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TRAVEL AND COLONISATION.

e
R E. H. SHACKLETON made it his proud boast before
he left this country that even as until then he had
adhered to his time-table, so when he promised that his expedi-
tion should sail from New Zealand for the South Polar regions
on New Year's Day the promise could be relied on. The boast
has been justified. Punctually on Jan. 1 the Nimrod was taken
in tow by the Koonya, the steamship engaged, in order to save
the expedition’s supplies of coal, to take the exploring ship-down
to the edge of the pack-ice, through which the Nimrod will then
have ta fdrce her way into the open water of the Ross Sea. :[ier‘e
it may bo hoped that the dition will find a irative
clear cowse to King Bdward VII. Land, where the wintering
party is to establish its headquarters. Mr Shackleton’s plans
are already well known. There is little mew to record, the
principal change appearing to be that alluded to in a
received by the explorer's wife on the day of s iling, wherein
Mr Shack!eton mentions that the landing party will number, not
twelve, but fifteen men.

The original distribution of the work
t0 be dcne in the Antarctic summer of 1908-9 was that three of
the members of the scientific staff should stay in the neighbour-
hood of the winter quarters, three follow the coast northwards
and eastwards round towards Alexandet I. Land' and Graham
Tand, three penetrate the interiar of King Edward VIL Land,
and {hreo devote themselyes to the task of reaching the South
Pole. From a statement of his plans which the explorer has left
behind it may be gathered that the additional three men who will
spend the winter m the Antarctic aréa are designed to strengthen
the party which will aim at the Pole. It has bee‘n stated in
oonnection with the sailing of the Nimrod from New Zealand
that while the explorers will ever have the attainment of tho
Pole in view, the primary object of the expedition is to carry the
outposts of exact science farther into the unknown South. The
exact reverse in the case. Mr Shackleton has never made any
secreb of the fact thaf though he recognises the interest and
value of scientific research, and has equipped his expedition to
do as much as possible in that direction, yet the dominating
purpose of the expedition is to reach the South Pole. To his mind
such is the ambition, secret or avowed, of every explorer who
pushes his way into the vast unexplored regions within tho
Antaretic Circle, and all along he has declared that he preferred
1o be perfectly frank about the matter. Whatever may be said
in criticism of this view, Mr Shackleton’s confession will strike
& sympathetic chord in many hearts.
will realise his ambition is useless. 3
part of miles from the patch of coast which has been
named k‘:ﬁ Edward VIL d, and nothing is known of the
geographical conditions in between. Mr Shackleton hopes to be
able ta travel over the surface of Ross's Ice Barrier, and what
ve men can he and his icns may be truste

to do. Bub those at home can only await the resulb, while
epeeding the expedition on its way with wishes for its success.

Comparatively little attention has been paid in this country to
the journey through the heart of Asia which was carried out in
1904-5 by Count de Lesdain. The Count, it is true, does not
pose as a skilled scientific explorer, His carcer has been in the
diplomatic service, which without reproach may be said to bo
more favourable to touring than to exploring zeal. In the
summer of 1902, however, when returning to_Europe on leave of
absence from his post as Attaché to the French D‘e:ga'.ion ab

SPORT ROUND LAKE BARINGO, BRITISH EAST AFRICA.
IT IS A HOT and weary march of six days from the Uganda

