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“logpard ™), which of course must have been unprovided with
talons to have been subdued so easily, his two assailants, dog and
man, passing absolutely scathless! In reality, the big Nowfound-
land wounld have stood not the shadow of a chance; and moreover, in
point of fact, the jagnar would have seized one of the pigs, and
probably been off with it before the encounter could have taken
place. Bat, * looking down on the mdide below ” (in a pigsty),
“ there Sneezer ” (the dog) “lay with the throat of the leopard in
his juws, evidently much exhausted, but still giving the creature a
cruel shake now and then, while Mangrove’’ (a megro) “* was
endeavouring to throttle the brute with his hands. . . . held
down the light. ‘ Now, Peter, cut his throat, man, cut his throat!”
Mangrove, the moment he saw where he was, drew his knife across
the leopard’s weasand and killed him on the spot.” A likely story
indeed I—the jiguar being a highly magnified wild eat, and very con-
siderably more robust in proportion to its size. Tom Cringle
should have reserved that yarn for the marines.®

f ory next page combs o snake narrative, which evokes tha
exclamation, Fudge! Ina boat lying in the jungle close at hand—

Asg the wind was veering about rather capriviow I bad cast my eye
anxiously aloug the warp, to see how it bore the strain, when to my sur-
prise it appeared to thicken at the end next the troe, as presently some-

i like glass in the moonlight,
the fauf line, with o spiral motion (?) All this tima
ons of the boys was fast asleep, resting on his folded arms on the gunwale,

head having dropped down on the stem of the Loat; but one of the
Spanish bogas in the canoe, which were anchored close to us, seeing ma
guzing ot sumething, now looked in the same direction. The instant he
aght the object ho thumped with his palms on the sides of the canoe,
imi , alarmed fone, **Colubra! colubra "—**a snake! a
ptile mode o endden and rapid slidedown the line
owards where the poor lad was sleeping, and immediately nfter-
wards dropped into the sex.

The sailor rose and walked aft, as if nothing had happened, amongst his
messmates, who had been alarmed ot the eries of the Spanish eanvemen ;
and I was thinking little of the matter, when I heard some anxions
whispering amongst them.

“Fred,” said one of the men, “what is wrong, that you breathe so

hing like u serew, that occasionully shone
began to move nlullF
:

B
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“Why, boy, what ails you ? * said another,

“ Something has stung me,"” at length said the poor little fellow, speaking
thick, as if he had laboured under gore thront. [Then follow theother
frightful toms.] The emall whip:-snake—thia most deadly asp in the
whole list of noxious reptiles peculiar to South America—was notabove
fourteen iuches long; it hud made four (1) small punctaires with its fangs
right over the left jugular vein, about an inch below the sk

Of course the boy was soon dead, and the description of his
sufferings is sensationally horrible, But the fags happens to be

that no snake strikes except n self-defence, and that ** whip-snakes”
(50 called from their long and very slender shape, resembling the
thong of & whip) are quite harmless; moreover, it must have

ecn a very young one to be only fourteen inches long. The popular
notion in Indin of their darting at people’s faces is utterly devoid
of foundation. They proy on lizards, tree-frogs, and occasionally

small birds, and move among the smaller branches of trees and
bushes with & celerity o be witnessed in order to be fully credited.

Bub the reader may reasonably suppose that the name “ whip-

snake ' may here have been misapphied, and that some yvenomonus

little snake of another kind must have beenintended. = He may rest
assured that *the most deadly asp in tl}h whole list of noxious
reptiles peculiar to South America™ would be tolerably known by
this time to naturalists, and that neither an Elaps nor any other
known American form will suit the description. 1t is justan ima-
ginary creature, and the symptoms described are what might have
ensued from the stroke of one of the large Crotalide or pit-faced

. vipers (mattle-snakes, &c.), here pressed mto service to supply o
literary exigency. Whether justifiably so introduced is another
question, for we may fairly believe that the account was meant to
be credited as an occasional **incident of travel "’ in Panami. No
poisonous snake whatever is aggressive; and there is surely no
need of inventing more of them than actually exist, or of investing
them with terrors purely fabulous.

In his next and last chapter Tom Cringle gives an elaborate
description of fascination by a serpent, as experienced by himself
an on 5 but it ia i ion from beginning to end, however
capitally written and absorbingly interesting to the unwary and
unsophisticated reader. To the naturalist it is just so muchamusing
bosh, sbout as worbhy of credence as the tale of the * Dragon of
Wantley ; and yet there are undoubtedly very many who gulp the
whole story dowa without the remotest suspicion of its untruthful-
negs. In my humble opinion it is deplorable abuse of fiction to pro-
pugate every idle tale of the kind as irrefragable truth—as much so
as 1t would be deliberately to falsify history or any other branch of
knowledge. The fascination story is so far of use that it helps to
invalidate the tale about the whip-snake. 1If one is manifestly
fictitious, why not also the other #

Novelists may think otherwise, and elaim a licence for fietitions
nurrative as for poetry, seulpture, or painting, The less of all such
licence, surely the better. When the author of * Gertrude of
‘Wyoming’’ wus assured that he had indited nonsense when he
wrote of ** Brie's banks where tigers steal along,” he did not think
such o tritle worthy of correction; nnd the serpent coils of the
Laocton would be sll the better if they represented the shape of
Lving pythons. Raffaalle’s cartoon of the miraculons draught of
fishes wonld not haye violated the titnesa of things if he had only
introduced storks instead of cranes !

