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THE NATURALIST.

INDIAN RHINOCEROSES.

N BURMAH all threo s ecies—Indicus, Sondaicus, and Suma~
tranns—exist, though the first named is rare; but in Assam
o5l tho first fwo are met with. A fourth species has been found in
Chittagong, and a specimen of the hairy-eared rhinoceros (R. lasiotis)
$e now in the Zoological Gardens. In Assam the animals inhabit
the vast Terai along the foot of the Bhootan range, _and also the
O esivo swamps to the south of the Brahmapootra river; but B.
indicus is more plentiful than R. sondaicus, especially on the north
bank. In Burmah R. indicus appears to ‘be found only alon,
o northern slopas of the Arrakan range; but both sondaicus an
gumatranus are dispersed over the swampg valleys between the
mountainous ranges, and are seldom melested. The swamps which
they frequent are quaking bogs, through which these pachyderms
Yalt swim, half wade, but into which they cannot be followed either
on foot or on elephant. Occasionally one is shot either by a Karen
or Burman whilst sitting up for other game. It is killed more out
of curiosity than either for its flesh, horn, or hide, though the first
ig eaten, the second sent to either Moulmein or Rangoon for sale to
the Chinese, and the third is sometimes converted into shields; but
they are of 10 value in Burmah compared with what they are in
Assam, where even the most rigid Brahmins will eat their flesh,
and the horns possess an abnormal value, especially amongst the

ulese. . A ;
NC:F):e Josser one-horned rhinoceros (R. sondaicus) is still found in the
Sgonderbunds ; and both it and the larger one are met; with in many
of the churs or islandsn the Brahmapootra river above Dubri, and on
both banks, where the ground s suitable. The larger rhinoceros (R.
indious) has only one horn, occasionally 18in. long, generally a good
deal less, often a mere stump. This so-called horn is merely & con-
i fion of hairs, naturalists say, and is apt to get dotached
{hrough injury or disease, and another one grows in its place. The
gkin is exceedingly thick, with a deep fold at the setting on of the
head, another gehind the shoulder, and another in front of the
thighs. Two large incisors in_ each jaw, with two smaller inter-
mediate ones below, and two still smaller outside the upper incisors,
not always present. General colour, dusky black. The following
are the dimensions of the largest rhinoceros I ever measured :
Extreme length, from snout to oot of tail, 123ft. ; tail, 2ft. ; height
ab shoulder, 6ft. 2in.; horn, 14in, All rhinoceroses delight in
swamps ; where these are wanting, ﬂ]ei get into small pools and
O ow inthe mud ; or they lio down inthe bed of a_shallow stream
whera the water is deep enongh to cover their bodies. They thus
Jie during the greater part of the day, feeding during the evening,
i nd early morning.
O win and other writers imagino thet tho Asiatio
yhinoceros mses its horn fur offensive purpeses, but such is not
the case. 1t is only uged for grubbing up roots, &c. ‘When
a rhinoceros charges, ift does so open-mouthed, and uses its
& ohos Mike  bour, inflicting. the most fearfal cuts. They appear
to fight a good deal amongst themselves, for I haye killed many
which had deep gashes about their thighs and quarter. When an
African rhinoceros charges, it certainly uses its immense horn—
robably, from its length, it cannot avoid doing so; butI believe
he two tushes are its offensive and defensive weapons.
‘Rhinoceroses live in such remote localities that they have little
chance of doing much damage ; but they will wander a long way to
of at grain, if_any be grown within a reasonable distance, for,
Ehaugh ‘they will venture into the open at night, they refurn fo the
Teavy grass and their mud holes during the day. They are a timid,
harmless race, inoffensive until woun led and closely followed up.
The first thought of a rhinoceros, after being disturbed or fired at,
is to make its escape, and it {rusts to a peculiar half-squealing, half-
nting noise it makes to frighten off its enemies ; but it will turn
By ricionsly enough when it is closely followed after being
wounded. know it 18 a moot question With many sportsmen
whether the hide of & rhinoceros will resist an ordinary bullet;
and it is asserted that a very large bore, powerful charge, and
either o steel-tipped bullet or shell are mecessary to kill one,
this being the dictum of the late Dr Jerdon, TItis all nonsense; a
spherical ball fired out of an ordinary smoothbore with a charge of
3drs. of powder will penetrate the heart or lungs, if properly
direoted. Ihavenot only killed them thus myself, but have geen
many others do the same. As for shells (and I used the best I could
et Forsyth's), I never bgged a rhinoceros with one, but lost at
Feast thirty by following Jerdon's advice. Tt is true I shot a great
many with steel-tipped conicals, but I killed just as many with my
two-groove Lang, usi belted spherical ball, and the utmost