Railway to Lake Baringo, but when once ibs shores are
reached the sport is good if one can stand the mosquitoes and
high temperature. It is a seven hours' march the first day to
Campi ya Moto, where the first water is encountered. We passed
on the way many Masai, the great warlike tribe of East Africa.
These people own incredible numbers of cattle and sheep, and
if in quest of sport it is well to keep out of their way, for the
country over which they roam will be eaten as bare as a billiard
table in the course of a very few 4days, and not a head of
autelope will in consequence be found. All along the road I
heard complaints from settlers who had {aken up land in the
Masai grazing grounds. Should a party happen to appear on the
scenes, their cattle, like locusts, ate one out of house and home
in an incredible short space of time. It had often been proposed
to put the Masai in a reserve, and they seemed by no means
averse to this arrangement, Since the ‘time of which I write
the Masai haye been placed in 2 large reserve, where I understand
they are contented happy. The Masai men for the
most part went stark naked, but the women wore dirty, filthy
American cloth or skins. The ears of the men and women have
enormous slits made in the under lobe, and these slits are so
stretched that they frequently droop down as much as 6in.
In these slits they wear earrings of varicus sorts, i.c., beads or
copper and brass wire, and I have seen men carrying a ilb.
tin of tobacco in their ear slits. Others simply bore a hole in the
back of the ear lobe and place a toothpick or simliar rare article
therein, The women have coils of iron, copper, and brass wire
wound round their legs, arms, and necks, which certainly has
a not unpleasing effect. This wire is wound round so tight that
in many cases it must be exceedingly injurious, resembling as it
does the tight-lacing of young women ut home. The young
men do no work, but leaye it all to the old women. They save
themselves for fighting. Each young buck has a harem of gome
six or eight very young girls. Should he by any bad luck have
a child by any of These immature women it is promptly strangled
and nothing more is said about the matter. These girls are
called “ditog,” and do absolutely no work.

The second day’s march brought me to the foob of rocky hills.
All morning I passed long processions of Masai men, women, and
children. Ome of the latter, who seemed terribly afraid of the
white man, was caught by a big warrior and made to come
and say “How do you do?” to me. He struggled gallantly for
a long while, but at length became pacified when I gave him a
piece of chocolate and made signs to him 1o eat it. Nearly all
the men came up to me and held my hand, showing how this
once powerful and warlike tribe has become reconciled to British
rule. When passing over the rocky hills the heat was very great,
and I was obliged to lay down at last utterly exhausted, probably
having been touched up a little by the sun striking on my back
for so long.

The next day was Christmas Day, and I thought I must try to
shoot some animal to form our Christmas dinner. Nor did I have
long to wait, for the sun had scarcely appeared above the horizon
when I saw a small herd of Jackson’s hartebeest stepping out
of the thin bush on to an open plain. After a careful stalk I
succeeded in shooting a fine bull, much to the delight of my
twenty odd porters, who lost no time in ekinning the game. My
tent had been carried on ahead, and, after a long day’s march
through very beautiful country, consisting of rocky hill and
ravine, I did the last lap over stony ground in a half fainting
condition. Not even on the hot plains of Somaliland did

ber exp: i such utter exhaustion as I felt that

Peking, Count de Lesdain journeyed across M to the
Trans Siberian Railway, afterwards publishing a small volume
account is experiences. The journey

econtaining a lively i 5, T 14
seems to have stimulated his appetite for travelling in countries
seldom visited by Europeans. When he left Peking in the middle
of 1904, accompanied by his wife, it was with the ambition to
completo nothing less than an overland journey to India. Nearly
2 year and a half later he was able to Teport from Darjiling
that this task had been successfully accomplished. There is mo
very large tract of virgin country open to the explorer in Central
Asia, but the expedition followed new routes over several portioms
of its course. Tibeb was cn from north to south, and albo-
gether it is caleulated that the journey extended over a distance
of between four and five thousand miles. As far as possible
Count de Lesdain took advantage of the opporbunities that offered
for geographical werk, and, as was stated in this column some
weels ago, it was hoped that he would be able to give an account
of the expedition to the Fellows of the Royal i
Society in the course of the present session. These hopes have
doomed to disappointment, owing to the Count’s departure
for South America; but before leaving Europe he lectured on
his jowrney before the Paris Geographical Society, and from the
ublished reports some interesting particulars may be gathered.
E’r«nn Peking the travellers crossed to the Ordos country, in the
t bend of the Hwang-ho, where Count de Lesdain was
ﬂe:ressed by the number of Chinese who had establiched them-

selves and were proving the agricultural possibilities of the soil.