Murther, as regards the Laocdon : that the constrictive force of a
large python or boa would suffice to crush a man easily may be
readily conceded ; but that such an event ever happened in the
junglés may b i fonable. A ly
hungry one, no doubt, might, well seizo.a small child if it fell in its
way, though L have never heard of such & case ovcurring. For
1o most part, such sorpents are nooturnal in their time of action.
Oace, when at Tavai, the attention of myself and ion was

. abixacted to something high npon a tree by a party of crows, who
were uproariously colleeted around it. 1My companion fired, and
down came, mo wounded, a Pybhon reticulatus, about ten
feet long. The erows wore bullying it in a fashion that did not
savour of faseination. It is a popular error to suppose that * boa
constrictors”* (as all such serpents are usually termed) are
to be ically drended—at least by anything lavger
tian 6 gont. What they could do, rather than what they perform, is
that which inspires turror, though little enough to these who are
avunstomed to live among them.

Not long ago my attention was called to o _snake story in one of
Capt. Marryat's novels. His hero was at Madras, where he went
to visit an trie_old who d to bi o1
devonring an impossible quantity of mangos of preternatural size.
Bus out of the mango basket had crept s small green snake, which
had begun to twine up the log of the old gentloman’s chair. The
hero struck at the snake, and in so doing upset the old gentleman.
OF course it turned out to be ** the most venomous snake in the
‘whole country,” from which the old- Indian resident had thus a
marvellons escape; ab the very moment, too, of all others (of
oourse), when the newly arrived “griff” was just making his
first appearance! Bub the snake got off, and hissed away fero-
ciously in_a corner of the apartment, until it there received its

_~quietus. To anyone who has had experience of India (as Marryat
‘himself had) such a story is si: ose that a s
‘had been in the basket of mango. sought con-
mt, and have to be foreibly ruuted out ; and its twining up the
leg of & ctiair is nonsense pur ef simple. Out of the basket 1t wonld
try to get away as fast as it conld, and have made for the darkest
place near. But what have novelists to do with unyarnished
matter-of-fact? Only the mischief is that people are so prone fio
believe in all such flights of fancy, and to is'.herthua their wildly-
crroneous notions of ordinary life within the tropics. There cer-

i is no snal Madras which would any way suit the
tesoripti 1If so imaginary o story beallowable in & tale of pro-
fassed fickion, it is never s highly hil ing, as inculating the
doctrine that such an incident might very well have ocourred—that

it was not extravagantly beyond the rangeof probability. How very
few readers whom [ now address would cfeem it hyperbolical ?
Omne grotum aut terrifico! d

o amagnifico, ragons an
cockatrices have gmﬂ thp.\".]r éﬂa , but the existence of poisonous
enakes is undeniable ; and a knowledgo of the habits of suakes,

i or otherwise, or of their d local distribution, is.
hardly to be reckoned npon, and therefors imagination can have its
full play, to the detriment of plain mi of fact. Nodoubt there

are some good folks who prefer the fiction to the reality (at least to
read about), and do not half like to find their long-cherished notions

‘o the subjeot trented as misconceptions ; but there are others who

will be batver plensed to loarn the unexciting truth, that a moming
* Vide notioes of struggles with leopards in pp, 622, 63¢, onted, and the

Jace Cupt, J. Forsythes * Highlands of Centeal India,” p. 810 obseq.
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call at Madras involves no appreciable risk of an encounter with
the most venomous snake in the country,

The time is surely come when writers of fictitious narrative
should be made acquainted with the fact that amply sufficient
knowledge of the snakes of tropical countrics has been achieved to
enable naturalists at home to check any random assertions con-
cerning them, and that they can no longer venture to exaggerate
with impunity, in the snpposition that no human being is compatent
o contradiet them, To deny the possibility of being mortally
struck by a venomous snake would of course be altogether absurd ;
but the actual risk incurred by those who visit and explore their
haunts is practically so inconsiderable as very soon to become
habitually as much disregarded as is the existence of the common
adder in this country. The fear of snakes is assuredly about the
last one to influence the mind of a traveller like Livingstone, or of
a sportsman of any tropical experience ; and it is Tight to endeavonr
to represent matters as they really are, and not as coloured by an
over-ardent imagination. With this remark I refurn fo what many
will Tegard as the considerably surprising question with which T
commenced : Does any reader personally kmow of a European
having been killed by a snake in any tropical country ? I shonld
porhaps exelnde tropical Australia, and am quite aware that in the
mortality returns for last year there is one instance of a death
sribed to the so-called “ bite'’ of an adder in this country. To say
strucle” or * stung” by snch a reptile is a better mode of express-
ing the envenored wound inflicted. Z.

