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SHOOTING.

g
BIG GAME SHOOTING IN 1010.

TIIE LAMENTED DEATH of King Edward in May last
removed from scenes in which he had been so long the
foremost figure one of the best sportsmen in Europe. His late
Majesty always took the keenest interest in big game shooting.
In his carlier days he was a practised and successiul stalker, and
even during the last years of his life he enjoyed much sport with
red deer at Braemar and elsewhere. During his tour in India
in the seventies he saw and shot almost every species of great
game to be found .n the congeries of States forming that Empire.
He was hon. president of the Shikar Club, of which his present
Majesty King George is president, and by none of his subj

ywas his Majesty more lamented than by big game sportsmen

In Lieut. Boyd Alexander, killed in Africa by hostile natives
Quring the spring of this year, the world of Shikar has lost a
remarkable figure, Mr Boyd Alexander was perhaps known
better as an_explorer and an ornithologist than a pursuer of big
' game; but he was a genuine and ardent sportsman, who took

the keenest interest in zoology, and had killed big game in many
parts of Afnica. He brought home specimens of the okapi from
the Congo Forest region, and his book, From the Niger to the
Dile, will always take rank as one of the most striking works of
e airona. el in cho"yoax o M Crosby, & planter. in
accident happened early in the year to Mr Crosby, a |
North-East ‘.)Rhodesin., who was killed by a buffalo which he had
A ded e ined shocli injuries, the buffalo dis-
emboyelling him and smashing his skull.

Africa. o

Big game shooting has, during the present year, progress
vcrygmgch as usual l;in various parts of the world. In Africa an
outstanding feature has been the great hunting and collecting
expedition of ex-President Roosevelt. That gentleman and his
son, Mr Kermit Roosevelt, have proved themselves bold and keen
sportsmen; they have slain a great quantity of big game, but it
it to be remembered that a large number of their specimens were
destined for various museums in the United States. One must,
however, regret, the fact that Mr Roosevelt and his son thought
it necessary and were permitted to shoot so many as nine of the
rare white rhinoceros in the Lado Enclave. These animals are
now on the point of extinction in South Africa, while the
northern form, only recently discovered, is apparently confined to
the narrow limits of the Lado Euclave, on the west bank of the
White Nile. The Enclave, it may be remarked, once leased to
the Congo State, has this year reverted to the Sudan Govern-
ment, and has been formally taken over. We believe that Capt.
Stigand, the well-known sportsman, has charge of the territory,
and under his control it cannot be doubted that both white
rhinoceros and elephant will be ensured much more protection
than they have received in recent years. i

A remarkable discovery in the annals of great gamo is that of
a large new antelope, specimens of which were shot by Mr Ivor
Buxton and Mr Allbright among the Sahatu Mountains of the
‘Arusi district of Gallaland, on_the Abyssinian border. Tho
horns, skull, and a complete skin of this animal have been on
view at Messrs Rowland Ward’s in Piccadilly. The new species,
which was at first thought to be an unknown form of the kudu,
turns out to be a kabl hine, more resembling the
situtunga and nyala than any other species. The horns, in
particular, are much like those of these two antelopes. The skin
15 dark brown, slightly spotted with white, and the hoofs are
somewhat elongate. This large antelope is found at an altitude
of some 9000ft. ; it is evidently a big and its
scientific_name will probnbfy be Zregelaphus buztoni. The
€ Great Mountain Bushbuck” would be no bad English title
for this interesting beast. ;

Africa has, as usual, been visited this year by a large number
of British and continental sportsmen, most of whom have suc-
ceeded in amassing bags and securing specimens commensurate
avith their expectations. Some few of these have recorded their
impressions ; the vast majority haye been content to enjoy their
sport and bring home their trophies in silence. A friend of the
writer, who has a rooted dislike to publicity, carried out, with a
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Shooting comrade, during 1905-10

ivingstone’s timo. A fa

now chiefly consist of large numbers of females and young bulls. ' wild sheep, and Rocky Mountain goat are still plentiful, though,

