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the point of the knife. As it was, after glancing at my gun, he
was notlong in summing up the situation and in relieving us of
his company.

One n some directions how easily brigandage could be
effected, although in this part of the country it is now practically
extinct. One day, accompanied by Beppo and a Circassian
guard (the latter an old friend and a good sportsman). I drove
some miles beyond the large villaﬁe of Demil Kapu as far as the
entrance of the pass leading over the range of mountains on the
main road to Bali Kesri. There, having left our horses at a little
guard house containing the usual three zaphtiehs, we took to the
mountains. We had been told that partridges were very plenti-
ful in the neighbourhood, and red-legs do frequent wooded

round very much, but still such covert as we passed through,

om its want of variety and immense estent, did mnot
strike one as being promising. Up the steep spur of a
hill, with an impassable gorge at one side of. us, we
toiled waist deep in oak scrub and thorns for about 1000ft.,
only to raise one covey and one woodcock, neither of which gave
us a shot. 'he thorns were terrible, the going stoney and
slippery, the heat great, and there was no water within reach, so
at the summit of this hill T thought we might well pause, to
admire the view and enjoy the wild solitude. A wilderness
of bush-clad mountains lay to the north-west, though not
altogether trackless, for now and then we had come upon
paths such as an active native horse might follow, but
the paths seemed to be very little used, and are pro-
bably known to very few. One understood now the strategic
value of the guard house as a protection to the high road
against the incursions of the lawless from the inaccessible
screen. The covert was equally good for big game, and we
were told that boar were plentiful, but to ensure any chance of
a kill a regiment of beaters would be required, and a number of
guns carefully posted. We returned empty handed ; nevertheless,
the experience had been an interesting one, The Circassian guard
quite agreed with me that the neighbourhood of arable land was
better for partridges, and cleverly demonstrated his ideas by
ploughing with his fingers and afterwards imitating the sowing
of brahim and I were never at a loss to understand each
other by some such means, either out shooting or fishing.

Beppo, Heetor, and I continued to hunt the country round about
with varying success, but generally bagginga few birds, He was
anintell t boy, very keen, and with the instincts of a sports-
man, and by this time I had discovered that the dog’s langnage
was Greek, 50 that we got along very well together; but although
Hector had attached himself to me and worked as best he knew
how, I could not induce him to cast. One day after I had been
treating Beppo to a long dissertation on the proper working and
management of pointers and setters, he informed me that his
father, who was a great sportsman, had just the very dog to suit
me, and a glowing account he gave of the dog’s method of
Tanging. On morrow accordingly the boy presented
himself with this paragon on a lead. In appearance
this dog was the exact opposite to Heetor, inclining to the setter
rather than the pointer type, wavy-coated, white excepting for a
‘brown patch on the chest,and he rejoiced in the name of Bismark.
On our way to the beat chosen for the day we had to cross a mile
or two of useless ground, and I noted thatso careful was Beppo of
thedog that he kepthim on the lead till we reached alikely hillside
on which were patches of young wheat and stubble, surrounded
by rough grass and scattered bushes. Here at last the bold, wide-
ranging Bismarkwas enlarged, and then certainly he made the very
widest cast possible, for instantly tucking his tail between his legs
he took a straight line for home at the top of his speed, and was
SEen no m ked lain this Bej i
me thata few days previously hisfatherhad fired at the dogand put
somecorns into hisshoulders as a punishment for disobedience. But
thisappeared to be a trifling affair, for his father, he added, had shot
another dog fourteen times, or fourteen dogs (Iam not sure which),
for the same reason. I replied that however that might be, he
might rest assured that Bismark would never follow a gun again.
‘The dog’s owner was one of the champion local sportsmen whose
company out shooting, it now seemed, I had certainly been wise
in declining. Taithful brown Hector havingarrived on the scene
in place of the vanished ghost, we proceeded on our way.

In a gale it is always difficult to find partridges, especially in a
wild, strange country; but the wind was from thenorth, a refresh-
ing change after the long-continued depressing southerly breath
of “The old woman’s summer,” and we all breasted the hill and
the buffeting breeze with renewed hope and vigour. A singlered-
leg rose wild out of a bush among some wheat, and flew up wind,
disappearing over the crest of the hill. Thinking that this bird
probably knew of some sheltered corner where the rest of the
covey were assembled, I took the hint and followed on its line,
The descent was steep, bushy, and bad going, and Hector and 1
kept to the more open spots, while Beppo perseveringly beat the
impenetrable parts of the thicket. Presently the stones he threw

ushed the covey, but out of gunshot, and they faced the
wind as did the single bird. Against such a gale their flight
couldnot be a long one, and a couple of hundred yards further
on Hector pointed them in a cleft full of bushes on the very verge
of a precipice. This time I was well within range and dropped
both my birds, but the first fell over the precipice, and, despite
2ll that Beppo and Hector could do, it was not recovered. It
probably stuck in the top of a bush. They were red-legs of the
ordinary size.