using &
charge of powder never exceeded 6drs., oftener 43drs. to 5drs. I
e seen soen o fallen rhinoceros stabbed with a knife, the blade
of which went up to the hilt, and the blood squirted to a height of
many inches. St o 3 2
Col. Campbell—who, during his service of upwards of thirty years
in Assam, probably killed more game in the East thanany man now
living—once fired two shots rapidly, and two rhinoceros which were
standing to other fell dead ; and he and others who were with him
at the time believed one ball had gone through the head of one into
the brain of the other, and that alone had caused the death of both.
T have myself killed wo full-grown rhinoceroses right and left, each
with a single ball. T have even found them far easier to kill and
far less dangerous than a buffalo, though the elephants dread them
more. A ball placed in the centre of the shield over the shoulder,
rather low down, will penetrate the heart. If hit behind the
houlder, the lungs are ted, and the animal dies in five or
ten minutes. It may run some distance, but it is easy fo recover a
wounded and dying brute; for whilst giving up the ghost it
Imakes o gurgling, gusping noise, which can be heard a long way off,
and this noise, once heard, can mever be foriutten. A shot behind
the ear is instantaneously fatal. The horns of the Asiatic
rhinoceros are but poor trophies to look at, but they are much
prized by the Hindoos of Assam and Nepaul. For a large horn
they wiliy offer as much as 45 rupees for each seer (21b.) weight.
‘About a year before I went to Assam, two sportsmen went to
Tihri Killah and adjacent jungles south of Goalpareh, and they
almost depopulated the district of rhinoceros, besides slaying
several elephants, many bpffalo, and deer. They sold the horns of
the rhinoceros so advantageously that they not only repaid them-
selves all expenses, but had a good sum over. One of them after-
wards visiting Calcutta, and seeing in one ‘of the shops a heap of
African rhinoceros horns, varying from 23ft. to 33ft. in length,
urchased them and sent them to Assam, thinking to realise a
Enudaome fortune. ut the Assamese, accustomed to the mere
stumps which are usual amongst the Asiatic species, wonld not
credit that these were what was asserted, and not one was sold.
The Assamese and Cacheries will eat up every bit of a rhinoceros ;
+the hide they cut into long strips, roast over a fire, and devonr as
wo do the crackling of a pig. Even the Mairwaries—the most rigid
of vegetarians—used to beg me to bring them the tongue, which
they driad, pulverised, and ate when sick. The people of the dooars
-used to follow us about like valtures, keeping at a respectful dis-
tanoe until shots were fired, when they raced for some titbit, and

animal was accompanied by a little one, this, if caught, would
sell for at least 600 rupees or £60.

The lesser one-horned rhinoceros (R. sondaicus) differs from the
larger, not only in size, but the folds are less prominent and fewer;
the hide is covered with square angular tubercles; the fold at the
setting on of the head is at the most only indicated. The Burmese
declare it devours fire! It is abundant throughout Burmah, and
extends to the islands of Java, Sumatra, and Borneo, as well as
through the Malayan peninsula. Jerdon says this animal seldom
exceeds three to three and a half feet, but I am sure I have shot it
at least a foot higher.