HABITS OF THE WOODCOCE AND SNIPE.

Sr,—Disoussions respecting the babits of animals atenot only instruc-
tive, but yery amusing. A sportsman, to be successful, must study the
habits of thie animal he pursues, and he becomes in time a practical
naturalist; but Iam sorry to say discussions on the subject of sporting
too often lead to unseemly wrangles. Sportsmen often see animals
performing strange feats, quite unusual to their general habits; and to
sneer, and refuse to believe & gentloman’s assertion as to what he has
seen, is, to say the least of it, most uncourteons.

Tt is not usual to see a snipe sitting on a rail fence. It is not usual to
kill a salmon by casting the fly up stream, and working it down. Itis
not ususl o see a woodcock on her nest; to seat yourself close o her,
your companion sitting opposite to you, to eat your lunch, passing the

a: dsand forward hiez, ¢ ipe,and leave the birds
undisturbed. Itisnot usual tosee alively adder erawling on the snow the
first week in January. Yet these, and many other unusual things, have
geen, and I do not doubt your correspondent' W, C. witnessed the nnusnal
exertions of a woodeock to obtain food; the poor half-starved creatnre
svas using frantic endeavonrs tobore throngh the frozen ground. Yeb
Ido not think a woodcock can bore through even an inch of frozen

wound; his soft bill would render the operation almost impossible.
%Ieihhcr u woodcogk nor a enipe, as a rule, attempts to hore in hard
ground ; their flexible bills are not suited to such work, and their food
i¥ not to be fonnd in such places—certainly not in frozen ground, A
\oodeock, when he isboring, uses very much the sawie motion asa wood-
pecker boring throngh the bark of a tree, and I have often seen avood-
pecker walk quickly round the hiole he is working at. ‘Why should not
a woodcock bore in the samie way, using his wings to add force to his
tapping? I baye often watched woodeocks feeding. The Hight-time of a
\oodeoek is just at the gloom of eventide. Af such times 1 have placed
myself outsif\« a covert near their feeding ground. If there were any cock
in the eovert they were certain to come out to feed, and thus Ihave ascer-
tained whether it was worth beating the covert next morning for cock.
When so placed T have seen cock light close to my feet, and ab that fime
of the evening their food comes to the surface. Tho cock runs abont
picking up his food, and fapping his bill in the splashes. When walkin
undisturbed axcock struts with head erect, making a sorh of bow ab each
step ; but when in danger he can run ab a greab p He then pokeshis
head forward, crouches low, and slightly spreads i

‘And now a word concerning cotk or :

s wings.

snipe using their bills to agsist
them to rise. If any person will look at the thigh of a snipe or wood-
cock, he will find it most powerful. The shank bone is extremely long,
and the feet are also long and very elastic, The wings are large and
powerful, and the body comparatively light. I have mever secn o snipe
o cook use lis bill as an adjunct to assist his rise. I do not doubt they
may do so, but it is not their usual habit, A uurige always rises with his
head to the wind. He shoves his head forward, slightly spreads his
wings, which are so formed that the wind lifts the bird in the air; he
pives o spring with his slzmngnleg!; cheak! cheak ! and he's away,
The nct of putting the head down when rising is contrary to the
almost universal habit of all animals. The firsk movement of an
animal in rising is to lift its head. Snipe usually frequent very boggy,
soft places, “ 1 rather guess,” as our Yankee friend would say,
¢ Magter Snipe would be in a considerable fix if he were to poke his long
bill into a soft splash, a3 & mode of assistance to his rise”” And the
gentleman with the walking-stick, mentioned by your correspondent in
Tast week’s Field, would come to certain grief if he pl his stick in
soft hog to assist his spring from tussock to tnssock. P.

