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—* Mural Paintings of Prehistoric Men and Animals,” page 270.
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The sketch by W, M. Berger shows a section of the Pleistocene Hall with the sctual skeletons of mammoths

todons; and above them a glimpse of two of

{ the large murals in position on the w:

Mural Paintings of Prehistoric Men
and Animals by Charles R. Knight

[IN THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, NEW YORK CITY]

INTRODUCTION AND NOTES BY THE ARTIST

E painting of the large panels re-
cently placed on view in the Pleis-
tocene Hall presents many diffi-

culties, as a number of points must be

taken into consideration before work on
the murals themselves really begins.

The whole scientific side of the question

must, of course, be very carefully con=

sidered and the most characteristic types
of animals selected for the various land-
scape backgrounds. The probable ap-
pearance in life of the different species pre-
sented, their form, color, and typical atti-
tudes, are all discussed in detail as well as
the important question of a relative scale
for the creatures throughout the entire
hall. One must realize that the animals
pictured do not exist at the present day,
and the artist is obllgcd, therefore, to use
his knowledge and imagination to the
fullest extent in the recreation of so many

aiginizes by {AOC ngle

varying types. When a decision has
been finally reached upon all the fore-
going points, the question of the artistic
composition and color scheme becomes
paramount, and a number of charcoal
sketches are made in order to arrive at
some general schematic arrangement for
the groups in question. e color
sketches for the different panels are natu-
rally very important, as they are, after
all, the original paintings from which the
larger pictures are copied, and must there-
fore be very fully carried out, with due
regard for the completed effect of the fin-
ished murals when placed finally upon the
walls. Itis safe tosay that these sketches
take up at least four-fifths of the time re-
quired to complete the entire work, and
represent no end of laborious research
and many abortive attempts to attain a
satisfactory result.
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a herd of American mastodons
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