| for an opportunity to steal off unobserved.

landrail displays its cunning. If surprised suddenly and canght, it
will often feign death, and remain perfectly stiff and motionless for
several minutes, to all appearance dead, but in reality only waiting
‘We have known three
instances in which this ruse ha’s been practised with success upon
uusnspecting naturalists. Those who intend, therefore, to ihvesti-
gate the subject of hybernation should be on their guard against
what at first sight might strike them as an instance of torpidits.

J. E. HArTING.

MORE ABOUT RHINOCEROSES,

HEN TREATING OF THESE ANIMALS (p. 184, anfed),

1 believed with the secretary of the Zoological Society, that

the small black species which had then recently been received in
the Regent’s Park collection was the true R. sumatranus, originally
described and figured by Bell in the  Philosophical Transactions ™
for 1793 (p. 282 and pl. ii.); in which supposition Mr Sclater
bestowed the name lasiotis upon the animal previously received
from Chittagong. The authorities at the British Museum (Drs.
Gray and Giinther), however, have arrived at a different conclusion.

sondaicus), while the head and limbs are represented as wrinkled,
but the skin quite smooth and devoid of tubercles, and in this
Tespect contrasting remarkably with ‘the adjacent parts of the
cuirass. 1 cannot think that anyone who looks at the claborate
finish of this drawing from a living animal can readily suppose the
peculiarities described to be freaks of the native arti and in the
other figure (of indubitable sondaicus) the head and limbs ara

d as if b with the caira

being y t lated
Moreover, inthe figure of very jnvenile sondaicus, a slight hai
ness is represented upon the back between the shoulder-fold and
that which crosses the loins, and I doubt not that this is correctly
copied from the living specimen. No habitat is assigned to either,
nor aught to guide i he di i ; but, without desiring
attach overmuch importance to any drawing made by an
unscientific artist, I still cannot help thinking that the one in
question indicates, in all probability, a species hitherto unsuspected
—as much so as were, until quite recently, the additional species of
Asiatic two-horned rhinoceros which must now be generally
recognised. In the India House Museum, I may add, there aie
four sculptured rhinoceroses in black marble, brought from Gya, (
Behar), all of which are evidently representations of R. sondaicus
distinerns SHai

and consider that the larger animal of the two ts th
original R. Upon further investi of the subject,
1 cannot help entertaining a still different opinion, namely, that the
Sumatran species figured as such by Bell and S. Miiller is neither
one nor the other, but a third representative of the same peculiar
type, denominated Ceratorhinus by Dr. Gray. F. Cuvier’s figure
in the * Histoire Naturelle des Mammiféres is evidently made up
from that of Bell, although without acknowledgment !

I am also of opinion that the animal which ¥. Cuvier figures as
R. javanicus represents a very young individnal of the smaller kind
recently living in the Zoologioal Gardens (for Iregret to have to

as hed from R. indicus,

To the ordinary reader it must doubtless appear strange that all
about such big creatures as rhinoceroses has not long ago been
settled ; but a rhinoceros to the generality of sportsmen is, simply,
a rhinoceros; he may casually remark that one that fell to his gun
was single-horned or two-horned, but he nsually has no idea that
there are different kinds of such animals, and, for the most part,
he is about as likely to note the distinctions of diverse species, even
though very strongly pronounced, as the pre-historic savage of yore
—indeed, actnallyless so; and the circumstances under which an
animal of the sort is slain, in most instances, are such as to

add that it has died quite suddenly an y),
without its posterior horn, which most assuredly would have been
conspicuously apparent at the age figured. Mons. Cm'ner

would seem to have copied an original drawing (d

an observer not specially qualified from turning his oppor.
tunity to any account. Ttis seldom indeed, I may add, that such
very much covetc;l oppor tunities fall to the lot of any competently
i d naturalist 7.

sent to the Paris Museum by either Diard or Duvaucel, and
obviously by a native artist), and his descriptions and mea-
surements are ifestly mere pi ; but, r z
that he had figures of two distinct, although kindred, species,
he seems to have thought that ome of them must mecessarily
represent the single-horned Javanese rhinoceros, as distingnished
from the two-horned Snmatran one, and in all probability he there.
fore corrected what he supposed must have been an error on the
part of the native artist when he suppressed the indication of a
second and posterior horn, which conld llin'dl_y: fail to have
been delineated (however small the rudiment) in the original
drawing—taken evidently from life—from which his published
figure was copied. That ho was mot overmuch particular in
such a matter is shown by his republishing as original Bell's
figure of sumatranns. Not only, however, does he commit the
mistake of confounding the pygmy dark-coloured rhinoceros
with the ively large and dingly di Java-
neso species, buf in his description of wveritable sumatranus
he remarks that Messrs Raffles and Horsfield have named it R.
sondaicus, which name was bestowed by Dr Horsfield on the Java-
nese rhinoceros, i.e. the lesser one.-horned species, which now
proves likewise to inhabit Sumatra as well as the mainland of S.E.
Asia; a skull of it, undoubtedly from Sumatra, having been received
quite recently at the British Musenum.

