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A CREATURE WHOSE ONLY SERIOUS ENEMY IS MAN: THE GREAT
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was proclaimed a special reserve for rhinoceros in

1932. Prior to 1930 it was estimated that thers
were about eighty in this area, but during 1930 and
1931 considerable poaching tocok place, and in 1942
and 1933 fifty skulls were collected. It is probable
that there are now, after fourteen years of preserva
tion, about fifty rhinoceros in this sanctuary. The
rhinoceros has no natural enemy in the jungle, with
the possible exception of the tiger, as a rhingcercs
cal{ has been found badly mauled by a tiger. The
only serious enemy is man, and he kills the rhingcers
almost entirely for gain, based on superstition. The
horn of the male, which is composed of compressed
hair, is greatly valued, both as an aphrodisiac and
as an antidote to various poisons, including opium
The present market value of the horn is about £2
sterling per ounce, and a good horn will weigh over
60 ozs. Rhinoceros blood can be sold at about three
shillings a pint. Dried skin and meat are worth
about ls. 6d. a pound. It is therefore sasy to esti.
mate the tremendous value of a dead rhinccarcs,
and to realise that the most rigid protection is
necessary to ensure that the species does not become
extinct. Although the rhinoceros is held in great
sanctity by all Hindus living In North-East India,
such religious awe is insufficient to afford any notice-
able degree of protection. The Great Indian variety
frequents low-lying, humid jungie and seems to prefer
regions where there are large areas of Kagra (the
local name for a coarse grass which grows to a
height of 12 to 15 ft.). During the heat of the day

the animals will lie down in shallow streams er
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A CREAT INDIAN RHINOCEROS BULL (R [CNICORNIS) STANDING 1N MUDDY WATER: DURING THE HEAT OF THE DAY THESE ANIMALS
LIE DOWN IN SHALLOW STREAMS OR POOLS IN THE HUMID, CLOSE JUNGLES IN WHICH THEY SPEND THEIR LIVES.
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HE rhinoceres, according to the ** Encyclopedia \ A =Y.
Britannica,” is a * large, massively-built - &
animal, with little intelligence and a bad temper.”
Shakespeare refers to it as the " armed rhinoceros,”
and its thick hide was long considered to be bullet-
proof, yet it is a vegetarian creature and has sufiered
greatly from man's cruel destructiveness. On these |
pages we reproduce remarkable photographs of the
Great Indian rhinoceros in its native jungle, taken
by Mr. H. E. Tyndale, who writes the following
description of the animal. * Formerly in India there
were three species of rhinoceros—the Great Indian
(R. Unicornis), the Burmese, or Lesser One-horned
(K. Sondascus), and the Hairy Two-horned (R. Suma-
fremsis or R. Javanemsis). Of these, the first and the
last-mentioned are still to be found in India, but
R. Sondascus has almost certainly been exterminated,
and it is even doubtful if there are any survivors
anywhere in the world, although it is possible that
there may still be a few individual specimens alive
in Burma or in Sumatra. The two-horned species
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iz still to be found in the forest of the Chittagong
district of Bengal. But for protective measures,
there is little doubt that the Great Indian rhinoceros

#

would also by now be almost extinct. A number

are still ing in the Nepalesse Terai, where they

be shot only on very special occasions,
a

O
Kariranga Sanctuary, in Ass

in the m, and in the

Jaldapara Sanctuary, in North Bengal. The Jalda- o AY_ J"u 4

para Sanctuary (which includes about 40 square et --.*..1_l . l"‘-;f

miles of forest), through which flows the Toorsa KJJ /'ﬁ‘,'& Ay P

River and many smaller perennial local streams, o g s
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RHINOCEROS FREFER REGIONS IN WHICH THERE ARE LARGE AREAS OF KAGRA, TALL, COARSE GRASS WHICH REACHES 12 TO 1§ FL
IN HEIGHT : THE BULL IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH STANDS AMID SUCH A PART OF THE JUNGLE WHICH HE 1NHABITS,
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muddy pools in dense jungle. They are rarely sees
in the open by day unless they happen to be mowsg
from one piece of thick jungle to another. On 2
good elephant it is possible to approach to Withis
15 or 20 yards of a bull rhinoceros or of a CoW i
she has no calf with her, but only in thick cowes
such as the KNagra. If more than one elephant be
used to try and move a rhinoceros from Jdenss
jungle to more open country, the resuit is EEHEﬂ“T
a stampede, and the rhinoceros, which can mave
very much faster than an elephant, will be off &t
speed, and it may take a very long time to COEE
up to him again, for they are by no means easy 9
- track in Kagra jungle. The Great Indian rhinocess
:: has wvery poor eyesight, which Is not surprising,
' l seeing that he spends his life in closs jungle. He
appears to have good scent and hearing, but ia Vvery
Inquisitive, and is not normally afraid of an elephant.
He is a very noisy animal, and it i3 usual to hear
one belore seeing him in dense jungle. HH““‘*“‘T‘"
feed on young grass, grass roots and various aquatis
plants and their roots. They are alse very putll:l
{0 KTralin Crops, ‘t“.'t:l:ll".JLl.l:‘,' malze and rioe, and wid
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travel some considerable distance across open country
at night to raid crops belng gFrown near villages W
the vicinity of the forest.,”” The rhinocercs, It &
INteresting to recall. has i..\lulrd many Artisia, (i
\ Dures (1471-1528) to Plecasso The formes did _l
woodout and a drawing of a rhinocercs I i
and the latier an a juatint as aone ol his serieg ™

T He ™ &l i |
Mlustrations to Bufion's ** Heslowe N aluresd, sh oW
- i b 'l.':ll
at the 1945 Arts Counell of Great Britain exhibibe
. Lo d L™ i rui o Wil HEMN ALl i FHOTOMEAFH SHOWSES CLEABRLY THE ARBANGYMENT i of French Book Hlustrations
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