


l'k' ..... IU ~bAr Ibm, aboul t.bc blI~ 
!i';'-XU06 IS tMl iD a:aaro' parb of Afrio::l It 
trill '"uy ... b( ~Ttl1k.·C 

la just .. ,;.. .shM1 ) ftN, tht ilkpl inrer· 
oat ;' ,.) a I ± ita rhilK! IkYn has ~ to 0: 

' ~'LIi' " M *'l oi alm.."lSf. aD of tb( '1abk NI' 
d ' 0 )JO-"'letjom. MM of Africa' s QnJ.~ 
ptai .:i wSl espcead. p.. ... rula~ M \ "(" 

.. J ' 1\' tw ( Cl mil..:xd to .. rdIIo' 'd)' f~ 
jpdl, ld .. ts _ popW&tloas .. hkh, C""9 "'1t 

1 iD.:.U'*~ proto;;tiao .. ba,,"e link or no cb.an.."'"t' 

of 'f'~--aI , III sOOn. in many areas lb~ '='La:* 
rbiao lw GC' ty 1<ISt it! (!£ht a;pins.t hiE" 
:me pr 7 ::hina; . 

I The Lll&apa V all~y 
I Sc.J(tU!> dforu art' DOW bcin.( m.k to s ..... e 
I dIt rt:.:.noil'QUj tOtaI~u""~n: Pcrha,ps~ 
... 1 , iaNe popal.luon runmnl.Di ll\ Afnca 

I jobabta Za.~'s IUUotr L lIa o,gwa Valley. 
Uke o«lw is, J.hisarea bas b<· .. hit bard bytht 
ort; • • -- a d ~. tlia, Ilf both dcphaDt and 
bob:!: rbmn. III 1913 tbct e were 100.CO) 
.... i bants. &Dd polyp' ti ~y ~ 8 ,(0) 
rP ' .... T'bt c:lepb.aDt populatJOD IS ~. 
aronnd tp lf tbt 1973 r~ and the rhino 
ocmM DO UlOii( than ; ,(0). 

) NtF,,,D Can, Z.mbia's Y!'kfa.D C"X'in · 

i veriomkt. iDl,kcs tM- point that it IS ea.sic:r to 
I ' ;pj +e,, ' a e: the. .. amt of thm , !( MD! d oQC 

.if (IX ... - 'Men socb fcurcs iD t~ of • 
d .jk toil. Pc, hint hu w c .vd greatly 

. the ,.9 few,an aDd this. "'h' , ns Ih.1 as 
~- . 
many ti 2Odq ...... M I and (De rhiDo~ bein.c 
slsnp1£too ca;:b day. Luangwa'l rhino 

I ;NiO@twtiaGstjRb.sa lood ... h. n<% of.su~ 
- bet ooiyif dUSi" actioa apMt pMrblQ8 

• t&k:cu 00# . 
I 

Tb. uti-poaching units 
I. oca!c:oe 3. i ... tionins MVC- a.b'eadytai C'D up 
... dMU Jlle b) fOlImQl. 'S."e the Rhino' 
Q'U$\ IDd :hey an: DOW aa.iYely supported by 
::he 'l.'or1d ~,",Djfe F ilM and the Zambian 

I ~C'O ut. Two anti pooerhjn a IIDI1S loDe' 
• Ltt'ftlw. aDd tbc Nba' W.uitll the 
Lo: .. a z .... w ,M I ".no VaIkys) "'.an 
br' o Id up and fully eqaippcd. Eacb un jl 

I .. _ciU or • ,Mm of ... wed ~emmc:nt 
c..ox Sa-JU &Dd • hilbly espcric-nccd 
U.I' 3C 1 1"1' . 

I lk anti-IX 7 ''lnIUam, are cootinualty 
~ 'briT an " u ... 'in, d~o and 
aT. ' 1~\it)ajll·"pc:r ' t"h. Thcyha\ e 

b ' .. iD oaiy • A ut fjIJM:, lO, P H'!! , uM. 
8u:. """'Y. 'brir &ucu p r'lUttS pr~.oa.ty 
,.".; t1Ic pc 7 .. m. has boeaa modi heavier 
'hp .... ~ thOl..'f,hl. 