It was evidently useless looking for birds on open ground, so we
confined our i to bush-covered holes in the neighb
hood of corn and stubble. Anon out of one of these sheltered
nooks boy and dog sprung a strong eoveg of the larger redlegs,
but T only got one bird to a longshot. The covey, however, broke
nicely into capital covert on either side, and I should certainly
have made a good bag had not an unfortunate eontretemps
occurred, We were joined by a native sportsman, a Turk, whose
persistent offers to shoot with me I had firmly declined. A glance
2t him was sufficient. In all my experience I never saw a man so
careless, not to say reckless, in the handling of his gun. He
carried it by a strap at full cock, sometimes slung over his arm,
sometimes in hishand, and dragged the weapon through the bushes
with the muzzle almost invariably pointed at me at a distance of
ten to fifteen yards, no matter which side of him I might take.
Noticing that something was wrong with one of his hands, Tapplied
to Beppo for information. Tt apgenrnd that he had shot himself
in the hand, and, being a Mahommedan, had refused to have
several fingers ampntated, so that they now hung by some skin
only. I felt an immediate resﬁect for this sportsman. A man
who could shoot himself in the hand with a breechloader must be
a genius; but having, like Mr Pickwick, no desire to be shot for
the sake of appearances, I called up Hector and made my way
home, leaving the Turk and another who had joined him to blaze
away at my birds, none of which they killed. So ended a delight-
ful fortnight—delightful because, although sport was moderate,
it possessed the great charm of novelty in its style, and the
scenery was magnificent. RTHUR CRAWSHAY.
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BUFFALO HUNTING ON THE UPPER NILE.
IHE TWO KINDS OF BUFFALO met with in Africa belong
to the same race. The Indian and the American buffalo
are a different species altogether, with absolutely differently
shaped heads and horns. Theee in Africa inhabit the north and
south respectively; those in the south, which extend as far as
Central Africa, are larger and darker coloured than the northern,
which range from Central Africa to the Upper Nile. In habits,
however, they are identically the same, and afford to the big-
game hunter grand and exciting sport. Like all animals of the
ox tribe, they water daily, so it is, accordingly, in the neighbour-
heed of water that they are generally found. My experience this
year on the Upper Nile was that the herds were generally in the
swamps and high reeds on the banks of the river—places in
which it was mcst difficult and dangerous to hunt them.

Sailing up the river in large feluccas, effecting landings where
these swamps permitted, sport for some weeks had been good,
but, alas! no buffalo could be heard of. Atlast our luck changed.
Having landed one blazing hot day in March, we at once found
a perfectly fresh buffalo track; it soon, however, led us to an
impassable, deep swamp. Not to be defeated, we sent back for
my small Berthon boat, by means of which we all safely crossed,
and then continued our wanderings through the most awful mass
of reeds, which often stood far over our heads. After some hours
we decided to give it up, and make for the open country inland
iu search of other game.- Here, again, we found our way blockel
by anotlier impassable swamp. One of my native sailors accom-
panying ue, however, came to the rescue; his sharp sight had
espied a track on the far side, which he had made for, and, on
reaching the edge of the swamp, discovered some bundles of cane
reeds, which the natives use for crossing; by means of these a
web, perilous passage was made. Then commenced a weary
trathp, but little sign of game. Making a_circlo back, we came
across a village of Dinkahs (the natives of thece parts); whilst
resting here one came in to say that there were four buffalo near
Lhe reeds we had left carlier in the day. Needless to gay, guided
by the Dinkah, we were soon on their tracks; owing to the
natives’ propensity to talk, we made the rest remain behind.
He socn guided us to an opening in the bush, where four mag-
nificent bull buffaloes were standing about 60 yards off. We had
decided that my companion should take first shob. He fired,
dropping one, which never rose again, but took a second bullet
to ﬁi!l it. I immediately fired at another, which was hit, but
went away full gallop with the others, crashing through the
reeds. Their gallop only lasted for about half a mile, when we
saw them pull up and face round. After a smart stalk we once
more, to our surprise, succeeded in getting within easy shooting
distance. This time there was no mistake. took first shot,
bringing down one of the magnificent bulls, my companion almost
simultaneously accounting for another splendid fellow; with our
second barrels we both fired at the third bull dashing cff through
the reeds, my friend, with a third shot, bringing it to the ground.
Ho rushed after it, and, on coming up, the bull rose and charged
him; luckily, he dropped it dead, as the stock of his rifie had
been cracked the previous day, and thislast shot completely broke
it. It was a fine bag, as the four bulls proved to be all excep-
tionally large old beasts, carrying the mast splendid heads. The
prospect of so much meat secured us much needed help from the
natives. It was getting late in the day, and we only just
managed to skin and get the heads off before sunset, two or three
natives to each head being dispatched to earry them to our boats.
Then came the getting back ourselves; it was not till after dark,
and wading through the most awful &wamps, in some places up
to our necks in water full of erocodiles, that we reached our
boats, g] but ag pleased with our
great day’s sport. <

A few days later, whilst sailing back down the Nile, T spied,
early in the morning from the look-out on the mast of my
felucca, a fine bull and cow buffalo etanding in an opening in one
of the huge reedy swamps which border the river. They were
1ot half a mile from the shore, so I decided to land and attempt
a stalk. Accompanied by my Somali shikari, carrying a second
aun, we commenced our tramp through tangléd growth up to our
knees, After trying all round te approach them, and everywhere
finding ourselves blocked by dangerous swamp, we were about to
give it up as hopeless, but essayed one more attempt, following
a hippo’ track through very tall reeds. A hippo’ was grunting
cloge by, and every moment I feared we might find ourselves in
the awkward predicament of being charged by one. However,
we had better luck, for we suddenly emerged on to an open sheet
of water, and, wading in, found to our joy that the bottom was
sound. Cauticusly feeling our footing, we waded about 50 yards
acrces, holding the rifles over our heads, as the water was often
up to our chests. Lovely water lilies surrounded us, but the
dangers of being suddenly engulfed in swamp, not to speak of
crocodiles, hippo, and buffalo, rather took away from fully appre-
ciating their beauty. At last we emerged safely into the reeds
on the far side; a short way further on we came to an opening,
where we perceived the buffalo lying down about 60 yards ofi.
Concealment being no longer possible, T made for a_drier-looking
picce of ground, where I threw myself down ready to take a
shot. First the cow got up hurriedly, then the fine old bull rose
leisurely and stood facing me, apparently undecided what to do.
I eettled the matter by firing straight at his chest. Turning
Tound, he dashed into the high reeds immediately behind him
and vanished from my sight. As a matter of fact, he fell dead
there, but another bull that was in the reeds rushed out about
20 yards lower down, and appeared to me to be the same animal.
I fired, hitting him rather far back, whereupon he charged
straight for us. Owing to the swamp, it was not possible for
him to come very fast, neither would it have been poseible for us
o get away. My Somali shikari was alarmed, and endeavoured
to fire my eecond rifle at him; to my amusement it was at the
“mfety,” and he could not understand why it would not go off.
‘When the buffalo was about 20 yards from me I dropped him
dead. It was agreeable to find that he was a remarkably fine
bull, and that the original bull I first fired at was also lying dead
in the tall reeds. Both carried exceptionally big heads. T was
heartily glad to get back safely on my former tracks through
the water lilies, some of which I this time carried back with me.

