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388 SPORTING SCENES IN NEPAUL, - [Nov.,

Cear, to change the whole face of the east of Europe. In 1808, Alex-
ander pointed to the possession of Constantinople, as to the key of his
own house ; and what would net be the increase of Russian power by
such an acquisition? It is highly probable that the possession of the
Ottoman Capital, with all its moral and material resources, the great
advantages of its geographical position, and the military force which its
occupation would render disposable, would bring with it the sovereignty
of the whole Turkish empire, and an overwhelming influence, as far
a8 Central Asia; on the other hand, it would open to Russia a gate
through which her fleets, entering the Mediterranean, would acquire
for her a still greater influence than she at present exercises upom
Western Europe, and yet more, enable her to turn to her account the
party dissensions, the political and social commotions of its differeat
States. Carrying out the whole organization of her internal system,
everywhere pursued in the countries she has acquired, the increase to
her political power would then indeed become so considerable, that it
would be difficult for any other European state to withdraw itself
from the vortex of her influence. It remains to be seen, and the day
is perhaps not far distant which shall demonstrate it, whether the pro-
pitious moment has not been lost, and long since allowed to escape,
when once and for ever the integrity of the remaining remnant of the
Turkish empire, and the residence of the Padischah, might have been
placed beyond the insiduous assaults of Russia, and the despotic will of
% bold and enterpnsing Czar. .

SPORTING SCENES IN NEPAUL.

IN submitting the following sketches of sporting life in the East, I
have simply to premise that 1 have constantly resided in India during
the last twenty years, and have been actively employed for some portion
of that time in the Nepaul territory, which is an independent state,
having a British Representative at its Court, with the title of Resident,
aided by an Assistant Resident, and a Medical Officer, with an escort
of 110 men. I have been induced, at the request of several friends, to
make known some few incidents which have occurred to me personally,
in the course of various sporting excursions in that tinexplored territory
of India, and I trust that the novelty and originality of the facts, to
the faithful representation of which I confidently pledge myself, may
be found of some interest, especially when it is considered that, from
the nature of our treatics with the Nepaul government, and their
extreme jealousy towards all Europeans, opportunities similar to those
which have fallen to my lot, have never been afforded to any other
British officer.

Nepaul, since the termination of our last war with her in 1815, re-
mained perfectly quiet, adhering to her treaties, and giving little cause
of alarm to the British Government until 1887, principally owing to
an undisturbed Regency of thirty years’ duration, ably administereg by
the faithful Regent, Bliem Sen Thappa. But on the reappearance of
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one of the Nepaul Sovereigns, Rajah Suder Bickruna Sah, to attempt to
resume possession of, and govern his kingdom, confusion and anarchy
arose, and blood was spilt. His first essay consisted of the overthrow
and destruction of his long tried and faithful minister and Regent, Bliem
Sen. Four successive ministers were in like manner destroyed, and
the Rajah’s fearful t y terminated in his own ruin and dethronement,
which was successfully effected by his son, the heir apparent, the
Rajah seeking safety by flight in the British dominions at Benares, as
his mad ancestor, Run Bahadoor, had formerly done.

The disastrous events in Affghanistan, and our sad reverses there,
aroused the ambition and military ardour of the Nepaulese—a nation
of soldiers in every respect, as the campaigns under Sir David Octer-
lony proved. Naturally brave and impetuous, they became once more
anxious for war, and from the year 1887 until 1845, they continually
provoked hostilities with the British government, without actually com-
mitting themselves. -

The stirring scenes during those years may hereafter be given to the
public. At present, as a sporting * ex-political,” more attached to the
excitement of the field than the intricacies of diplomacy, 1 will drop
all further commentaries upon the troublesome and decidedly insane
sovereign of Nepaul, and the desperate intrigues of her reckless chiefs,
bent on personal aggrandizement, hy compassing each other’s destruc-
tion, and shall confine myself to a few pages of sporting reminiscences,
which, I trust, may not be devoid of interest to the English reader, and
at the same time instructive to any military sportsman who may here
after find himself stationed, as I have been, in the vicinity of the Ne-
paul Forest.

