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; - hrown, with small semilunar spots scattered down
brsast vinate T e and oeciput covered with buf dov,
Hie st ﬂn{mbiy wnd rested generally on its knees (or heels? or
It i tho Lt b bestword). o Yooa wus o el

3 alive three days.

o L Fadian couror is very abrndunt in tho Dukhun

-1” o the wesbw ard of the peninsula, and breeds from March to
%E laying usually three eggs on a hollow in the ground. The

P are pulo_greenish yollow, much blotehed and epotted with
xS 20 it o fow dusky olivo spots intermixed. :

i hod consists of insects and worms; and its flosh is rathor

carse and dry, 50 that it is in no request for tho table.

S ORNITHOGNOMON.
g e e s
A VISIT TO THE COLLECTION OF BRITISH BIRDS MADE BY
THE LATE J. D. HOY, ESQ,, OF STOKE-BY-NAYLAND.
Br C. R, BREE, M.D. '
(Continued from page 230.)
¢ THE NOTICES of raptorial birds contributed by the

AMlcﬁ‘nGl\Ir Hoy to_ Leudon’s Mayasine of Natwral History there
araone or two which deserve notice before I proceed. Saghaid o

In the volume for 1 3, p. 107, there is a paper ** On the distinetion
of the Togland and Jer Faloons.” M Hoy, and I think rightly, con-
o e thom specifically distizot. * Tt appears to me,” yomaxks My
Hoy, “ thab naturalists have ‘ovmed their opinion on this subject
Trom the examination of pre-.. e or at most from birds
from fato of confinement. I have had repeatod opportunities of
o i tho opinion of several eminent falooners of the old achool,
ho. have invariably stoutly maintained the two, birds to be per-
foctly distinet.”” Ho then gives somestractural points of difference.
“ The Teeland falcon rather oxcoeds the jerfaleon in size; the tail is
shorter, the wing: sroportionately larger: the head larger; the two
& ebios roquiring diffevent blocks for making hoods. The plumage
Shows whiter with age in the Toelund falcon.”

Tn tho volume for 1834, p. 53, he notices the ca }mrn of two
white-tailed eagles in immature plumage in a rabbit-warren at
atford; and also on March 16, 1833, of an adult malo goshawl
upon the estate of Sir Joshuas Rowley, Barb., of Stoke Nayland.
Mr Hoy remarks: “I believe ifis capture to be an excecdingly rare
ocenrronce in this part of the kingdom. I am not aware of more
than fwo or

three instances of the goshawk being killed in the
gouthern parts of Britain, and in those instances I am inclined to
suspect they may have escaped from falconers, as the goshawls has
been trained and flown at no very distant date in the counties of
Norfolk, Cambridge, and Herts, in which counties also the specimens
vore killed.”
\wlr:: the volume for 1832 is & most interosting account of one of his
white-tailed engles, laying eggs in confinement, This was done by
tho Jady who cscaped from her 20 yards of strap and cord, and in
those days was a remarkablo event. It occurs now, I believe, every
year in the Zoological Gardens.
In tho same paper as the above Me Hoy records the capture of a
1nalo honey buzzard nt Tendring Hall, which he had an opportunity
~of dissecting, and of which the eraw and stomach were filled with
wasps and nympha from the comb; also a few small beetles. The
legs and elaws of the bird were very dirty, which was due, Mr Hoy
snggests, to the duty haying beon imposed npon them of enlarging
the holo to gob tho wasps. 1
Mr Hoy suggested that this bird wasonly o snmmer visitant, as
it would find it difficult to get I:Lmd during winter. A fomale of this
i hood of C

The nest is large, formed on the outside with small pieces of sticks,

L s § s
pisces of heath and wool, with & little moss intérmised, lined with
wool, fino grass, and feathers.”

- rh}Iay goos on to give o most amusing account of the mode in
;v ich this bird is unsad by faleoners to assist them in catching
ml»:rk‘s, an extract from which will be found interesting cven now :

The falconer constructs a low turf hutin an open part of the
Sguntry, with & small opening on one side. At about 100 yards’
tllsta,nue from the hut & light-coloured pigeon is placed in a hole in

he ground covered with turf, with a string attached to it which
reaches to the hut; another pigeon in @ simjlar situation on the
opposite side, at the same distance. At ten yards’ distance from cach
pigeon o small bow neb is fixed on the ground, so arranged
as to be pulled quickly over by means of a piece of small iron
wire made fast to the not and reaching to the hut ; the string by
which the pigeon is held passes throngh o hole in & pioce of wood
driven into the ground in the centre of the bow net. The'falconer
has also a decoy pigeon in & string at a short distance from the hut,
and several tame pigeons at liberty on tho outside, which, on the
sight of a hawlk, immediately take shelter within, The butchor bird
(Lanios excubitor) is fastened by a leather thong on o hillock of turf
ayoardin height, and a few yards distant from the hut; & small hole
is made, and a piece of turf laid over, for a place of retreatin case
of danger.

““The faleoner, employing himself in some sedentary

water ouzels dive and walk under the water, but I never saw one # carrying
on"' like my friend of this morning.— F. Browava¥ Wuirs, M.D.
(Rannoch).

THE MUNGOOSE AND COBRA POISON.—With reference to socm
correspondence which has appeared in yonur columns regarding the often-
mooted subject of the cobra versus mungoose, I can testify to the fact that
the mungoose bears no antidots to tho bite of the eobra in bis own person,
for T was witness to the following experiment, tricd at Caloutta, in presence
of several gentlemen whose names L can furnish, should yon wish it, for
‘your privato satisfaction. A cobra and mungoose were mado to ite each
other several times, blood being plentifully drawn from both,
Bring severely woundod. They were then placed in separate boxes for tho
night (the experiment had been mads ltta in the evening). In the morning
the snuke was active as ever, but the poor mungoose—who, had he been
allowed fair play, wos far moro than n mateh for the cobra—was dead, and
Tis body swollen. T should remark that after o few ' rounds ” had been
fought his hind legs became quite paralysed. This is, T think, proof suffi-
cient (Lt the mungoose s no antidots in itsell. Whother there is any
foundation for the belief that it is acquainted with soma her which acts as
an autidote, and which it retires to eat when bitten, I cannot say, but do
ot think it probabls, ns the mungonse, which is as gallant a little fellow as
can be, always makes short work of his natural enemy,—R, H,

ANSWERS.