Mons. F. Cuvier, accordingly, in his *“ Histoire Naturelle des Mam-
miféres,” figures two species of ( inus, or Asiatic two-h d
rhinoceros, one of which appears to be identical with the smaller
kind lately living in the Raqent‘s Park collection, it being repre-
sented when very young, and without indication of the posterior
horn, of which a rudiment must needs have been sufficiently appa-
rent in the living animal he comparatively rough skin, even at
that carly age, the blackish-brown colour of the skin, and especially
the length and peculiax form of the tail, combine to indicate the cor-
rectness of this identification; but a difficulty still occurs in the
animal being represented so very slightly hairy, especially upon the
ears, which I hardly think is to be suficiently accounted for by the
youth of the individual, %

The original fignreof Bell,and those ’l(raprqsey‘xtmgn.dultand young)

NOTES AND QUESTIONS ON NATURAL HISTORY.

'ANESSA ANTIOPA.—In the latter part of AngustI sawa splendid
specimoen of the Camberwell Beauty (Vanessa antiopa) on Eston Hills,
about five miles from this town, but succeed In capturing it ; two,

rt{)en close to this

however. have been captured in this district, one in o ga
= THOUSE (Mid-

town, nnd one in the hoood of
dlest™ ugh).
THE MARSUPTAT SUB-CLASS.—A contributor to o late Field (p.
280) remarks that “*it is not strictly aceurate to say. that the marsnpialia
are found only in Australia and America ; the order is represented in New
Guinea and the Mulay peninsula, and probably in many of the islands of
that archipelago.” Species of alin_inhabit the Austro-Mal
region of Wallace, but not any have been discovered in the Tndo-Maliyan
ro:ion of Wallace, whic ds the Dalayan pevinsula, the
mummalian famna of which is particularly well known from the researches of
the late Dr. Cantor and other: ossums of ths genus Cuscus inhabit
Celebes and the Moluceas, aud other genera ars represented in New Guinea
and certain adjacent islavds; but there is not the slightest reason to sup-
pose that any animal of the sub-cluss inhabits the Malayan peninsuln.—7.

ANOTHER HATRLESS RAT.—Mr Osmond, of Thorp-le-Soken, near
this town, has kindly sent me auother hairless rat, which was shot in the
village street, by Mr Sparling, a solicitor there, i i

Fairbarn’s barn, where the other two mentioned by me in &
former communication were killed. Probably a new ruce is in the way of
being formed, and wi have an intercsting permanent variety
added to our fauna, which of course, in these days, would soon become g
species. As, however, I am a firm b.liever in the Horatian maxim
“ Naturam expellas fured, tamen usque recuzret,” I shall look closely after
these naked gentry. Will the farmers in the Tendring hundred kindly 1ot
me know if hairless rats are ever found in theirhomesteads? I have sent
the specimen to the College of Surgeons to be

rent. It buck about th rt plni‘f:.gdll:?{t e proltmlﬂe
parent. was a buck about three-parts grown, qui irloss except the
whiskers.—C. R. BReg, M.D. (Colchestcr‘f Sept. 355)4 e
THE CALCUTTA ADJUTANT.—It will surprise mo much if you are
not mundated with letters from ©* Caleutta Observers” in defence of the
accuracy of *Old Log,"” who states that the adjutant is one of the first
ob{echs ‘to attract a stranger’s eye on his arrival Juring the cold season in
Calentta. Your correspondent Z. (vide Field, Jul 6, 1872) pronounces
this to be an inaccuracy, ““ the fact being that the M{]nmnt nnfy inhabits
‘Calcutta during the rainy season.”” I am glad to be able to confirm the
stutement of “Oll Log,” from whose writings I have derived so much

of Dr. Salomon Miiller and Professor T umatran
specimens of evidently the same species, and having the hair excoed-
ingly scantand inconspicuous even upon the ears and tail-tip, which
renders it improbable that the species to which those figures referis
identical with either of those which we have seen alive in London.
Again, in Sir T, mford Raffles’s remarks on the same Sumatran
rhinoceros (published in the 13thvolume of the  Transactions of the
Linnwan Society,” p. 208), when commenting on Bell's figure and

iption, he makes 1o refi to the sh observable in
lasiotis, nor to its parti 1 long tfringe of hair
1 ing h, and 1y tufted tail ; butthe tailiscom-
paratively short, as in lasiotis, and the skin is smooth and of apale
colour, There is one great errorin F. Cuvier's figure of sumatranus,
in that the fold or crease upon the flank is represented to be con-
tinned upwards across the loins ; and this error is exaggerated in
the copy from that figure which is published in the * Naturalist's
Library."” -