The Terai, or more properly the Turiyanee, a long belt, or strip, of low
level land, lying along the border of the provinces of Oude and Bahar,
consists for the most part of forests nearly seven hundred miles in
length, and varying from ten to fifteen miles in breadth. The chief
natural produce of the forest are the oak, the pine, the rattan, and the
bamboo, all of enormous size, affording cover for almost every animal
known in India, from the stately elephant to the savage tiger, the pur-
suit of which occasions much excitement, although often attended with
considerable danger.

. In many parts of the forests these animals abound, particularly the
elephant, and as the death of one of these magnificent animals will
form the principal subject of the present sketch, I will here offer a few
remarks upon their nature, and the course pursued by the Nepaulese
in obtaining possession of them, which differs greatly from the means
employed for similar purposes by the British government in the Chitta-
¥mg districts, where the clephants are taken by pitfalls and khedahs.

he former method is objectionable, because of the enormous bulk-of
the animals. When falling into the trap, about seven out of ten of
them are generally severely injured, and are thus rendéred useless to the
government. The khedah or enclosure ensures only the taking of
small or half grown male elephants. Remarkably fine and full grown
females are frequently captured in this manner. In the Chittagong
district are to be found by far the finest and the largest clephants
caught in India, but the difficulty of acclimatizing them to upper India
is 50 great that seldom more than four eut of ten, when sen; to the
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upper provinces, are preserved ; change of food, and what all natives
declare to be a greater evil still, change of ¢ pawnee” (water), are sup-
d to be the main causes of premature mortality. The natives of
ndia are firm believers in water, and every kind of sickness or ailment
is invariably laid to the charge of that element ; and being great con-
sumers of that beverage, they certainly ought, generally speaking, to be
good judges. Be this as it may, the Chittagong elephants are decided
water drinkers, and so are those in the upper country; we may there-
fore infer that the Chittagong water must be the better suited for these
animals. It is, however, injuriously operative upon humanity, as wit-
ness the frightful enlargement of human legs in that district, arising
from elephantiasis, a disease which causes a moderate sized person’s 1
to become increased to the dimensions of a muscular Yorkshireman’s
thigh, his wretched toes appearing like a fringe to his bloated limb.
The catching and taming of wild elephants furnish a large source of
revenue to the Nepaul government. The mode of taking them is this :
The Taroos, or elephant catchers, having marked down a wild herd of
800 or 400 elephants, the following preparations sre made. About 200
Taroos collect together, mounted upon elephants, and accompanied by
two large ¢ taking elephants,” highly fed, und kept always musth,
(sensual) and when in that state their ferocity is such, that no one but
their keeper dares to approach them. The herd of wild elephants
having been started, they get away trumpeting and whistling into the
thickest part of the forest, hotly pursued by the mounted Taroos, each
.of whom is provided with three or more nooses, called the moosack,
which is made of very strong raw hide, well soaked in oil, and so
ingeniously contrived, that when once attached to the elephant, the
hind legs are gradually drawn together at every step they take, until
he is brought to a complete stand-still. The chase continues fre-
quently for twenty miles at full speed, until, in fact, the wild herd be-
comes blown and brought to a stand. The danger then commences,
from the wild ones dashing at their pursuers, in their turn causing the
most intense excitement during half an hour, until the arrival of the
two musth clephants, whose bulk prevents their keeping up with the
more active ones, ridden by the Tarcos. These two elephants, each
having three keepers upon their backs, dash into the herd. Their ap-
pearance, accompanied by the powerful nauseous odour emitted by
musth elephants, creates an immediate panic among the wild ones, and
soon paralyzes their efforts of resistance. The active little Taroos now
slide down from their steeds, and under cover of one of the musth ele-
phants, who pushes himself forcibly against the wild one selected
from the herd, they, in a most dexterous and daring manner, slip the
moosack on to each of the hind legs, which performance occupies about
three minutes The noosed clephant is then allowed to depart, and he
goes off evidently delighted ; but as the noose becomes contracted at
every stride, he finds his intended flight brought to a close, at a distance
of sixty or seventy yards. After operating upon about fifty wild ele-
phants in a similar manner, the Taroos permit the remainder of the
herd to abscond, and cmploy themselves in fastening the noosed elephants
to separate trees, wherc they are detained from two to three weeks
under the careful charge of the takers. If gny of the captured shew
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two of the large tame elephants, who belabour them unmercifully avith
their trunks. Two such thrashings effectually cure the most insubordi-
nate, and at the expiration of six weeks, the once free and independent
denizen of the forest hasa keeper on his back, and becomes as quiet as
if he had been in a state of subjection all his life.

