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THE RHINOCEROS OF CHINA

By BestnoLD LAUyER
Crrmier, Department of Anthrepology

In 1792 the Earl of Macartney was
recefved ns the first wmbassador of the
British king to the court of China. Before
the auwdience took place, the ceremonizl to
be o Wi British and
Chineso officinls, the Intter § ing that the

humilintion.
ww bt wfber beﬂhtgm solved
prok They explained & Emperor
that “the forelgn harbarians’ were not
buitt ke Chinomen—ihat they had no
joints in their legs, and if down to
the grownd were unable torise.  The em
wis thus to waive the kotow, as
ke did not desire n easually ofF ab Onseamly

B

The afficials’ stratagem is traceable to an
old Indian fable concerning the rhimoceros,
related by a m.l:nptmn w}mﬂ.m.l!mlﬂ'hm
in the ninth eentury, that the
rhiun:&u dw:u:tgh;;hua with n-:- lmuu'la.-
tiom, pa by leaning
Hunters of rhinoeerosss in Indanqhz d-ulu.red,.
erect frall wooden shanties to trap the beasis,
The rhinoeerca, ke said, would lesn agsinst

the deca tm:hu: af the trap, which

wiould causing the animal to fadl

!.ﬂa.‘nah]&l.or it became &n easy prey to
o

plors. :

Mo smimal has heen surrounded with
mare wandrous lore, [abulous notions and
bizarre speculations than the rhinccercs.
In ancent times eclimatie eonditions in
northern China wm different from now.
g‘he t.::cllhl;r:m crowned by dammtgm

an buge pachyderms, including
rhinoceroses, During the first millen
B.C., the rhineeeros was still abundant in cen-
trul and southersn China, It is mentioned in
pncient songs amd aceounts of hunting
pxpeditions.  Tts hom wea corved inbo
oruamental drinking caps and used in mak-
ing bows, and wag the favorite
m.ﬁgﬁﬂ {or pﬁm ol arrmer. .ﬂ.ﬂ E.EE—
culture ¥ advanced, defloresting the
killa m. the large mammals were
gxterminated ar took refupe elsewhers,

The commaon poticn that the rhinoceros
[s feroctous, using its hors as o weapon of
offenee :ah-e sharp low tusks are its real
wenpon) i3 erroneous.  On the eontrary,
the animal sppears to be of o gentle and
hurenless disposition, essily tamed and Eept
in eonfinement, or trans ovar long
distamess. Mumerous Chinese reconds ex-
ten over many centuries indiente thot
live peeroaes were br t from Indo-
China to the Chinese capltal a= giftz to
emperars. They wens howsed in animal
attached to the palsees, and cored for by
afficials ¥ appointed {or the pur ]
Home of the greatest poets of China have
Bl the proises of interned rhinceeroes,

Huiumrna horn was regarded by all
ariental Batloss as & marvel of nature,
It was believed to neutralize poison, becaiss
the pnimal devoors all sorts of '|.|:|-g:uLn.I:|I=

isons with its food. Another ancient
able ascribed to the rhinoceres an arrow-
proaf hide that formed an impervicus armaor
:;u'n;r k= heod As p matter of [act, iks skin

qulmmmgt mg m:ﬂw and Iarntma.
BT, vl #ik can easily
trate it. Only when properly M
dried does the skin assume iron=like
hardmess which has made 18 volanble for
culrasses and shields,

In China thinooceros skin and feet are
beiled inte a jelly that is a highly estecmed
maslicine. Inm Hllr:n the skin is sheed nnd

hm'hul together with spices inkto o gelatinous
that is Teg az 4 dolicasy and n

zmd tonie far feeble peraona.
There are muny interesting representa-

tions af the rhincosros vd in hronse,
elay, amd wood-engravin The Muswum
poassses o gilt branee fgarine of & recombent

two-horned rhinoceros with well modeled
head and bedy. The skin folds u#‘ﬂlllr
are well hmuzht out. This figurine
exhibition in Stanley Field Hall {Gm ‘i‘]
and was presented to the Muoseum by the
American Friends of Ghmﬂ, Chicago, nnd
M. Eerl:-ert J. Drevin

EXTINCT “FOUR-LEGGED FISH™

A senaational discovery of large numbers
of fosmils af a so-called “four-legped fkeh that
walked mshore” wns recently ceported in
the mewspapers, on the return to Copen-
hagen of Dr. Lauge Koch, Arctic explorer,
from nn expedition in Gﬁﬁﬂhnﬂ. Thiesa
cregtures wern identified mn belongin tu

the order Stegocephali, the esrliest

foobed veriebrates.
Dr. B. E. Duhlgren, Acting Curatos of
wseam, calls atteotion

Botany st Field

Early Amphibiam
Remtoention of one ol the fifmk of tha fuuirsl
'lmlu,.h?n exkibition in Fromt R Gmaham

te the faect that nstorntions of an extinct
amphibian of this order are on exkibition
im the Muoseum. One of these may be seen
in the reconstrustion of o Coal frarest
which oeeu 'm the south end of Ermeamt 1.
Graham Hall (Hall 38, The second restors-
rately in its place among
nrrmnged col mns 1n
that hall of prekistoric creatures of ril ages.