Further west, in the Alashan region, interesting traces of former
occupation were discovered in districts that are now given over
to tho desert; but, on the other hand, extensive fertile and

cultivated tracts were found to extend in*glm depieted on the
map as sterile wastes, A detour to the south carried the
travellers into the provinee of Kansu, where among other places
visited was the famous monastery of Kum Bum, near Si-ning, to
the east of Kuku Nor.

Elaborate preparations for the jowmey into Tibet were madoe
at An-si, on the road east from Lop Nor, and when the Count
and his wife started on this stage of their journey it was at the
head of a caravan comprising sixty mules, four horses, and four
camels, in charge of ten abtendants. By painful marches the
expedition crossed the mountain ranges separating the Gobi
Desert from the Tsaidam region, avoiding as far as possible the
routes followed by Russian and other explorers. In Tsaidam

position was fixed of the Dabasun Nor, -and then came tho
traverse of Tibeb proper, in the course of which the Count states
reached the sources of the Yangtee at a height of

7000 motres (nearly 23,000ft.). Mr W. W. Rockhill, on his journey
i the early nineties, reached what he believed to

v the Yangtse, and it will be interesting to
sea how far his observations coincide with those of Count de
TLesdain when the full narrative and map of the latter's explora-
tions are available. Great hardships were endured by the Count
and his companions. The baggage animals were reduced to three
in number, and dne of the drivers died, owing to the altitude
at which the expedition travelled in the neighbourhood of the
Yangtee sources. Two of the other drivers also succumbed to
the privations they sufiered before the expedition made its way
through to the Indian plains. Not omly the altitude and the
mountainous character of the country made travelling difficult,
but in the summer months it was found that considerable tracts
in the well-watered eastern regions of Tibet were converted into
veritable quagmires. From the Tibetans, however, no oppesition
whatever was encountered. Travelli he year after the British
mission to Lhasa, the Count made his way without the least
hindrance on this score from the ecources of the Yangtse
4o the shores of Tengri Nor. No mention is made of any
aitempt to reach Lhasa, From the lake shores the expedition
comtinued its march to the Brahmaputra, past the great fortress
of Namling, , after crossing the river, had no difficulty in
reaching Gyangtse, where the British political agent accorded the
travellers a very hearty welcome. The journey was completed by
way of the Chumbi Valley and Sikkim, o that the expedition
crossed Tibet right from north to south—probably a unique
distinction. The passage from China to India by such a_routo
is one which any explorer might be proud to have accomplished,
and that Count~de Lesdain's wife ehould have accompanied him
§s remarkablo evidexce of the powers of lady travellers, recalling
Mrs Littledale’s grea¥. journey through Tibet with her husband
in the middle nineties.
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evening, when I staggered like a drunken man to and fro into
camp. There, to my disgust, I found a deputation of some fifty
warriors of the tribe of Kamasia who had called to see me. I
was obliged, tired out as I was, to shake hands with fifty stark
naked, copper-coloured individuals, armed with spears and knob-
kerries. They one and all squatted right in front of my tent
and refused to budge. I saw the inevitable sheep which they
had brought me as a present, and this I knew meant that they
wanted five times its value in something else. They felt the
blankets on my bed, but I shook my head. I had absolutely
nothing to give them, and told them I did not want their sheep.
Seeing this, to my utter amazement, the head man said they
would give me the sheep and would expect nothing in return. A
right royal Christmas gift, I thought! I gave the head man a
pocket knife as a parting gift, and, after looking over all my
things and feeling my clothes, they at length made their
departure, much to my relief. Things might have been worse.
1 had a whole hartebeest for the men, a sheep for myself, and,
tired ag a dog, I poured out a drop of whiskey and wished my
friends at home a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
. Next day I reached Lake Hamnington, or Lake Zewa, to give
it its proper native name. There I had the luck to shoot a big