As Chittagong is celebrated for the beauty and size of its elephants,
30 is Nepaul celebrated for the hardiness and ugliness of her produce: a
fatal peculiarity extending to the Nepaulese themselves. The full-
grown female elephants seldom exceed seven feet and a half in height,
but the males of forty years old, at which age they are considered to be
full grown, are fine fellows, averaging from nine to eleven feet. The
elephant whose death I am about to describe was eleven feet four inches
in stature. His head and tusks are now in possession of the Earl of
Derby, at Knowlsey Park, near Liverpool; and, as his lordship’s
splendid collection there is open to the public, any one wishing to
satisfy himself of the batlering required by an Indian elephant before he
bites the dust can inspect the specimen to which I vefer. I
can well remember that he fought me for two hours before I killed
him, and I had not made his acquaintance (on foot) ten minutes
before I repented of my past folly in confronting him, and would, if he
had allowed me, have most readily beaten a most ignominious retreat,
gladly leaving him even my favourite guns to amuse himself. During my
stay at Nepaul, I had upon various occasions been so fortunate as to kill
sundry rhinoceroses, tigers, and bears, with some ease, and during a visit
of ceremony to the Durbar (Court), when Mr. Brian Hodgson was
resident at Nepaul, to whom much credit is undoubtedly due for his
persevering researches in Zoology and Ornithology, the Rajah asked me,
at an audience, if I thought I should be able to i/l a wild elephant. I
answered in the affirmative, when he added: «“But I wish you to
understand, that the one I allude to is a fearful sketan (devil): he has
been musth for many years! ¢ I must here observe, that an elephant when
musth is mad, and while in that state is always avoided, and not driven
away (as is generally but erroneously supposed) by the rest of the herd,
and is thus consequently compelled to become a solitary, but very
dangerous hermit. His Highness added, that his elephant-catching
had been entirely put a stop to by the animal in question, and that no
one dared to go into that part of the forest in which he took uihis
quarters. I replied, that in elephant-shooting I had acquired but little
practical experience, having at that time killed but one, an unfortunate:
wretch, about fifteen years old, who, either from stupidity or fright,
.would not get out of my way, and that I had brought him down with
the third shot. The Rajah then said, that as he had }given me permis-
sion (which was thc first that had been granted to an English officer) to
sport in his forests, I ought to endeavour to render an important service
to Nepaul, and that I certainly should do so if I succeeded in destroying
this elephant. I immediately undertook the trial, and promised to do
my best; but, upon taking leave, the Rajah said: ¢ I am not quite in
earnest about that elephant, and would rather you should not go near
him ; for two years ago, I sent down a couple of guns, six pounders, to
destroy him, but the party, after firing two shots at, and missing, him,
had to run for their lives, leaving the two six-pounders which the elephant
amused himself by upsetting.” 1 told his Highness that, as the ele«
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phant had already destroyed 20 many human beings, (native reports had
stated upwards of one hundred, though I considered the nftumber to
have been greatly over-rated,) 1 had made up my mind to encounter
this animal. The Rajah hereupon appointed two native chiefs, named
Sirdar Bowanee Sing, and Sirdar Delhi Sing, the reputed Nimrods of
Nepaul, to accompany me. These two chiefs assured the Rajah on
taking leave, that if I should not be able to destroy the famous ¢¢ Shikar
Bassa Hattee,” they would do so; and we shall presently see to what
extent these two valiant Sirdars fulfilled their promises. We took vur
departure the following day, the Sirdars taking with them at least
twenty guns each, English and Hindostanee. had my own usual
battery of two double-barrelled rifles, one single rifle, carrying a 8-oz.
ball, and three first-rate double guns. We opened our sporting cam-
paign at Hitounda, the half-way house from Nepaul to the British terri-
tory. Many deer, eleven tigers, and seven rhinoceroses, fell to my
battery, the two Nepaul chiefs having shewn a most religious horror of
ooming in contact with the last-named formidable animals. The
Indian rhinoceros is certainly an ugly customer, evincing a great dislike
to being disturbed in his muddy bath. Upon being compelled to move,
he at once makes off to another swamp, and, if interfered with on his
way, he invariably shews fight, and is not then to be despised; for
when he once takes up a position, he will dispute it to the last with
the most determined ferocity, neither giving nor receiving quarter. I
was much amused, after killing my fifth rhinoceros, by being waited
upon by the two chiefs in the afternoon, and after the usual compliments,
informed by them that they had received orders from the Durbar, to the
effect, that the Court was surprised from their own sporting qualifica~
tions, that they should allow an Englishman in their own country, to
kill 30 many rhinoceroses, without their having destroyed one; and,
that if they were either unwilling to attempt, or incapable of achieving
such an enterprise, they were immediately to return, to be replaced by
other chiefs, who would be more careful not to disgrace themselves as
they had done. My chiefs were evidently in a great state of alarm, so
I told them, if they felt inclined to distinguish themselves I would soon
procure them a favourable opportunity. They frankly confessed their
incapability of profiting by my offers, but earnestly implored me to save
their Aoormut (honour). To this I acceded, and the next day intelli-
gence was brought that there were four rhinoceroses within a mile of us.
" At their own request, I lent each of the chiefs one of my guns, as they
had a firm impression that they were endowed with some kind of jadoo
%itchcraft). We soon arrived at the head-quarters of the ghindahs.