The Sumatran rhinoceros has a smooth skin, inclined to pink
when very clean, and with black bristles sprinkled over the body.
There is a plait behind the shoulder, and another in front of the
hind quarters ; but the shields so conspicuous in R. indicus are
wanting. An adult R. sumatranus killed at or near Cape Negrais
measured, fromthe tip of the snont tothesetting onof the tail, 83ft.,
the height 4ft., tail all but 2ft. E.T.S., in The Field of Jan. 21,
1882, doubts whether the R. sondaicus extends throughout Burmah,
Tenasserim, and the Malayan peninsula. I must first refer him to
suoh-well-known naturalists as Blyth, Jerdon, and Dr Mason. Iknew
the latter for upwards of five years in Burmah, and have often
talked to him about the big game not only of Burmah—of which
he personally know little—but of the Tenasserim provinces,
of which he knew a great deal; and he has not only recorded
in his book having come across this species, buthas told me verbally
it was not at all uncommon in the Tavay and Mergui districts.
Father Barbe, whom I also knew, and who was as good a naturalist
and close observer as Jerdon, assured me that this rhinoceros was
not only not uncommon in the Straits, where he had resided for yeaxs,
but was also found in the Tenasserim provinees, in the Bassein dis-
trict, and along the foot of the Arrakan range well into Chittagong.
After I had visited a place called Kapah-lan-gway, midway between
the Sittang and tho Konzaleen, although I could not afford the time
to hunt up rhinoceros in such intr cate swamps, yet I left word with
the native shikaries that I would give 10 rupees for a perfect head of
either the single or double horned rhinoceros. if it were taken to
my overseer at Shoayghein. A few months afterwards, a Karen
did bring down the head and very small horn of a R. sondaious,
and the two shields covered with the angular tubercles peculiar to
that species.. I did not think it worth keeping, and, I believe, it
passed into the possession of Mr Blyth. Ialso saw the head of a
R. indicus brought down from the Maece Pass, Arrakan range.
I only saw two heads of the R. sumatranus, and I was at
the death of one, but had little to say to slaying it, as it had
already received a fatal wound from a Karen who sab in & hole
not far from myself. But he and many other Kavens

out that the o\gect of the girdling is in all grobubility to provide &
nppl{ of dead wood for the nourishment of the future progeny ; and
he tells us that this first struck him over thirty yearsago in the Brazilian
forests, when he found on the ground so many dead boughs which had
fallen, or been blown down after being “ ringed*’ by Longicorn beetles.
He considers the statements as to the giant Lamellicorn beetle, Dynastos
“ringing’’ branches or twigs with its horn to be purely mythical;
nevertheless, we have published an account of this occurrence which was
stated to be from actual observation.—ED.]

CAPTURE OF ELEPHANTS.

Up to Feb. 24 Mr G. P. Sanderson, superintendent of keddahs, had cap-
tured one hundred and seventy elephants in the Garow Hills, and
expected before the middle of March to gring the number up to, if not over,
two hundred, Some time ago it was proposed by Governmentto do away
with the keddah _establishment ; but wiser counsels prevailed, and the
result has more than fulfilled the most sanguine anticipations. Mr San-
derson represented that wild elephants are at present probably more
numerous in the forests of India than at any former historical period.
As an _example, he states that 537 were captured by him, and 85
by the Maharaja of Doorgapore, in & portion of the Garow Hills fort;:
miles long by twenty broad, whilst at least as many more were met wit!

during hunting. In fact, in many places elephants do much damage to
the crops, and Mr Sanderson is of opinion that before long the rifle will
againhave to be called into requisition to reduce their numbers. Insome
parts of Mysore they are becoming w perfect nuisance. To give some
iden of the value of these animals, out of the number caught this year
by Mr Sanderson, sixty-six fetched £5500, none of these being suitable
for Government purposes. SMOOTHBORE (Madras).