WEASEL AND MOLE.—It may inforest L. S. V. to know that about
three yearsago 1 fg(mdn weasel caught and fairly killed in o mols trap,
which Wwas sot abouf six yards from o fence—J. D. J.
summer in tho traps ho

observes every motion of hislittle watch, and it is almost incredible
af how great o distance Le will point & falcon in the air. If it
agproaches ho shows symptoms of alarm, drawing in his feathers,
and fixing his eyes in the same direction. On a nearer_approach he
sereams alond, the falcon being then perhaps not less than three or
four hundred yards distant. On its closer approach he retreats
under the turf, and quite conecals himself. It is then the falooner
draws out the pigeons where the nets are fixed, which, fluttering
rornd, generally tompt the hawk to make o stoop ab ono of them,
which, if he takes, he is ineyitably ensnared. While the faleon is
uear the shrike continues in his hiding place, hardly daring to show
his head at the entrance of hisrotreat. Should thefalcon be taken or
pass over without attacking the pigeons, he cautiously ereeps out, yet
almost afraid to trust himself on his hillock, looking on every side,and
does not during some time recover from his slarm. He is greatly
terrified at the sight of the goshawk, screaming and endeavouring
to esoape, as this hawk wonld oven seizo him in his hiding place,
should he cateh sight of hin, which the falcon would not. He does not
show mneh alarm at the sight of the kite and different species of
buzaard, unloss they are yery near to him, so that by the motions of
the buteher bird the falconer can tell almost with certaiuty the
species of hawls which is approaching him. Were it not for the
penetrating eye of the watel “nl bird, the falconer would sit many
dreary hours to no purpose, as he would not know when to pull his
pigeons ont to lure tho hawk.”

There is no i of dehat in the eollection, and in the
paper from which the above quotation is made Mr Hoy gives o
minute account of this extremely rare British bird from his own
observation in the Netherlands, where it is abundant. Mr Hoy
only records two instances of its capture in England, one near
Canterbury, and another in the meighbourhood of SwafTham, in
Norfolk. His deseriptions of its nesting habits and plumage have
been copied by most of our systematic writers in this country. In
his account of the egg of this'bird Mr Hewitson remarks (* British

iom) : ** Naturali

Birds' Begs,” vol. i, p. 46, sacond ed; sts, especinlly

—— Ourmol caught two weasels this
hiad seb in the '*runs” of tho moles, On my mentioning to him the
cireumstance of his having caught them, he told me that he frequently
finds them in bis traps, In the snmmer of 1856, in a farm about two miles
from us, ho caught four. During the summer, whilst in the hay-field, o
terrier dog I had with me found ono and gave it chase, when ib escaped into
a mole hole.—C, W, B.

POREICN PIELD SPORTS.

e S A L

THE BENGAL SOONDERBUNS.
BY THE ABOVE TITLE is known the vast expanso of forest
and morass which extends from the mouth of the Hooghly, an
the west, to abont the Megna, or large river formed by the yunction
of the main stream of the Ganges with the Bramahpootrah, on the

east,

The delta lying betiween these riversisintersected by soyeral other
ohannels—some of which, such as the Hooringotta, Bulephur, Mutlah,
&e., aro much larger than the Hooghly—and by innumerablo small
streams, forming o perfeot labyrinth, and dividing the delta into &
great number of islands, some large, some small, and which are
for the most part covered with a dense and almost impenetrable
jungle, extending to tho water’s edge, except in some of the islands
of the Backergunge Soonderbuns, which adjoin the sea, from whicl
they are separated by a narrow beash of sand.

These isﬁmds, formod of the alluyinl deposit brought down by
the Ganges from the plains of Bongal, aro but little elevated above
the sen level, and on the ocourrence of such fearful tempoests as the
late oyclone the islands nearest the ses are often submerged.
Ab such times the wild animals with which they swarm have been
seon floating about in the channels, whereinto they have been washed
by the storm-wave, which resembles tho well-known * boro " (bar) of
tho natives, bub is 'of conso infinitely latgor and moro formidable,

those who tuke an interest in that portion of omithology which the
prosont pagos axo intonded to illustrato, have lost o most ardent and

spegies was shob in the 1 o during the
spring by o gamekeeper. I ventured to plead for these birds on
account of their harmless natare and utility in destroying wasps,
but the keeper's master assured me that the bird shob had been
canght in the ach of stealing young pheasants.

The Corvidm in Mr Hoy’s collection are represented by the raven
and ibs egg (70), the hooded erow (127), the chough (162 and 237), tho
magpie (239), and a malo and female nuteracker in caso 248. The
Sturnide inclnde one case of Rose pastors (233), and the Awmpelidw
$vo of Boheminn waxwings (37 and 110). It will be observed that the
commoner species, for the reason before mentioned, are absent.

I wm not aware that Mr Hoy has loft behind him any notices of the
above birds, except the record of the capture of a rose pastor near
Woodbridge, Suffolk, in the year 1832, T have littlo doubt but that this
bird is one of the pair sebup in cace 233, has been frequently
killed in this country, inlly in Norfolk. Mr remarks
that he has not, heatd of a single specimen having been taken during
the last nine years. Since the pubginn.tion. howaver, of Mr Steven-
son’s book I have been told of a specimen having been shot mear
Yarmouth, but which side of the border (Suffolk or Norfolk) I cannot
suy. L have the gennine eggs of this bird in my cabinet, collectcd
by Dr Cullen, of Kustendji. They are of a pearly blvish-white,
very distinet from those of the starling.

‘fho pasb year has been memorable in the history of another bird
mentioned above. I allude to the complete clearing up of the
mysbery which has hibherto hung over the nidification of the nut-
otnckes. In Parb L of the ‘* Proccedings of the Zoologienl Society” for
the year 1847, p. 162, Profossor Alfred Newton has given a full nocount
of the discovery of the nest of this bird by Herren Pastor Theobald
and J. . H. Fischer, of Copenhagen, and this deseription is acecom-
panied by, to colleclors, & crushing fignre of the egz. I will makea
short extract from Professor Nowton’s paper. Huving failed in
previons efforts to wob the nest beforo tho young wero hatehed, *in
184 they determined to bo wise in time,’ Lhey kept two youn;
men on the wafch all winter, and as =pring approached careful
scarch was mado. At length, on the 23rd of March, after cight days
labour, the nest was found, in the same part of the forest as that
of the year before, being, indeed, only some F¢tv feet from the same
spot. It was therefore, in all probability, built by the same birds.
1t was on a fir tree about fifty feet high, and built quite in the same
mauner as that of the former year. The teekers took the precau-
tion firsh £5 climb up a near extending tree, and then, seeing tho
nnteracker on tho nost, asconded. the nest treo itself, and ook the
fonr eggs, which when sent to Herr Theobald wero blown by him,
and found quite fresh. He writes: “They have a peculiar
choracter, and I believe they cannot be easily confounded with
others, . . . I am not able to find any likeness between these
and the supposed eggs of the bird piotured in Bideker's plates
(Bir der Enropiiischen Vogel, taf. 1, fig, 14, and taf. 76, fig. 4), They
are emaller than the eggs of Pica varia (magpic), and larger than
those of Gurrulus glandarins (jay). The ground colour is a ligh
Dluish green, not unlike that of Stvvnus vulgaris (starling), whioh
thoy also resemble in form. Nevertheless, they do not deny the
type of the Corvidee. They are sprinkled over with very fine spots
of buff, or perhaps elive. Two of them are spotted more distinotly ;
ono is almost spotloss.”