ey were rolling in the mud, in the midst of a heavy swamp; and,
finding themselves disturbed in the midst of their luxurious ablutions,
thev, as usual, got up, and made for another bath. I immediately
intercepted them, and provoked two of the party to hostilities, when
down they came to the charge. The brute that rushed at me I killed
within six yards of the elephant Megreath, on which I was mounted,
and which stood to the charge like a rock. I fortunately hit the
rhinoceros in the only vital part, just under the foot of the ear, which is
not easily accomplished. The other animal selected my friend Sirdar
Delhi Sing’s elephant, which immediately turned tail and bolted, but the
rhinoceros was too quick for him, came up to the elephant in a few strides,
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and with his tusks cut the fugitive so severely on the stern—nearly
severing his tail—that he attempted to lie down under the pain. But the
rhinoceros was again too quick for him, and bringing his horn into play,
he introduced it under the elephant’s flank; the horn tightened the
skin, and then with his two frightful tusks he cut the poor animal so
severely, that his entrails came rolling about his legs, as he fell, under
going the dreadful assaults of his antagomist. The Sirdar now threw
himself out of the howdah, and scrambled up a tree, (which was close
at hand) like a galvanized monkey. The other Sirdur was going across
country, at Melton pace, on his elephant. Having disposed of my
rhinoceros, I pushed up to the rescue, fearing, indeed, the Sirdar had
been killed. On approaching within twenty yards, the rhinoceros
relinquished the fallen elephant, and turned to have a charge at me. I
brought him on his knees the first shot, but he recovered, and foughs
me valiantly; and, in comsequence of my elephant being a little
uansteady, it was not until the fifth shot that he fell to rise no more.
The poor mutilated elephant lived about two hours, and died in ene
deavouring to rise. I should at once have put it out of its misery, had
the mahout not assured me, that if he could be got to the tents
he should be able to recover it. From this account, it will be seen that
the rhinoceros is armed with much more formidable tusks than the
boar. These are the weapons he brings into such deadly operation, and
not the horn, as many persons are led to believe.