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

7 the meeting of this society held on Tuesday last, Professor Flower, the
\sident, who was in the chair, said at the last meeting of this society &

‘communication was read from MrCharles Darwin, which was probably
1ast contribution to that science to which he devoted his life-long labours.
The general acceptance of Darwin as one who has exercisod a powerful
influence upon the whole realm of human thought was a trium,
history of zoology, for it was mainly zoological observations which led to
those philosophical speculations which have made his name famous; and
the example he has set; of patient perseverance in observation, scrupulous
acouracy of statement, deference for the opinions and feelings of others,
candour towards opponents, and of invariable modesty and gentleness of
demeanour in his public as well as his private life, is one that all should
endeavour to folloy. _

Mr Seclater exhibited o drawing of & tﬂsﬁr. presented to the society by
Mr Fritz Zurcker in August last, which had been captured on the Yurnari
River in Venezuela. Sclater observed that in colour this animal

agreed better with Tapirus dowii than with the ordinary T, americanus,
it was quite 1i i

and suggested that likely that the former species might be the
fapir of the northern coast-region of Columbia and Veneznela.—Mr J. E.
ing made some remarks on the desirability of adopting a standard of

ibing th

assured me there was a single-h d  rhi not at all
wuncommon, which devoured fire. Living amongst the Burmese, as
T did for thirteen years, being fond not only of sport. but natural
history, I made every inquiry about the game in the country, and
have not the slightest doubt in my own mind that the R. sondaicus
does extend to Malaya. E. T. S.’s erperience points to th
same conclusion : for_he sn.gs, in o former communication, that the

i of a single-h i was extensively believed in
in Sumatra and the adjacent islands. Dr Hook, of the Madras
army, shot o rhinoceros and a tapir whilst civil surgeon of Mergui,
but whether the pachyderm was R. sondaicus or R. sumatranus, I
do not know. I had a photo of the head and horn brought to me
from Kapah-lan-gway, but it has faded away ; you, Mr_ Editor,
have seen the one of the double-horned one shot near Negrais,
and ina group (photo) of trophies which I possess heads of both
Rhinoceros indicus and sondaicus are shown. Bishop Bigaudet,
of Rangoon, who knows Burmah, from the capital to the extremity
of the Tenasserim Provinces, and the whole of the Malaya peninsula,
better than any man living, I have no doubt could give full informa-
tion, which would convince even E. T. 8. Father Barbe was under
him, and it was my privilege to know both well many many years ago.

To show how easily rhinoceros may be killed by one sii{led in the
use of firearms, Gen. Sir Charles Reid, of Delhi fame, while shoot-
ing in company with his brigade-major at Toqua Ghat (Assam) in
February, 1867, killed in one day two full-grown rhinoceros, each
with one bullet of 20 to the pound ! I wag there at the time.

The Malayan tapir (Tapirus malayanus)is not found either in
Assam or British Burmak north of the Tenasserim Provinces, but
below Tavay and Mergni, and throughont Malaya, it scems to be
plentifal. AsT have said already, Dr Hook shotone at Mergui, and
Gen, Fytche also enumerates it amongst the beasts killed by him.
As it is an animal I neyer saw in the wild state, I refrain from
Jeseribing it, and refer the reader to the accounts given by Jerdon,
Mason, and Blyth. ¥.T.P

°

EAST-INDIAN TWIG-GIRDLING LONGICORN.

81m,—T inclose a full-sized drawing of a beetle which has been destroy-
ing crotons, Hoyas, Panax, and Bougainyillea at Coimbatore. It is one
of the C ibycidm, ) r Bidie, i of onr museum, states
that it belongs to the genus Saperda, and that a nearly allied species is
figured on plate 68, vol. iv., of Olivier’s *“ Entomologie ™ (Paris : 1795).

Their mode of working is, one beetle sits on thetop of a branch and
another below, and they ring the plant until the branch drops off. We
Thave not been able to find out the object of our Saperda in cutting the
‘branches, as we have failed to discover eggs or larvem.