Bell’ys Sumatran rhinoceros is stated to have been a male; “ the
height of the shoulder was 4ft. 4in. [over the curvature of the
body 7]; at the sacrum nearly the same ; from the tip of the nose
to the end of the tail, 8ft. 5in. From the appearance of the teeth
and bones, it was but young, and probably not near its full size.
The general colour wasa brownish ash; under the belly, between
the legs and folds of the skin, a dirty flesh-colonr. . . . o
ears were small and pointed, tined and edged with short black hair.
. . . Thewhole skin of the animal is rough, and covered very
thinly with short black hair.” Surely this description will apply
neither to lasiotis nor to the small blackish species, and I therefore
infer that sumatranus is probably distinct from either, and more-
over that javanicus apud Frederic Cuvier is either the small blackish
ono living in the Regent’s Park, or ggnt at_all improbably) still

an it arrived in Caleutta on the 5th of November,
1857, uud left it again on the lst of February, 1858 ; this was my only visit
fo the City of Palaces. One of tlie first objects to attract my atfention was
the gigantic adjutant stalking about in front of the Government House,
and from the roof of the house in which I lived scores of adjutants could
be scen upon the house tops. ether they remained there during the
whole of my stay T cannot remember, but am perfectly certain that they
were there in large numbers in the month of November.—C. A. ANDREWS,
Surgeon Sth Regt. M.N.I. (Mercara, Aug. 11),
~— As a render of your paper, and observing a controversy upon the
adjutants in Caleutta, I wrote on the subject to my brother-in-law, who
as been in Calentta’ for many years, and, us a sporting man, is & good
authority. Hisveply is s follows: /%, is correct in contradicting <Ol
Log's’ assertion that the adjutaut is one of the first objects to attract
attention in the cold weather liere, for it is only by hes.rcLin:( in secluled
Spots on the banks of the ‘nullah’ or canal which skirts Calcutta to ihe
south that one or two of these gigantic storks are to be found ab thas
£eason ; and these isolated srragglers are supposed to be old fellows more
devoted to good living than to the pleasures of the breeding swamps, which
lie in the direction of Barmah; or perbaps they may be ivalids, The
adjutants make their appearauce in Caleutta soon after the commencement
of the rains, say carly in July; and after September, or at latest Oct. 15,
not one is to be seen within Calcutta proper. A number linger on the
banks of the stream mentioned for a few duys, npparently reluctant to
Ieave, but by Nov. 1 they all depart, and none are visible to the casual
observer. The adjutants, ns seen here,
species until in motion in tha air, when a croaking sound only is sometimes
emitted in their short flights from one perch to another ; their bills are
long, broad, and straight, without any depression at the tip, and from the
lower ‘jaw the immense air bag is suspended. In the marshes, distant
about seven miles to the south-east of the town, numbers of the younger
birds are to be seen all the year round.”—T, W.
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another, with vory much Jess hispid skin* Bell’s figure of suma. | % S, (s = e e
tranus is corroborated by those of Salomon Miiller, as well as | @ it o Oheinad. Gardens.
by the negative testimony of Raffles; and it bears the same rela- | — |—=
tionehip to lasiotis which his other figzure does to the small blackish | # l\"nf-m':: f;.‘?'ﬁ’.',:‘f';}' (Pha- | Australia rosented by 3 Sma 1 Mammal
&pecies, an examplo of which has just died at the Zoological Gardens. | ' w | 1 Bovvet Monkey(Macacus | ontinental In. | Byesonted’ by tho | Mobey Houso
Again, the last referred to inhabits for cerfain the Malayan penin. = :’Ef:;e: i A e Hon, Chas, m:x‘h" %

sula and thet n.d'nuendt Tenass:éim e of ];ri}is}: Burma. T | " | i d;’ P ¥ 3

would not attach undue importance to the amount o 5 iR Bk Pastansola R
the quality, and the colour of the hairy vesture; but the chances Zelanaiie) s