Upon the day following this last event, whether out of revenge, or
from an anxious desire to stand well with their Sovereign, the two
Chiefs courageously proposed that we should-go at once to destroy the
Shikar Bassa, or famous wild elephant. They both promised faithfully
to support me, vowing to stand by, even to their toe nails (a favourite
Indian expression), alleging that their honour was at stake, and without
some such finale, they dare not shew their faces at Court again. I much
doubted all these protestations, but thinking they might possibly be
seriously anxious to retrieve the disgrace which fell upon them in the
rhinoceros affair, I felt disposed to place confidence in them and agreed
to their proposal. They then informed me, they had been faveured
with a private and confidential communication from their Deity,
¢ Goruck,” who had signified his gracious intention of supporting us,
and would even condescend to protect an unbelieving Feringee upon
such an occasion. I thanked them for Goruck’s very kind intentions, but
inwardly trusted with much greater confidence to a good ounce of lead
well planted. :

The morning dawned splendidly ; we were all in excellent spirits,
and the two Chiefs, in appearance at least, were as brave as lions.
While we were examining our guns and carefully arranging our ame
munition, the savage Shikar Bassa elephant was marked down, having
been discovered in his usual retreat. In order if possible to render Mr,
Deity Goruck more wrathful, he had only the day before destroyed a
Brahmin for firing a matchlock ball into his elephant’s side ; the Braha
min having been provoked to do so, by the elephant destroying and
eating up two fields of rice for his own private amusement. I saw the
poor priest’s mangled remains close to his hut ; not a vestige of humanity
remained, so frightfully had the brute trampled on and kneaded his
body .that not a bone escaped uncrushed ; legs, arms, and carcass, could
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only be compared to some disgusting, indescribable mass, well pounded
and furnished with a skin covering. This exhibition excited my anger,
and I vowed the destruction of the destroyer. :

Of the birth and parentage of this famous outlawed wild elephant,
for so many years the dread and terror of all the Nepaul elephant
catchers, I know little, but if a tenth part of the accusations bestowed
by the Nepaulese upon his ancestors be true, he must have been a very
low caste fellow,a compound of flatulent fowls and home fed pigs.
However, it is certain he was a most powerful well grown beast, beauti-
fully formed, head well set on and erect; and would have been altoge-
ther an invaluable animal, could he have been persuaded to present him-
self at Court, and conduct himself properly. But he disdained such
honours ; he chose to remain lord paramount of the forest, and defied
all comers to dispute it with him. He was supposed by the best judges
to have been fifty yearsold, though triple that age in iniquity, and having
set two generations of Nepaulese at defiance, indulged himself in the
recreation of destroying any one who was fool enough to venture within
his beat. Upon our arrival at a small deserted village within three
miles of the monster’s head quarters, our camp having been pitched, I
was visited by the two Sirdars, accompanied by several villagers, who
furnished me with most terrific accounts of his ferocity, and finding I
was not easily alarmed, they evidently became so on my account, and
endeavoured by every possible argument to dissuade me from the en-
counter. I observed that their arguments were useless ; after coming so
far to see the monster, I should not think of returning until I had made
his acquaintance. I then appealed to them as Chiefs and sportsmen,
inhabitants of a nation notorious for its bravery, whether it would not be
considered most disgraceful cowardice to retire now, without even firing
ashot? This appeal had the desired effect, and they then agreed, say-
ing, ‘“ we can but die once, and if our respective time for doing so has
arrived, we had better submit to it with honour.” I gave them to
understand that I did not at all approve of the dying part of their
address, as I had no great personal aversion to life ; but on the contrary,
I felt confident, that well armed as we were, and supporting one an-
. other, we might. and ought to, conquer the monster. They then tried -
a pathetic allusion to their wives and families, to which I rejoined, that
I had no such incumbrances, and should matters come to the worst, a
few yards of black crape would be no very heavy tax to a brace of
anxious brothers in England. Finding further persuasions of no avail,
they requested I would write a few lines to the Resident, to state that
they had said and done all in their power to deter me from my purpose,
which I promised. I had in my establishment some old and well-tried
Shikarees (beaters), men often tried, who had witnessed some startls
occurrences during our intercourse with the animal kingdom. One of
them, dubbed Jack, was a low caste fellow, but when under the influence
of arrack, he was very courageous, and a firm believer in the transmi-
gration of souls. I sent for Jack, who appeared as usual well impreg-
nated, though his nervous system was somewhat influenced by the
sudden epidemic of alarm, which had already attacked the natives of a
higher caste. Jack could sport a little English, and after being duly
informed as to what would be required of him, he said, ¢« By gar captin,
dis dam job; dis elerfant de divil ; kill captin sure enuf.” Upon my
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asking him if he was prepared to stand by me, he vowed he would,
simply remarking that by that time to-morrow, he should be a grasing
bullock, and hoped he should have a good master.

