"PROGRESS REPORT

OF

FOREST ADMINISTRATION IN ASSAM

FOR THE YEAR

1002-1003.

CHAPTER I,
EXTENSION AND CONSTITUTION OF STATE FORESTS.
(i) ALTERATION IN AREAS.

The following is.an abstract of the changes made in the forest area of the circle
during the year: '

Area on 1st | Added durin Excluded Area on Joth
Class of forest. July 1g0a. ihayear. | defing-theyarr)  Jume 19962
1 2 3 4 5
Sg. miles. Sq. miles, Sq. miles. 5q. miles.
I. Reserved ., 3,707°56 7030 3,777°86
1I, Unclassed State 17,864 58 81371 37807 18,300"22
Total W 21,572'14 884701 37807 22,078'08

4. Form No. 46 shows the details of alterations. Seventy square miles of new
area was added to the reserves, wviz., 66 square miles in the Goalpara and about
4 square miles in the Garo Hills Division. The Kochugaon reserve (Go para) is not rich
in tree growth and has been added primarily to establish forest villages therein, so
as to form a labour supply for the forests. The Garo Hills additions were made chiefly
to extend the area of existing sd/ reserves along a line of export, as recommended in
the Inspector General of Forests' note of 31st March 18g6.

3. Appendix I to this report exhibits details of alterations made in the area of
unclassed State forests consisting chiefly of leased areas . relinquished and others given
out on settlement, and in one case an addition of 613 square miles formerly omitted
in the Lakhimpur district, the result being an actual increase of about 435 square
miles to the Unclassed Siate forests,

(i) FOREST SETTLEMENTS.

4. On the 70°30 square miles finally settled and notified as reserves during the
ear,a sum of Rs, 480 was spent for compensation for disturbance to two house-
olders in the sd/ forests added to the Songsac and Angratoli reserves.

There were 57 square miles of forests undergoing settlement during the year. A
sum of Rs. 40 was paid to acquire 7 bighas of this area that was included in the Sildar
Hill proposed reserve, Kamrup, which has been notified as a reserve since the close
of the year,

Details of areas undergoing settlement are shown in the accompanying Form 47,
Of these, the Pantan reserve is practically settled, but the Forest Settlement Officer
and the Divisional Forest Officer have neglected to sufficiently define and illustrate
by a map the boundaries as finally settled, hence the area Eas not yet been finally
notified.
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above area, G966 square miles were successfully protected, the proportion of failure
ing a2 per cent, against ‘33 of the previous year. The total area burnt was 22
square miles, agains 33 square miles v 1901-

27, The total expenditure on the areas for which special protective measures were
adopted was Rs. 7,490, er squase mile, The are successtlly prtected
cost Rs. 783 por squzr: e, a5 compared with Re, B-407 per equa
preceding yea

265, Besides (he'sress atiempied 16 be spocially protected, partal protection was
afforded 10 196 square miles of the Bijni reserve separately shown in Form No. 53

attached tothis report. Of this area, 17 square miles were burnt owing to a big fire
which entered the reserve from the Bhutan frontier, the unprotected side. The protec-
tion of the whole area cost Rs. 384, or Rs. 2-2-4 per square mile of the area successfully

protected, compared wuh Rs. 2-3°1 in 1901-1902. The percentage of failures was 87,
against 148 in 1901-1.

25. The following siatement shows the origin of the fires and theic number,
1ogether with the- ares bumt 1 each case, during ohe Jeat undor report

[rnn

Form 53 shows that out of 639,242 acres of specially-protected lorests, only
1,435 acres wess burnt, T result i very aisactory, and s expecially gaifing
{0 note that our attempts to save vahuable s forets met vith almost equal success
Great credit is due to the Divisional Officers and the protective staff
concerned far vhéir eommendsble. excrtions which prodaced such good. results, con-
sidering the fact that the season was very dry.