I". 7<&' the l"'na-. V~ anti
s;e, h_ cre made: O"'tr 100 arrau (00( 

~ r f was killtd) ad captured n.~ous 
I fote:arml (tcw t .. diq: MW, NU""","", r i.fles). J" ck, t em lush and 21 rhino horra .. ere 

rat. , 

la .... , I; ' ..... 1Da' l, cku,-drorrltbobombalI4 .... edillmr 

depbants eacb and are therefore highly pro
f.oem bunters. Over a period of two Wetu, 
ODe of biJ, patrob Cl.piurt"d poachin, gIIlp 
with 43 tUlks and Ihrec rhino horn,. A three 
cb:y patrol fouBd three: poachin. camps with 
mdcncc of 11 rhinohoms havin, been ' pro-
o:swd ' (aJlCr cuttlna off Ih e horns the 
poetbm heal lbtm OVer . ri re to remOve the 
du.c-shaptd born bl'". T'heK ar~ wonhless 
and art diSC&rdcd) . Another wee day paLrol 
found nint ekphanu and Ont rbino a ll 
fre&hly iilled and )'(.t anotber pa u o l 
rccxweted 1I ekphant tuw . nd two rhino 
homJ, 

It 01 foat, 
Th~ poachers generaUY .OJkladab lldP 

often leaving a Iona trI.ll or. ~ 
behind them - dephallt ~ rhlftO d. _pilOt' 
Iinering th~ bush, each one IDI.ct e, ..... , 

. ooly 10 its ivory or horn, testtmony 
incredible greed. 

Big buslnw IiJDiI dol 
Campaiaru to prohibit or al lCIII blf'tIId 
international Irad.t: in worked ~.to fil" 
some su(;c.t:a and It makes .ooddcl~ IIJ 
commt"rc.ial poach.in. by 
markel . 11 .... ,.,. 

But the: rhino horn mat et 

mOre d~ply rooted social origin . I1 is sold 
for use in making traditional ceremonial 
da,qer handlts in the Yemen and as a 
mal ical fever ·cure in Ihe Far East. 
'-'pparently no amount of scienlific evidence 
discrcditina its claimed magical capabilities 
etn change such primitive beliefs. As 
NOrtnllfl Carr points out, this is perhaps 
IInderstandable when one considers Ibat 
111011 of us uill think twice before .... -alking 
IInder a ladder! 

So the campaign to save tht" mino ha.s 10 be 
rOUaht al the business end _ not just by 
talchina PDlchen in the act but by brcakina 

~ the organiatioru behind Ihem, Tc. thiJ; cnd 
~ the 7.ambian GO\'ernmcnt ~IS approved and 
',I supponw the formation of an invcstiptioIU 
t learn with special powers tocany OUt foUew. 
'"'I up in\'eniptions. The ltam wiU' bine the 

time, expcrrlst and authority to rully inter. 
rOIBte any OHenders C8p1Ured by the anti. 
poac~ing units witb a vitw to breaking down 
Ihe highly oraanized inltn:talional poaching 
rings. A major problem in the past has been 
the relatively light scntencc:s im~ on 
convicted poachers but it is hoped that stiffcr 
scntentt\ a~ on the way and, as an inlerim 
measure, the judiciary has been insLructcd to 
impl~ment their alsling powers to the full . 

The rate of the black rbino 
The campaian a.gainst the big·time poachina 
has bC't,n centred on the rhino simply bttau5e 
its si tuation is so critical. The luanawa 
Valley still has th~ waest continuous ele
pilanl population len in Africa - despite the 
great decline in numbers over the paSt few 
years, Ir poaching is stopped th~ elephant 
still has an c:tcellent chance of survival. But • 
unlike the elephant, the black rhino is of 
solitary habits and a relatively slow breedC'J'. 
Despite iu reputation for aggressiVeIlW, the 
rhino is by no mearu difricult to hunt and 
regrcltably, its born is a most valuable black 
market commodity. Commercial poaching 
has therdore madt" a horrific. impressioo on 
tb~ few remaining rhino POPUlatiOIlS. 

There iJ; no doubt that the black rhino-
ceros is something of a remnant or lhc 
distant past - • rather dun·wined fC,l.ic or a 
family that began life almost SO million years 
aao. The ramily seems 10 have . been 
dwindling ~\'CT lint'( - onJy five Spcclt'5 are 
Id! of whicb the black rhino is the 001), onc 
that still exists in an)' number. 