hippopotamus in a marsh close by. I also saw a number of
warthogs making across an open plain, their tails cocked up in
the air in ludicrous fashion. At three o'clock mext morning we
were on the march. It was a beautiful moonlight morning, so
there was little fear of trouble from lions when going through
the dense bush. We disturbed scores of guineafowl which were
roosting in the trees, and a few herds of gazelle were encountered
when we got into mere open country. About 6.30, when we were
going through thin bush country, the caravan was charged and
scattered by a rhinoceros which came snorting and squealing past.
ab a terrific pace, I was too far in front to get a shot at him.
It took quite a long time after this excitement to collect the
porters, many of whom were discovered safely lodged in trees,
having thrown down their heavy loads and holted at sight of the
thino. After a rest we took a sudden turn to the cast and
commeticed oné of the stiffest ascents 1 have ever made in
Africa.  The ground was covered with loose stones, so that the
going was very slow. Uf an we went. So steep was it that
1 marvelléd how the heavily laden porters would reach the
summit. The views of the Great Rift Valley becanie grander and
grander until suddenly, between two hills, I caught my first
glimpse of the great lake Baringo. It was a magnificent sight,
and I sat and admired the vast scene before me for several
minutes. I pitched camp at the Government station, about eight
miles above the shores of the lake. Here there was a force
of some seventy mative police and thirty porters. The natives
round Lake Baringo consisted of Kamasia, natives of the Nile,
and the Wa-Suk. b Suk are perhaps the most extraordinary-
looking creatures I had ever beheld. The men were.very tall,
extremely ugly, and went about stark'naked, although a few
wore @ kind of chest and back protector made of raw hide; but
b{ far the most peculiar thing about them was their method
of dressing the hair. It was uﬁowe& to grow long, and by some
curious process it was matted together into a huge pouch or bag,
which hung down the back. This solid bag of matted hair, which
looked exactly like a piece of rhinoceros hide, had a large pocket
inside, in which the Suk places small articles, such as s,
snuff, food, &e. To get ab these things the hand had to be
passed over the shoulder, as the entrance to the bag was
underneath. From the bottom of the bag a thin piece of hom,
which looked like wire, curled upwards, terminating in a white
ball of fluff, exactly like the headgear of @ pantaloon in a Christ-
mas pantomime. They carried two enormously long spears, the
edges of which were protected by skeleton sheaths. The butt
ends of the spears terminated in sharp iron spikes. The women
did nob dress their hair after the fashion of the men, and
this may be because they had no hair to speak of ; mangy-looking
tufts were all they possessed. They wers, however, adorned
with the usual strings of blue beads, and wore numerous brass
earrings. They were perfectly hideous women, and some wore
filthy dirby old skins, which covered the whole of their bodies,
whilst others ported a lein cloth only. They seemed to be very
friendly, and possessed a goodly number of sheep and cattle.
They build no proper huts, and are certainly one of the most
primitive of the African races.
1t was very hot close by the shores of the lake, but I had very
good sport,  gebting rhinoceros, which swarmed in the bush,
impala with very good horns, Peter's gazelle, waterbuck, hippo-
potamus, shot from a native dugout cance, and Jackson’s harte-
. The mosqui finally drove me away to-the morth-east
of the lake; where there was much game. From a bit of rising
ground near my camp 1 saw almost at my feet in the thin bush
country several heids of Peter’s gazelle and two herds of impala.
Further on there were innumerable herds of impala and gazelle.
Still further out on the plain my glass showed me a never-ending

stream -of zebra-and-oryx, with-a single rhinoceros and her-calf,
and last, but mot least, there stocd motionless, like @ leaning
tower of Pisa, the gigantic form of a single girafle. This pano-
rzma, bfked by giant mountains and a. setting sun, was a sight
worth a lifetime to behold. Every day I encountered huge herds
of eland, but they were very difficult to approach, and it was
only after the hardest work that I succeeded in shooting one
huge bull, which must have weighed no less than 2000lb.