31, In the Goalpara Division, the only fire of any importance was the one which
entered the Bijni reserve from Bhutan, burning 17 square miles of it. This danger
cannot be overcome, as the graziers who st fire to grass lands in Bhtan near B
reserve are beyond the control of district authorities. On this the reserve too
potscion has notyet been given, It s under contemplaton %o fully protect ths

in aes.  Any frther espendilure, bowever, on s protection from a purely foret
improvement point of view is open to serious argument on the score of expense, It i
thought perhaps, ot thoLiE s i At bo ths teseats of mamatd HtSAT,
1oas to orm a largearea protcted ffom fie as a home for that fast decreasing but
Siorestig asmal ibe rhin

- O the 23 fires which ocourred during the year, 8 were in the Garo Hills Divi-
sion, Durning 870 acres. . One ire cage was compounded on payinent of Rs. go. One

case was sent up to court and disposed of during the year under report, whilst the

vt Google
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FORM No.’s3.
FOREST DEPARTMENT, ASSAM.—AREA OF FOREST TRACTS PROTECTED FROM FIRE DURING THE
FOREST YEAR 1g02-1507.

.

I:i_'?r in Aren Area at- i
. L t ed
Division. Forest bracts. t:rtis;b- Protected :;n Failures, | actually | Cost. Remarks.
com- during P protected.
menced, |'F011993: ed.
; —_—
' { 3 3 4 s & 7 8 g
Area spacially profecied. Acres. Acres, Acres, Acres. Rs.
t
| Guma Range ., §| P }:ﬁ.?&ﬁ 16,786 | .. 16,786 asp
189353
1875-76 to
Goalpara Western Range { }l:rq.n&ﬁ 150,587 go | 150,407 1,057
169393
8 to
Eastern Range { "By-r7 }lﬁ;r,nn 168,480 158,480 1,100
1900-1901 -
Tatal - 33349 | 335842 90 | 335757 L317
- ; L) to
Kulsi Range { o } Gog0r | Go,007 15| Gofgz L
1E86-37.
74 b
Ragi Range { Wnle } 11,015 11,035 1,05 135
1B
Kamrap —_— 89281 lo
Singra Range { ' ’ } 17,596 17,5940 1] 17,505 (Y
1885-90.
North-Eastern Rangs .. 1830-g0 5,583 5,583 5483 1o
L| Totsl - o521 g5331 106 95,115 1,443
] t
[| Cantral Range 5 4o } g614 5042 195 54T 137
187879,
Darrang w4 | Western Range ¥EB3-H4 17,332 17,372 17:372 =]
L| Total e 32,856 23,014 195 23,819 315
8 t
[[| Western Range { s } 37,503 77,603 (T3 17,502 63
yE85-By.
H to
Ceatral Range { e } 47451 AT50 sié 47456 347
Howgong - 1EEg-ga.
Brg-Bo L
Eastern Range { : i } 15,723 16,730 15,730 156
18Eg-pa.
L} Total e 91,776 | 91,758 too | Q1488 703
[| Shillong Raoge—
Reserved Forests .. 910
Khasi and Jaintiad 188183 ohy oh7 4 } i
Hills. Unclassed State forests 187475 1,550 16508 17 360
L] Total v and #5500 4,585 G4 4531 1,052
BA7-83 to
| Morthern Range { o }4ﬁ,n;¢ afione 530 ) 46,084 BGo
188500,
Seuthern Rangs e 28590 Fi| L] 18,038 3 A burnt
Garo Hills ... 4 ; g3 o T
Western Range - 153590 13,840 13840 340 13,500 47
L| Total e i L Efi, 017 3,702 870 8003 1,350
Total area specially pro= g 614,305 | Gag.a340t 1,425 a17,.917 g0 | Reterves
tected. 535-'145 M“:i
Area partially protected. State forests
Eastern Range - { 1888-83 to 50 114,515 a4 4,734 acres.
o6, 125,510  roSpy | er4
Gaalpara i- Bijoi Reserve f 180495 }I =
Total 166,050 | 125,500 o5 | 1048618 B4
Grand total e = 41,345 | 76478l andeo | 5n4dz 7374 :?ﬁﬁe 5;:: .
unclass
Siate forests
4,094 ueres.
1
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