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AFTER GROUSE IN WISCONSIN,

JOR SOME YEARS grouse and other game were protected in
F this State by laws rigidly enforced, and they.(the b!:-ds. not the
laws) have 4 Thp hibition was removed,
ding to the und of thoss on Jan, 1of last
year, c.onse&ﬁuently there has been a great amount of shooting.
Thers is only one warden to each Wisconsin county, and he cannot
possibly look over a wooded territory from thirty to forty miles square
and guard all of its streams from fish poachers. Moreover, he hasa
taste for shooting, and reliskes roast grouse himself. So it has come
to &us that in most parts of Wisconsin the grouse season is open in
‘winter,
. 1t may besaid of grouse that while its vigilance is acute, its sagacity
is not remarkable. It is afflicted with the belief, common to other
members of the gallnaceous family, that 8o long as it remains
quiet it cannot be seen. Few men, I was told by local hunters,
have cver seen a grouse ‘‘drum,” which is their method of
wooing and challenging in_the springtime. By the exercise of an

Ind'an-like stealth in stalking it may sometimes be accomplished..

Also, when the birds are feeding upon the buds of ironwood trees,
which form almost their only sustenance in the winter, it is diffienlt
to nﬁproach them softly. Their hearing is acute, and the crunching
of the hunter’s feet upon the snow will send them scurrying from the
treetops before he gots mear. If he understands the birds well
(‘noug{: to approach boldly, making even a little more noise than is
necessary, stopping to break a branch, or to whistle or sing, he will
}mssibl find_the flock crouched closely upon the branches, with
heads drawn in, waiting for himtopass. Similarly, quails are nsually
wildest when they have not been shot over. A bevy that has not been
disturbed will rise in thick covert when thirty yardsaway. Once
they have heard the crack of the gun, however, they wifl lie still
when the sounds of footsteps approach.

. Inwhat is called *‘ dramming ”’ the grouse avoidsa newly fallenlog,
preferring one that is partially decayed. A half-rotten stump of oak
sorves as afavourite place. ird does not erouch, but stands erect,
and its wings beat with such rnp\dxtxlof motion that it is impossib'e

count the number of strokes.  Oddly enough, the ends of the wing
feathers touch the log lightly, the drumming being produced by the
force with which the wings strike the body and the air under them.
Once a suitable piece of timber is selected it will be used year after
year by scores of birds, though never by moro than o et a time.
There ave logs in these forests which have furrows in them iin.
deep, worn therein by the beating pinions and claws of generations of
exciled grouse, If another male be within hearing it is apt to appear
upon the scene, whereupon a combat follows, which for vio'ence
suggests the contest of gamecocks. The natives told me the birds
were not seriously injured, as their spurs are only rudimentary.
Their weapons of attack arebeak and wings. When a combatant has
been knocked down by a stroke from the snccessful rival, the latter
struts proudly around, elevating his neck ruff, and beating upon the
ground with his wings. When the fallen one has sufficiently recovered
1t steals away crestfallen rapidly on foot, but with a vanquished air,

The wood grouse of which I write seems at times to revel in the
snow. Cold weather scarcely affects its heartiness or activity, When
the fall of snow is heavy it will often squat motionless and allow
itself to be buried for some inches. It is not infrequently the case,
Thowever, that the birds lose their lives from this disregard of severe
cold, The winter weather of the North West is uncertain.” It some-
times happens that after snow has fallen for the greater part of a
night there will be a rise of temperature and a slow rain, Then
may follow quickly a bitter north wind and a hard frost. When
£hid happens the sleeping grouse may be covered by a roof of snow o
foot deep. Their lives depend entirely upon their ability to dig their
way through the fleecy covering with their bills, which are sharp and
Theavy, but not infrequently they fail. 2