had an. exciting adventure with a Thinoceros. Seeing some
zebra approaching me, 1 lay down my rifle and, motioning my
gun bearers to equat down, began to stall the animals through
dense thorn bush. Just when I was getting quite elcse to them T
all but stepped on a huge rhino, which was lying in a deep trench
before me. With a snort and a squeal he was up, and, turning
rcund, stood facing me but a few feeb away. I scarcely dared
to breathe, as, armed only with a tiny camera, I crouched behind
a thorn bush, expecting every moment he would charge. Oddly
enough, it never entered my head that I ought to “ snap”-him
with the camera. At length after what scemed to me an age,
he whisked round and went crashing’ through the bushes, puff-
ing and enorting like a great steam roller. Another day I fe!l
in with an enormous giraffe, which I stalked. I was simply
surrounded by game during the operation, and was obliged to
get 1id of them as best I could. 1 avoided some oryx antelope,
Showed myself judiciously to some gazelle to get them out, of
the way, when I suddenly discovered that I was erawling on hands
and knees behind the inevitable rhino. I was terribly afraid
he would stampede the girafie, but luckily ““the leaning tower
of Pisa” strode on towards me without noticing the pachyderm.
At last T got to a friendly bush and sat down waiting for the
giraffe to pass. How long he seemed to take to come! Then
all at once the immense beast strode into view, and I do not
think T ever beheld a more stately or a grander sight. As I fired
he gave a lurch sideways, and @ second ball in the ribs brought
him with a gigantic thud to the earth. He measured 16ft. Zin.
tqtta]l] height, 8it. 10in. at the withers, and exactly 8ft. 4in. in
girth.

On way way back I had an_exciting adventure with a bull
buffalo’in a reedy marsh near ke Hannington, and one cold
early morning before sunrise almost stepped on to an enormous
python, which lay like a fallen tree in my path. This snake
measured exactly 15ft., and its greatest girth was 164in. He was
5o heavy that T could nob it him off the ground. Nothing of
further interest occurred on my march back to the railway, which
I reached late on the fifth day. I took the train down the line
to Nairobi, and then refitted for a second expcd‘i;.ioz into the

interior. G, PreL.

HUNTING WHALES IN THE NORTH PACIFIC.

'WHILE IN CAMP on an island in Kyuquot Sound, where T

was hunting €lk, word was brought me that T might take
a trip the mext day on the Pacific Whaling Company’s sbeamer
and seo them kill a whale. Accordingly 9.80 or so that night
found me trying to make a landing wilh a “dug-out’’ Indan
canoe on the beach at the whaling station. It was some time
before we could find a suitable place, and then I had to wade
ashore through water which nexi morning was found to bo at
least half whale refuse. But it was dark at the time, and I could
not: see what I was walking through, so it did not matter.

T found the manager's house, and he very kindly came down
and helped us unload our cance and take our camp equipment,
&c., up to his house, where he very Lospitably entertained us,
and I enjoyed the finst bed T had slept in for over a month.
At 4 am. we were | and were eodn’ on board the St.
Lawrence, the company’s whaling steamer, which Jeft, about five.
She is a small boat, about the size of a good tug, and was pre-
Viously engaged in whaling on the Newfoundland coast, from
where also came the captain and all of the crew except the pilot,
who, of course, is a local man. 2