A clean bath, change of clothes, dose of quinine, and a good
breakfast enabled me to plate with great sati: ion my
fine buffalo heads, which the crew had, in the meantime, brought
on board. A look-out from the mast of the boat informed me that
he had secured a good view cf cur stalk, that there were several
other buffalo in the reeds, and on my first shot they were running
round trying to get our wind, which, had they eucceeded in
doing, would probably have resulted in our receiving an awkward
charge. <

Once found, the buffulo are, owing to their fearlessness, fairly
casy of approach, but in these reedy swamps hunting them is
a decidedly dangerous procceding, as they are more ready to
charge than fo run away; at least, that wae our experience this
year, and others have told me the same. Later, I twice met fine
Tords in open country, and could easily have shob good specimens,
but, having sccured all the heads I ‘wished, T contented myself
with taking camera instead of rifie chofs} this, too, requires
caution Lo prevent their viewing or getting one's wind. = A
friend, who was hunting in the same district this year, informed
me that he had some very marrow escapes, on one occnsion being
charged by a whole herd, and, but for making a lucky double
in the tall reeds, would have had abcut twenty on him all
together,

There is a tribe of Bedouin Arabs who hunt the buffalo, when
they find them in the open, on horeeback, and, when getting
alongside, ham-siring them with a long knife. I cannct imagine
a more dangerous pursuit. 1 came across a party who had just
returned from a hunt, and one of their number was in a sad
state, with broken leg and ribs; having failed in his cut, he had
been caught and teceed by an infuriated bull.

There are still large herds of buffalo on_the Upper Nile. A
licence of 40 guineas is necessary to shoot big game, and on this
only four buffalo may be shot; further, there is a huge tract
of ‘country in which shooting is not permitted, and which is
reserved as a eanctuary, so there is no fear of this fine animal
now becoming as extinet as the American buffalo. Owing to these
good laws, there is every probability that for many years to come
the big-game hunter will be able to obtain in this district that
fice coveted trophy, a good buffalo head. 7. W. Y.

RHINO SHOOTING IN BRITISH EAST AFRICA.
N CERTAIN PARTS of British East Africa the rhinoceros
still exists in undiminished numbers, and remains a
great source of danger and anncyance both to the settlers and
to the natives, many of the latter having been killed whilst
trekking from village to village without having in any way
interfered with these ferocious brutes, and the damage done to
a settler’s shamba—i.e., iculbural holdi one night by
a single rhino can only be compared to a steam plough having
run amuck. It is, therefore, little to be wondered at that settlers
are trying to get this animal classed with the vermin of the
country, which would do away with the necessity of holding a
£50 licence before being allowed to shoot these wholly useless,
dangerous, and mcst deetructive of animals. At present on a
sportsman’s licence costing £50 the holder is only permitted to
shoot two of these animals, and woe betide the individual who
shoots more than the prescribed number, even in self cefence,
as these would be no end of the whys and wherefores demanded
from him by the Government.

Not so very long ago a large male rhino charged full tilt at
a Uganda railway carringe whilst in motion, damaging tho
foothoard. Unnecessary to say, the rhino came off second best,
but without, however, having sustained any apparent injury.
The force of the concussion sent him sprawling on his haunches,
where he remained for a second or two gazing up at the train in
a mcet bewildered manner. However, no doubt thinking dis-
cretion the better part of valour, he picked himself up, and,
having counted his legs and horns'to make quite surc that none
were missing, he went off at a swinging trot out into the plain,
where he was soon lost to view.

Having hunted big game in various parts of Africa for some
fourteen years, it is not surprising that during that period I
have experienced some exciting adventures, and the rhino hunt
I am about to relate happened only a few weeks ago, and was
one of the narrowest squeaks I have ever had. d been
engaged by Dr Clifford Brookes, of London, to show him the
different game localities in British East Africa, as the time he
had at his disposal was very limited, and he maturally desired
the best bag possible during his stay here.

‘We had been out about a forf.niiht and had already started
a good bag with varicus antelope, but had been unfortunate as
regards big game, several of the best localities in which T hoped
to find rhino and lion having been drawn blank. Camp was
eventually pilehed in a likely place for rhino, and on the second
day there T had, as was my usual custom, sént two of the best
trackers out at daybreak to reconnoitre, accompanied by one of
the_camp boys, whom they could send in for us in the event of
their coming across rhino, two heads of which the doctor was
desirous of securing as trophies. We remained in camp, and had
almost given up thoughts of hunting for that day, when we
spied the camp boy running towards us. He came in breathless,
and reported that our trackers had sent him in to inform us
that they had come across two large male rhino in some thick
bush about seven miles from camp. All thoughts of eating was
at once abandoned, and, seizing our - cordite rifles, and
stuffing a few biscuits into a satchel, we set off as fast as the
heavy going would let us.