. Passing on to the Laniidm, T find two cases (114 and 241) devoted

o tho red-backed shrike. ‘Those in 114 appeat as both males ; thay
are the birds alluded toin the paper on the ¥nglish shrikes confained
in vol. 4 (1831) of Loudon's Magazine of Natural History, which
“‘f’l{lﬂ prosently.

ie * groy shrike,” usually called tho grest grey or greab ash-
Solaneod shiriko, is reprosented in oase 159, Thore ave thres spocioh
21 this hlr;}], w0 of which have been taken in this country, to Wwhich
ho ferm * great groy shrike” has been applied indiscriminately, In
my work on the Birds of Burope I have snggested the propriety of
applying the term originally used {o designate Lauius excubitor,
tho most common of the two species taken in this country, viz.,
'F’{EY shrike,” while the term ** groat grey shrike” onght to be
ﬂ]*-\_i:mtcd to the Lanius meridionalis. The third species of grey
l'),”"l €, L. minor, has not, I believe, occurred in this country: These
Tm s differ in plumage but slightly ; they yory more in their eggs.
Temminck considored thom, and I think rightly, as mere races
oF Pertuunent vavicties of tho samo spocios. The two “grey
lr(: e3” which have occurred in this country are distinguished
ﬂl(i:l each other thus : in Lanins meridionalis, the rarer of the two,
s 8 15 a well-marked white line extending above the dark patch in
b Wll%m of which the eye is situated. The white on the wings

J:ﬂ nf.io two distinet patches when the wing is closed. The npper
ﬁ“ E“ the body are of a darker ash, and the under parts more or
ol eeply tinged with a vinous eolonr. . 1t is probable that the two

) mi“- haye been frequently mistaken for each other.
lodg; If‘?J'!; s remarks on this bird are very interesting, as his know-
This of 1t was derived from personal observation on the Continent.
o sxightly namod . butoher bird,”for it hovera ike a kestre], and,
Ths leib‘mflgm its mouse or yunn&; bird, impales it on a thorn near
“heathy or food when wanted, It builds most frequently in
Eﬁllwlin{e:u‘d wooded districts, often building its nest on fir trees,
height § in the fork of an oak or other tree at a considerable

€ight from the

ground, It mever builds in low bushes or hedges,. fiew

1 in the death of Mr Hoy. 1 have geeatly to
regret his loss, for had he been living I should have been enabled, a8
will bo seen from the frequent qnotations from his information in
my former work, to have given much more that would have been
new and interesting during the progress of the present.”

OF the red-backed shrike Mr Hoy gives the following account of
the singular abnormity in plumage of the femalein case 114: “I
have & female bird of the red-backed species (Lanius collurio) in the
full garbof the adunlt male. I had found the nest, and observed
near the spot apparently two male birds; not being ablo to discover
the female, I was indaced to shoot both, and on dissection one
proved the female, with the eggs much enlarged, and one nearly
ready for exclusion. I mention this circumstance as this change of
plumage in some species has been attributed to barrenncss,”

Tn commenting upon the above it is singular that & man of Mr
Yarrell's acuteness should have attributed this abnormal condition
to o malwrity of plamage.  (* British Birds,” vol i, p. 165.

No bird is more common in summer than the r¢ 1-backed shike in
the couth and south-east of Kngland, and no bird exposes itself more
pertinaceously during its nesfing period; and yet who, except Mr
Hoy and Mz Blyth (* Magazine of Natural Historg,” vol. viii, p. 864)
has ever seen the female in the male plumage? Were it owing to
mate-iby of plumage, it would be observed most commonly.

Tn tho Muscicapid® there is only one species represented in Mr
Hoy's colleetion, viz,, oar well-known spobted or grey flycateher (115).
Wo have iwo other British specics, tho pied and red-breasted, the
latter robin-like bird having been pdded to our avi-fauna during the
last year or two. With tho pied flycateher, which breads constantly
in the north of Bagland, Mc Hoy was, however, well acquainted,
and, althongh [ canot uy my hand upon it, if 1 remember rightly
he clummumum:ad a paper on its habits to the Mogasine of Nulural
History.

A word or fwo abont the red-breasted flyoatoher, Massicapa parva,
a8 n new British bird, will not, I think, be outof place here,

This bird is figured and doscribed in my “Birds of Hurope,”
vol. i,y p. 179, It i3 an inhabitant of Hangary, Anstrin, and Russin,
being found sscidentally only in France, Switsorland, and Italy.
Its range extonds to Indin.

In habit this interesting little flycatoher is said by Temminck to
bo very similar to our robin; but Nordmanu, who is well acquainted
with it in the neighbourhood of Odessa, suys its movements and
general appearance aro more like those of the stonechat; and this
18 confirmed by Mr Edward Heale Rodd, to whom we are indebted
for its introduction to omr British fauna, Three specimens alto-
gether have been obtained by that gentleman from the Seilly Isles.
Two of them are recorded in tho Zoalogist for 1863, pp. 8444 and
8841, and the third in the samo publication for 1866, p. 31.

The egg of M. parva, of which [ have authentic specimens, is not
lilkke that of cither of our other flycatchers. It resembles the egg of
the robin, but is much smaller. "The Tardidmin Mr Hoy's colloction
are reprosented by miszel thrushes (68) 3 ring onsels, nest and eggs
(122 and 228); redwings (151); fieldfares with ring ousels (223);
blackbird, pied variety (247) ; golden orioles, male and female, and
ezgs; dippers (118).

(o bo contintied.)

NOTES AND QUESTIONS ON NATURAL HISTORY.

A WHITE BUNTING.—A white specimen of the common bruting
(Emberiza miliaria) was shot hiere about the mwiddle of last month; tho
Dird was in very good condition and plumage, exoepting its t.il, which was
rathier ruflod, appeu ing os thourh it had been lkept in o cage for some little
time,—WiLLiax JLEAT (Meldreth, Cambs.)