S, —In reference to the discussion ab present going on in the
columns of Tie Field, may 1 be allowed shortly to add my experience ¥

That snipe (and woodeock teo) nse the bill s a fulorum to aid them
in gaining impetus at the commencement of their flight, I have lon
Hhought could scareely be doubted, Near this there is a small mars
where I liave had many opportunities of observing suipe at rest on the
ground, Tn the majority of cases in which I haye 50 observed them, they
srere resting their bills on the level black mud, where there was no eovert
whataver to conceal them. Their bills were slightly directed inwas
or towards their own breasts, which likewise rested on the mud.
‘atohed them in every case, and then flushed and shob them. In one
day 1 killed six couple’in this marsh, and four out, of that number were
sitting when first seen on the open level mud, From what I have
upon this and similar occasions observed, I believe that these birds
obtain their full impetus of flight more guickly and more easily than
almost any other species, not even excepting tha woodeock, and that
this is owing to the first beat of the wings being given in unison with
thie apward spring of the bird and the forward motion given hy nsing the
bill a8 a fulerum. Thus Ihold they gain a g‘r;ter impetus” than the;
would if they first spraug upwards and then directed theie fight forward,
Can this habit of the snipe—that of sitting with the bill resting ou the

ound—have given e to the belicf that the bird lives by suction?

hen obseryed on the mud the{ a:sw perfeotly motionless, and yet in
a position which might easily to the conjecture in the ohserver’s
mind that they are feeding, and, from the yery want of motion, that they
are feeding in some such peculiar way.

‘An old gamekeeper once said,fo me when talking of the woodcock,
# Aye, sir, they woodcoeks are curious birds; they alivays rise frac their
bills,”” And my humble opinion is that the old gamekeeper was not far
wrong. Though the woodcock and the snipe too do mot “always rise
fFrom their ills,” 1 feel confident from my own observations that they
do so very frequently.

1 have lntely received many interesting let an old
on the habits of the woodcock, which at another oggu:tmﬂty I may lay
before the readers of The Field, should they desire it.

1 may add that the above notes on the snipe are not written from
memory, but from notes made at different times in my note books. One
word more. I believe that snipe are not so frequently observed on the
ground in this country as in warmer climates, whete they frequent opener
Stuations ; but the statement that they are  rarely, if ever, seen on the

nd,"” is, I think, untenable. In open parts of peat mosses or low-
aud marshios, in salt marshes on the coast, by the sides of half-frozen
aprings or ditches, and on the mnd in t.!w_uvan::ig, Thave often seen sni
resting on the ground, both common and jack snipe. Tn suitable localities
nat ts may have many opportunities of seeing the snipe resting on
the ground, and, if they see or haveseen any number, m.nm,wy g.ﬁ or
have failed to observe the habit or position I have described.
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THE YOUNG RHINOCEROS.
\V MAY CONSIDER OURSELVES FORTUNATE in having
secured a portrait of the young Rhinoceros sumatranus,
hich was born in the London Docks (as noticed in p. 582), for, we
regret to say, the ““little stranger’” is now defunct. It hasbeenstated
that the mother overlaid it; but it counld hardly fail to have
sugoumbed to its surroundings and the want of wholésome air and
light. Pity that the mother and her offspring were not placed under
Mr Bartlett’s care at the Zoological Gardens, where the chance of
the little one’s surviving would have been fair and reasonable. It
is rumoured that Mr Bartlett has some interesting communications
ake respecting the young rhinoseros at the next scientific
seting of the Zoologicul Soviety.
In The Field for March 16, 1872 (p. 233), a figare is given of the
TRhinoceros lasiotis of Dr. Selater, which was at that time mistaken
for R. sumatranus. The reader is recommended to compare it
with those of the veritable R. sumatranus which we now sapply.
%-‘;_r)t(]m Id%stmctiuns of the two species vide The Fisld for Aug. 24,
72 (p. 184).

NOTES AND QUESTIONS ON NATURAL HISTORY.
‘WREN'S NEST IN DECEMBER.—A wren’s nest was taken here on
Christmas Day with two eggs in it. Is not this very early 7—C, Goop-

cHILD (Hill Farm, Kingsbury, Middlesex).
FOUR SPECIES OF BUTTERFLIES ON WING IN DECEMBER —
On Thursday last, Dec. 26, thy

X c. o hybernating females of the following butter-
flies w about in the sunshine: Rhamni, Urticm, Polychloros,
The first named was in some plenty, Aying uy aud down the rides

and To
iu Collingbourne Wood ; the others were in the neighbourhood, but were
observed nearer homesteads.—Hexny Reexs (Manor House, Thruxton,

LIGHT-COLOURED MOQUSE, I inclose n white mouse caught here;
perhaps it may be of some interest to you, I have seen o good many of the
same colour, but it is the only one we have canght.
one, and 1o fame white mice near. . RAYMOND WHITE
Abergele, N, Wales). [The little mouse is_dove-coloured rather than
white; it is an interesting spécimen, the colour being unusual ; it is cer-
tainly not an escaped ** white mouse.”—En.]