The sport-min who starts out to shoot grouse in the depth of
winter has all his work cut out unless he is an expert and enduring.
The birds.in snowy weather are compelled to travel long distances to
pick up a living, and they uro quick on their fect, They geb over the
ernsted snow with less effort than a man, and are likely at any time
to vary the monotony of foot progress by rising on the wing and
fiying some distance before settling. It is possible to trail them and
stalk them, but it requires patienca. The favourite feeding time of
the bird is in twilight. Between sunset and darkness in this latitude
there is nearly an hour of frey light, and it is possible to see an object
the size of a grouse. In this hour they feed upon the buds of the
ironwood tree, which seldom attains a height of more than 40ft,
Tt has many small branches, and at the end of each of the twigs is a
tin&, ‘bulb conta:ning a juicy heart. OF these buds the birds are fond,
and
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when feeding the noise of their snipping can be heard for some
distance, The tree grows almost wholly in the small ravines between
the hills.

Up the gorge the hunter slowly proceeds, listening for the clipping
of the sharp beaks, If he hears the snap made by the severauce of
the bud from its stem he will see probably half a dozen birds feeding
in company. When the first faint snips reach his ear he pauses and
endeavours to fix how far the birds are from him and on
which side of the gorge. These gorges, by the way, remind
me in_their conformation of the chines of Bournemonth and
the Isle of Wight. Having settled the locale of the a.um-y, he
advances, and sees them perched in an ironwood tree. They have
stopped feeding, and are looking nnen!il{. about. The object of
hi ingly i ious method of app is to cause them to
stir the branches, thus assisting him i placing them. Having dis-
covered them, he hides behind a tree, and waits until they resame
feeding, which they soon do. He then brings his rifle into play, and
begins upon the bird on the lowest branches, as its fall is not apt to
disturb those above it. Lie has been fortunate enough to pick off
the bottom bird the others will be startled by the sound of the
weapon, but they will not always take flight. On the contrary, they
gaze about and seem to be confused. Now is the hunter’s happy
moment, and he shoots as rapidly as possible.  He may obtain several
shots, but frequently at the third discharge the covey goes off,
speeding away over the hills with astonishing rapidity, The sportsman
picks up his brace or more and wisely determines that as he will get
no more shooting in that particular ravine he may as well make for
home.

Tn connestion with western grouse I may relate an anecdote of the
late Charles Reade. On one of mi trips to the United States I
gent the distingnished novelist by the purser of a steamer of the
American line, in cold storage, a brace of grouse, with instructionsasto
the best method of cooking them. At thesame time Lincloseda bottle
of tay rum, an excellent accessory of the toilette that I thought, as
2 matter of course, he knew allabout. It se2ms he dil not, forsome
weeks after Ireceived a letter in New York in which lie told me he
had enjoyed the game, but he thought the aldition of the bay ram
must be an acquired taste ! He evidently got into his head, nob
Knowing the toilette article, that I had intended the bay ram to be
quaffed with the grouse. HowARrD PAUL.

DUCK SHOOTING ON A QUEENSLAND LAGOON.

SUPPOSE THAT EVERY SPORTSMAN cherishes ia his
memory the recollections of one rarticular day’s sport, a red-
letter day in h's career. on_which not only was there an
abundance of game, but when his efforts to obtain it proved both
successful and thor-ughly satisfactory tohimself. The angler, of the
day when he threw his fly unerringly and landed fish after fish ; the
hunting man, of the day when he rode his straightest, led the field
haongts Torty minutes of the best, and finished alone ot the death
the gunmer, of the day when his gun scemed part of himself, when
hand and eye acted in perfect unison, and almost every shot meant an
addition to the bag. 2 e
T have enjoyed many a good day’s sport with the gun in different
parts of the world, but never, before or since, Lave I shot so
completely to my own entisfaction s I did once, some years ago, on a
Queensland lagoon. 1 was s‘aying at the time with a friend
who was managing one of the big sheep stations on the Warrego,
and one evening, over pipes and whisky, the talk turned on
the black duck of Queensland, @ bird somewhat resembling in
apparance - our own mallard, and every bit his equai in
power of flight and ability to carry shot. D. mentioned that
there was a lagoon about half a mile from the homestead, where
there were always ducks in abundance, and suggested a go at them,
Needless to say, I jumped at the idea, and we thereupon determined
to make a start before daybreak on_the following morning. We got
out and inspected guns and cartridges, and put them on the office
table 'l ready for business, Then we turn 5
D. roused me out about 5a.m., and, hastily dressing, I followed
him_ ont. Luckily, I stopped tor a moment to provide myzelf with a
candle and matches, for I reached the office door just in time to hear
D, go with a ¢ headlong over a packing case from which we had
taken our cartridges the\pravioss evening. Howéver, he was not