OCCURRENCE OF TBE GREY PHALAROPE AT NORTH
WOQTTON.—Buly on Saturday moming, £ho 5l ingt., the blacksmith
of "North Wooiton observed o strango bird rupuing round, and ocea-
wionally swimming i, the horse pond in front of his forge. He fotohed his gua
and wioged the bird, which was & grey phelsrope (Phalaropus lobutus)
Pagsing by ioon o 1 bagred the bird for the Lymm Museum. It
exhibits tlie usus! appearanco or changing plumage, bub is mors tinged with
Yt on Lhe front of the neck then tho ouo taken at Middleton last year.
- Epwp, L, K1x (King’s Lynn),

RING CUZEL IN MIDDLESEX.—On Saturday Jast Iehot aring ouzel,
w196 milas non th of London. T {t nob rather inusaal to 53 this bird
f0near the metropolia?—I. B. B. C, e xing onzel isn summer visitor to
thiss conntry, and is said bo broed on phe moors n thenorth and woest of
Eugland, buf in tho eastorn_ counties s uslly only seen on it paseag in
spring and autump, (o Mr Horting's interosting work on “Tho Birds of
Midolesex,” mention i3 1made of nearly a dozen spacimens that have af
varions times Killed ab Kingsbury, Kilbuem, Hampstead, Hendon,
Bigware, and Hot row Wenld —Ep.

THE WATER 0UZEL SWIMMING,—May T inquire whether a littls
incident thist [ vitnesiod to-day is of common dccurrencs, or tha reverso?
Tn croseing Kinlooh Bannoch Bridie I noticed a small object floating on
fhariver above the bridge,and gradually being brought down by the strean.
Ihis ninfuown objeet akso moved oceastonally, in  slight degres, of its own
il On gotting near the bridge it turned out to be, to all appearance and
1o the best of my knowledgr, 1o other than a common water otsel. Think-
it Tsuppase, thint it had como down far enough, it rose from the wter,
fow up the stream, and_again settled on the water recommen:
floating down stream, udding some ¢ ont the way of d.ivinE toits
other porformances, ' As before, an approaching the bridge it book to ity
\wings, went up the stream, and &g‘» its “littlo At last, T
fancy being rather tired, this “mnonsing little ouss'* took its departure and
away through one of yhe arches of the bridge, I have oftén seen

« inland with orco o distance of four or five
miles. Some of these channels are so narrow, that a man endowed
with ordinary jumping powers  might leap across them; and
others, agnin, are so broad as to oxhibib the appearance of a mag-
nificent sea-like oxpanse, Sometimes thoy assnma the form of Inkes
studded with lovely wooded itands, the strange, rich, tropical
folinge of which,extendi nt‘r to the water’s edge, presents an apparently
impenetrable barcier to the adventorous sportsman who trusts him<
self within its gloomy depths.

This immense forest covers a large portion of the distriots extend-
ing eastward from Calentta to the Mogna, and known as the
twenty-four pergunnahs, Jessoro and Backergunge ; and, strange
as ib may sonnd to English ears, the jungle oyerlaps and approaches.
within & few miles of the “City of Palaces” itsolf, thougha small
gtrip of cultivated country extends along the eastorn bank of the
Hooghly almost to Sangor Island, where all trace of enltivation
vanishes; the ouly signs of humanlifo boing the lighthouse, round
which the tigers ave said to prowl regularly ab night, n fow miserable
hats, and the “refoges’’ constructed ab xuburvuﬁs along the beach,
and kept regularly supplied with food, for the benefit of any unfor-
‘tunate seaman whom fate and the ocean may cast upon this inhos-
pitable ghore. .

The jungle which covers the greater portion of tho twenty-four
pergunnahs is, conbrary to the general but erroncous belief, nob a
Virgin one; on the contrary, though it has been long abandoned o
the beasts of the forest, there exists undoubted proof that it was
onco hoth enltivated and thickly peapled, romains of forts, temples,
and villuges having baen froquently met. with in the very centre of
islands which haye never, wid:iu living rocolleotion, been inhabited.
The lapse of this immense tract into a state of nature is to be

ibuted to tho desolafing wars and Mahometan misrulo of former
days, and perbaps to English neglect in more resont fimes. Thia
part of the Soonderh not much t d by largo rivors with
a strong ourvent flowing from the main Ganges, o8 s the caso in
Buckergunge, bub is, on tho contrary, intorsected by numorous small
croeks or khals, under the influence of the fide; and in theso a vast
quantity of rotten vegetation, from the junglo which covers the
islands, and which is here low, rank, and noxious in_the highest
degree, floats abont and simmers perpetually under the Dburning ru{n
of an almost vertical sun, From this brief but I trust folerably
clear deseription of the jungle near Caleutta, the reader will readily
understand that the climate of this part of the forest is dunp and
foverish ; and the sporbsman who ventured to pass any time in it for
tho purpose of shooting wonld be almost as eertain of o fever as of
being wofully disappointed in regard to sport, the deep mud and dense
undergrowth rondering all shooting, except perhaps an oocasional
chance shot ab game on the bank fm o boat, all but an impossi-
Lility. Why, then, Lean faney I hear ny eporting readers in England
say, infliot upon us a- deseription o’ such a hole as the Bengal
Sponderbuns ? Courage, gentle reader; we arc now about to
enter a country far moro interosting, whether to the naturalist or

the sportsman.

On entering the archipelago which forms the eastern portion of
Jessore, the traveller finds himself for the first time in tho  forest
primeyal,” and marvellously romantic and striking is_the scenery
“aronnd him, The banks are for the most part covered with dense
thiokets of the soonder tree, which has a tall, thin stem and dark
foliage, and which, growing as it doos in comyn.nb munsses, would pre~
sent o rather sombre Ml;x’m:t were they nob relieved by the sea cocon-
nut. ‘This is o stranga broad.leafed plant, which, o the beat of mny
knowladge, is only found on the banks of these tidal rivers and creeks,
and which is quibe different from the cocon-nut troe, The fruit of
the sea cocon-nut is large, oval, and of a light greenish colour, and
containg a quantity of sweet water. Tho well-known banyan (Ficus
indica) is, with others of the Ficus tribe, common on many of the
islands; and many ofher tall and stately trees rear their majestio heads
above the surrounding sen of vegetation, OF grasses, the null, n reed
or cane which attains a height of abont fifteen feot, is frequently
found growing in large patehes; the bamboo is also, T belisve,
oceasionally meb with,