The elephant question is a very difficult one in a region such as
Uganda, where natives are plentiful and crops have to be con-
sidered. In Capt. Graham’s own words, ‘ Elephants are
tremendous depredators, and there is no doubt that, sad as it
may scem, they must go before the inroads of civilisation. They
do so much damage to cultivation that they must either submit
to_extermination or betake themselves to the depths of the
wilds.”  Happily, there aro still very large areas in Africa where
these groat pachyderms can, apparently for another confury, still
find safe sanctuaries. The Congo Korest is ono of these, and
recent observers, such as Duke Adolphus of Mecklenburg, are of
opinion that in this rogion elephants may exist for many gencra-
tions. Recent travellers and officials in’ the Bahr-cl-Ghazal pro-
vince of the Sudan describe these animals, as well as giraffes, as
eing e: {inaril, there, hundreds being - seen
almost every day. The Bahr-el-Ghazal is a country where,
apparently, civilisation will long be kept at arm’s length. T
natives have there an unpleasant and wasteful habit of slaying
clophants by firing tho bush and grass in a ciralo Tound them,
thus inclosing them in a terrible death trap. This method will
probably be put a stop to in the near future. In a capital
paper, entitled “ A Shooting Trip to Ubombo,” Mr H. Patter-
son has contributed an account of sport with that rare and
beautiful antelope the nyala and other game in South-East
rica..
Mr Arnold E. Hodsom has sent us a pleasant account of sport
with gemsbuck, wildebeest, an beest in Nata River district,
Khama’s country, North Bechuanaland. The writer shot in this
territory some years since, and it is pleasant to find that, in
spite of the advance of the Zambesi railway, this region still
holds a fair head of great game, including lions. It is a dry and
desert country, and for that reason has not been much ransacked
by sportsmen. Very few men have had the ill-fortune to be
shut up in a closed room with a wild leopard. This was the
fate of a young farmer at Nyere, in British East Africa, whose
letter giving an account of the affair we were enabled to publish.
A huge leopard, moved by the alluring bait of a small dog, ran
into a room in which the colonist and a friend were seated. In
trying to get out again the brute closed the door, and a_terrible
struggle then took place. The enraged and alarmed creature
repeatedly attacked the two men, who defended themselves as
well as they could with chairs; but, nevertheless, got severely
wounded, the young colonist, with whom the leopard closed, more
particularly. Finally the latter managed to get to and open the
T, and the intrm;:zr was got rid of. There was no weapon in
the room, and but for the aid of the plucky little dog the two
men would have fared worse even than they did. The young colonist
wrote from hospital, where his wounds—a very badly clawed
scalp the most serious of them—were being attended to.

Many other interesting communications on African sport and
animals have been printed during the year in tho pages of the
Field—lack of space prevents further reference to them. We
have reproduced a photograph of a buffalo from the French
Gambia country, shot by Mr Russell Roberts. This animal
would seem to be of the species known as Bos caffer planiceros, a
connecting link between the dwarf red Congo buffalo and the
dark, brownish-black buffalo of East-Central Africa. An account
of buffalo shooting in Southern Nigeria has been contributed by
J. H. L. T., the animals killed belongi: a new.

to obtain them, sportsmen have to push their way each season
further inland.
Europe.

In Europe, where the best shooting is, of course, to be found
on great private estates, sport with big game goes on prebx
much as it has done during the last thirty years. The Scottil
stalking season this year was, on the wholé, a very good one;
and, in spite of the fact that the winter of 1909-10 was one of
the most trying for deer in recent years, the weight of stags
has, apparently, not suffered much. Antlers were, as was to be
expected, rather below the average. tland, as in other
parts of Europe, antlers have been steadily deteriorating for
years, except on a few carefully managed forests, the causes

dly being tocking and the shooting off durin
many gencrations of the finest males. The heaviest stag kille
is season was shot by Mr T. Pilkington in Caithness. It
scaled 25st. 10lb. clean, a great weight for a Scottish stag.
Another stag, shot by the Hon. Bernar xwell in the Forest
of Farley, Inverness-shire, scaled 22st. 9lb. In all, close on 7000
fair stags were shot within the Highland line this season. One
of the best heads secured was a grand 13-pointer, killed by
Colonel R. 8. Clark in Fasnakyle Forest. g