Our path for the first mile or so lay through thick forest,
but after about half an hour’s difficult going we emerged on to
the open plain, and here we made up for lost time, and a little
over two hours saw us at the scene of operations. Here we wers
joined by our two trackers, Momba and Kamao, who pointed out
to_us the patch of thick bush into which they had seen the
rhincs enter about four hours previcusly. The bush consisted of
scrub 6ft. or 7ft. high, and eome 10 acres in extent. Similar
patches were scattered about, the intervening distances being
covered with short grass. The first thing to be dome was to
study the wind, as the African rhino is gifted with an extra-
ordinary eense of smell, and when disturbed generally charges
up wind. This necessitated our passing the bush and going down
to the bottom edge on the far eide. The bush turne(f
even mere dense than was at fiest anticipated, and caused us to
walk in eingle file. We went from hottom to top without finding
any signs of our quarry, and were beginning to think that the
rhinos must have emerged unseen on the further side and gone
into_one of the other clumps of bueh. However, after dis-
cussing the question with the boys, we decided to pick up the
poor on the top side of our bush, where the rhinos had been
scen to enter, and track them down wind, as s0 doing we
could, of course, see where they had left this particular piece of
bush and into which other picce they had entered. ©_were
tracking very slowly, owing to the grass being dry and the
ground hard; Momba in front, then myself, then the doctor,
Kamao being stationed in a high tree commanding a view of
the whole of the scrub, so that he could give us information
should the rhino be seen to break out in either direction.

‘We had gone mearly three-fourths of the way down and were
proceeding up a narrow pathway with dense bush on either side
towards a small opening about 20 yards away when all of a
sudden Momba, who was tracking a little in front, gave a frantic

ell and bolted back towards us, nearly knocking me down in
his mad flight. The next moment we saw a huge head appear in
the narrow opening for which we had just before been making.

fore we could get our rifles to our shoulders another head
appeared behind the first, and two huge rhinos thundered down
towards us with wild and angry snorts. The doctor and I fired
simultaneously at the first head, and down it went in a heap not
10 yards from us. Taking a hasty snap-shot at the head of the
second brute, and seeing 1t was not checked, and having no time
even to eject the empty cartridges, I did the only thing possible,
and leaped on one side, but to my dismay found, on looking
round, that the rhino had also turned, and was making a bee
lino for me with head down and fire in_his eyes. Then began a
most exciting chaee, the rhino and I dodging round and round in
the thick bush. This continued, I should think, for upwards of a
minute, when the rhino, having been outdistanced, or, which is
more probable, lost my scent, gave up the chase, much to my
delight, and went off with his swinging trot towards the edge of
the bush. After regaining my breath, and having been joined
by the doctor and Mcmba, wf;u, by the bye, had witnessed my
undignified sprint without, however, being able to offer any
ass'stance, as the rhino was completely hidﬁen from their sight,
and, the only view of the chase that they got being an occasional
bobbing up of my head whilst I was passing through or jumping
over eome of the smaller bushes, it was determined to have
another shot at the rhino.
. The animal had been seen by Kamao from his point of vantage
in the tree to enter into a small clump of bush about 100 ynrsl
to our right. We were once more obliged to go down wind,
owing to the peculiar situation of this bush, and had gone about
80 yards towards it when I espied our rhino crossing another
small opening and about 20 yards off. He was going ab
right angles to us, and, presenting his whole body, offered a
most tempting target. As he would have been out of sight the
next instant I took a hashf' aim at his shoulder and fired. To
my mortification, 1 saw the now thoroughly maddened brute,
instead of falling, as I expected, turn, and charge right down
towards us with tail in air and snorting with rage. Being a
little in front of the doctor, I stepped on one side so that he
could get a elear shot past me. e fired both barrels at the
oncoming brute, and, not having time to reload, turned to spring
out of the way. In attempting this, however, his foot caught in
one of the numerous creepers with which the place was strewn,
and down he went head first into a bush right in the path of the
wounded rhino. I had reserved my left barrel, and just as the
rhino was within a few fect of me I sprang aside, and as the
brute with head: down thundered peet, almost brushing me with
its side, T let him have a ‘400 in the ‘néck, and now had the
eatisfaction cf secing him go down on his knees all of a heap.
The rate he was geing can io judged by the fact that we found,
on measuring afterwards, the impetus” had carried him some 6
yarcs, ploughing up the ground for that distance to the depth
of 3in. to 4in. This brought him to within a few feet of where
the doctor was lying, bub, although he did his best to get up,
the 400 in the neck proved too much for him, and his struggles
were soon put an end to by the doctor, who had quickly regained
Lis feet. All this took bub a few seconds. The boys, Kamao
and Momba, now came up, they having marveliously disappeared
immediately u-_eﬁ had caught sight of the rhino, and, with many
disparaging epithets, belaboured the dead rhino' with their sticks
in a most brave and fearless manner, the while calling down
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i eance on all and sundry of the rhino’s relatives, past
conig Rt Mo firet ono we had killed proved to be a’ bull,
With horns about 28in. long, and our two bullets had both been
¥ ced.
ey ol broved to be a bull, much larger than the first, and
with @ much finer head and horns. The skin of this brute showed
signs of many a fierce fight, being cut and torn in places, and
Vit many balé-healed wounds. I found that my first bullet,
Which T had fired hurriedly when charged by the two, had entered
the neck, but a little too far to the right to be fatal, and my
toeond shot, and also thab of the doctor, lad both been weil
placed. My last had entered the neck, pasted through the brain,
and lodged half-way through the outer skin just above the eye.
This shows the extracrdinary vitality of the African rhino, and,
although much has been written as to the easy way in which
it may be “bowled over,” my experience has been that which
Jeads me not to despise him, but rather to look upon him as a
worthy adversary, and I can well recommend rhino shooting in
British East Africa to anyone who wishes an exciting narrative
to relate over the “ walnuts and wine.” Wirax C. Jupp.