damaged, and we soon got our respective weapous and plenty of
'5‘%5, and, aftéra mgp of rum to keep_out l:ge cold, we m

start. D. led the way aoross the horse paddock and through the
slip-rails, I following him close, and we soon hit a fence, which, he
said, ran straight down to the left-hand corner of the crescent-shaped
lagoon, at which point I was to shooting. He struck out for
the nght-hnnd corner, telling me to allow him a quarter of an hour
after I reached the water, and then begin to shoot as soon as it was
light enough to distinguish the birds. I followed the fence down,
getting wet through up to the waist in the long dew-soaked grass.

It was still pitch dark when I arrived at the lagoon, bat I'had not
Iong to wait, for the dawn comes very suddenlyin Australia, By its
first faint light I could see five ducks sitting bunched together within
thirty yards of me, I was justegrefarinx to rouse them when a bang !
from the other end did the needful, and announced the fact that E
had already got to work, The five rose en masse, but left two of
their number behind as they flew straight up the lagoon. Three
ducks, roused by one of our shots, next caime my way, and I managed
to account, for two of them, one, however, only crippled ; he had to be
stopped at once, if we were to recover him later on. My next shot
was at a single bird, which apparently found things too warm for his
liking on the lagoon, and afforded me a pretty crossing shot as he
winged his way through the’ trees scattered along the water’s edge.
Curiously enough, that was the only bird that morning which dropped
on dry land. - I picked him up and stuck him in the fork of a tree

ro tem. ~All this time I could hear D. blaziog away merrily,
the reports of his gun gradually sounding closer.” I kept working
along slowly towards him, sbooting as I weat, here at a' single
straggler, there at a bunch of four or five. The ducks scemed to be

h hly bewildered, and very few attempted to leave the lagoon ;
they kept flying up and down, backwards and forwards, running the
gaun'let of n pretty Lot fire at either end. = Now and again a few
would fly over the trees on the opposite bank, only to turn again and
}:m:h on the water beyond us, rising once more at the next shot. - At
ast Tsaw D.’s burly figure advancing among the trecs. 1 greeted
his arrival with a right and left that brought down two high-flying
ducks with a splash into the water, and he stopp:d another that came
wi',hZ & rash from the reeds at his feet, wfcre it had been lying
erdu.
PRy this timo the_sun was shoving umongst tho trcs, and 1 wa
stopped and looked up and down the Infaon, what a sight.met our
eyes, The calm surface was dotted with ducks, some with h
down and wings half spread, others huddled up like so many balls of
feathers, others lying on their backs, feet uppermost. **Now for
retrieving them,” said D.; * for if we don’t have them out, and sharp
too, someone else will,” and he poin! to an eagle hawk, who,
sweeping down in ever-narrowing circles, was gradually drawing
nearer the watcr, intent on a breakfast. I suggested that we should
our own retriovers, as we had no dog; so, pulling off our clothes,
in we went, but the water, which'in sonie places was thirty or forty
feet deep, was so co'd that by the time we had collected four or five
Lirds we had had quite enough of it ; so we dressed again, and whilst
1 kept a watchful eye on the cagle hawk, who still seemed Tent on
. D. went back to his starting point, got the old punt out of
the shed and paddled it along to whers I was waiting, picking up his
share of ducks on the way. Then I got in, and we worked up to my
end of the lagoon, stopping every mow and then {o gather in the
spoils. When we land: m\ﬁ had recovered my last remaining bird
from the tree where I had placed him, we counted up the bag, and
found that we had a grand total of fifty-four ducks, honours
about easy as regards numbers.- We each fired about thirty-six shots
that morning, and, allowing for the faet that we each stopped about
five or six cripples, we did not waste many cartridges; and as we
tramped home to breakfast I doubt if two more thoroughly satisfied
sportsmen than ourselves could have been found that morning in the

whole of Australia. ACHTO,

THE AGGRESSIVE RHINO.