Our Scottish records contrast rather pocr!% with the German
Kaiser’s latest bag at Rominten. Tho Kmperor shot two
2l-pointers, two 20-pointers, four 18-pointers, one 14-pointer, and
two others of lesser calibre. The Emperor of Austria-Hungary,
despite his great age, still manages to enjoy sport at his hunting
seat of Godolls. During the season ending in February last the
bag on that estate included 106 stags, 163 hinds, 57 wild boars,
45 roebuck, among heavier game, in addition to such curious
items as 21 wild cats, 25 martens, and 46 polecats. Dr Ernst
Schiff has sent us a very interesting article on the status of
wild game in Germany. It is interesting to find that wolves
still occur in East Prussia and other localities; they are most
numerous in Alsace-Loraine, where it scems impossible to
extirpate them. In Krance wolyes are still fairly numerous,
from 600 to 700 being killed annually,

In connection with European sport we have published articles
on elk and bear hunting in Finland—*“A Carpathian Boar
Hunt,” “Bear Shooting in_Russia,” &o. In * Reindeer Hunt-
ing in Southern Norway’ Mr C. V. A. Peel has given us an
account of some typical days of stalking in that beautiful
country. These deer are, thanks to protection, fairly plentiful
again.” Mr Peel saw well over a hundred of them in a single
day’s_stalking, while no less than 200 were seen on another
occasion.

Literature.

rtant works on African sport and travel
lished during the present year. Among these,
the most i ing is the fine volume, In the
Hecart of Africa, written by Duke Adolphus Frederick of Meck-
lenburg, describing his two years of travel and exploration through
Fast Africa and the Congo Forest region. From a scientific
point of view this work, which has been reviewed clsewhere, is
among the most noteworthy published on Africa during the last
ten years. The collections made were enormous, and the
illustrations, with which the volume is profusely adormed, are

ifi The Duke is a good sportsman, and shot during

Several imj
have been pu

race of dwarf buffalo. The various species and sub-species of
buffalo in different parts of Africa are not yet well ascertained
by hunters and scientists. We have also been able to reproduce
an excellent picture of a white waterbuck, shot by Lord Gifford,
V.C.. on the Guaso Nyiro, British East Africa. Other white
waterbucks were seen by Lord Gifford in the same locality, and
as this phenomenon has been recorded before in East Africa, it
would seem that waterbuck in this part of the Continent,
lthough not ly albinos, i y assume a white

coat.
Asia.

As usual, many accounts of varying phases of sport in Asia
have been printed in the columes of the #ield during the current
year. *Wanderer” has sent an excellent account of the slaying
of a man-eating tiger at Karkankote, in Mysore. Another
correspondent, D. F. O., has written of tiger shooting in the