A NOVEMBER DAY IN DENMARK.
FTER A SPELL of eminently unsatisfactory weather, of
wind and rain and snow, during which shooting was very
doubtful pleasure, I awake one morning to find a most welcome
change. The sun has just risen above the horizon, and its level
rays are clothing with silvery eplendour a landscape decked
with hoar frost, and disclosing a sky without a cloud, a sea
without o much as a catspaw to break the perfect stillness of
its surface, Having long ceased to believe that a heavy breakfast,
A more Brit ico i i y after a cold tub and
immediately prior to taking the first physical exercise of tlie
day, is either conducive to or symptomatic of rude health, I
indulge before sturling in a cup of tea and a couple of slices
of toast only, whi'e the amount of refreshment consumed by
my attendant, a big Danish keeper, is also of the slightest. In
e heech forest, thick carpeted with copper-coloured fallen
leaves, through whose bare branches the sun has not yet pen

trated, it i

it is raw and cheerless; still more so in the hollows,
where ‘the mist hangs dank and chill, and the ground is white
with the night frost. Up from a patch of grass jumps a hare,
in all the comfortalile glory of its thick winter coat, and from
a shmilar spot a couple of hundred yards further on yet another.
These form. a foundation to the day's bag, so weighty a one,
indeed, that Karl, accompanied by the pointer, returns with them
o the cottage whence we started ten minutes before, while I,
nothing loth, proceed alone “moge "—half swamp, half
tarn—where it is just possible there may be a duck or two. All
is still there; no sign of life on the patches of water, or among
the brown reeds; the mist hangs round white and heavy, and
the walking is extremely moist. A narrow, turfy point runs out
some 50 yards, hisecting the morass, and along this, more from
curiosity “to ascertain how far out it will bear than anything
clse, I progress. Just as I have successfully negotiated a nasty
bit there is a splutter in the water some yards to my left,
and up from the rushes rise three mallards (* graa aender”), clad
in full winter dress. One drops to the first barrel with a splash,
and a second, hard hit, comes down in a patch of alder, from
which I shortly extract it, protesting vigorously. The first bird,
1 cannob rencg, and so turn back toward the wood, through
which I see friend Karl and Bell approaching. Interested in
ascertaining the results of the double discharge, the latter is
rushing in_ my divection, when suddenly she stops dead and
becomes rigid. What can it be? The place is too bare to
harbour either a pheasant or a hare, and hardly web enough for a
snipe. Soon we are enlightened; up jumps a woodcock, a rarity
here at this time of year, and great is our joy when it drops to
a charge of No. 6. A good beginning this on a tract of country.
where only a few wild pheasants: and some. extremely wide-awake:
partridges were to be cxpected, Bell's next performance, a chilly
one under the circumstances, is. to come to a dead point in the
water where the ducks had been, and then, satisfied in her
canine mind that they have departed, she hits off the dead
one and bears it triumphantly ashore. _

On the outer skirts of the forest along which we now pass are
clumps of thicket and deep grassy ditches, where it may be
expected pheasants, before taking their morning meal on the
stubbles outside, may be lying concealed. Nor is it long beforo
cur anticipations are fufilled.  With staring eyes and rigid tail,
Bell announces the presence of something in a patch of yellow
bracken, and presently, with an astonishing amount of noise, up
gets a great cock pheasant, followed quicﬁ(]y by a lady friend

her less gorgeous plumage. Both fall just inside the wood,
and are ultimately added to the bag; but the hen, being only
winged, gives some trouble before she is secured. In similar
fashion five more “long tails” are disposed of, and we then
emerge upon a piece of heavy ploughed land, down the centre
of which passes a ready watercourse, culminating in a kind of
dam for irrigation purposes. Two snipe get up, n,ni are permitted
to escape in most disgraceful fashion; but a third is less for-
tunate, and its fate is shared by a mallard, which is_confiding
enough to permit us to get within shooting distance of its tem-
porary abode in the rcedy dam aforesaid. The fresh air and
exercise have now induced a healthy appetite, and by a short
cut through the woods we proceed in the direction of breakfast.
On the way we have to pass a thicket some 4 or 5 acres in extent,

NEW GAME LAW IN THE MOZAMBIQUE TERRITORY.
SN;\RES, traps, lures, trenches are permitted, and hunting
licences are not required in the case of lion, leopard, lynx
panther, hyena, jackal, wild boar, wolf, erocodile, snakes, ser-
pents, lizards, and birds of prey. Penalty for using snares, &c.,
Tor other game 15 22,500 reis. Hunting licencesare necessary under
penalty of45,000 reis and confiscation of armsand game. Owners
orlessees of property may kill wild animals found destroying their
crops without holding a licence. Hunting licence permits the
use of and carrying of arms, but a licence to use and carry arms
does.not permit its possessor to hunt.
. Persons arriving in Mozambique Company’s territory can
import up to four guns or rifles free of duty if they deposit £10
per gun with the Custom House, which will be returned if the
uns are taken out of the coantry again within four months of
ate of expiry of hunting licence. In lien of the deposit of £10
per gun the Custom House will take a document of indemnity
signed by two householders of Beira. Two hundred and fifty
cartridges for each gun can be imported on payment of duty if
owner holds a hunting licence. The close season is from Dec. 31
to March 31, with the exception of in the case of dangerous beasts
as deseribed above and in the case of animals destroying crops.
The penalty for breaking the close season is 45000 reis and
confiscation of arms and game.