1f these wilds axe for the most part abandoned to the beasts of
the forest, the larger of the rivers that intersect them are’the
goene of an extensive and useful nayigation, great numbers of the
huge unwieldy boats which convey grain from the upper provinces,
and return laden with salt, &e., passing throngh thom daily on their
way to and from Calcutta, and the channels present at times quite
o busy scene. One or two rivers are also preferred during the dry
season by the oaptains of the river stenmers trading botweon
Caleatta and the upper provinees to the more direct ronte of the
Tooghly, which is then very shallow. ‘The more remote snd intri-
vate sbreams are, however, almost entirely nnfye‘quenhed, and

resent o "g v q1 n:ippmnmcu, when seen
Ey the pala moonlight, which lends to the labyrinth of windin
creeks and woody islands an air of mys| l"f’ that is almost awful;
and the effeot is heightened by the profound silence, only broken by
the rashing of the eddying eurrenb, tho long sonorous roar of tho
prowling tiger, the hunv{‘ splash. with which somo hugo alligator
slides lazily from tho bank where ho has been in silence expeotin
his proy, or the miawling of tiger cats. The singularly waixg
of these solitudes is mucl d by the number of
creeplnghil:nba which hang-in fostoons from trea fo tree, or Tnn
serpent-like along the ground, Ihere are several flowers with whose
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names I am not acquainted ; but, on the whole, the flora of these
regions does not appear to be very extensive. F

‘The fauna of the ‘buns is dingly Of the
larger animals are found the rhinoceros, buffalo, and tiger ; there are
also numerous herds of the spotted deer (C. axis), and the wild hog is
found in great numbers, That singular lizard the guan, or iguana,
is very common, bat doos not seem to be over used as an_articlo of
food, as is the case in South America and some of the West India
islands. The jackal, so common in most parts of India, is, like the
wolf, seldom or never met with in the Soonderbuns, and the author
has no recollection of ever either secing or hearing of a leopard.
Alligators of great size and ferocity swarm in every creek: they
may be seen lying on the mud banks left by the tide in long lines,
and many are the stories told by the natives of their attacking the
tigers ; for these latter animals, thongh cats, have no objection to
enter the water, and have often been seen swimming across the
rivers in pursuit of deer. The alligator is said by the natives occa-
sionally to attack the smaller dinghics er canoces, but tha writer
does not vouch for the truth of this story. The tiger, however, has
often boarded boats, and I know of an instance in which one
entered the laxze flab, or barge for conveying merchandise, which is
towed by all the steamers plying on the Ganges and Brahma-

otrah, and carried off an unfortunate lascar (native sailor) whom
ﬂg found sleeping on deck. The large python (misnamed by Euro-

ans *“ boa ) abounds everywhere, and attains a length of some
fifteon fect, though here, as in other parts of India, it is seldom
soen. It is, however, much dreaded by the woodeutters, who during
the healthy season are employed in cutting wood for the Caloutta
market. There are at least two epecies of this monster—one, black,
and covered with numerous small round white spots, is called by
the natives of Oadh cheet; another species has a most beautiful
skin, the markings on the dorsal scales of which resemble what are
called in heraldry clevrons, and are of the richest and most varied
colours,

I remember being present at the capture of ome of these
serpents, which on being opened was found to contain an entire doe
axis, apparently full grown or nearly #o0; the skin had been romoved,
and the body well lubricated with the saliva with which mnature,
doubtloss for this very purpose, has plentifully supplied the reptile.
The legs had been broken and most seientifically tucked under the

ody of the animal, so as to interfere as little as possible with its
passnge through the gullet. This python was about fifteen feot long,
and the diameter of the body where thickost was not greator than
that of the thigh of an ordinary man ; as the head was not remark-
aw large, the power of distengion must have been enormous, The

1t is far from being uncommon, but is so_cautions, and inhabits
such impassable swamps, that one is rarely scen, and still more
rarely killod. The rhinoceros appears to subsist upon such food as
young soonder shoots, grass, and canes. This huge muscnlar animal
©can carry off almost any amount of lead, if not struck in the heart
or meck; and large rifis, carrying heavy charges of powder, are
therefore required to pursue him with success. Steel-pointed
balls are perhaps the best description of projectile, as it is difficnlt
to construct shells which do not burst too near the surface of the
ekin. Barrels for shooting in such heavy cover should of courso be
short, And as the climate is so hamid, and there is always a chance
of falling into water, a._breech-londer is excellent, for the cartridges
can be changed so readily; besides, quick loading is in this descrip-
tion of sport—as it is, indeed, in most others—a great desideratum.
The hunter should wear thick, strong laced boots, having the soles
wider than those of the feet, which are lisble to be jammed in the
roots of the soonder trees. These grow out of the mud in the form
of the letter V, are tough, elastic, and can squeeze the foot s0 as to
inflict the most exquisite pain, and may also cause severe fqlls, which
among so many thorns and sharp-pointed roots is anything but a
joke. Clothes shonld be of adark brown colour, g0 as to render the
wearer as indistinct as possible when stalking. 1 have always pre-

tho dear jungle. So the broken-down soldier thi
the long marches, the long wet hinky
Fihes A

he of
ing after the battle, but of the glorions momeng
was one of the brave men composing the column mm,;,"f
to the fight, and his heart beat high at tho sound of the trumpet
tho fierco wild excitoment of the assault.  Yos, thero is a gl
even in lost enjoyments !

he origin of th: word “Soonderbun” has been always
subject of controveisy, some belioving it to composad of
th Hindee words soonder (beantifal), and Dun. (a bank); oiecs
thinking it to mecan simply the bank on which the ’Ebﬂndu
tree grows. Ou this subject I dare not venture an opinion,
but the tree would seem to bo called seonder or soondree on account
of its graceful beauty. There appear to be kwo species of this treq,
one having the light feathery leaves of a dark colour, while thg
other is of a lizht green, but beautiful it cortainly is,

In conclusion, I would warn the wonld-be sportsman in the jnngles
of Eastern Bengal that shooting in these * dismal sWamps” is no
child's play. “Tho danger is oceasionally great, and the mero bay
if that is his object, not _very large, Wiile whe paddling along
ehu.st:emm:. he is exposed fo the piercing rays of a tropical sun, o

¢ not of
night around the bivouas,
or the roll-call eﬂw ;wn—

ferred the material knowa in the Calcutta bazaars as ''d
drill” to all others, as it is light, strong, and difficult to see—the
threo great desiderata for an Indian sporting costume.