IVORY OBJECTS FROM CHINA

Unsil mmumtwﬂr meant Hmes phye-
sicians attending women of the upper class
in Chinn mever saw their onts excaph
for & hand extended from behind a L-anm]-:ing
curtain or sereen {or the t.nEm-E of the palsa.
Far the rest of thelr diagn the doctors
had to depend upon o proxy in the form of
& gmiall careed figure of o womon upon which
ihe patiest indT-;lu.ted the location of her
comjdaint. :

e al these fuces, carved [rom WVOTY,
iz on exhibition in 2 collection of vnnnu.n
Chinese yvory objects installed in G
amd Frunces GI} lord Senich Hall (Ha "'-I.]
The exhibit comprises ohjects of My
and varioas kinds from dtﬂcrmt pnﬂ.ﬂ nf
China, and oovers & wide ILifﬂ
besginning with the archaie period (1 lef.-dﬂ
1,0,

[r:tc'lndeui in the exhibit are several pairs
of ivery chopsticks; some exquisite fans of
the Manchu court, plaited from ivory threads
pnd overlpid with eolored ivory earvings:

for 'I-:mmnp: zsinging and fghting
crickets; and a miscellany of fans, tablets,
writing-brash holders, fpures of poddesses,
mpini=, monks and other revered |persons,
varipus kinds of ornamental ohjects, & dek
screen, seent box, [oot-messures, girdle
peadants, combs, back seratebers, oplom
smokers” equipment, und other materisl

NEW METEDRITE SPECIMENS
FROM TEXAS CEATER
By Ouaven O, FARmmGTos
[ [hay r ol Gaolagy

Twa apecimens of a mebessite recently
received through the kindness of Dir. O T

Elvey of the Yerkea (Yhasrva g af
interest as the flsst  aeguired Field
Museum from o *'mebsar erater™ o tham

the wefl-known ome at Canyon INablo,
Arizana. spesimens came from the
"n:r.u.lu‘"' af Odessa, Texas. First noted as
a “hiowout,” |later aobservations showaed
that the ares ia by cireninr in oatling,
with a eter of & utﬁﬂ[ﬂmt & depth
of mbout mgh:.een feet, and a rim raised
two or three fect above the surrounding
plain. Az at Meteor Crater, Arizonn, the
inper slopes are steep and dip away from
the cenber.

:;.huut l:huﬂ&‘mtu small iron mebeorites
and pless of “iron " o name given
to meteorls masses a.it-er;E by exposure bo
]l.mu:lur.r e {uun:L Baoth of these varieties

nl!:mbpd. in the :Pbu.l:ﬂ.En.u peceivad

I'-rnupln on has yet been carred on
ut the Texns lemlity to determine whether
a large meteoric mass such as might have
mnde the crater liea buried there. AMenn-
while pther “meteor craters’” have been
discovored elsewhere.  Besides the seriea
found on the Stony Tunguska RHiver in
central Siberia which bave s yet yielded
no metearie material, a group of thirtesn
craters has heen discovered nesr Henbury
in eentral Austrakia, and 2 lenge one ot
'W:ul.u.l.r'in southern Arabin, About Henbury

many of meteorie iron, “iron shale,™
and “ailies glass" hove been fouml, Con-
cerning the Arahian loeality, the 1
have n legend that it was ones & city which
wad destroged by Bre from heaven as 8
pankhment for its wickedness.

PARADISE NUTS

Paradiss nuts sre the seeds of several
species of lnrge forest tress of Seuth Americn,
eapecinlly of the Amazon reghon, whers they
are known ss smpuacnin suts,  They ase
related to Brazl nuts, and like them are

nduced within large w fruite; The

razil nut fruits, however, drop [rom the
trees lntact and must be :\pht with m m
ar ax, while the sapoeain fruita remnin on
the tree and open by a ld which permits
the sepds to drop wnd scatler, These are
therefore difficult to obiain  in quantity,
eapecinlly because they are a favorite food
of kmrge notive rodents.

A fruiting branch of o anpueain thes win
abtained in Pari by the Muorshall Field
Botnnienl Expedition to the Amazon in
1¥:8, Thizs branch, itz perishahle |;m-rta
restored, amd n section of the freid, have
lween added to the exhibits in the Hall al
Plant Life (Hall 29). ‘The exhibit wos
proparsd by the Stanley Field Plant Repro-
dustion Laboratories.

Gift from Viennese Scientist

An exceptionally valusble collection of
type specimens af plants of the family
Myctaginacean (Ehe “fouar o'doeks') han boen

ted m Field Museum by Dr. Anton

Teimer], of Vienna, foremcost stadent of
this mmﬂ;,.- The specimens will be of muach
use b0 Associate Curator Paul €. Standley
in kia work upon this group of plonts, and
in conformity with L:h.lB wizhes of Heimes]
they will be preserved nentiy m l:.‘rua
Musegm Herhzriem where they  will
aecesible Lo students,