10 recent limes human KIt1ement has been 
largely responsible (or the rruno's decline. 
BUI now wc arc raud with the t~tal and 
aJmost immediate decimation of thiJ extra· 
ordinary animal - e,'en withio thos:' v~ry 
areas we have established as ~c~es. 

The present ZambLan campB.Ign LS 10 lasl 
three years l1Id tw: a budget of some ~ee 
million US dollars. Here, a dete~~ 
Hort is bein& made 10 sec that tbe rhlOo \Vdl 

e • a l.iuk loo&n-. A diffICUlt job fot' a 
rcrnllJl 'CT'lht:lc:ss ""e developing countl)' - bUI, nC!\' , , 
have a debt to repay and this is a wk whic.h 
d~mands the auentkla ud support orw all . 

""'M Fi NI and FlolV p~rvaIion Sr>ekty. 
" au , h ~ I 's 1'rtJs1 for 
logtllr~r Wltlr t t P ~ hs fi nded 
Endflllgtrt.d Species. 1tiJ~ ~nl." u 
Ni,.e/ Ltad~r. WiIIiGms, a U1mbrittgt fw"ld. 
~ . • I IUive t.'(~1t« w-,t bjologisl. WII u e ,,_, . J 

mtrUlls ro undetllk~ ~VfOgKJ1. 
" " d

tw'7n Zombi12 AftltOflgh mosr of tltc 
SIU • IMd. D 000 if sJiU 
fi ds htJ~ no", 11«" rfI " • 

un ~ flrc~ofimpor14nttqll~ 
nt:ldtdfor t ! ..IkJ-(:01lDlS. PlMre SltNi Y014r 
",~nt sudt as ,"", .It to tAt ' nx ,'/0 
d ,. ItS hOWVH SIJI u, JP ... 

';::Z~'icvISoridYofLotrdOlf. R~nt/:S 
Park, LoNiOlf NH'14RY. 

India & Nepal 
WILDLIFE SAFARIS 
£..plorln ...... ~"" .-nnwl'''' whod! 

urddlt , .... frontl," 01 India, H rpl .-d 
Bhutll'l ln .. ..-ch 01 ttl lno. ,it-. I ,.d 
ao'Id other "';Iclit, it 01\1 of our ..... ' IWW 
tou"for 1911 . 
Our ... I.,it .,. . r"nf!ld to ro, .. 3 not 

onlV to , .... ""';ldlif. tnth-ur l"t but ,3., 
... vo'" WIth. f..c:ln,lIon fo, IM ..... , 
0l0I.600,, . Each ...tv' -.ill be uwrtad 
bV HI '''pe(iencecf n"urelltl. 
For .n ,,,chil'l, Md tlwlI'd ll'l, c"~ 

to d! I O¥1r red '0...,1e;"1, t"- "';3dlil. 
"'rl1, .. of A.J.!, wtto bettlr to 'ur" 10 
than. comp,,"v c:ePltoel Sherpe. 
Sel'ld tor brOc:ftt,ttl todey. 

Shtrpa ElI pcdilions .. ... -

h 'l so easy Md ' the Eujbind binder to 
file your copies l lifay. Each b'nder is cksipftl to 
hold Olppro&imlld) rl WUC5 and is a ltraCtiYdr 
bound in .td rruucTlal .nd blcx:t.ed wiLh Ibc 
WILDUFE 10, 0 . , 

Pri« U,JC £:J .9S indUdil\l poslqe: , pacti"l 
&Od V ..... . T .• o ~'m(ti OIders add "ljp. Wh~ ~ 
plAJ.-e yOU t l'lnicr ~' and tend the CQl'Uplct.cd 
coupotl belo'ff with mJ\l ltancC' to;· 
EASlBlND LTD .. .4, OXBRIDGE SIREET'. 
W~1>ON WI 7SZ. 
Ta. 01 ·7l7 'MN . 
Pkut aDo_ J J" ..-Ms rOf ralrnp r.:at oI oo 'C'f. 
Nat. Giro No. SIS7552 r----------
10JdeI 11 cndOR P O.lcht'quc: valut ." .. .. . 
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