uality, The mature yellow breeds sell for Gif. to
Japanese fetch from 3f. to 4f. the kilogramme.

SPORT IN NATAL.

Sir,—I have just returned with a brother officer from snipe-shooting
in the little marshes close to Pietermaritzburg, where we had what I
considered some rather curions sport. As I was going along I nearly
trod on a black mass rather more that a foot square, which I took to be
a water snake. I jumped to one side and put a charge of shot into the
middle of it, when to my i t two thin, like two
halves of a fish were blown into the air, while the rest of the imaginary
water snake suddenly became a lot of fish trying to wriggle away and
swim in about two inches depth of water, which they were scarcely able
to do. I shouted out, “ Come on M., the whole place is alive with fish,”
and with the help of our ramrods we soon succeeded in capturing six
young barbel, besides the one which was shot into two pieces, They
Were very small, the six weighing just under 4lb. 1Is it not rather an
unusual oecurrence to find barbel quietly grazing about a marshy
meedow ? About twenty yards from where we caught the barbel is &
small drain, which runs into a little stream some three or four hundred
ﬁnrds lower down. I presume that the heavy rain of last night must

ave flooded the drain over its banks, and that the barbel worked their

nd
1k
he
ps
re
he.
io
r-
of | way from the stream up the drain, and so on over the land to where we
nt | found them.
he | T see that several of your correspondents have lately been inquiring
ry | about the shooting in Natal. Sowe ten or fifteen years ago Natal was
@ | undoubtedly abundantly stocked with vast quantities of game of all
on | kinds. Such is not the case now, althongh there is still very fair buck
r, | and partridge shooting to be had in most parts of the colony. Of conrse
al | in a country of this sort the game decreases as fast as the human popula-
a | tion increases, and herds of cattle and flocks of sheep have taken the
v, | place of buffaloes and elands, &e. A few years ago one could leave
to | Maritzburg in the morning and return in the evening of the same day,
;. | having bagged six or eight bucks of different sorts, but 1 should say that
7g | two or three years hence all the varions kinds of antelopes will be nea.rl{
of | extinct in Natal, at any rate in the neighbonrhood of the towns, Still
at there is even yet a fair sprinkling of reithok, ourebi, duiker, steinbok, and
other small antelopes in the more unpopulated districts, while in the
al Newcastle district, north of the Biggarsberg, are large herds of black
wildebeost, blesbok, quaggs, &o., and a few lions. (N.B. Wherever
quaggas abound you may be sure lions are not far off.) On the slopes of
VO | the Drakensberg are a few elands, the remnants of herds of those
magnificent antelopes which were formerly plentiful enough in Natal,
al | but which have been and_ indisorimi For
18 | instance, in November, 1865, a Kafic chief, named Langabaleli, turned out
¢, | alot of his men, and in one day they killed eleven elands. No wonder
1 | that with such slaughter their numbers are rapidly diminishing. Duving
ut | the last session the Colonial Government )m.saed a law to prevent the
11l | wanton destruction of animals and birds of game out of season, but at
se | present T believe he law is held in abeyance by the home authorities,
1s, | for what reason I cannot tell. Some say it is for fear of oppressing the
e, | poor Kaffirs, who, if they were not allowed to kill the game, would
1y | Starve, One thing is certain, that if the Kaffirs are allowed to go on
Iy | slaughtering the young and old of almost everything that has life ab all
by | seasons of the year, there will very shortly not be a head of game left i
the country.
1 The nearest big game shooting to be got from Natal is in the Zulu
Y | country, or, better still, in the Amatonga country, between St. Lucia Bay
5% | and Delagon Bay. Really good sport is to be got there. The game
of | inoludes lions, panthers, 1.10{;’.“.1;, buffaloes, rhinoceros, sea-cows. eland,
koodo, raterik i luseilo sesb gt bidled gnoo, imyala, impalla, and
€= | many other kinds of lmtelogas, while there are plnntiv of partridges,
ng | ducks, geese, pouws, korans, &e, The two latter are, I believe, species
ng | of bustard. I formed one of a shooting party in that conntry last July
at [ and Augnst. We went to the neighbourhood of 8t. Lucia Bay and had
nd | first-rate sport. The great drawback in that country is that gll the
ns | shooting has to be done on foot, for the tsetse fly kills off all cattle and
ag | horses, and shooting on foot in so relaxing a climate is uncommonly
g, | fagging work. I fear that I have already taken nil too much of your
k- | valuable space, if indeed you should deem my sribbling at all worthy of
to | an obscure corner in the columns of your interesting journal.
ne Fort Napier, Natal, Dec, 20, 1800, JUxo.