At daylight the next morning, I was up, and found some two hun-
dred Taroos had come in during the night. These men live entirely in
the jungles, and speak a most unintelligible patois. Their appearance is
of the wildest description, with bardly a vestige of clothing upon their
bodies, and their long black hair plaited down to their waist, but when
in pursuit of their avocations, they roll it round their heads like a turban,
and with a black blanket, and their bodies well greased, their toilet is
made. These men, accustomed to almost daily encounters with wild
elephants, have little fear, but they all expressed the utmost dread of
this Shikar Bassa elephant, declaring their conviction of its being nei-
ther possible to take nor destroy him. After a long consultation it was .
decided that the operations should be commenced by the two famous
tame male elephants employed in the taking expeditions. They were
the finest animals of the kind I have ever seen, both being ten feet and
a half at the shoulder, and in the highest condition. Their respective
names were “Arang Bahadoor,” and ¢« Motee Persaud,” the latter with
only one tusk, but in other respects a most powerful elephant, and noted
for his courage. | -

These elephants were so highly prized, that I pledged my word to
the chiefs, that if either of them should get worsted in the attack,
I would go to their rescue, and attack the wild elephant myself ; this -
quieted their fears, at Jeast as far as the animals were concerned.

At eight o’clock in the morning of the 7th of March, 1844, we started
from the tents, and at the expiration of an hour, we arrived at the place
where this monster was to be found. Never shall I forget the scene!
Upon our coming within a few yards of his position, Motee Persaud
was leading, when out rushed the wild elephant with a terrific whistle,
and immediately commenced a furious attack upon Motee. The meeting
of these two mountains of flesh was really grand. Motee stood the
shock well, but in ten minutes, it was quite evident the wild one was
master ; they crossed their tusks, and pushed at each other like infuriated
rams. Upon Motee giving way a general shout was raised by some
three hundred voices. I immediately got off my elephant, followed by
my five gun carriers, and fired a three ounce ball into the wild one’s
flank ; he gave a hideous roar, eased his purchase on Motee Persaud, and
retired-to his quarters. A general scamper now took place. Away
went the Chiefs and Taroos (the former had never dismounted) with
Motee Persaud at their heels, and after going about two miles at a
rattling pace, Motee was secured with some difficulty and fastened to a
tree. I now determined upon attacking the brute on foot, Jack and
my other attendants standing by me, though much disappointed that I
had not joined in the genemf flight. The enemy soon shewed symptoms
of the humour he was in by tearing down branches of the trces, and
dashing them in all directions; many of them were thicker than my
body. Shortly afterwards about twenty tame buffaloes which were
grazing i the neighbourhood, and probably disturbed by the Taroos’
elephants, came gnioping across the plain near the monster’s position.
I saw him issuing from the forest, andin an instant he trampled one of the