Some others, however, of the family ring branches in a similar way,
and their object is to preyent the ru.r. which would be injurious to the
eggs, from circulating. In the West Indies, the mimosa suffers from the
Lamia amputator. The habits of an allied species, Oncideres vomicosus,
have been described by M. Houllet, who was head gardener of the Musée
@' Histoire Naturelle in Paris. He once lived in the environs of Rio
Janeiro, and every nighthe heard the falling of branches of the Acacia
Lebbek, The mischief was at first put down to the evil dispoesition of
some of the slaves, but it was soon found to be caused by the beetle, of
which the larvas and nymphs were discovered in the branches. Dr Bidle
quotes from Packard’s “‘Guide to the Study of Insects™ (New York:
1880), where it is stated that another of the Cerambycidm (Oncideres
cingulatus) cut the branches of the hickory trees (Carya alba) in the
same way—the female makes perforations in the branches of the trees on
which shelives, in which she deposits her eggs ; she then proceeds to gnaw
a groove of about a tenth of an inch wide and deep around the branch,
and below the gln.ce where the eggs are dcgnsir.c , 50 that the interior
portion dies and the larve feed upon the dead wood.

Dr Bidie also mentions another beetle, which was sent to him by the
Guvemexg Mr Grant-Duff, which rings the branches of the roses in the
Horticultural Gardens here in the same way.

SmooTHBORE (Madras).

[The excellent drawing sent by our corresp:ndent enables his insect
to be remiilgrldeutiﬁed with cerfainty. It isno Saperda, but Sthenias
grisator, Fabr., Oliv., &o. ; and belongs to a great natural group not yet
ised as such by te i i by the claws of the

tarsi being sub-parallel (which enables them to cling to bark) instead of
widely opened. This group of the Lamiidm, of which Niphona is the
type, includes very many species from Australia, tropical Asin and
America, and the few Longicorn beetles hitherto known as * girdlers "
are to be found in it, so that it is reasonable to suppose others will
eventually be discovered to possess this habit. Our correspondent’s note
is, 80 far as we can find, the first published indication of an Old World
qwcies of Longicorn beetle “girdling”” a branch, and is therefore of the
highest interefs:A No rcfennce to the habit appears in the accessible

used to fight over the carcase like so many beasts of prey. Once
we wonnged a tiger, and they, thinking it was a rhi asusnal
raced up to where we were, only to be greeted with a series of roars,
Which sent them back faster even than they had come.
The young, after the death of a_mother, will keep bi it for some
and 1%0 natives, knowing this, and having in their villages
nets, which they use for catehing buffaloes even, surround the poor
little brute, and after a desperate struggle—for the calf fights as
savagely as any tiger not full-grown could do—entangle it in the
meshes, and earry it home in triumph. When I saw the little one
Macdonald and I had caught, it was tethered fore and aft in a
trench, which had been purposely scooped out, axd a more savage
little brute I mever saw. It tried to get at everybody all round,
open-mouthed ; yet in a few days it got so tame that it wonld follow
kur about anywhere. Now there is a great demand for these
little pachyderms, I am astonished that more are not caught, for
have an extr: inary custom of i one spot
for purposes of nature, until there is very often a considerable
mound. Whenever we went out, matives, principally Ben-
galee shikaries, followed our footsteps, and, as we never could
afford much time to search up wonnded Leaafa, retrieved very many
of our animals; and of course, whilst wandering about, they see very
many of these mounds, andall they have to do is to dig a hole near
and watoh on a moonlight night to be sure to get a shot. A few of
these brutes would repay the shikaries, for the flesh of one would
fetch 50 rupees, the horn from 30 to 45 rupees a seer, and the
ghields something, if dried and sent to Rajpootana. Besides, if the