There isa protected area reserved, trespass upon which is punish-
able by a fine of 90,000 reis and confiscation of arms and game.
The description of this area is as follows: “A triangular region,
which has for its apex the railway bridge over the Revue River,
for sides the railway line and the Revue River, and for the base
the parts included within such sides of the limit sevarating the
district of Manica from those of Busi and Neves Ferreira.”

Hunting is not allowed on private property without the consent
of the owner. The holder of a hunting licence may be accom-
panied by beaters or assistants, who may not carry arms under a
penalty of 45,000 reis and confiscation of the arms and animals
killed. Any native found hunting with firearms (excepting fero-
cious beasts) is liable to three months’ hard labour and confiscation
of the firearm, Any person lending firearms to natives for hunt-
ing purposes (excepting ferocious beasts) is liable for 45,000 reis
for first offence and 90,000 reis for subsequent offences, with
confiscation of weapon. 45,000 reis isthe fine for selling game taken
by any means contrary to the law or taken or killed out of season
—excepting ferocious animals. In agreement with the hunting
licence, trophies can be exported free of duty. The taking
or destruction of the nests or eggs of wild birds, excepting birds
of prey, as also their exposure forsale, isprohibited, under penalty
0f 22,500 reis. All licence holders must show their licences when
required to do so, under penalty of 45,000 reis;

Hunting licences are of two kinds, ordinary and special, and
are not transferable. Ordinary licences are issued by the com-
missioner of police in Beira and by the heads of districts for use
in those districts. The holder of an ordinary licence may not kill
more than two, four, or six animals of each kind, according as
his licence is granted, for one, three, or six months, under a penalty
of 90,000 reis and confiscation of the game killed. The cost of the
ordinary licence varies as between residents and non-residents,
For non-residents it is: One month, 45,000 reis, say £10; three
months, 90,000 reis, say £20; six months, 135,000 reis, say £30,

‘Without the special sanction of the governor of the territory,
no one may hunt the following : Elephant, hippo, buffalo,
eland, giraffe, kudn, rhino, zebra, impala, and ostriches. This
list may be varied by the governor from time to time. A
special licence shall indicate the region covered by the licence,
the species and number of each animal permitted to be killed,
which shall never exceed three, and the period for which it
isgranted. The cost of a special licence to non-residents is : One
month, 63,000 reis; say £14 ; three months, 126,000 reis, say £28 ;
six months, 180,000 réis, say £40. Penalty for breach is 00 to
450,000 reis. Holders of special licences are absolutely prohibited
from killing female elephants or young elephants with tusks less
than 5 kilogrammes each (111b.) under a penalty of 45,000 reis.
Holders of licences, ordinary and special, will be handed a form
which they must fill in with the particulars of the game killed,
and return to the head of the district within thirty days of the
expiry of the licence. under a penalty of 90,000 reis.

Any holder of a licence twice breaking the law shall, in addition
to the fines mentioned, be prohibited from holding a licence for
three years. One-third of fines goes to informer, whose name is
not made public if information correct. Heads of districts, Com-
missioner of Police, Beira, and Director of Customs may levy fines.
1f fines are not paid within forty-eight hours offenders will be
detained and brought before the judge of the district.

A NEW RABBIT SNARE.

Sir,—We have heard muchrecently of cruel steel traps, aswell as.
of the introduction of more humane traps, but during many years’
experience as a keeper I consider the spring snare far more
humane than any existing steel trap. Humane or otherwise, T am
inclined to believe there are a great many who have never seen a
revolving spring snare, and therefore do not know its value. T
Lave used it foryears, and it can be set to catch any animal froma
rat to a large dog. By its use a rabbit or hare is usually dead in
three minutes. There is no squeaking, no swoollen heads, and no
breaking away, and any number can be caught in the same run, as
the herbage is not damaged in any way. L bave patented the
above snare set, and it will soon be placed on the market. The

where roedeer are occasionally to be found, and as we h
it a halt is ca'led. Bell, much against her wishes, is brought
in to heel, and while she and Karl remain stationary for a
prescribed length of time, I gingerly make a circuit in the
direction of a spot where roe, when gently disturbed, may
be expected to break cover. Fortune again favours. Not more
than five minutes after I have taken up a position Lehind a con-
veniently situated windfall, T hear a rustling amzmig the branches
and dry leaves in the thicket, and almost simu'taneously two
roe bound out within 30 yards. 'One is a very moderate specimen,
s0 I let it go; bub the other is a fine buck, which requires the
expenditure of a second cartridge before it quite collapses.