buffaloes to deatb, crushing every bone in his body ; he then lifted another
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off the ground with the greatest ease, driving his tusks through and
through him, and throwing the carcass to some distance, quite dead. He
‘once more retreated to his cover, and in a few minutes I advanced to
the attack : when within a hundred yards of him, out he came with that
peculiarly shrill whistle, which must be heard from a wild elephant to
be appreciated. He made his appearance with an enormous branch of
2 trec in his trunk, holding it well up over his head. His rush was
splendid, and stopping at about sixty yards from me, he hesitated what
to do; whisking the branch about, and kicking up the ground with his
fore and hind feet with astonishing force, I certainly did not like his
appearance, but it was now too late, 'so hostilities commenced. 1 first
gave him the benefit of my old well-tried double rifle, and discharged
the right barrel as true as the branch he was holding to the centre of
his forchead would allow me to direct it. The ball stung him sharply ;
he dropt the branch as if it had been a red hot poker ; shook his enor-
mous head, and roared violently. I now had a clear look at bim ; the
hole made in his forehead by the ball annoyed him exceedingly ; he
turned up his trunk to examine the wound, sucked out the blood, and
throwing it over his head and shoulders, appeared to experience consi-
derable astonishment. I was not at all disposed to allow him -much
time for reflection, for fear he might prove too troublesome, and as he
was standing still, I favoured him with the left barrel, this time well
planted just into the bump of his trunk, where it rises out of the head.
As there was nothing to intercept my sight, this shot brought him upon
his knees, in which position he remained just long enough to enable
me to reload. On getting up he turned wildly about, looking for me,
and upon discovering my position, came down towards me at an awful
pace. Anticipating this movement I had my three ounce rifle prepared
for his reception, and allowed him to come within twenty yards, when
I sent the ball again into his forehead, which stopped him short; he
began to stagger and roll about as if drunk, turned round three or four
times, again felt over his bleeding forehead, sucking out pints of blood
with his trunk, and showering it over his head and body which, ongi.
nally black, had now been changed to. a deep scarlet. The fight up to
this time had been carried on in the dry bed of the Raptee river, withe
out a bush between us, but with a dense jungle on either side, so findin
him a much thicker-headed and more disagreeable antagonist than I
inwardly bargained for, I considered it prudent to retreat into.the jungle
on my right, taking up my position behind a large tree. Not many
minutes had elapsed ere he missed me, and rushing down to the spot
where he had last seen me, he began to hunt me out. Elephants possess
a very keen sense of smell through the probcscis, but the blood was now
streaming through the interior of that organ, which sadly perplexed his
endeavours to sniff me out. By hard blowing he partially cleared the
trunk, and discovering a clue to his opponent, came straight to the tree
behind which I was concealed. I had no time to lose, I therefore
treated him to a salute from the right and left barrels in rapid succession ;
the last shot, from his shaking his head at the first, glanced off the bone
and scooped out his right eye, the pain of which drove him nearly mad.

He spun himself round in intense agony; his roars were appalling,
and he ploughed up the ground with his feet to an extent that, if des-