Of small game there is plenty in these jungles, though perhaps no
great variety. Pea and jungle fowl are common enoungh, but I do not
remember ever to have scen any hares, or even waterfowl, though
the latter and snipe should abound in such a locality during the
winter. Rabbits are never met with in o wild state in any part of
India. N

Only a small portion of the Soonderbuns had been reclaimed till
some years since, when the Government offered a large quantity of
wasto Jand on advantageons terms to such speculators as should
undertake to clear the jungle within a certain time. The principal
of these were the Messrs Morell, who have for some time been
engaged in clearing the jungles of Backergunge, and have re-
claimed a portion of the forest, large in itself, but small when com.-
pared with the vast tracts which still remain in a state of nature.
The chief cultivation appears to bo rico and sugar ; bnt much of the
land in the Soonderbuns wonld appear to be so bad as not to repay
the expense incurred in clearing it, and some of the * grants”’ seem
to have been taken by natives merely for sporting purposes. Morell-
gunge, the little town and bazaar founded by the Messrs Morell,
whose hospitable mansion is situated on the bank of a river,

of tho paunch, which was prod y

reptile aotually writhed for some minutes after we had removed its

intestines. Of smaller snakes and other rcp:;iles there ara a great
the S

of the snake had retarned to its natural size, with the
onsly di led. 'Tiri

presents an scene. A mumerous fleet of large “np-
country”” boats is moored by the glaf, or landing place, and a small
neat pier has been constructed, close to which is moored the yacht
of the Messrs Morell. 'J.'hfy have eracba‘(‘l a clean, lvall-kept bazaar,

number, and in all the districts adjoini death
from snake-bite appears to be of common oceurrence.

Beforo leaying the subject of the zoology of the Soonderbuns, I
should mention that on one of the islands near the eastern mouth of
the Gangoa is said to exist a breed of wild cattle, quite distinet from
the buffalo, being smaller, of a white or cream colour, and very
flerca; they cannot belony to either of the two species (B. gaurus or
B. cavifrons) of the huge Indian bison, which are always found in
hill forests, and the sportsman who endeavours to clear up the
mystery will do no small service to the cause of science.

igors are usually shot esither from a tree or from a machan
(wooden stage). ILlephants eannot of course be used here, and it is
almost impossible to get a shot at a tiger in such dense undergrowth
by means of o haule of battue. The plan most usnally pursned with
success is as follows. When information is received that a cow
has been killed by a tiger in one of the elearad spots which here and
thero are to be meb with even in these wilds, th rhgman repaies
to the spot without delay, and it is almost invariably found that the
tiger has dragged his victim into the bigh null grass, which here
always exist where there is not forest or eultivation; the carcase
uniformly presents the same appearance, the throat being deaply
marked by the teeth and claws of the ** grim monarch of the jungle,”
and a portion of the flosh near the root of the tail exten away.
Should there be u tree near enongh to the spot, the hunter betakes
himself to if, and, as he may have to watch for many hours, generally
has a charpoy or nubive bedstead firmly lashed among the branches
some ten feet from the ground ; this height is sufficient for safety,
while it admits of an accurate aim being taken.

The tiger generally roturns to the gara (or, as we call it, “%kill %)
ab about midday, the time when the woodoutters and labourers
retivo from their work in tle fields to take their principal meal,
or else about sunset, or an hour or two nfter dark; sometimes ho
does not appear till near daybreak, but he almost invariably returns
some time within twelve hours. Should he arrive after dark (and
the time of his return may be guessed from that at which ho has
killed), then it is best to be near the gara, and the grass should bo care-
fully cut or thrust aside, so s not to interfere with the aim of the
sportsman, whose position should be carefully concealed by branches
or grass. A tiger usually revisits wkill when the night is dark, and
not while there is moonlight ; his advance may gonerally be marked
by the peoulinr long moan which he sends forth at intervals, and
which is quite different to the loud, short “how-how” he makes
in charging, or his thundering ronr when ded.  On o tiger's
coming close to the kill, the sportsman should sim slowly and
cautiously, as the slightest noise would excito suspicion; and if he

a_large o g , in-
habitants, and a fine hiouse, in the midst of what was once a howling
wilderness, but which is now a well-cultivated estate. What the
place once was may be inferred from the fuct that Mr H. Morell
informed the writer that he saw the tracks of a rhinoceros on the
very spot on which now stands his house.

A stranger wishing to obtain sport in these f{mrba shou'd put himself
under the protection of some person of influence who has a grant,
and whose tenantry would then afford him aid, or else obtam the
nssistanca of some of the woodeutters. The latter plan I have
never adopted, but think it wov'd succeed were sufficient in-
ducement offered to the guides. The plan might be tried of going
down to Mutlah, the new port of Caloutta, built on the banks
of the river of the same name, which has a deeper and safer
channel than the Hooghly. There is a railway to Mutlah, wiich can
be reashed, I believe, in about an hour. It 1s situated un vue edge
of the jungle, and the neizhbonrhood abounds in game. A few pigs
and leopards are to be found also ‘n the junglo ne.r the salt lakes at
Dumdum, and I am of opinion that there aro also a fow tigers,
The Caleutta people are, as o rule, muffs at sport, and though they
give their opinion on sporting subjects, moribus siis, dogmatically
enough, it is not worth a straw. There can be no doubt that there
is plenty of large game near Calcutta (a rhinoceros was once seen
within a few miles of it), but the thing is to gebatit. The best
time for a trip to the Soonderbuns isabout January, when the jungle
is comparatively dry, and walking on shore not very diffioult. There
is also little danger of fever at that time, but it is always right
to anchor in one of the wide rivers, with a sea breeze blowing
up it, in preference to the narrow creeks ; and the traveller should
be provided with plenty of such medicines as chlorodyne, quinine,
n.mP that valnable Indian febrifuge and tonic, the chirctta root
(Agathoytes chyrayta), which should be taken every morning and

whie! can give him the faintest idea. A
thick helmet of sofal, o kind of pith, is indispensable, and it i3 wol
to provide a largo white umbrella to be hold over him by n sorvagt
while ho is seated in his canoe, for the glare and heat on the watr
are often terrible.

Tale seendeva l'eternale ardore ;

Onde la rena s'accenden com’ esca

Sotto focile, a. doppiir lo dolore,
Bat such trifles nover discourage the true naturalist or sportsmay Y

R. H. D,, Lieut. Ban[,?al Arm;

A WINTER'S RUN IN TEXAS.
BY “THE RANGER.”

