandoned her young ones an
WM ACFOSS the river. There were two
baby lions in the reed bed, and [ went in
to bring them out. Juse as | stooped to
pick up one of the cubs, a buller pierced
ies bramn, and it dro p-ed from my hands
to the ground—dead. A mmp:l.ml:ln af
mine, on a cliff above: the river, had be-
come excited and, perhaps fearing thar 1
was in some dang:r. had fired. Happily,
even in his excitement, his aim was true.

WHEN I say that wild amimals are

afraid of man | do not mean that [vn
€an cow an en raged or wnund:d animal by
the “power of the human eye.” I mean that
no wild animal is likely to take the agpres-
sive, excepton great provocation. Ifdriven
by pain and rage, the animal will arrack in
self-defense; yet I have known even an
elephant, in a moment of fear and excite-
ment, to make off on Anding himselll face
to Face with human beings.

One morning, in the southern Sudan, 1
set out with my gun-bearer and two other
natives in quest of gant :I:m]s In the
course of the morning we ran into 3 herd
of miraffes, led by such an enormous bull
that we gave up pursuit of clands to go
afrer the piraffes. Presently, in the deep
bush, the giraffes ran through a herd of
fiftcen or twenty elephants, and almose
before we knew it we were in the midst of
these elephants, which pot ouwr scent.
Though we could not see them, we could
hear them chargin itm various directions,
crashing throug ﬂ thicker, causing the
very ground to quake under them.

'lrht only thing for us to do was to make
for an open space. | succeeded in reach-
ing a clearing about fifteen feet in diame-
ter, Just as I arrived, a native came up
from a slightly different direction. And
almost at the same moment one of the
elephants came crashing through the
unsﬂ-bmsh on the opposite side. He
stopped, his upraised trunk tossing above
our heads not four fect away,

I gripped my high-powered rifle harder,
but without any intention of Anng unless
forced 1o, i! nacive, too, kept his
head. ﬁulct]y. steadily, he raised his
lance, leveled 1t, and h:HIr It IN POSItON o
use in case of an infuriated charge.

His trunk still tossing about, the ele-
phant contemplated us with the same
watchful concern, 1 dare s..|_1.. with which

we were contempl .ttm%l Then, for
reasons known only to imself, he crashed
off gt one side of the clearing.  We were

glad to see him go, for he was big enough
to be formidable but not big enough to be
of value to our collection.

Many encounters with wild animals
end in that way—in nething—if che hunt-
ers keep their nerve, " Accudents™ happen
when a man, hndmg himself inoa tight
pl e, pets exe ieed, moves, makes o |'|1.II!H_'!.|
0r 1i1:l|.-"\. summething else thar makes the ani-
mal seill more terrfied.

My narrowest cscapes have come, noe
when 1 was hunting wath a nfle, but when
I had been out to pot pliotographs of hive
e wld amemials.  Une d:l].'., jll.'t'l:ll"l"lili'l:lllr.'l.l
by my gun-bearer, Mararn, and two other
natives, | located a troop of four full-
privan white rhwmoveroses and o calf, Friom
bohend the shoubder of 2 small lall, 1 ered
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ta focus my camera on the troop at a dis-
tance of about eighty yards. Before |
could get the picture the herd moved out
of sight; so I waited, hoping they would
COme INED VIEW JEaimn.

A few moments later, without the least
warning, the troop appeared around the
end of the hill that had been shielding us
—and faced ws ar a distance of eight
yards. They snorted angnly, came
nearer, as though to charge, but stopped,
s'-l-u!g:n their heads and tossing ¢

horms. E.It was a nerve-racking mement;
and Marari, who was usually very steady,
lost his head and fired, the worst thing l:
could have done. I|'It troop did charge
then; but in avoiding an ant hill, three of
them went to the right, while the mother
rhincceros and her calf went o the left,
passing us by unharmed.

One of the natives asked why 1 had notr
killed the beasts with my camera, for
believed the camera was some sort of

erful weapon. This particular native

I:D“ been standing two feet b:h:nd me all

thl: time, rrHTrrI;.r unafrand, trusting in my
“magic cannon.

On another occasion, after many
months of hunting in the Hflgiin Congo,
I set out with a white companwon and two
natives to get photographs of live white
rhipoceroses, companion had his
rifle, but 1 had leftr mine at camp and car-
ried only my camera. It proved to be a
day of surprises.