Berars, while Mr W. G. Montgomerie and * Sherlock” have
deseril f

through Africa, one which, a few years since, would have mado
iderable stir in logical an shical circles. Taking
the train from the Cape to rail-head in Northern Rhodesia, they
tramped 1800 miles through the heart of the Continent, coming
out finally in German East Africa, whence they made their way
home by the Nile. They had their share of adventures, and shot
amany examples of game of the countries they passed through.
In the pages of the Ficld Mr F. C. Sclous has, during the
rosent year, recorded some of his impressions of eport in
%niﬁsh East_Africa during his last expedition there. Strange to
say, although he shot many other kinds of game, he failed to
g o lion, chiefly owing to e fact that the grass was, on
account of heavy rains, abnormally thick and high. He records
the height of two bull giraffes, of the Baringo, or five-horned,
zace, as 16ft, 5in. and rather over 17ft. respectively. The East
Hfrican eland, in his opinion, is not nearly so bulky, nor does it
stand so tall as its South African relatives. Two old bulls, shot
mear Sirgoit Hill, measured about 5ft. 5in. at the shoulder. A
‘good Mashonaland eland will often stand 5ft. 9in. at the withers.
may add that in the old and good days, before elands in South
Wfrica had been so much shot out, measurements of 6ft. and
over have been recorded. Mr Selous also remarks on the want of
mane so often noticeable in the case of the common East African
zobra (Equus granti). In the Burchell’s zebra, found in South
"Africa, the fine upstanding mane, beginning betiween the ears and
continuing to the base of the neck, is always in evidence. He
zemarks also the peculiar noisiness of the Last African zebras,
their barking neigh being heard on the Gwas N'gishu platean
all day long. Mr Selous an adventure with lions, but the
death shot foll by a curious chanco to his hunting companion,
They were galloping a brace of lionesses, one of which turned
and crouched as Selous went by, charging immediately after at
his comrade as he galloped up. The horse reared, and in the
vt of Halling e rnneciAred his fiflat wal Vonohendiot
the springing lion. By an extraordinary piece of good fortune
the bullet pierced the lioness’s eye and brain, and when Selous,
disturbed by the sight of his comrade’s riderless horse galloping
towards him, rode up, he found lioness and man both lying on
the ground together,
. Another writer, Mr C. H. Erskine, who states that twenty-one
lions have been killed in his district of Rhodesia, near Mount
Darwin, writes that these animals have, probably from the diminu-
tion of the game on, which they formerly fed, become much more
daring in_that region. One of them.chased a miner into his
hut. Mr Erskine is not a believer in the efficacy of small bore
rifles for these dangerous carnivora, and instances the fate of &
colonist. who, after slaying four lions, was killed by the fth,
which, despite the fact that M. (the colonist) had put five
bullets_into or mear the heart, charged and killed o, the
brute itself falling dead a few minutes Jater. Mr Erskine
ian who

1 hunts with * Stripes” in the Central Provinces.
A good description of tiger shooting in the Malay Peninsula has
also been contributed by a correspondent under the nom de plume
of “Malay.”” *Cordite’ has written an account of sport on the
march in Upper Burma, in which bears formed the principal items.
Some account of sport in Kashmir with black bears and boar
has been sent by ““ Fleur de Lys.” Bears seem to be still plentiful
in this country, and other game, thanks to competent game laws,
now have fair protection. C. S. has described the successful

ursuit of that now scarce animal the red bear in the Kumaun

imalayas. The same writer has aiso sent & very interesting
account of the shooting of a giant sloth bear in the Terai, This
magnificent specimen yeighed 335lb., or a pound under 24st.,
which must be something very like a record for these beasts.
Sanderson’s heaviest sloth bear is given as 2801b. From Capt.
P. T. Etherton we have receiyed accounts of his striking journey
through the heart of Asia, in which sport in the Pamirs, the
Thian Shan, and Great Altai ranges were incidentally touched
upon.  Our correspondent Gurhwali, in his article *“Sport on the
Taghdumbash Pamix,” shows that that magnificent wild_sheep
the Ovis poli is now scarce in that region. Wolves and Kirghiz
hunters commit great depredations on these sheep, and heads of
BCin. are now rare. Major Sykes, whose knowledge of Persia is
grobnbly unrivalled, has contributed an excellent account of the

iz game of that country. Although the fauna are much scarcer
than they used to be, lions still exist on the Arabistan River,
and tigers abound from the Gurgan Valley to the Caucasus.
Bears, leopards, boars, that fine red deer the maral, as well as
ibex, urial, and other mountain dwellers are also found. Mr
P. B. Van der Byl, the well-known big game sportsman, has
been shooting in Kashmir, and we have had the pleasure of
reproducing a photograph of a very fine head of a barasingh, or
Kashmir stag, secured by him." This head, a 12-pointer,
measured 474in., and is entitled to second place in Mr Rowland

Vard's Records of Big Game. A ftiger killed by a bobbery
pack seems almost an incredible feat, yeb this actually h 1

spo !

the expedition many kinds of game. Capt. Stigand has produced
an excellent book describing his_travels Zo Abyssinia Through
an Unknown Land, his roufe being by way of Lake Rudolph.
Mr D. D. Lyell, who some years since shared the authorship of
a book on ‘African game with Capt. Stigand, has this year
published on his own account a volume describing his hunting
trips in h Rhodesia Radcliffe Dugmore’s magnifi-
cent volume on photographie hunting in East Africa has been a
revelation. We shall probably never again see such wonderful
delineations of the wild life and' scenery of that Continent as
were shown in this most interesting volume.