IT IS VERY DIFFICULT for a man who has led a wild, frea

lifain o foraign wilderness to suddenly sottle down and db thy
respectable in the artificial conventionalities of London existence,
There may be a thousand and one comforts, which have heegmg
necessaries at home, that he will sorely miss in the woods and
praivies ; but the gipsy’s love of freedom and the hunter's thirst of
sport outweigh the civilised attractions; and they are again relin.
quished, s of no worth, for the camp-firo, the mustang, and therifl
Cold “northers” may give him some trouble to pile on the wood
and keep the fires roaring, but the necessary exertions keep him
warm, and he lights his pipe, rolls himself up ‘snugly in the blankets
before the blaze, and blows the smoke clouds from his lips patiently,
till the * frosh hand at the bellows " has exhausted his powers, and
soon the red-birds and wrens twittering in the bushes annonnce that
the hitherto invisible sun is about to shine out warmly, and that it
will shortly be warm enough to hunt. It may be that, instead of
the weather being too cold, it is too hot to hunt in comfort,
for even in winter the southern sun has a great deal of power ; but
what of that? Thereis still, even in the most broiling weather, the
cool morning and the cool evening, when the larder, which never
ought to be empty, can be replenished ; whilst during the hot honrs,
and under the shade of some great live-oak, plenty of fish are to bs
caught in the stream which supplies the camp with water. As the
sultry day closes, the mosquitoes may sound their bloodthirsty war-
whoops in the hunter's ears; but their wicked intents nre mﬂy
balked, for ejther the woodman is provided with ‘“mosquito bar,"
or else he builds a “smudge.” Ina fow seconds the smoke of this
soon suffocates them, or drives them off mueh discomfit-d.

I had lived in Uoxas a greab many years, and knew quita well all
the little annoyances I might expeot to meet with ; but [ also knew
that, at least in the old time, there was any quantity of game, which
would well repay me for my time, and that was better wortl shooting
at than English partridges, whilst many animals ranged the forests
that were rather more formidable when brought to bay than aun
Iinglish hare. I wanted to have once moro a free range—to go whera
1 liked, kill whatever I fancied, and do just as I pleased, as I had so
Jong been accustomed to do. That wish has been gratified, and, for
the benofit of those who may desire to go and dolikewisa, I will try
2; show them how to get to Texas, and whero to go when tl:ey arrive

ero.

The shortest possible route by which to reach Texas is by a
steamer from Liverpool to New York, which will occupy abont
twelve days, and then by steamer from New York to Galveston,
Texas, whieh is made i nine or ten days more. I went by way of
Quebec, Montreal, and St. Touis, and from the Iatter by steamboat
down the Mississippi ; but that proved to be much longer and mors

evening. The pleasantest plan is to mix a of Lazarus’s
essence of chiretta with a little gin or other spirit and sugar, or,
what is better, honey, of which there is abundance in the jungle.
‘Water should then be added, about a pint, and if effervescence is
desired soda water is best, though the same result can be obtained
by stirring. This is sn admirablo tonie, and has long been estoemed
as such by the natives. The jungles are also considered safe in the
end of the rains, which wash away the malarious debris encum-
bering the banks; but then shooting is at that season almest im-
possible, and the estuaries of the rivers are so stormy as to be
unsafe for native eraft.

. The best sport is to be had at the mouths of the rivers of

a

eannot (a8 will probably be the ease) sco the brute otly, he

should Fivu a low whistle, or malke with his lips a sort of click.

This will canse the tiger to look up, when his eyes will present the

appearance of two spots of green fire ; the sights of the rifle or gun,

whicl should be covored with white cotton or lime, can then be easily

Ehwngh{. to bear upon them, and ““pluck” and a steady hand will do
i@ res

The tigers of the Soonderbuns are heavy, powerful animals, but
shorter both in the body and limbs than those found in other parts
of Indin. A large number of thom are, owing to their being fre-
quently brought in contact with the wuudcutnern. who traverse these
islands in gangs, “‘man-eaters,” and, like all man-eating tigers, very
cunning, 1t is, thorefore, nexb to impossible to get at them by what
is called “ walking up ;' and, should night set in while the hunter
is still engaged in the case, he may find to his chagrin that it is the

igor whois * walking " him up.

'he woodentters who earn on these desolate shores a precsrious
livelihood are a singular race, quito different from the ordinary
Bengalese, whom, apparently, they rosemble in being, like all na-
tives, extremoly superstitions. They are bold, hardy fellows, and
make il‘wulnhglh, and indeed almost indispensable, guides to the
fow Baropean sportsmen who in that wretched place, Caloubta, can
be found bold enough to quit for o timo the delights of the
“‘course” and the nursery, and venture their precious persons
ithin these “happy hunting grounds.”” When the writer of these
lines first proposed a trip to the jungle, he was looked apon by his
Culentta frionds as a lunatic, and gravely warned that he would
either be eaten up by a tiger or alligator, or come back with a violent
attack of junglo fever as his only trophy ; and when, instend, ho re-
turned with health and epirits (which had been sadly shaken by
a too long resid in the foul ilentinl swamp nick: d the
““City of Paluces”) completely restored, and witha “manly brown” on
his cheeks, the Calenbta prophets seemed quite disappointed. But
sevenons o nos moutons, the woodentters. These singular beings
seem to regard tho being killed by a wild boast as their natural
destiny, and look upon it as just s much o mutter of courso ns &
soldier doos being shot, or a sailor being drowned. A faqueer, who
lives in o lonely hut on one of the most desolate islands, and who
himself seems to bear a charmed life, is a sort of high priest to the
woodoutters, who never venture upon an island without receiving
the benediotion of this singular ascetic, when they appear to con-
sidor themselves safe from the attack of n tiger or rhinoveros. The
gang lands upon an island, and the men composing it disperse them-
selves among tho troes, when one of them not unfrequently falls o
victim to the attack of the prowling tiger, which is said to waib till
the party is dispersed muF engaged at work, when he selects a
yiotim ; o roar, a bound, and allis over, and the monster has borne
his helploss prey into the depths of the forest, far beyond all hope
of aid from his horror-stricken companions.