"The consumption of a regular Danish * frokost *” (half breakfast,
1:alf lunch), with its inevitable accompaniments of black coffee,
‘chasce,” and tobacco, occupies an hour; but soon after one
o'clock we are once more afoot, this time in the open. ere
are no root. crops left to speak of, but a good deal of stubble and,
of course, heavy plough. Ere long Bell discovers a taint in the
air, and fully aware, knowing old Tady that she is, how wild the
Partridges have become, she drops flat on the ground. Not until
eeveral encournging pats have been applied wil she move, and
then an apparently untouched covey of fourteen birds rises quite
50 yards off, Only one drops to my double discharge, and then
aéhl':ﬁe is‘bowled over as it tops a turfy boundary wall in rapid
The partridges prove plentiful—in one moderate-sized field we
Tut up five nice lots—but difficu't to h, and
after having, with no small expenditure of cartridges, secured
four brace, we repair about three o'clock to a tract of rough
ground which we expect to prove the lonne bouche. It is covered
with long coarce grass and fern, and is studded every heze and
Q\vm with patehes of very young pine, oak, and beech trees. The
Woods which surround it contain a fair number of wild pheasants,
and at the time of day chosen for our visit it ma assumed
that come of these birds, at any rate, are out feeding. Nor are
:}3 disappointed in this, and the *indhegning” affords a pretty
Fnt of shooting. The pheasants, although not mumerous in the
inglish cence, ‘are sufficiently so to maintain the interest without
& break., They are incorrigible runmers, too, and some of the
old cocks cover a wonderful lot of ground before they seck refuge
In flight, taxing Bell's powers to the uttermost. That excellent
Pointer, although quite steady at the “long tails,” appears fully
aware that the latter do mot require such excessive care as
o the piiriridges, for by no. chance does she ever lie down when
Fointing them. One sing'e covey of the “little brown birds”
0 We come across here, and down she drops instantly. In the
Sourse of the afternoon’ the sky has become grey and overcast,
decidedly suggestive of coming enow, and soon after four o'clock
m‘: Bive up, the pheasants having by that time, moreover,
Ytreated into. the woods. The day has been altogother enjoy-
i e, and the bag, when collected and laid out in_the fading light, "
i 1‘1‘1 ‘:iﬂ’)' fair one for a_single gun under the circumstances. It
l‘oehm ‘e up of the following items: One woodcock, one snipe, one

uck, three mallards, three hares, four and a half brace of
Partridges, and twenty-seven pheasants. SNOWELY:

REVOLVING SNARE FOR RaBpITS.

snare may be deseribed as follows: An iron pin with a reveleing
head, in which are two or three notches, is driveninto the ground.
To the end of a bent sapling a string is tied, and knotted just
where it touches the pin. The knot beinginserted in a notch of the
pin, the remainder of the line, with wire noose attached, is set in
the usual way with the support of a cleft twig. On a rabbit
being caught the revolving head of the pin is spun round, and,
the knot escaping from the cleft, the sapling flies up and hangs
the rabbit. It does not require a very long string to the wire, and
when samm.’i care must be ténken that there is suflicient spring to
ift the rabbit off the ground.

i \\-'? H. Brow~e, Gamekeeper to Lord Howe.

Haleacre Wood, Holmes Green, Amersham,

HOW TIGERS KILL THEIR PREY.

Sir,—In his interesting letter in your last issue Mr Selous
suggests that oxen or buffaloes might possibly dislocate their
necks by their own weight in falling forward with their heads
pulled in under their chests bya large male lion. ave seen this
particular kind of fall with'so many of our larger domesticated
animals, without any injury whatever, that L hardly think it
possible with either a wild ox or buffalo. 'There would f;e greater
risk with a horse. I could give full particulars of many instances
of horses falling with their heads doubled under, yet I never knew -
one that was any the worse for the fall. A heavily-laden two-
wheeled vehicle heing rapidly driven down an incline would
result in the most violent fall, but in such cases the neck is never
broken. The horse turns a complete somersault, and lies still .
with his head towards the vehicle. A kicking strap would have
I the and cna ised road he would
have cuat his knees beyond remedy, bat it would not break his
neck. A galloping hunter, putting his foot in a hole or drain,
usually turns over in this violent way, but he does not injure his
neck. When a buffalo is seized by a lion or tiger, hismotor nerves
impart all available energies to the muscles, and the latter, being
highly strung, are not likely to let the bones get out of place with»
out ing more than a fall

CHARLES ARMSTRONG.

PIGEON SHOOTING.

MONTE CARLO.

‘WepNesDAY, DEC. 27.—The Prix Briasco brought out seventeen
competitors, Fivemissed in the first round, four in the second,
and five in the third, those who killed four birds being Mr
Mazorinne (273), M. Paceard (23), and Mr Fitzroy Erskine (243).
The first named missed his fifth bird and took third prize, while
the two others shot off. Both missed in the sixth round, and they
then killed twice in succession. Mr Erskine brought down his
bird in the ninth round, but M. Paceard missed, so Mr Erskine,
with eight kills out of nine, won the first prize.

‘TrurspaY, Dec. 28.—The Prix Verdaverne attracted the largest
field of the season so far. there being twenty shooters, of whom
only three missed in thefirst round, while two went out in the
second. The birds were better in the two next rounds, for fourof
the fifteen left in the third round were beaten, and of the eleven
who shot in the fourth round two more were beaten. Still there
remained half a score to carry on the contest, of whom M,
Pfeiffer missed his fifth bird, the sisth round stopping five.
Eventually Mr Mackintosh (30). M. Moncoraé (283), Mr Alex (24}),
and Mr Spalding were left. They all killed iu the seventh round,
the first to drop out being Mr Spalding, whilst Mr Alex missed
his ninth; but Mr Mackintosh and M. Moncorgé killed and
divided, the third money going to Mr Alex.