of the o species ; but there is in the collection of the
British Museum a specimen of it, also from Coimbatore (presented by
Mr M. J. Walhouse), which bears a label in the writing of a former
assistant, Mr Adam White, “gnaws bark of shrubs and is very destruc-
tive.”” The “Lamin” ampntator referred to by our correspondent is
an Oncideres, and its habits were described and fignred as long ago as
1822, by Guilding, in the Transactions of the Linnean Society, vol. xifi.,
pl. 30.  The habits of Oneideres cingulatus, Say, the next best known
“ girdler,” were described in 1845, long before Packard’s ** Guide,” by
Prof. intheT i e American Phi ical Society,
vol. x. (not published till 1853), p. 52; and nubseq&enﬂy with a figure, by
the great American economic entomologists, Walsh and Riley (botl
English, bytlmwu{), in the American Entomologist, vol. i., 1368.}};. 761.
0. cingulatus is also noticed in Riley's third report on the ‘Noxious
Insects of Missouri,” and by Packard in his recent ““Insects injurious
to Forest and Shade Trees” (Washington, 1881), p. 71, where Riley's
figure is reproduced, with a cut of a branch girrllelr in various places.
‘Walsh and Riley refer to girdling operations performed on apple, pear,
and persimmon trees in the United Etaks, most probably effected by this
species, or some closely allied one ; and Leconte, in the American Ento-
mologist, vol. iii., has gtated that it girdles Carya tomentosa as well as
(. alba, the ““shag-bark’’ hickory, There is” an excellent full-page
illustration of the transformations, &c., of the Brazilian species (Oncideres
vomicosus) referred to by onr correspondent, in Blanchard's “ Métamor-
phoses, &., des Insectes” reproduced in Dr Martin Duncan’s adapta-
tion of that work, * The Transformations of Insects,” and also in
Cassell’s “ Natural History,”’ vol. v., p. 347. Mr H. W. Bates, the
writer of the portion on the Coleoptera B: the latter work, has pointed

1 of natural objects, and suggested
the republication of Werner's treatise by the society.—Dr H:umgg:dow
read a paper on the structure of feathers in relation to their colour, in the
course of which he endeavoured to show how the optical appearances of
the various colours met with in the feathers of birds were produced.
Professor Flower gave an account of the cranium of a cetacean of the

nus Hyperoodon, or beaked whale, from the Australian sens, upon which
flo proposed to found a new species, H. Intifrons,

o i containing the
opalocera from the
Mr H. J. Elwes containing
a made on the Tibetan side of the
frontier of Sikkim, nmongst which were examples of several specios new to
science. A communication was read from Mr Edgar L. Idgs.rd. desoribing
a rrot of the genus u)j{mphie’un from Uves, one of the
Toyalty group, which he proposed to call N; i

‘he mext meeting of the society will be held on Tuesday, May 15, when

gupers will be y the secretary on the recent: addition to 1 3

the Rev. O. 'T. Cambridge on new genern of spiders, and by Mr W. A.
orbes on the anatomy and affinities of the Todies (Todus).

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
ADDLIIONS TO THE MENAGERIE, REGENT'S PARK, FROM APRIL 24 70 APRIL S0,

A communication was rom Dr O. Staudin
deseription of some now and interesting specios of X
Now World, A commuication was o Trow

of o o

Date. Name. Country. How obtatned, | Rege Rlacedn

April]

24 |1 Black-backed Plg!nx Australia... . | Crows’ Cages.
e
1 Slow.worm (Auguis | British Islands Raeptile House
fragilis)

2 Common Squlrrols
(8eiurus vulgaris) & &
1 _Bauers Parrakeot
(Platycerous zonarius)
27 | 1 Rhesus Monkey (Maoke

ous erythraus)d.

2 Greot

vhorned ~ Parra. | Tale of Uven,
Koeta (Nymphicus uvie- (Loyalty Group)

ensis)
25 |1 Chineso Tiger (Fells | China.

1 Black-backed Kaleege
(Euplocamus melanotis)
lotls

» |3 “Axol (8iredon
‘mexicants)
il Seorplor
corplo carpathion
| 3 SRerbpenn Pona Tor-
tolses (Emys quropmea)
2 (1 Bauer's Parrakeet Prosented by Mr_J. | Parrot House
(Platyoerous zonarius) Charlton Parr, 1.2.8,
o |1 Mississippi Alligator Presented by Maiter | Repttle Houso
(Alligator misslasippl- Brunott
w | ens
2 Varlogated Sheldrakes | . Brud fn tho Gardens | Bouth Ponds
| (Padorna variegata)
1 Hybrid Born in Small Mammal
(between Paradoxurus ‘Houso

Inrvatus and P. leuco-

3 Male. Q Fomale, * Now to ollection.

NATURALIST NOTES AND QUERIES.