'he rhinoceros of the Soonderbuns is the samo which is

gunge (no place bebter than Tiger Point), where fthe
forest 1s open unt{)purkliku, instead of dense and swampy, and
the large game may be tracked on the sand of the sea shore. 'There
are plenty of fine fish in these rivers; one, the bekhtee, is most
delicious. There are also plenty of fine prawns and crabs, and in
some places oysters of no greab valuo; the materials for fishing
should therefore be provided, the opinion of the native boatmen
being the bost guide as to the nature of the tackle and bait to be
employed. A large baulesal or pinnace should be hired at
Calentts, where thore are always plenty to be seen anchored
along the quays, and the boatmen should be questioned as
to their knowledge of the eastern Bengal rivers before any
engngomenb i3 entered into with them. good bauleeah is
provided with a_ nice little cabin, closet, &c., and a stout
canyas cover to be spread across the deck, for the purpose of
protecting the servants from the sun. Of these last at least two are
necessary, but three are better. One man would be wanted to
“ingite Lol generally useful,” and earry a spare gun on an
emergency ; another is wanted to cook while the bearer or valet has
charge of the ¢zbin, &, Money shonld of course be provided, to
pey guides or beaters, and a plentiful supply of preserved meat,
potators, rice, and a fowl or so, laid in. Ammunition in
sufficient quantity, and at loast two gans of large calibre, ono
smooth, the other rifled. To make a really snecesstul trip, at least
a month would be necessary ; but the life is delightful, and during
the intervals of sport, when tho boat (which is propelled both by
sails and oars) is moving from one place to another, the traveller,
if tired of watching the picturesque scenery on the banuks, can wile
away the time by reading or writing in his cabin—which, it must be
remembored in passing, he will have to furnish himself. A cheap table,
chair or two, and a charpoy, or native bedstead, is all that is re-
quired. The bed should be provided with musquito curtains, for
the musquitoes of the Soonderbuns are the fiercest the writer has
ovar encountered, and he will ever remember how he was once,
when watching by night for a tiger, nearly bitten blind by these
bloodthirsty little brutes. There are numerous herds of the bunder,
or brown monkey, here, and their quaint, eccentric gambols among
the trees are very diverting.

It is very ]z{nn.snnt to paddle in the cool of the evering
up a narrow khal, where the dense foliage forms an arcade
ovorhend, and the only sound is tho ripple of tho light **dug-
out,’” s it cloaves 1its almost noiseless tiack through the
placid water, The sportsman’s eyes and ears both open to everyob-
Jeck or sound on the bank, when every turn in tho winding of the
abream may revea! the graceful forms of a herd of spotted deer, or
perchance the huge h\lﬁt of a rhinoceros, or the gﬁ)rinus striped
form of the tyrant of the jungle. It is at such moments as these
that the heart beats thick and fast, with a delicious fesling of
mixed fear and eagernoss, and the hand grasps tighter the trasty
rifle, It is of these moments, and not of his disaj ppointments, that

seen in the Rajahmahal hills, and is said, I know not on what
authority, to be of a different and smaller species to that which is
found in the Terai and in Assam. It is a solitary, stupid, and (in its
y te) ferocious animal, and can only be approached by stali-
ing. This must be done with the utmost eaution, as, when
once wounded or even disturbed, this animal is a most formid-
able enemy, as the writer was once near finding to his cost,

the veteran muses 08 he sits in after life by his fireside
in dear old England. The writer has passed, in later times, through
much sorrow, disappointment, and sickness; but, if we only see it
aright, wo all have moroies to be thankful for, and ho looks buok
through the interveniug space of trouble with a retrospective
pleasure to the ht\p{’ days when, light-hearted and free, he
threaded—iwith an elastio step he, alas! no longer possesses, though
albeit with o pleasant kind of awe—the inmost recesses of

than the other.

By the Canadian route you do well enough so long as you are in
Canada. Mr Russel, at the St. Lounis Hotel, Quebec, and Mr Hogan,ab
the St. Lawrence Hotel, Montreal, spare no puins or trouble to assist
in any possible way the English sportsman; and there are no better
places to go fo for the British anglor who wishes to prove the prowess
of Canadian salmon and trout. But when once out of Canada thie
Bnglishman’s troubles and annoyances begin, for the railway
officials, every one of them, do their best to break and injure your
luggage, pitehing trunks and gun-cases on to the platform with all
the violence in their power, and’ the keepers of the American hotels
try to give you as little as possible for your money, though they
exact from you as much of that article as they can. Notable
examples of this little amiable playfulness are the proprietors of
the Michigan Exchange at Detroit, and of the Sherman House
at Chicago; aud Iwould advise all travelling in that region to
give their hostelries as wide a berth as possible, The proprietor,
too, of tho St. Louis Hotel, at New Orleans, was kind enough, when
I paid him my bill, to ** hope that, when I visited New Orleans again,
I would remember him.” shall always have a lively recollection
of him and his charges, and shall take care that he, at all events,
shall never **re-collect ” from me again.

T hold it to be a traveller's duby to his fellow voyagewrs to mention
those houses where civility and attention are given and moderate
charges made, as well as to warn them against those which are kept
by ants of the horse-leech, who, whilst cl Iy squalling
to yoa bg give, give nothing in return. b

By gomifmm New York direct by sea to Galveston, yon avoid the
* Morgan Line™ of steamers from New Orleans to Galveston. Upon
these, which are filthily dirby to begin with, the passenger is subjected
to as much abuse and annoyance as the captain, officers, stewards,
ﬁ:c., can comfortably erowd in upon him in the space of about fifty

ours,

1 reached Galveston Tsland on the 4th of Decomber, and found it &
strong confrast to the cold northern country I had left a fortnight
before; for when I left Quebe the snow was on the ground, and here
everything was bathed in sunshine; in the gardens the orange trees
were loaded with golden fruit, and here and theren fow bananas with
heavy bunches of fruit upon them.

The city of Galveston was far larger than when Ileft it soven
years ago, and showed few traces that it had once been captared by
the Federals, who, however, only held it for a very short time, when ib
was retaken by a handful of Toxans, and kept by them till the end of
the war. Could Lafitte, the pirate, roturn from his grave in France
and look at his old s hold, he would neyer ise this to be
the barren sandbank he left for ever in 1815,

On the island there is little to shoot besides snipe, rails, ducks,
teal, a few quail, and some rabbits; so I did not stay more than threa
or four days on if, leay Inﬁ it for the town of Honston, about ninety
miles distant, and which can be reached either by steamboat
up the bay or by railrond. I preferred the boab, which, leaving at
night, reaches Houstonat daylight the next morning ; and,as they
givo you a gaod bed on board, you seem to get: over the ground withe
out knowing it, and awalke fresh and well with the whole day before
you.

Houston, on a very small scale, is a sort of Clapham Junction
as four or five railroads leave it in different directions, and I am d
that in o short time another ling or tivo will bo finished ; one of them
—a very dosirable one in my opinion, as it will knock the monopoly of
the detestable “ Morgan Line” on the head—will connact it with
New Orleans. .

I took the rail to Colambia on the Brazos river, which is about
fifty miles from Honston, but cannot say much in its favour. A
the American roads, at least such as I travelled, are awful compared
Wwith ours, and the pace npon them is nothing to brag about ; but the
Houston and Columbia was the very slowest of all I ever saw, and
it took us tou hours to do the fifty miles. If n man’s hat blows off,
he can easily recover it and catch np with the train. In the old
times no one was eve:;'n a hurry, unless n.deer was crippled, and the
Texans usod to believe with the Arabs, Agitel lil Shaitan, ¢ hurry i8