14
in AN ADVENTURE WITH A SLOTH BEAR.—Reading about bears
ty) in a late number of Tiw Fierp, T determined for the

first time in myv lllye torush into print and send vou a few hunting incidents.
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Latest DERBY BETTING.
63 to 40 ngst Vauban (£7 t0 4)

4 to 1 — Dragon (off)
5t0 Van Amburgh (t to 500) 30to 1 — Fitz Ivan (tand
00 to Marksman () 1000to 15 — Ben Nevis (t
J00to 7 — Julius(t) t015 — Gipsy King (t)
20t0 — The Rake (off) 1000 to 15 — Roquefort (t)
to 1 — GrandCross (vandoff) | 1000to 10 — The Rescue (tand off)
5to 1 — Palmer (off) 10 t0 10 — D’Estournel (off)

NEWMARKET HOUGHTON MEETING.

A Fror HAXDICAP SWEEPSTAKES Of 100 £0vs each, h-ft, for three-year-olds: the
& iamor of the Derby or Doneaster St. Leger to carry 9at, the second for the Derby
8 Tlager, or the winner of the Oaks, of the Grand Prix de Paris, or Prince of
{Waloc's Stakes, Ascot, if handicapped below 8st 71b to be raised to that weight,
tho pecond for'the Oiks it handicapped below that weight to earry Sat; AF.
Yecaptances to be made to Messrs Weatherby on or before Tussday next. - Thes
Thay be sealed up it. preferred, and the sealed acceptancas not to bé opened until
ftér the race for the Ouks.

v 1 m ¢
Vauban '8 12 | Seeur de Charité 7 10| Uncas .. ]
The ta 812 | Roquofort ...... 7 10 | Bouncess 5| H
e T ont - 8 12 | Land Tax ... 7 10| Mandrake .- 7 4
3 et es i A S A
Yin AbOER.. &' 8| Periolos ... 710 |~ (French) o7 4 H
er e Gilitor 8 6 | The PAlmer .. 7 | Owain Glyndwr T & o
85 7 9| Néméa (French) 7 & o
8 5(0 1 T4 o
53 7 4|3 o
83 T8 74 o
83 7 8 74 o
82 7 7 4| Hunt o
81 77| 7 3 0
s 8 01" Potmitower. 7 6| Cby Younaoiel: | | Chisn H
Friponal 8 0l Sanflon el 0
o e 113 ovyFoxapiilis | Yousne, Fam 0
i1 2 Sar 3 Toddington 12
P 716 | any Hostor- 7 0| —Matd of B 12
Ky Plas(Frich) 710" All 7 8! 3 1

PROGRAMME OF EPSOM SUMMER MEETING.
TUESDAY, MAY 21.

% STAKES, Of 10 fovs each, with 50 added; throa-year-olds 7st 71b, f
afnv El‘h.sgve and upwards 98t 41b; mares allowed olb, nndyxaldlng- 3ib H 'ub mﬁ’.“.'.
To close and name by nine on Monday evening,

x Srakes, of b sovs each, with 100 added ; weight for age, with selli
u:l'\?)?r:nws; thras-quarters of a mile. To close and name by nina o'cloek.! ev.nll‘f

aicors PLATE, of 100 sovs; two-year-olds 6:t, three 7st 12lb, four Sst Sib, fi
T arts Ssc 121D; 1aare) and.eldings llowed 310 Winhers. exiras M

Ersox Two-YEAR-OLD PLATE, Of 200 80vs : colts 8st 10lb, fillies 8st 7Io; winners
tra; maiden allowances: three-quarters of a mi

exi e,

Cby Lordofthe | B ¢ by Prime | Bo by peculum 1 Ch £ by Leam.
Isles—Frailty | Minister-Bianca | —Brown Bess | Peince Regent. ingtoa — Imo-