Saturpay, Deo. 3L.—The weather was lovely to-day, and an
increase in shooters was expected, but the distance being 26
metres, three or fonr of the shooters who are handicapped at
21 metres or less, elecfed to look on. The eighteen competitors
included M. Blun and Count de Czernin, who went out in the
two first rounds, as did Mr A. Randolph, Mr Spalding, Mr
M*Alister. and Mir Davis. The birds were very strong, as twelve
of the eighteen shooters were disposed of in the first three rounds,
and of the six left in M. Paceard missed his fourth. The five who
had killed five were M. Mazuorine, M. R. Gourgaud, Baron A. de
Tavernost, M. Moncorgé, and Capt. Stratford, the two first named
then making their sixth. The three others killed, but in the
seventh round Baron A. de Tayernost missed and took third
prize, while Capt. Stratford and M. Moncorgé (who both killed)
divided first and second money.

Tusspay, Jax. 2—The shooting for the £40 added prizes com-
menced this afternoon, whilst there will be many of £80 and £120
added money between this and the middle of March. To-day’s
handicap secured a field of twenty-three. The birds were again
good, seven being miissed in the first round, eighteen in the
second, and three in. the third, so that only five shooters were left
for the fourth round, of whom Mr Spalding and Baron de Taver-
nost first went out. Scores:

PRIX DE ST. TRIVIER HANDICAP of £!0, aded to a Sweepstake of
£2 each ; second 30 per cent., third 20 per cent.; 23 subs. 3
23 H“'f"f,‘;' Erskine (divided first and second
of £67) .

7 L
20 muem)m(ﬂmu) e
27 MrF. Webb (third of £17) X

sed fourth bird: Baron A. de Tavernost (283), Mr Spalding (26). .
d third bird : M. Mazourine (274), Baron de Berthoult (21), Count de

Robiano (20).

llissedlse()mml bird: M. Moncorgé (203), Mr MAlister (273), Mr Arthur
Randolph and Count Czernin (27), Capt. Stratford (263, M. Chambou (253),
M. Van Heutrinck (24), and Mr Davis (20).

Missed first bird : Mr 0. Robinson (30), M. Della Taille (263), Mr Ker (211),
M. Paceard (21), M. Pleiffer, Mr V. Cooper, and M, Dulourneau (20)
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T0 MAKE RABBITS LIE OUT.—I should like to have the
experience of any of your readers who have used any of the
preparations that are advertised to make rabbits lie out. I have
tried some of them and have always found them to have exactly
the contrary effect. Indeed, I think it is a good thing to put the
stuff in the holes before ferreting the next day. as you are then
fairly certain to find the rabbits underground.—W. F. R,

BILLIARDS.

—_——
ERTS v. T. REECE.—In receipt of 1250 puinﬁc"l‘iweew managed to

7. ROBY n o
defeat Roberts at Manchester by 69 points in a game of

W. A. COOK v. W. A. LOVEJOY.—Last week Cook conceded Lovejoy S00
points in 6000, and won. by the narrow margin of 143 points, the closing
scores being: Cook, 60005 Lovejoy, 5851

H. W. STEVENSON v. C. DAWSON.—These well-known professsionals
are playing a match of 18,000 points on oven terms at Glnsgnw and on
‘Thursday night the scores were: Stevenson, 14,093; Dawson, 13,775,

T. ROBERTS v, W, COOK.—Tho former playor has been showing good
form this week in Messrs Burroughes and. Watts's tournament, as_in._con-
ceding Cook 2500 points in 9900 he was 1623 in. front on Thursday night.

C. HARVERSON v. T. REECE—These professionals are engagedin a
Tieat of the Manchester foarnament this week, and when play ceased on
Thursday night _the scores were: Reece (receives 2500), 6803; Harverson
(receives 2250, 6752, The heatsars 9000, up.

. INMAN v. F. H. WEISS.—In thie tournament which is in progross
at Soho-square Inman, receiving 2500 points, defeated Weiss, who was giving
500 points, by 2146, During the.game Inman scored a break of 323, which
was only fifteen short of his best bre ‘he same players are contosting a
game of 7000 up on level terms ot Leicester-square this week, and when play
cease on Thursday night the scores were: Inman, 4491; Weiss, 1095,

LACSROSSE.

FIXTURES.
Saturday, Jan. 13.—At Finsbury Park, Brookfleld v. Willoughby
Saturday, Jan, 13—At Tooting, Clapham v. Croydon

[Advertisement.}—Sgcoxpmaxp  Tarcrons, Hammerless, Hammer Guns
for Sale, by hest makers. Old Guns taken in Exchange. Liberal prices
allowed.—C. B. Vaughan, 39, Strand, London.

rtisement.]—SpLL Your OLp GUNs AND RirLes before they become
ab[;‘:t)iev\gn::d ST —W. J. Jeflery and Co., Of 13, Kimu};{egt, Sta
Jamess, or 60, Queen Vietorinstreet, London, E.0., are always willing to
buy from sporiamen: or executors’ any guns. or rifles they may wish to
disposeof.

[Advertisement,]— Bapxisrox Soioow op Soottxo (30 acres in extent
hirty minutes from Eond-street).—Lessons and coaching by appointment.
Practico ab imitation rocketing pheasants over ) from tra
Working from 40ft. s:agings, also at partridges driven over high hedges.
Walked-up live birds, &c. in rough cover. ~ Practice at unknown a .s
fyom twenty inanimate Lird traps sunk in pits. Practiceat live pigeons. A
Jarge stock of birds always on the ground, with traps for mateh s, &

Lessons and: conching: by appointment - Payilion, with every ace »nmodi=
tion, including a swita of rooms for For full particulors ses unde¥ .
Gun Advertisements.