AGLDR TOUS sun had swept off the last
tropical vapors, and by ten o'clock it
was intensely hot. 5o we felt certain that
the rhinoceroses we were following muse
have sertled down to rese. The trail showed
thae the herd had lingered in a swamp and
then had reveled in the mud of a nearby
wallowing place. We took a short cut to
the next plateau, where we hoped o find
them fast asleep. Nearing the plateau,
we advanced cautiously, exchanging only
a few low words, But these “nrﬂ COst Us
heavily! For our quarry, nearer than we
had supposed, rook alarm, and the whole
proop starved off with a wild rush.

MNow that their vigilance was aroused
we knew we should have a long chase.
It still lacked an hour of noon, but we
halted for a bite vo ear, supposing thar we
were quire safe. h!.lddl!llr'l.n Matari, the
gun-bearer, looked up in consternation.

e rhinoceroses had returned! That
Wil ﬂ'LI-r hrst surprise. Ten yands awa
we could see therr dark grav backs. IF
they should take alarm and t{:rﬂt in our
directiom, with their two tons of weipht
and armor-like hides, only good luck could
help us escape.  Snill, it was a wonder-
ful chance For l'nhmu:u,uplu —ur seemed so.

My companion, standing ready with his
rifle, motioned me to make the most of
this opportunicy.  But [ could not get a
picture, because of the tall grass berween
ug and the animals.  Howewer, the wind
favored ws; and without taking alarm,
the rhinoceroses p'trm:t] by

We immediarely rook the trail after
them. And finally my companion ven-
tured on alone, intending to tuen the troop
err thar they would confrone my camera
1|..|m. ptrh 15 under |:n:ttl.|.' conditions.

[ bad waire 1] half an hour when o shot
pang out, followed by che uproar of stam-
peding rhlnnn.rmu It I |£nm been my
companion’s intention o hre; but, as |
learned later, he had been advancing upen

two cows and a calf, when suddenly b
had come upon a bull at close Guarten
and had been m-npellr.d to fire.

On hl.‘-ill'lﬂ?‘t"-l! shot, [ started 1o reicin
my friend en suddenly 3 verrific pakes
came from a clump of trees 3 shop die
tance ahead. I advanced and beheld an
amazing sight.

The wounded bull, seized with bl
fury, and .uaﬂmg off with a rernke pusk,

j’ jammed his head berween two e
uun 5. He was struggling wildly 1 e
lease himself, bur instead of succeeding
he finally forced his front legs throuzh, o
that he was cavght and held as of in syl

& trees were shaking with he oo
lence. His feet dug out the ground be
neath until he was suspended with nothing
to support him except the tree wunk.
Matar and | worked frantically o e
away grass so | could focus the camena.
Bur before we were ready, the rhinocer
ceased his struggles. here was de:d
silence. The enraged bull had slipped
down so that he could feel ground i
him. And now he gathered his strengs
reared u wrarr.{—:nﬁ when he came does
he was free; for one of the trees, weak
the base, had given way. O he starced,
at fuII speed, and vanished with hla txl in
the air.

It was no longer a question of zeme:
photographs. We could not abandun i
animal that might die a slow death frim
hig wound, From waterhole to warers
we followed him thar afremnoon,
twice sighted him.

Might was at hand, and we had been. -
the move for nearly twelve hours, v
one short rest. There was to be pomen
that night and we were far from c2op.
but it was decided ro continue the b
for a half-hour longer. Ten minutes Lo
my white compamsen and Matan. v
their rifles shouldered, were i'-:nr:m; 0
ahead. | was very tired; and, feeln:
tain that no wounded l|1.II'II:H:l.'!"II5 “: .
I:Ii.‘ :il:m'n in that shore-grass repon, [ £
Just given my camera to the namve »
was with me, when suddenly the nounic
bull rose from the short prass and eudk
straight at me! g

It was the opportunity of a lifenme -
not to make photographs, bur to b
how fast [ could run! Sixoy 1:r|15
there was a cluster of four or I'L'-t Er"
the largest of them only hve or six i
n diameter. As [ looked over my "Lr
der at the avalanche hurtling alter me. |
saw my camera dancing on the monsfer:
back; for the native had thrown it ar i
bull in an effort to distract hom from pir
suit. Bue the bull refused to be distracs!
If anything, he seemed w be pani:
speed.

IREAEHED that clump of hardur =
trees not an instant too soon, In pak:
rhinoceros and [ landed chere at the "
inseant. Bur | was on one side of the e
and he on the other. [ looked down ar
there was his horn extending an indh b
ond my ankles. In his verrihie n-‘h i
ad rammed his horn berween the 1
trunks; and for the second time that o
he was cauphr.
From a IEltt!l: disrance | watchal B0
r-uah and rage until, with a fnal ¢
e broke free. "rl} friend, rushinz =
hre:i and brought che beast donm in 2
flash. We were still watching him 2 I
strupgled on the ground, when, W
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