CURIOUS DEATH OF A GANNET.—The following is extracted
from a letter from_ the Rev. C. W. Sheplerd, Trosley, whioh I received
yestorday, Thinking the occurrence of so unusuala visitor in our purt of
the world worthy of record, I forward it to you.—R. J. Barsrox, *‘Imust
tell you of the occutrence of a solan gnose or ganmet in this pari
weelk, The ercature hud evidently boen driven in by flerce winds, and
thought to rest himself on our lills for the night, but was set upon by a
fox, who gnawed his head off, and then, having tasted the body and found
it ruther fishy T suppose, left it, but took off the head and buried it soms
distance away from the hody. The body was found by a labourer, who took
it to bé the body of a wild goose, having webbed feet, &e., aud he accordingly
put it in a pie, and declares it was dolicious; but I doubt it. ‘The head
was afterwards found and broughit to me.”

BLACK SWANS TOUCANS IN AFRICA—In your interesting
uotice ut' p. 557 of Stauley's *How L fonnd Livivgstone,” there are
several quotations which I think can scarcely be accepted as uuthentic
natural histary, wutil confirmed by a second t aveller in Afri allude
more_particulurly to the surface of Lake Ugumbo ¢ swarming with an
ustonishing variety of waterfowl, such s black swan,” and the neighbour-

ood being * resopant with the harsh cry of the toucan.”  On turning oyer
the leaves of the volumie itself, T find other statements equally subversive
of onr ideas of avigeography ; but I only mention them because transferred
to your pages, where they will be sure to attuact notice, The black swan
is “generally supposed tO be exclusively Australian, but its presence in
Centr-1 Afvies is by no mesus impossible, seeing i alre
denizen of the Donnbe.  Still Ithink these statements, and others
pheasants, &¢., must have been made throngh un imperfeet knowledge o
natural history on Mr Stanley's part.—EpwARD NEwMAN.

THRUSH SINGING AT CHRISTMAS.—For the thrush to sing at
Christmas i a mild gengon is no uncommon event in your low latitudes,
but I believe the thiug to be very vare in these byberborean regions;
80 far as my own experience goes, it is quite uuprecedented. Yesterday
afternoox: (Dec. 29), however, in our litile village, St. Paul’s, Fooley, we
were fayoured with o very charming prelude to the ante-germinal hymn by
some hialthy, strong-throated thrush, which had perched ona branch of
one of the lirze sy camores near the church. The afternoen was

By

inorily mild after the pitiless downpour we have suffersd from for so
long: hnt our friend the thrnsh was, I fear, reckoning **without his
Thost,” or, by & slight phonetic chunge, and more appropriately, “his frost,”
Tor. s T write tufh on_ Monday morniug, the ground 13 crisped sud white
‘with honr frost, the sky elear, and every appeatance of the song of the
thrush being silenced for thenext A (Ulfoswater,
Dec. 30, 1872). %

RARE BIRDS NEAR BARNSLEY. ] the late changeful
gutumn many birds rare to South Yerkshire haye _observed in this
neighbourhood. The most noteworthy of these were the little bittern,
at Cold Hiendiey Reservoir, Avg. 26; the Royston or hooded crow,
Norway, Oct. 22; four tufted ducks, st Dunford Reservoir, Oct. 89 (it
i5 several years since a flock was observed, and these + the same
place); a little grebo or dabehiok, on the canul, Barugh, Nov. 16; & black
scoter uigr), shot on Nov. 18, ot Dunferd Yiesarvoir, by the
kee) . B. Stanhope, M.P.; at the same time a pair of little

chos on tho pool, Camnon Hall, imo pioked up disubled, the other escuped.
The Jast scoters observed about here were seen on the lake at Bretton Hall
the seat of Mr W. B, Beaumont, M.P., in 1534, 18 quoted by Morris and
remembered by old naturslists. A still rarer bird, unnoted in the Barnsle;
Qistrict previousiy, is the great erosted groba (Podiceps cristatus), whic
otmursod ab Holt Deane, Nov. 90. i winter
migrants have engaged the attontion of the field naturalist, such as sipe,
wild dueks, & few woodencks, sparrow-hawks, long and short esred owls, &
good many of which have fallen to the exterminativg gun.—Tmos. Listek
(Barnsley, Dec. 24, 16721

ROOT-GALL OF THE OAK.—I incloge you in o box herewith somo
excrescences which I found in the spring of this
T believa to bo tha oot of e oulk troe, 83 u large oak wis growing near e
spob where found, - Thos waro abont a foot below the found in

e centre of one, which I opened, a small white larva, I inclosed them

in a box to watch the metamorphosis, and a few days since discovered in
i the box in a guill.

