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The next milestone in the scientific histﬂ!'}*'ﬂf#“
white rhinoceros came about a century later, when 4
second, and northern, form of the species Wi
discovered. It was found in central Africa, and was
geographically totally separate. | ' :

In true colonial style, the newcomer Wwas “am."'d -
Cotton’s white rhinoceros. One can picture Maim_
Cotton siting in his London club, perhaps SIpping l-_.'if'"
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whisky, under the glaring, glassy eyes of his Very it
animals mounted on the wall, while he FERRISE = g
friends with g description of the beast's thundﬂi't
canter into history. Too true - into history - for e
Cotton’s animal that now faces extinction, as surely i
its ancestors must have faced the man whﬂ o
collected them.
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Grﬁss-Edfcr supreme, the white rhinoceros (above,
cow and calf) has a hump on the shoulders ta support the muscles

of the long head with its lawn-maower-like lips. '
Left: Being pracrically hairless is sometimes nol enough in the hot

sun and a cooling mud bath also deters insects

At that time there were reputed to be about ;"ﬂl‘l) of
these creatures left in all central Africa, primanly the
Sudan, Zaire, the Central Afncan Republic, Rwanda,
and Burundi. By 1970 the numbers were down 10 two
or three hundred animals. And today? Almost certaimnly
gone, Of course, there is always hope. until the last one
s known for certain to have gone. But the ray of hope
T e very faint. - Sl
ml'#xni:tt; ufr}t;ié southern white rhino is a totally
different story, one of dedicated conservahion, protec-

tion, enlightened animal management, and no doubt
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was extinct — except for about 50 in one tiny part of
South Afnica’s Natal Province.

The explorer-hunter Frederick Courtnay
records it in the southern part of Rhodesia (Matabele-
land) between 1872 and 1880. Rhodesia’s last white
rhino was shot by a Mr Eyre in 1895 at Mazoe, near
Salisbury: it 1oo found its way to the museum n Cape
Town. In Botswana it Ll*udp} eared in the 1880s.

The year 1906 is the date from which the animal’s
slow and heavy plod to survival can be traced, for In
]ﬂﬂrﬁ there were between 20 and 50 of them in the
Umiolon: Game Reserve, in Zululand. And that was
all, anywhere. (As it happens, they numbered fewer at
that time than Cotton’s rhinos in central Africa.)

Between 1906 and 1936, when the animal’'s numbers
had mcreased to 226, the Natal Parks Board kept very
quiet about the state of their white rhinos - and rightly,
too, for they well knew what poaching for the valuable
hom. and sport hunting, had done to the northern
populations,

Conservation is never casy. but at least in the case of
the white rhinoceros it was pretty obvious what had to
- Total protection was the key, and that was
precisely the course the Natal Parks Board followed.
Apart from conservation staff. nobody was allowed
near the white rhinos in Umifolozi: any anmimal that

wandered out of the reserve was immediately herded
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though in some strange and historic head dnwn l'.‘harge
the white rhino population grew to about 1 600 by the

carly 1960s. Now well removed from the threat of
extinction, there were enough animals 1o start rcbm[d
ing the wild populations.

Deliveries began slowly at first, with the g{[t of four
rhinos to Meru National Park in l\enyd Then another
four went to Chobe in Botswana. Ten went to Mlilwane
Game Reserve in Swaziland, 60 to Rhndesm 10 1o
Mozambique, 10 to Angola, 12 to private game
reserves in Namibia (South West Africa), and many
more to the Kruger National Park and other game
reserves in South Africa itself, f:-:pr.,mallv in Nﬂlal and
the Orange Free State.

Private buyers for game farms in the Transvaal were
also supplied, and then exports began to safari parks
and zoos all over Britain, Europe, Japan, and the
United States.

Today the white rhino is doing well in most of the
conservation areas to which it has been reintroduced.
though there must be doubts about the animals in
countries like Angola, Mozambique, and Rhodesia
These ex-Umfolozi rhinos have been breeding, thus
continuing to augment the overall numbers.

The white rhino story is very different now compared
with 1906. The Umfolozi population is maintained at
about 1,200, and excess animals are transferred (o any
organisation or even individual whose reasons for
W ;lnilﬂb one (or more) meet the Lxﬂctll‘tg rcqulremﬂﬂh
of the Natal Parks Board.

Those who apply for white rhinos and are E"““fd
their request get their animals for nothing: they only
have to pay for transport from Umfolozi. Since 1
well over 2,000 animals have been exported i in this way
from the reserve.

Though there are no more than about 4,000 of th
grecat  creatures in  existence, conservationists ar¢
delighted with the situation. Even if some calamity
should befall the parks and reserves where they arc
conserved in southern Africa, there would still be the
substantial ¢ captive stocks around the world. The mtu&
for the white rhino seems secure. '
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r usiasts are the largest single
“ﬂf]"gft’;ﬂ:nbm within the Euunhy Book
§' Ef} the world's largest organisation dev-
oted to country books. Country Book
gociety offers an incredibly wide range of
titles covering every a aspect of country life,
but the size of the interest in natural h:smq;
does allow us to include most of the very
best wildlife books in our programmes, all
of course at bargain prices, In fact you could

i excellent value from your membership
ﬁ sticking solely to books abour natural
history . although we shall tempt you with

other suhjeﬂs such as country cooking,
crafts and customs, architecture, rural life

and landscape, and practical gardening.

Run by country lovers in Dcvun, the Country
Book Society offers an amazing choice of
hooks, both in variety and depth, through

the monthly newsletter and occasional cata-
logues. In?nrmnme reviews make your
doice easy and there are no compulsory
books — all we ask is that you buy four
books during your first year of membership,
Almost all titles are publisher’s own editions,
offered at our usual discount of up to 25

per cent (sometimes even more), with a
comprehensive range at around £3 to £4.
Today make it your turn to join us in

the countryside.

choose
any 3books 1
only 25°

each ¢

save up to

£24.10
with this
introductory offer

T —

You need not take a book each month.
Your only obligation is to buy four books.
during vour first year of membership.

Society books are produced to the same

high standards as publishers’ own editions.

€ only difference is the saving, usually at -
least 25 per cent.

We pride ourselves on good service in Dﬂnn
and any letter of complaint addressed to
director will be answered by a director.

liu.:nunn'}. Book Society is run by Readers
Inion, part of the David & Charles Group.
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END NO MONEY  withthis coupan @S]} TODAY

l To: Country Book Society,PO Box 6, Newton Abbot,Devon TQ12 DWW I

1 would like to join COUNTRY BOOK SOCIETY )
mrzl claim the 3 tm-:rlu muk:d o n»liti at the special

tory price of 26p each total carriage). PLEASE I
I ﬁ?ﬁaﬁthfhgu ks I will automa lu.'lhf ome a member, SEND
and agree to tnlur 4 hooks (in addition to the introductory KS NOS

offer) and 1 w ay upon receipt for any books [ choose, BDO

l I 1 am not !Itilf?ﬂ' w th the introductory huuhhm |
return them within 10 -P and owe nothing. | |

I allow up to 21 days for delivery] : I
Mr/Mrs/Miss _ . i | 5

l Address ' sy . : l

I s Parent/Guardian) I
for if under 18 signature of nit ﬁ

' CountryBod(SOCIety- 5.
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