Tax following incident, which occurred to me during a recent shoot-
ing trip in East Africa, may be of interest as showing that the rhino
in some parts of Africa can be very aggressive and decidedly dan.
gerous, and also that he can be killed with the most unsuitable of
bullets, I may say that I have made several, trips after big gawe in
Africa, and am not one of those who consider every animal. that
chances to_gallop in my direction to be charging, having killed a fair
number of rhino, and never thought them particularly dangerous
previous to my experience with them st

Being limited by the newregulations to two rhinos, I selected out of &
number that Isaw the two with the finest horns and secured them, 1t
50 happened that when camped in Donyo Sabruk, a_district some
seventy mi'es or sosouth-east of Moung Kraniu, ona certainday I l?m:d

luck to crawl anknowi ;,‘ into such’a d. position,  On th
whole we had a very pleasant and successfaltrj including
lion, rhino, ginﬁe,yg;nnﬂ o oo, our bag fnly
im Grantii and Thomsoni, Chanler’s reedbuck, ostrich,
“N.B.S.

zebra, warthog, hywena, and crocodile,

PROGRESS IN MODERN MILITARY RIFLES.

Sir,—With reference to ** Critic's "’ letter in last week’s issue, will
you allow me to point out to this writer that I did not give  unstinted.
raise” to the back sight of the new Mannlicher-Schoenauer. The
only reference I made to the sight was to the effect that it was ‘ well
fnished and graduated.” Wit regard to the obioction ruised b
““Critic "’ concerning the: liability ot bending the leaf, I nmafmis
that I cannot agrea with him ; for, to take a caze such as he quotes
to illustrate the point, a soldier advancing under fire would carry his
rifle at the * trail,” and in this position the rifle would be
behind the back sight! With regard to the other objections raised
by “ Critic,” these seem to me to be matters which have yet to be
proved by practical usage. 2 3 wik
TReferring to the letter of Mr L. R. Tippin, I assume that his
objections to the new rifle relate to its value as & sporting weapon ?
Personally 1 do not regard magazine rifles as sporting weapons, and
my remarks concerning the merits of the new rifle were confin
its value purely as a military weapon,  With regard to the objection
urged to one-piece stocks, the warping bogey is always trotted out,
though I have never been troubled in this respect myself, even in the
Tottest climate, where the temperature nvem%es over.95° for weeks
together. Providing stocks are made of well-seasoned wood and
properly fitted, I do not believe there is the slightest danger of
warping. The alleged clumsiness of the grip in the new rifleis, I
resume, an allusion to the width of the woodwork at thispoint,
Personally I find the increased width is an improvement, allowing as
it does the grip to lio more comfortably on the bheel and palm
the hand. RiR.do

S1r,—In your desire to be fair all round it seems to me that you
Tave done rather more than justice to the Savage repeating rifle. " In
the first place, I Leliove that it was never claimed by the designer of
this weapon that the rotating magazine was a novelty, and it is, there.
fore, somewhat late in the day to confer this honour upon him. A
least Herr Schoenauer is absolved from the charge of getting his
ideas from Mr Savage by the fact that he took out a patent in this
country, No, 9753 (1884), which related to repeating rifles having a
revolving drum or magazine, Even so, I am under the impression
that very much earlier types of rotating magazines would be forth.
coming if a_proper inquiry were instituted, since the ordinary revolver
action made such a development obvious in very early days of
magazine rifles,