ve
rk, Coventry, Dec, 80, 1872. [The specimens arrived
interesting ; the rootlets, us our correspouden
t; oak, ‘.ndﬁlce:;lmncisl;; certainly
5, oo by the puncture of an insect, Cynips or Biorhiza aptera.
s tre Aostint.of Drivk Eeaecally - Jossess winge, thia octiouiar
pocies is always ‘without them; its ant-like form ennblea it to enter the
s'aﬂl)ﬂo:d u; nn:z. and to pass thrni\lgh them e o iﬁ
sed that the ants encourage its presence |0
is we have no direct evidence. gﬂa much is m&ﬂs
that while in the earth it perforates the radicles of the oak and d:
it eggs just below the I:uﬂole—-l.n ‘operation which carses them to
tubers just like miniature potatoes, and thess eonstitute the f
creaturo in its larve state. A second species, Aphilothrix radicis,
similar economy.—E. |
PHEASANTS FALLING IN A LAKE.—A curious incident ha)
in this neighbourhood & few days since, which may intorest some
readers, Six pheasant ve cocks and n hen, attenipted to fly across
Titive from oo of the Andchaftan coverts on the north ide of tho_luch,
which near that spot varies from in “When
t 8 Across one of

stibterranean

uce
of the
has a

ed
our

he had some
very much exhansted and haif
the tide. He
well dried
recovered. Th
the “ﬂt'&h e
ing, they were erwise
wha wis the cause of their settling on the water cont
i NALD CAMPBELL [ age, Oban, N..
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e

FLEAS IN RABBITS.—It is not at all an uncommon thing to see fleas.
el st bavesiod  great many with fleas, but they do not liva

—— In answer toyour
S S T T ses hiay
e %‘.”5’?‘%?‘&%“;2%) e soan P SRS e
o e e e L L T Eave aan s b
5 bad £ but T have never seen them in any other oounty.—KEsrEs

Oxon),

—— Tn answer to & question in The Field of last Saf 1
tmlm'mtb’lhgﬂnb ts in the neighbourhood We ‘

Sussex, and ther#, for the lust or four years. I have noticed a great
quantity of fleas in the rabbits. mr-nhmh-b-nmxhwm
n-hudﬁmu.moitrg-mwnﬂummwnwww ther 1 d
animal's ears, for w‘bﬁ congregated in the cars and on the nosa

2 Abbit I8 s enormons 3

iy the rui g A H. £
© - — Fleasnra not uncommon in rabbits, as our uuder o
bring in rabbits with great quantities du{lnl upon them h;$m
ia the intide the ear.~Hzav Krzyes (Broomfeld, Somersat), =2
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= e Al g enr P P e o nally in the Magazine of Natural Hislory, Tho same’

dence afforded. The result was that the .;L]tL of Tees THE NAT i HAL\]S i s ,mmmlu g Py smat Hiative. desorintion
declined, both from the over popu ‘“‘1 the ]“"l "‘;“ | 3 agle attaclk Id swan on the wing by
employers naturally took into ace i Ll T w, was embodied in o taxidermal display seen
labourers enjoyed in making their terms with them; the people STORIES ABOUT SNAKES, &c- “m b Totarational Berlithibion and
became pauperised, and in & population of some 25 Is there ANY READER of The Ficld supply one duly authenticated ist who transferrod the scene to

are now only four surnames, so_closely are all eonnected; and
although the promiseuous herding together of the members of
several families is no longer punnu-d the effects of past
habits are still to be seen in the low standard of intelligence
and the impaired physique of the inhabitants of the p')xluin in
(|\|e>nou, compared with the dwellers in the smrounding dis-
trict.

Tt has been remarked by foreigners that if you so much as
look at an Eng] working man Te immediately expects you
to give him, at the very least, the price of & pint of beer. In
an article which nppemnd a short time since in one of our
periodicals upon this very subject, from the pen of an American,
the writer mentioned that during his stay in England noﬂunw
had shocked him so much as the want of self- mupcut in our
labouring men, which allowed them to accept, and even to
seek, by the exercise of varions gervile and mean llr)\u‘ux,
vvmhuhns in money for every little favour they could contrive
1o show to anyone who appeared to be in n better social posi-
tion than they were. In America, the writer went on to say,
& working man would be highly offended if you offered him
money in return for some piece of civility; while in England
the civility seemed to be entirely prompted by the eq‘ectutmn
of a pecuniary reward. Yet it is only among what are
commonly termed the working classes that this feeling
prevaile. Men in nominally hetter positions, but often

actually far worse off than a day labourer, such as clerks
in Government offices, and others in receipt of small fixed
incomes, who are fromuently .put to the greatest possible
straits to subsist and maintain the decent appearance society
and their employm demand of them, wmxld
degraded indeed if they stooped to
a stn.ngar, Thowever much richer he mig] t
British workman, however good ins wage:
ever prosperous his condition, mmely rasm t
shilling, thus preferring the present material gain of a trifle
hﬁhe respect and esteem of his fellow men, whmh would be

k themselves

instancae of » European having d by & snake it
tropical country? A case or two may well ba bronght forward ;
but I cortainly never heard of one, and it does nob qnite harmonise
with popular belief about snakes in tropical regions thatI venture
to put the question.
ere are not a few stock English names for snakes, which are
variounsly applied in different ;\zm: of the world, and sometimes to
venomous, sometimes to innoenous spec such are, coral snake,
carpet snake, garter snake, riband snake, whip snake, pipe snake,
rat snake, Immnml snake, grass snake, black snake, yellow snake,
two-headed snake, and probably more. It is zm therefore,
to know something of the particular habitat before such names can
be refelred to. th)r proper species, or even families; and habits
may y be quite truly assigned to
different species bearing the same popular appellation. This is a
confusion which indicates the necessity of recognising the esta-
lished system of technical nomenclature, Without it, all is vagne