cribed, would appear an exaggeration to those who have not seen an
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elephant, particularly an enraged one, in the act of performing that
operation. His small eye hung from the socket, I therefore determined
to manceuvre on his blind side, and ply him well with lead. I had
fought him for an hour and a half. Now a scorching sun and a fast,
under such circumstances, are rather trying ; indeed, I had almost had
enough of it, and began devoutly to wish that the beast would ecither
take to his heels, or allow me to take to mine. The beast, unfortunately,
was in no such humour. It is a notorious fact, that when two wild
elephants meet in & musth state, they never separate till one of them is
destroyed. Their fight sometimes lasts a week, when the one which
physically possesses the greatest capacity for fasting will destroy the
other. Large male carcasses are thus frequently discovered by the ele-
phant catchers, and their tusks are turned to a profitable account, I
was now greatly exhausted and blown, retreating after every shot
to a fresh tree, the elephant invariably following me up. In a hurry
1 took up a position behind a tree which I should not have selected had
I not been so fatigued. My opponent being from his wounds slow in
pursuit enabled me to recover my wind, and while doing so it struck me
I had occupied a bad position, the tree not being much thicker than my
body. I immediately retreated to another tree a few yards off, affording
much better cover, and fortunate it was I did so, for I had barely taken
up my new ground when the elephant again commenced hunting me
up, and when within four yards of the tree 1 had just quitted, he stopped,
and putting his trunk out, after clearing it and scenting for some
minutes made a terrific rush. But this was fortunately nearly his last.
On coming up to the tree he made sure I was behind it, and encircling
it with his trunk he endeavoured to break it down. Failing in this, he
half leaned, but in a very exhausted state, against the tree, and after two
more efforts tore it up by the roots and cast it down. Evidently mak-
ing sure that 1 was under it, he now knelt down and commenced driv-
ing his tusks into both sides of the tree, flattering himself that he was
prt:ibinlggl my carcass. 1 was only a few yards from him during this operae
tion. Having considerably revived, I determined upon acknowledging his
good intentions. Stepping from behind the tree I had occupied whilst
e was employed in his humane undertaking, I fired four shots succes-
sively into his forehead, which, however, stunned him. On reviving,
he stuck his tusks heavily into the ground, and remained motionless for
some minutes. 1 began to hope he was dead, and retreated to another
position to reload. My mouth wasin a fearful state from thirst, my lips
and tongue so cracked and parched, that they were bleeding profusely.
The monster, to my disgust, again got up, but now very weak, and
rolling about as if he had been indulging, ad libitum, in gin and leaden
bitters. He staggered back with some difficulty, reached a tree, which
he leant against. Jack now, for the first time during the encounter,
spoke, or rather shouted, «“ By gar, Captin, him going.” 1 began to
think so, and stepped out to within three yards of him. He made two
very drunken attempts to come at me, and I plied him well with lead,
so that he again reeled up against the tree. I retreated to re-load and
‘had barely done so, when, to my great annoyance, I saw him movin
again towards me, but now very feeblee. He could hardly walk. %
fired another shot at him, when he stopped, ata.?ered, quietly drew his
hind legs under him, then his fore, dropped his head heavily, and drove
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his tusks up to the roots in the ground, and then remained motionless.
After waiting a quarter of an hour at least, during which time he never
moved, we all agreed he was dead, and I proposed that Jack should go
and ascertain the fact. To this Jack strongly objected. I then moved
up and fired at the monster. The shot did not disturb him.

We now moved out, as I was convinced he was gone, and going
some distance round we came up in his rear. I again proposed that
Jack should go and pull his tail to ascertain if he was dead or merely
feigning ; Jack demurred however at this. I promised, however, to
stand by him and protect him. He then declared that he, Jack, had
been dead himself, at least six times during the encounter ; and that
if I wanted to kill him outright, I had better shoet him at once. After
some trouble, I persuaded him to follow me, and on going within five
yards of the elephant’s rear, I took a clot of earth and threw it at him.
I then again proposed that, to make all safe, Jack should pull his tail.
Jack continued his opposition, but as I knew there was no danger, and
only wished to get a gallop out of him after the excited state he had
" been in for some hours, I ur his obedience. Jack now became
desperate, going sideways tow the elephant’s tail, and when within
pulling distance, turning his head away, laying hold of it—giving it a
pull, and then bolting as if he had a Congreve in his trowsers. After
this feat, Jack never stopped until he had placed two hundred yards
between himself and the.dead elephant, when he gallantly faced about,
and finding he was not pursued, came back as fast as he could, entering
immediately on his return into the pedi of the deceased elephant,
and favouring its mother and sisters wi:irelemmerous epithets unfit for
ears polite.

Thus died the savage Shikar-Bassa-elephant, for ten years the terror
of that part of the Nepaul Forest, and for six months his carcass,
despite the zeal and energy of vultures and jackalls, afforded the
villagers olfactory testimony that his remains were exceedingly
disagreeable.

For killing this elephant I was presented in open Durbar, by the
Rajah and heir apparent, with a handsome Khillut, or dress of honour,
-which was of great value, but which, of course, I was obliged, after
wearing a few hours, to make over to the British Treasury in Nepaul,
where all presents, according to the invariable custom at every British
Residency, are annually sold, and the proceeds placed to the credit of
the Treasury. T. S.
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