Among other books on Africa which have seen the light this
year may be ioned Mr Drake Brock ’s on the \!
of Somaliland, Mr Madeira’s yolume on hunting in East Africa,
Cngt. Dickinson’s book describing his exﬁermnm& in that country,
and last, though not least, Mr Roosevelt's African Game Trails,
which sets forth in masterly fashion the ex-President’s remark-
able expedition. o

ew ks on Asiatic sport have been published this year.
Among the more important are to be mentioned Major R. L.
Kennion's Sport and Life on the Indian Frontier ; Twenty Years
in the Himalayas, by Major the Hon. C. G. Bruce; and Forest
Zife and Sport in India, by Mr S. Eardley-Wilmot.

Turning to America, we find that not many books on big game
shooting have been issued this year. Mr Paul Niedieck’s volume,
Cruises in the Bering Sea: Being Records of Further Sport and.
T'ravel, a well-illustrated book, dealt with some varied phases of
shooting in the Far North-West. Mr Ernest Thompson Seton
has ished a boo! 1 the Zife Histories of Northe
Animals. This large work, in two yolumes, includes no less than
sixty-eight maps an d of the author’s drawings.
It is nominally an account of the mammals of Manitoba, but
deals_at great length and in much detail with the principal
sporting beasts of North America. H. A. BRYDEN.

CAUSE OF MORTALITY IN HARES.

Soue hares, found dead in a thin and wasted condition, have been
recently forwarded from the eastern counties to the Field labo-
ratory for examination. Reports have also reached us of others
having been picked up in a similar state. Those examined were
found to have been ing from the eff¢ of a small

yworm, the Strongylus strigosus, which in its adult form infests
the intestinal tract of both hares and rabbits. This worm
causes an anemic condition, which gradually progresses
and the animals affected become emaciated, weak, and eventually
die. Strongylus strigosus has been described by Railliet. The
disease is very infectious, and gives rise to fatal epizootics
amongst hares and rabbits. During the autumn of 1907 a nuniber
of hares suffering from the attacks of this yworm were sent to this
office from Essex (Fdeld, Dec. 28, 1907, p. 1119). This disease hes
no connection with the malady that has lately made its appear-
ance amongst the rodents in Suffolk.

in Kolliapur in February last, the incident being auth
by Mr A. Darby. OF the plucky pack four were killed and six
wounded. The tiger, completely exhausted, was finished off by a
native spear. The Maharajah of Kollmﬂur was present, Want
of space prevents further reference to other interesting items of
Asiatic sport.

America.

From North America we have had many and varied accounts
of sport. In spite of the enormous wastage of animal life there
is still a great deal of game in the United States, Canada, and
Mexico. White-tail deer are certainly more plentiful than they
used to be, and, given even moderate protection, other species
S illes e s N e (o) s

a cor Mr Ralph Ardee, from 10,000 to

mentions the rather ludicrous adventure of a Rhad

stood looking at a rhinocercs, not meaning to shoot it. His
terrier pup, however, ran in and barked at the great beast,
which charged .in such determined fashion that the reluctant
sportsman had to kill it in self defence.

Capt. Stigand_has contributed interesting articles on bush and
plain shooting in British East Africa. r M. R. Nanson has
written of sport with the bush cow (buffalo) in Sierra Leone, and
2 lady, Miss C. G. Buxton, who travelled and shot withouk the
escort of a white male, has recorded her experiences on a journe
from Khartoum to Lake Albert Nyanza, thence to the Victoria
Nyanza, and from there to the Uganda railway and Mombasa.
It says much for the prestige of the British in these regions that
a lady should be able to travel thus alone through the heart of
savage Africa_in safety, and even in some degree of comfort,
Miss Buxton describes the whole journey as ““a most delightful
one, and the climate not at all unhealthy in February and
March.” She seems to have enjoyed good sport.