A nutm& prevails in Sonthern Indin of Some terrible 1
cereature said to be known as the “ carpet snake ;”* but what that is
nobody can ever point out in a collection of ophidian reptiles
though I believe that the little harmles Lycodonm\hcl\s (if any-
thing at all be meant) is the species intend ike manner
everybody in the Bengal Presidency is sure to hay6 Foard ot i
formidable bis'h-cobra, an alleged small lizard supposed to be
terrifically poisonons ; but no offered reward can induce the produc-
tion of one, albeit almﬂrv harmless lizards may be brought from
time totime ns representing the little ogre, and such a creature as

RHINOCERUS SUMATRANUS AND YOUNG.
.

a venomous lizard is totally unknown to naturalists, In the
southern parts of India, however, a chameleon is papulnrly bahaved
to be poisonous ; as is a fok-fou (Gecko verus) in Burma.

hnpaluuu to try. £0 convinee a native to the contrary, and most Enro.
peans believe’ exactly what they are told i e sueh matters, withont

nmnbhng Hmnsnlvas to mnko a.n farther
The idea of a  milk. ich is behevad to draw the udders
of cows and goats, and is umsed of depredations still more unpar-
donable, is & wxcfa]y prevalent one, * Why. ed one close
{0 & cow which it had just been sucking,” exclaims an accusant;
but it does nob ocour to him that a fill of milk would have rendered
the mke nmneldy, or that upon smashing one there should be the
enod of spilled milk, That necessury result Ido

some time or other to follow a
to rafule a gratuity tendered in reﬁum exﬁhar for mo service
ab all, or an incommensurable one. This want of self-respect,
we helieve, can be pn-tly tmwed to the multiplication and con-
mqmmt abuse of the we have which

noté “é'“"‘;'fbﬁi usg hav::;er !t?n ralmd Still ﬂ:a] mm;:n prevails,
and it is use ing to pers uunmupeop lo to 1! cewh-n-y-
There is the famous ““hoop, snake,” uts -its tail into its
moue.h emblomatieal of stermey. mﬁ 'uy fom df“openmg x(:aal! out
gs at your face, or in

imprened the poor man with the fi that there can This, psx:lm.pn, is too mnuh far n.imoa!. @ hndy, hut lt is
'bem shame in receiving gifts from his thier neighbours h&rdly more preposterous than othe h are gravely
in a country where large funds are an y in the snakes, for matme, whmh ilﬁmp t'hn ﬂeuh ﬁom the
ik A s ke e EAT:"' e

agoina of erios, & nil 0
il yorng et i s mﬁﬁ:}‘ﬁm‘ﬁ‘““ i b e e
b“"mﬁ learn the value of 11’: fling away their igs and | Going g0 was :thrly :mmu:‘llm wag 4 matter of mnﬂ.int i gy
B o 0 s tETATVER | o s ioiory Eafiiehe Falli v of Vi naroaoees; nad

half-crowns undmar::f
tmsbh onobeeradﬂ: ‘the reputation of being generous,

Thau.lmv-rema.rh!wﬂ] not have been made in vain if, b
thus dnwmg attention to some of the consequences w]

upon it, 2 check ma; fnhn-
al’ K abeputupont‘hebwd

e
;_.c had an equally silly tale of vipers doing the sume in a vanlt near
The famous emithc{ili:znt Audubon was a great desl too fond of

the sensational, ans account of the fn.ngnf a r-htln
enake giuthclogaln.booslndocud t!mrlu
several persons in succession who it on, was od mxﬂ