The exact definition of a military rifle is a little difficult to arrive
at. Of course, all rifles adopted by military powers would fall within
this category, and the Savage is only entitled to this distinction by its
adoption in 1396 by the New York State militia. One_of the main
reasons why this type of under-lever weapon was adopted was because
it was expected that the civilian troops of New York State would
adapt themselves more readily to the use of arifle having an under-
lever ation similar to that of the sporting rifles so commonly
used all over the States. The ordinary. turn-bolt action, which is
univer:ally adopted by militm'K gowurm must be accepted, in
spite of the opinion of the N.Y. State militia, as the most
suitable method of locking the breech for rifles firing cartridges
giving the tremendous back push associated with modern military
ammunition. Bolt actions of this description provide an enormous
leverage for the extraction of sticking shells. The quarter turn of the

It handle, representing a travel of about two inches, produces a
retraction of the bolt equal to about one-sixteenth of an inch, which
gives us o multiplication of the force applied to the bolt handle of
thirby-two times. Tt thus happens that a 0Ib, turning movement on
the bolt handle produces a retracting force on the cartridge of 6401b.
In the case of the Savage rifle this multiplication is sixteen times,
and instead of being produced by a screw movement it is mainly
derived from a rather fragile-looking series of levers.

The method of locking the bolt of the Savage rifle is of the kind
which was condemned in your first article. 1 am entitled to assume
this from your _deantiﬁﬁoq of the Savage rifle, in which it is stated
that *“ the ‘recoil of the discharge is snpparud at U, and is in the
direct line of the strain.’”” This weans that the whole length of
the bolt is subject to the stress of recoil, since the part U is
at the rear end of the receiver. It has been recognised for yoars
past that this is a faulty method for fastening the bolts of
military rifles. Tho following extract from an_ official report
issued by t“ . Government in the year 1893 supports my

myself on theedge of a plainabouta camp, by o

ing for rhino, but in quest of meat; for camp, azcompanied by my two
Somali gun-bearers and four Swahili porters. Isoon spotted u very
fine water-buck standing on the plain some 350 yards swivl The
grass was only about 18in. hi%h, which meant a very careful crawl;
50, leaving ry menwell hidden, I took my ‘500 Magnum Express, a
weapon I &l ::aﬁ's use for lions or large antelopes, and insertinga couple
of 410grs. hollow pointers, T sarted on a really difficult stalk. In
about hventiy minutes I was within 130 yards of the water-buck, which
was luckily looking away from me, so 1 sat up, and, resting my elbows
on my knees, was on the point of annexing his fine horns when o
sharp snort to my left made me look gingerly round in time to see
three large rhinos, a bull and two cows, rise up from where they had
been lying in a fold of the plain barely twenty yards away. I sat
with my rifle at the ‘‘ prezent *’ and never move:f a muscle, hoping
they would fail to make me ot and lie down again.

T'he water-buck was now looking inguiringly at the rhinos, a fine
pictura from naturs, though my almost hopeless: position, if charged
at close quarters by three rhings with a theoretically usoless weapon
in my hands, somewhat blurred it. My suspense was £0on ov.r, for
with an angry snort from the bull they came ab me full speed, all
abreast, with the bull about a neck in advance. As I jumped to my
feet I realised that my only chance was to stand up to them and try
to kil the bull so c'ose that his collap:e woull pre.ent either of the
cows striking me. If I failed to kill the bull within three yards I was
sure to be smashed up, but if I tried him siy twelve yards off I was
less likely to kill him, and protty sure to ba hit by one of the cows
even if I did. All this flashed thruufh my mind in a second, and
the bull was barely six feet away when I pulled, with the bead nicely
on the centre of his forehead. I had just time to see him collapsing
like a cartload of bricks, and then was knocked almost ou’ of time,
being struck by his nose and mouth with the impact of his fall. The
hollow pointed bullet had struck him in the centre of the forehead and
had kilml liim instantaneously. ‘In his fall he apparently collided
with the cow on the off side, with the result that she ga'loped
straight away, The other cow, however, swung round and trotted
back to' the dead bull, ta’l erect and snorting like a motor
car. She winded me as I lay sheltered by the dead beast’s
head and neck, and as I felt too shaken to risk jumping
up and dodging her round the carcace, I crawled away through the
grass to where my riflo had boen shied, some yards off, Leing
accelerated by some vicious digs of the cow’s horn, intended for my
benefit, but which only kicked up a lot of dustand scored the dead
animal's neck. She then picked up my wind, and, squealing loudly,
walked slowly to where I lay. !ortumwus for me, my Somalis,
though not showing anything fike their usual pluck, ran in to about
100 yards distance and yelled at the rhino. This made her turn her
Tiead to look at them when within about six yards of me, and I was
quick to take the chance, catching her under the ear with my
remaining tullet and knocking her clean off her feet. I was very
thankful to be sufely out of such a tight corner, and after some brandy
had been fetched from camp I soon recovered, though my left arm
and side felt as if something were broken. ‘[here was, however,
realiy no barm done excep’ severe contusions, the effect of which
took a fortnight to wear off, though, thanks to general fitness, it only
cost me one day’s rest in camp.