Tt was fine moonlight, and just as we were emerging from tha
sound on to the open ocean it began to get light. ~At this point
the engineer very thoughtfully provided us with some steaming
hot cocoa and biscuits, as breakfast was not to be until eight
o'clock, and the Chinese cook was declared to be of the * born
tired” variety. As soon as it was sufficiently light one of the
crew was senf, up into the © crow’s nest.”’—a barrel-like structure
on the mast—to look out for whales. Abcut half-past six he
reported whales to the south, and the boat was headed for them.
They proved to be of the “hump-back ” variety, and as the
captain—a burly Norwegian and a whaler from his youth up—
wanted to get & ur bottcm,” ho passed through them
ab first, but, not finding what he was looking for, scon turncd
his attention to the “hump-backs,” which were blowing and
swimming about on all sides f us. Sometimes more than

half ouf of water they would lurch over a wave, and
then, with their enormous tails ht out of the water,
they would d a short dive. We very soon had cue

right ahead of us, and then things began to get interesting. The
captain stood by the side of his gun, which was like a small
cannon and mounted on a pivot right in the bow, and waved
steering directions with his hand, manceuvring first in one direc-
tion and then in another. * Slow,” * Stop,” *“ Half speed,” all
rang on the engine telegraph, then full speed ahead. The ‘whale
tries to cross our bows, the exact moment has come, a loud
roport, o mighty splash, the cable Tuns out after the harpoon,
the sea is suddenly red with blood, and a whale is caught. Tie
cable continues to run out, and we go dead slow after it. The
whale has ‘ sounded,” but he scon comes up again, and at
the end of about 160 fathoms of rope starts towing the ship;
bub not for very long, as the deadly bomb which is fixed ju
behind the head of the harpoon has exploded and dome its work,
and he soon begins to weaken. The gulls flock round into the
blood-stained sea in gleeful anticipation. The engine is reversed
and we go slow astern, and, as the sea happens to be very rough,
wo back right into a wave and ship a lof, and the Chinese cook
comes rushing up to say there is a foot of water in the cabin.
But no one seems to pay much attention to him, ard in a few
minutes the whale has given the last savage lash of his tail and tho
eteam winch is slowly hauling him to the ship’s side. He is quite
dead, and as he comes alongside two of the crew skilfully throw
a weighted rope under his tail (very reminiscent of certain stag
takings in Exmoor streams), which is hauled up close to the side
and secured to the ship by a big chain. After this two men
arrived with big knives on the end of poles, cut the big flappers,
which are valueless, off his tail, so that they shall nob drag in
the water when the whale is being towed home. Then a thing
like a large hypodermic syringe is shoved into the monster’s side,
and air is pumped in to e him tloat. In this condition they
are often left floating, with a flag on the end of a pele stuck into
them, so they can be left while the boab goes in search of another.
But to-day it is too rough for this, and he has to be kept in tow.
After this we adjourned to breakfast, and, although the violent
rolling was beginning to make me have qualms about mal de mer.
T very much enjoyed eggs for breakfast after a month of camp

dieb.
Soon after breakfast another * hump-back” was taken, ard
on this one I practised a gocd deal of photography; but as I had

to lean over the side of the ship and hang on tight with one
hand, most of the pictures were failures. I thought I had
“sna; » this whale in the act of being but tie

result only shows a sea picture with a splashing in one corner of it.
It was hard enough to keep the view finder of a kodak on the
whale. How the captain managed to keep his gun on the mark
I do not know, yet be has only missed two whales out cf over
200 this season.

After this one was trusced up, the look-out reported a “sulphur
bottom”” in view, and we went after him; bui he ** sounded”
just as we got up to him, and as they cften stay down nearly half
L oot badsts s g s P Mhees: o phurbobtbmaiiare darid
and more valuable whales, and often show a great deal of fizht
before they are finally hauled in. As many as three harpcons
have been fired into one whale, and on oné occasion one of them
towed this boat for seven hours a distance of twenty-five miles,
the engines all the time going * slow astern.” I think it was ths
same one that broke a blade of the propeller with his tail. Ab
least that happened on one occasion this year. of than
whales measure 80ft. or 90ft. long, and are worth about £300
each.. However, to-day we saw no more “sulphur bottoms,” and
after “chasing and securing another “hump-back,” the captain
decided to go back with what he had, as the sea was getting
worse all the time.

We made very slow progress with the three earcases towing