‘commented upon by the late Sqnire Waterton in one ol lﬁ‘: eBEnys

exﬂv nltn\ scourate observer nnd * field
as was Audubon, thus indulges in freaks
of fancy, can we at all wonder that nov elists have run riot in their
uwm al snake stories, or have done their best to “ pile up the
he Transatlantic phrase in such matters¥
It 18 from fictitis narratives of the sort that nglew mass of
readers devive their impressions. Who does not know, for instance,
“Tom Cringle’s Tog” ¢ Under which title a series of highly spiced
adventures were published many years ago in Blackwood's Maga.
#ine by an author (Mx Michael & ott) who undoubtedly posseseed
n fair share of West Indian experience, and therefore has credit
awarded for vera in the natural-history incidents which he
Y venders who have mot the
e e Tudge of thei ceedibility; Unfortunately, it
T repeat, from such narratives that most people in this part of
s world derive their exnggorated notions of the sandry snd
ifold horrors (as they suppose) of fropical existence, and * Tom
as confributed its full quota to the general sum of
The imagination is captivated by fervent and
fons, in t'mnpmhrm with which plain and sober
d, and the general impression remains
of o condition of things which, if true, or even approximately so,
would be simply unendurable by human beings. * Tom Cringle
decidedly flags somewhat in his later chapters, to enliven which he
draws upon his imagination, or much more probably reproduces
what he may have been told, to startle his readers with alleged
perils from wild animals ; but to the experienced he only succeeds in
showing that personally he knew very littleabout them. Neverthe-

Bub if a profe
» amphatically

less, becanse of the influence which so ular & &
exerts, it may be worth while to emczmaepﬁgn. orllen il
chapter xvii.an alligator is made to do what no alligator ever did
The narrator tells us: I nﬂmu folt a similar thump and rattls
n.g:unst the side of the cance. There was a small aperture in ths

palm thateh, nliht opposito to where T was slthng, on the ontside
of which Itnow & rattling noise ; and presently a long snout

through and mto the eanoo, which kept opening md

shutting with a sharp raftling noise. Nuumnaull) ﬁz B’

would nvmd rubbing against o boat, and have made one snﬂden
 grab’ and haye done with it, snppwsmg that it had seen an

to snatoh at which took its fnnay and would neither have poked lh

snont through the thatch nor have then menacingly champed its

ages on we are told of a somewhat different
of n “Lethe-like stream,” its margins “all
wmt-r and nmla ood, except where n eoft, slimy, st
black bank of mud hove its shining back from out of the dmg
waters near the shore, with one or more monstrons alligators
sleeping on it, like dirty rottenlogs of wood, searcely deigning to lift
their abominable lnng mmnh to look ut us a8 we pusod, or to raise
their scaly tails e sticki
in great lnmps E) h ! homhle, most lwrriblul But the creatuves,
althoughno mmen cerbail less n.ll Forinstance,
T nover heard o well- athenmaM cago of thdr tacking a human
being hereabouts. Pigs and fowls they do hﬂw, bowevor, like any
1 don't mean to say that Ihay would not make witha
l;lﬂmg of & picaniny if he wers thrown to them; but
they seem to have no feroeious propensities.” ‘Well, they must eat,
1 snppclu and will seize wlmever falls in their way ; but one
Eg!dng it nose through the thateh of & canoo is rather overdoing

'{B have first o most absurd tussle mth-.
lod  gatto del monte,  tiger,”

Bue o “y two
o

to the scales

;d.znu (milﬂpmtly
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nonxsn must hvbt::’en un) tmdsd with

) -" lsopu-d '), which of A

hw’bgsn subdued so eam]{ his
umthlaan! Teality, 1l
of a chance; wﬂmm‘an’ver,
r would have seized one of the pigs, nnd
th it before the encounter could have

cruel
endeavour he bru his hands.
lown. thul:ght. ‘N@w Peter, cub ]xin throat, man, uuhhut]n-oai 1
Mangrove, the mnmm e sasw vrhurﬂ he was, Lknife across
he leopard’ and

Tuﬁ'wcry‘ius

drew his
onthn £ A]:kelxstory ad
i

call at Madras involves no ngg:emqble risk of an encounter with
us snake in ountry.
of Aictitious. mmt;ve.
a.nrg]q sufficient

g

enable naturalists at home npetmk any random as
that lon,

r venture h:

g l-ll
with mpnmr.y, in the suy pnmhmn tllla%ﬁ no human being is nompeee:xe i
to contradict the ldi-

m. To deny the possibility of being mortall
ui:-uck byn vauomuns snake wo 08 ould ofpgzma e alto; s nhmdy

but the actual incurred by thosé who visit nxplﬂro eir

haunts is s0 inconsiderable as very scon to become
.bmmuya.mmmm s is the existence of the common

this cc ear of enakes is assuredly about the
E o traveller like Liy

ivingatone, ot of
and it is right ﬁmae’

'queeﬁon wi'.‘i\"wi:ivh {

onally hm-v ﬂf a European

I should

Copyright © 2015 ProQuest LLC. All rights reserved.

"u -wm thlat J;M;he‘

THE YOUKG RHINOCEROS.
WE M.AYCDN:SID IR OURSELY
portrai
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regretto i
that ﬂ:e moﬂm overlai
. Pity that the mother and
Bartlett's care at the Zoological d
le one's surviving wonld have been f
rumoured that Mr Bartlott has some i
the g Thinoceros

o
1 f

for. sumatranus. The
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