To show the close terms of my_acquaintance with these rhino, I
may mention that I had a silver cigarette case and a box of wooden
matches in the pocket of my Norfolk jacket, of which theformer was
flattened in, and in the latter every match was broken. My Somalis
and the Swahilis with me, who witnessed the whole thing at about
200 yardsdistance, told me they thoughtI waskilled, till my second shot
proved to them I was still on the move, B. W., who was with me on
this trip, and was one evening mtuitoul{chued and hunted among
some trees with his Somali gun-bearers by a pair of rhinos, told me
that after this affair of mine his Somalis became very nervous and
cautious about rhino for the rest of the trip, as was also the case with
mine, whereas they had previously treated them with the same
fearlessness with which they regard these animals in their own
country. In' this district’ rhinos were very nimerous and
peculinrly nggressive; still, it was, of course, a singular piecs of bad

3 are locked either b¥ Iugs at_themr, forward
end engaging in channels in front of the breech casing, for«
ward of tElen receiver and immediately in the rear of the chamber,
or by lugs, blocks, or ribs, usually midiay back on the bolt, which
are supportedat the moment of discharge by shouldersin the receiver
or on its sides. In the first variety the thrust to the rear is sustain
just whero it is applied by only one part of the bolt, and all behind
that po'nt can be made lighter, or the we'l of the bolt can be bored
fo a greater diameter, permitting the mse of a larger firing pin and
stronger mainspring. In the second form the force of dischary
transmitted along the length of the bolt, which, to have sufficient
strength to sustain it and to obviate any tendency to buckle with tho
consequent binding, must bo made cf greater exterior dismeter and
weight, or must eacrifice some of its interior cavity and lose thezeby
th strength in pin aud »-tring posiible in the first form,"”

The writer has some kuowledge of the mothods adopted by com-
mittees who are called upon to examine military rifles. In the caso
of the Savage rifle he can we'l imagine them opening the under lever
to the full extent, hitting it a smart blow with o hammer, o as to
knock it out of truth, and then rejeting the arm as too fiagile for
the rough and tumble work of campaigning,

1t is unnecessary at this date'to enter into an argume:t respecting
the relative value of a ten-shot magazine used as a reserve ani the
five-shot mazazine loaded by clips. Your comparison of the two
systems oa the basis of ten shots fails to cover the ground, because at
t{:o end of that trial the ten-thot magazine is empty, and would take
a considerable time to rofill, whereas the five-shot magazine could be
reloaded by means of a clip a'most instantaneously. The best
answer to those in favour of the ten.shot magazineis that a committee
has baen s'tting for tho past twelve months fo: the chief purpose of
alte:ing our own cervice rifle in this respect. CRITICs

S1r,—1 bave been very much interested in the articles in your
jssues of Jan. 26 and Feb. 9, also_the way in which theee have been
illustrated, as they will tend to p'ace the matter clearly before the
sporting and military experts. 3 3 ;

With reference to the revolying magazine, it would interest your
readersto hear that in theearlyseventies the lats ColonelJ. D. Greene,
of the U.8.A,, had invented this method of magazine rifle, and in
support of same 1 have the pleasure to inclose his Letters Patent
No. 2241 of 1875, No doubt the principle may have been improves
since then, but it tends to show that frequently the inventor is twenty
years Lefore the requirements of the service,
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