0DD PLACE FOR A ROBIN'S NEST.—I have a robin’s nest amongs$
some flowor pots in & gluss en framo. A broken sheet of glass gave
access to the parents, and the young ones are now almost fully fledged.—
Francis FrANCIS,

EARLY NIDE OF PHEASANTS.—My man found a brood of gonns
pheasants hatched out April 27. s not this unusually early for wild birds
“~A. B. 0. Brokzs (St. Botolph’s, Mi nyen] i
very carly. The eggs, or the majority of them, must
March. A rather earlier nest was mentioned in The Ficld by the Rev. G. C.
Green, of Modbury, Devon, in 1875; elaven newly hatched pheasants having
been seen in a hedgo on April 18.~En.]

ROOKS DESERTING THEIR ROOKERY.—For over fifty years a
small rookery has been established on one of my farms, the number of
nesta averaging about mixty. For several years fhe rooks have not heen
shot, or, so far s T am aware, otherwise molested, nor have any treos boen
cut down. Only twenty mests were built this year, T was informed by
tho tenant, and & woek after he wrote me that the rooks, after great uproar
and fighting amongst themselves, finally left the farm. Can you or
correspondent suggest to me the cause for thus abandoning the nont!?nn{
fear foul tr'ih must have cansed them to go. Adjoining the farm is o grouse
moor, strictly preserved.—J. R. M.

EFFECT UPON NESTING BIRDS OF WET ANDC%LD WEATHER.
—It may interest some of {Dnr readers if I relate the effect of the recent
heavy rain and cold east winds, which have prevailed in the neighbourhood
of Manchester for the pnst fortnight. ‘We have two rooks’ nests in a tree
in the garden, which have been objects of much interest to my children.
One of these nests had ten days’ start of the other, and|therefore (pre-
sumably) the young birds were hatched just in time to meet most trying
‘weather, constant gleety raing and cold north-easters. One by one they
died off, at intervals of two or threo , and were dropped over the nest
—three inall. Now, if this be not an exceptional occurrence, it follows that
the destruction of young birds must have been very great, and it would be
interesting to hear the opinion of naturalists on the subject. The rook

ing 80 hardy a bird, its young wonld be able to survive when many other
‘woalcer nostlings would succumb.—D. M. (Manchester, May 1).

SCOTER INLAND.—On April 11 a collier living in this place was
roturning from work, about 6 a1, when e kaw 4 strange duck amongsb
some tame ones in the stream which runs through the village. o bird
dived on his approach, and came up under some roots in the bank. The
man got into the water, caught the bird, and brought it to me. I could
notfind any wound, and it was in good condition, ,Eﬂer the wing had been
clipped the bird was put into an ornamental pond at Ammerdown, Lo

n’'s park, and his lordship and I carefully examined the bird, which
roved to be, in onr opinion, a female velvet scoter ﬂmmlltnra‘) 3 ﬂl!f]‘low
n the water, the breadth of back, the mode of diving, the hind toe of the
oceanic ducks, and the marked colouring, all make this conclusion a
certainty. Midsomer Norton is at least twenty-five miles from the nearest
sea const, and how this bird found its way here is a great puzzle to all who
have heard of the capture. Lord Hylton hm:l Hndl:;pghsn me permission

ish to sea

t0 show the duck to any gentleman who would wish t.—ALEXANDER

Wavon (Midsomer Norton, near Bath). ere is a scoter now
living in one of the aviaries at the Regent's Park Zoological Gardens,
which was picked up in a ditch in Cambeidgeshire, at least thirty miles
from the sen. No doubt in both cases the birds were driven inland by a
gale.~Ep.]
—
—_————
TLocUsSTS IN CYPRUS—A telegram from Nicosia says: The work of
destroying I

continues to be carried on in & most ann;eﬁc manner..
Tmmense numbers have so far been destroyed. Bir Robert Biddulph, the
High C ‘who has the opera-

5 ng
B o e usprmotion of the imsscts, wont buok to Fimagusth on

Saturday last, and will next visit the Kyrenia district,