‘While speaking of Uganda one may refer to the expostulatory

C C. Graham, of the King’s African Rifles, con-
cerning the new game ordinance in that territory. Instead of
paying £10, as hitherto, for a licence to shoot elephants and
other game, officials have now to find £40. ut, from the
Goyernment {;om(: of view, there can be no doubt that the big
tuskers have been terribly shot out in Uganda, and the elephants

is y
12,000 deer were killed last season between Nov. 1 and 15, the
gunners being chiefly sportsmen from the United States.

In the Ficld columns of this year have appeared articles on
cougar hunting in Mexico, moose hunting in Acadia, sport with
\\;nrm and black-tail deer in_ the Rockies, bear hunting in
Colorado, and other items. Mr Lincoln Wilbur has sent us
accounts of the cost of Canadian hunting and *‘The Hunter's
Chance in_Wyoming.” The game of this once splendid region
has not yet been shob out, and protective laws are now enforced.
Wapiti and mountain sheep, for example, may nosw only be shot
in five counties until the year 1915. Mr Wiibur states that
prongbuck antelopes, under ‘protection, now have a fair chance.
Not long since they were, apparently, approaching perilously
near extermination. The State of Maine, despite much_ shoof-
ing, is still one of the finest big game preserves in the Union,
During last season 3007 hunters’ were in the country, and some
5000 deer, besides bears, a few moose, and other game, were
carried by the various railways from ‘that State, This by no
means represents the total slain by gunners. Licenced hunters
and trappers accounted for 85 bears, 512 foxes, 658 mink,
127 sable, 395 beavers, and many other fur-bearing creatircs,
Alaska continues to offer immense attractions to big game sports-

men, and in spite of heavy and restrictive licenses many hunters
find their way to that fine game region, Bear, moose, caribou,

“THE GUN AND ITS DEVELOPMENT,” By W. W.
Greener. Ninth edition of this standard work on gunnery now
ready, price 10s. 6d. (Cassell and Co.), extra foolscap 4to, 802 pages,
over 1000 illustrations. Extracts from recent press opinions : “It
isfull of useful information from cover to cover, and its pages denote
the wonderfully close attention which the author paid to happenings
in gun manufacture during the late Victorian era. A most excel-
lent photogravure likeness of the author has been utilised as a
frontispiece, and well he deserves the prominence thus accorded
him, if only for having so ably collected much valuable material
for the instruction of sportsmen.”—The Field, Aug. 20, 1910.
“Richer than ever in its illustrations, which were always plentiful,
and, still better, helpful. Here is the fruit of a long and hard- -
working life, 800 pages of thoroughly practical matter, affording
someting like a royal road to knowledge in this one department of
science and of romance and antiquarian quaintness. We make no
pretence of being able to criticise; we are lost in admiration of the

shooter’s encyclopedia. "—The Sportsman, Aug. 1, 1910—W, W,
Greener, Gunmaker, St. Mary's-square, Birmingham.—[Apvr. |

“MODERN SPORTING GUNNERY,” by Henry Sharp.
“Well worth the jon of all who are d
in the mechanical and technical aspects of sporting guns and
rifles . . . We have practically nothing but praise for a volume
which has given great pleasure in the reading.”—F'ield, Nov. 4,
1906. 5s. 5d., post free. Westley Richards and Co. Limited,
178, New Bond-street, London, W., and 12, Corporation-street,
‘Birmingham.—[AbyT.]

WILLIAM FORD, St. Mary's-row, Birmingham, Gunmakes
and Gua Fitter. Light Guns ind Small Bores borod on my
Eclipse principle a speciality to give as wide a pattern as it 18
l}oﬁstble to get. Borer of the Winning Guns at great London

rials, 1875-1879; also borer and maler of all trial guns for
Kynoch’s Perfect cases. Shooting Schools, Birmingham, and
Manchester.—[Apvr.]

SECONDHAND GUNS.—Some Bargains by eminent makers
taken in exchange for Beesley's new 16-bore gun. List.—Beesley,
2,5t. James's-street, London, 8, W.—[Apvr.]