nevertheless are that di of the kind betoken others 3 Saitanheadad Fatra Ditto

which as yet are unsuspected. When only one species of the par- auriceps) P

ticular type was ised, any one tai it wonld be | » Salpiie Parakoeta (Rlaky- | Dittor: 2 | pitto
nssi{mm} (as hfa! happened) tg th,u% "ﬁ"lfj one t;hwhﬂe, now ths,% 24 |1 Grey Snake (Coronella | Robben Tstant Reptile House®
a plurality of species is undeniable, ex! n, e same general , caun) . Africa

fomn . Jhgractor, t s nooassary hat one Shenld sommEnie oy | 2 (2 Eommon Gutlemots(Ura B s . Eastern Aviary
the ntmost attention every differential detail that may be presented lell‘dn Cats (Fells catus) | Scotland Small Mammal
to our notice. I still think it probable that the long and extra- | . |1Bennett's Wallaby Hal. | Tasmanta oM

ordinarily curved horn upon which R. Crossii was founded by
Dr. Gray will prove to have been borne by an individual of lasiotis.
To me it appears of normal shape and curvature, and therefore not
a monstrosity ; and, if I am right in this opinion, T think it likely
that the posterior horn of such an animal would be very short, and
thus analagous to the short posterior horn of Ceratotherium simum,
as contrasted with the exceedingly long anterior horn of that huge
African representative of 3nite another ty{:e of the formerly still
more extensively diversified rhinoceros family.

Upon looking over a portfolio of drawings at the India House,
bolonging formerly to the Earl of Mornington (subsequently

maturus Bennettii) @ |

» |1 Platyrhine  Wombat | Victoria, Aus. | Presentest by Dr. F.| Wombatsilouss
(phasedlomya platy: | traila Von Maoller, OMLZS
hinus) S
26| 1) Whita- fronted Lemur | Madagasesr .. | Parchased Monkey House
(Lomur albifrons) |
» | 1 Girnett’ Galugo (Galago | Bast Africa .., | Ditto ... . | Diito
Garnotilf) O
7| A Collcction of Anemonos | Brltsh Coust.. | Presentad by Mx W, | Fish Houso
om
» |1 Common Chameleon | North Africa ... | Prosentod by Mr G. | Reptile Houso
| valgarls) | Holils
* Never previously exhibited. 3 Mule © Female.

Marquis of Wellesley, Governor-General of India),
animals taken from the life in India, I found two of single-horned
rhinoceros. One of these is a fair representation of a very young
individual of R. sondaicus; the hich, however faulty in
general outline (being much too deep in the body), is finished
elaborately as regards details, appears tome to represent a peculiar
and undescribed species. The folds of the cuirass are the same as
in both indicus and sondaicne; exespt the ome which crosses the
mape in the latter, and is deflected backward over the middle of
the shoulder-blade in the former’; this ome is intermediaté in its
direction, for it is deflected backward much higher upon the
shoulder than is regularly the case with indicus. The most remark-
able peculiarity, however, consists in the cuirass being throughout
conspicuously studded with uniformly small tubercles (as in

Palsy, Gouty_Affootions, Lumbago,
and Chilblains — Estublishe

1
-1

[Adverti b i
Numbness, Paralysis, Sprains,

70 yeqrs.—Whitehead's Escence of Mustard, after an extensive and suc-
cessf ax;parience of upwards of 70 years, is confidently recommended asa
remedy of extraordinary efficacy. The essence of mustard is perhaps the

‘| most active, penetrating, and successful remedy in the world for the above

disorders, and for curing the severest spraing and bruises. Sold in bottles,
25, 9d. each, by Messrs Barclay and Sons, 95, Farringdon-street. Wholesala
agents : Sangér, 150, Oxford-street ; Starlkie, 4, Strand ; and by all medicine,
vendors.

[Advertisement.]—*In nothing has the application of machinery caused
a greater reduction of-prices than in the case of the best pigskin hunting
and riding saddles, which have consequently been reduced from six to
three guineas. Messrs Davis, of 14, Strand, to whom this invention {8
due, have bronght their machinery to such perfection, and use such care

* Bince writing the above, I have found that the stuffed skin of a youn
male in the British DMusenm accords fairly with Bell’s description, whicl
lasiotis decidedly does not. Unfortunately, the tail of that specimen is
matilated,

in the selection' of materials, that they have {Imtimuy secured &
poly in several large hunts, and many famons M.F.H. speal warmly
in their praise. The same processes are now adapted by Messrs Davis to
harness of all kinds, from the humble cab to the *lour-in-hand; and
certainly two sets they have just supplied to two famous members of the
Coaching Clnb are equal to any we have ever seen.’—The Standard,
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