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NATURE NOTES

THE TERN AND THE SCOTTISH FISHERIES
COMMITTEE

recent condemnation of the terns, among other
wild birds, by tish Freshwater Fishers
Committee is fully in agreement with similar edicts
men and landowners with reference
other species.

Well may Mr.
son s what amhcn(\' did the Committee come to such . con-
clusion ? " Personally 1 question i v had any reliable
Chvlence relative to the food and l»e«hng Tabits of these birds
that would be accepted by any scientific or independent judges.
The Committee statc (page 4) that - after further investi-
gation  they are satisfied that—here follows a list of the birds
Zare all without any ‘doubt most destructive to young fish
and the larvae and flies on which they feed hould like to
ask, and I am quite sure that a large section of the general
public would be interested in learning. what further investi
Fations have been made, what was the nature of these, and by
Shom and where were they carried out. 1 would further
remind the Committee that the gravest doubts exist as to the
s they mention damaging the young of freshwater fish ;
o statement that they feed on the larve and flies on
hict the young fish feed is contrary to all known facts.
To include the beautiful sea-swallows in their sweeping
condemnation js perhaps the worst of all, for apart from their
s, most of the specics are none too
n has seriously decreased
ng to the fashion

of ladies wearing its wings in their hats.
Mr. Robinson as a field naturalist of long experience anc
practice states that he has never found any trace of the young
y freshwater fish among their food. a.m an examination
of the stomach contents of large nu of thete birds from
all parts of Scotland fully conbeoa e atatesen
Very briely let us summagise the food items of the common
o so far as oue investis o from specimens obtained
 and West Coasts of Scotland, and praciically during
ok saonth of the year.. The & food consumed by
this bird per year is entirely of an animal et 65 per cent.
of this consists of fish of various kinds ; crustacea and marine
present 1o the extent of 18 molluscs
12 per cent, and miscellaneous animal matter 4.5 per cent.
the fish content 35 per cent. consists of ad ecl. 6
cent. ot whitind, 6.5 b et of hering, 5.5 per cenc.of haddock,
4 per cent. of lun|psuke(s 2 per cent. each of gobies, gurnard
And gunnel, and 2 per cent. unidentifiable. th
brvnsShat 1 have examined have T over fownd any remains of
freshwater fishes, and 1 have never met with flies and their
larvae.
For the Sandwich ter the igures are very similar, excepring

s
remarked in 1883, our fis hausti
tude.” he states, s 50 inconceivably great “hat the
we catch is relatively insignificant the destruction effected
by the onasman caanot semibly iniréade’the deathirate
seriously  affec number of the fish."”

. A. Herdman states: * The total produce of our
sea-fisheries has more than doubled in the last quarter of a
century, and the average of the last few years before the War
amounted to over a million tons.” Finally
s assured us that " the day wil soon come. f it has nc
done so, when such crude notions as t impoverishment. ot
the m f.,hmce will utterly lapse.”

ing in mind these views and taking into consideration
the actual species of fish upon which the terns foed, some

£ soems inconceivable that

the words quoted above frem their
eport. and the w.m..,mn is forced upon one that they have

prnmllunc! not in accordence with the facts.

n my opinion the terns are deserving of the  strictes
protection, both the birds and their oggs, and it is to be I;:thmll
that this ill-timed Report of the above-m.ntioned Committee
will incite all lovers of birds to exert themselves to see that
there is no relaxation of the present Orders an i
affecting them. BT E Cotvang

MIGRATORY MOVEMENTS OF WHALES,

rly in May the vanguard of the various species of s
e
eighty miles to the south-west of the Buneveneader haling
station In the Hebridean “sland of Harre. - These whatss i
in_numbers and approach the coast of the Hebrides to within
thirty or forty miles. going north. They m..s.sfs;,‘;.n‘;"h

blue whales and common rorquals with a few hu
mul Rudolpt's rorquals S o ool ey wiales

w4 occasional schicl of sperm
poine e blue viales 10 o
Towacis:Che Fuson Toonde st thou pe b Jecterly ot

the Shetlands at some cansiderable. distance.  Fhe body of
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Humpbacks, common rorquals, together with in tome s,

mber of Rudolph’s rorquals, and a few

their winter quarters, although there is little doubt but that

a fair number winter in the North Sea and off our northwest

coast. During the spring migration the whales travel very

slowy, but in the autumn they travel very quickly. as if making
me far distant sea

FLOCKING OF ADULT GOLDENEYE DRAKES IN SPRING.
‘The adult goldeneye drake is usually scen singl in ths
country, in winter, or in com o ducks,
probably an adult duck and an |mmature “drake, . In Orlney
have several times scen small mixed packs of from ten to
twenty on the larger lochs, during the month of Febeuary, o
I should say apparently mixed packs, for all the suppoul
B o cud ot wachy packs have proved on handiig 1o be

One year, early in March, I beheld a sight
vhen 1 put up at the t0p

of hundred goldeneye, cvery bird o
drske, They were naturally_extremely wild, and pmmm
Tnagniicont sight as they wheeled and came down vind ik
feathered bullets, Tmmat
with adult females, although the former are larger and the
Torsover, that o the femik
he yourg
e band shows up well in life, but very soon
has vanished

. Ropisos

SOME RARE SOMALI MAMMALS.
The total rout and destruction of the Mulahie folloves
has recently opened uj a large tract of country in the
" shach, from the point of view of the field ol
s been little worked and is almost entircly unknown. Our
scanty knowledge of the animal life of this vast region, whi}
for s0 many years has been the preserve of the Dervishes, lad
only, been supplemented from time to time by a bandful of
tsmen and keen observers who have been attached 1 tie
Tative forces operatin
doubtful v\l\ethe{ a single specimen of the frc oal
race of the black rhinoceros now exists in the Nogl Valky
Ttore the rise of Mahomed & Abdullah, that is to s
into the interor, the riumxrm( =
e Bur Dab Range

‘male. his orange
Tades after death, and in museum specimens
altogether.

and suuth of it.
Dab and Wadamogo. 4
in obtaining the skull of what must
P g e o o in-the Natural Hisory \sesm
at South Kﬂmngmn A ku may, however, still exist furt
other species v\how: Yiabitat has been opened up “(
dlspem||g of the Denuhes is the Dibatag, or umn gl
s quaint antelope, imens of wlmh are ummcmn
wlleruons and which m its. hﬂblls ; » ‘ a r x:»
Val ja ,a arstom\nu(un.- restric
found it browsing on cmam tunted bidelliun Wod..uug i
d growing in me red earth count

ere. o inflence. &

outh of Bohotleh, in the Ttalia =1 o
found not only the rarest of the dik.diks, but to my mivd 0
most_beautiful, namely, .\Iadoqua acentinil, S

this dik-dik are probably only to be foun
the Natural History Muscum at South Kensington, §‘lq i

o
It is strange that specimets o
which must have beetl !m{' s
first expeditions against the 317
 home to this couniry.
a

to Obbia and the hinterland.
this beautiful litle creature,

t
found in this region, which was given specific rank h>

Thomas and named Felis pardus itop
Maj RAM

previously obtained by Cuplam

the Dervishes.  The
exist was obti
by me to the

|v| 1v.|xm| known to
collectors and presented
Natural History.
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