Seapent | Beby Petruchls | Equersy of "Boot-| _gene

Brown Jug —Marqnise | Lady Barbara land. | Restitution
rion Savoir Vivre Cuckoo Cesil King Alfred

Yivier Bagpiy | The Piper p Sugar 'y renecs
umdram ax | Banditto Poter Gablon

Manton = Monkey Island | Wild Blood Vortigern th-b)

The Mariner | Bonflost The Faun Tom Cringle | Eim

Chantill; e} Mortemer d. of Burghley | Piquante

Purveyor Spruce | L Sapeus Boanerges Curfew Boll

Marlyon Agnes de Mans. Circe False Alarm | Herennianus

Moll feldt | Liquidator 1d. Chesterfleld | C by Lambtone—

Schieda; Di Yernon B cby Thorman. | Shamrocl

Adamant Rosede | “by=s: Paradise { Duter

Melbourne Timarn ‘N

Hzaoiey Sraxss of 50 sovs each, h ft, for two.year-olds; colts Sst 7ib, fillieS
t $lb : maiden allowances three-quarters of a milo.
Offering | Ninny | Charnw | Elmira

INDEX T0 THE CLOSING OF .STAKES.
Nottingham ... May 21 | West Drayton May 21 | Doncater......May 2 | Liverpool .
¥ castle e 31| ABGOE ¢ e 231 Goodw 211 Winchestor ..
1| Croydon ]| 3| Worceater ...

May

X
Newiarket.

Tre following additional mares have arrived at Mr Betagh's paddocks,
Thurlos, on & visit to Master Richard: Mr Smitls Swrab Eiiis (Rosn
Bonheur's dam), with a filly fonl by Vietor; Mr Lowe's mare by Lifeboat or

unboat, out: of Minerva's dam, foaled at the paddocke, a colt by Plum
Pudding; Mr Howley's mare by Artillery out_of Indiscretion, batren to
Rapid Rhone; Capt. M‘Craith’s Blush Rose, with a filly foal by Forager ;
Mr M‘Donough's Wild Deer, with  colt foul, named Knight of Kerry, b,
Knight of Kars.

At Richmond, Mr R. Wright's Prairie Bird, by Touchstone, a bay colt
foal by Arthur Wellesley, which is called The Dashing Rake; the yearling
‘colt, own brother to the above, The Royal Rake; the yearling filly by Ivan
out of Swestlips, by Swectmeat, is called Swect Maid.

n the 3rd inst., at West Auckland, Mr Taplin's Queen of England, by
Velox, a colt foal by Cramond.

FOREIGN PIBLD SPORTS.

Gl Gy

SPORTS AND PASTIMES IN FRANCE.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
Paris, May 16.
LL THE SPORTS AND PASTIMES of the season circle round
the Exposition Universelle ; and it is hardly possible to think
The International receptions sre going on in the
Parisian drawing-rooms. The féte of the President of the Corps
Législatif, on Thursday last, was very splendid ; the buffets were
overloaded with every luxury which one can imagine, and the
f"de"s around the palace were brilliantly lit up by the electric
ight, which, being veiled by a white porcelain lantern, most char-
m\n‘g‘[y illuminated the groves of this miniature park. The band of

ilo.
pdifant ayrs Scotchman's - Pride, | Aurifera, 2 yo ston, 2 s
Laudy Valentine,5yra | _2yrs Kt of tho Garter, 3ys | Pole-axe, 3 yra
Qn. of Trumps, nged | Timaru, 2 yrs Yeiln, 1y78 nbury, 6 yrs
Vard-aem, 2 fsmarck, 3 yra Sroes, Sy Thermormeter, 3 yra
ik y ks, {mner, 2 yra
Satye, 3 yra Ninny, 2 yra streger, & yrs
e Padl Jones, 2 yrs | Cooll. 2 yrs ronnianus, 3 yra
M Pitt, 4 yra Caster Robert, 8 yra  The Skipper, $ yrs | Ieicle, Syrs
Bultans, 2 yré SRS, SYEN of anything else.
arrersant, Staxss (Handicap), of 10 sovs each, 5 ft, with 100 added; three- i R
quarters of amile. ' |
3§ Age ur go st 1b A
5| Manuolla 77/ Tona . 578 11 | Viow Versa 25 % '3
ady Rosehl 7 %|Thermometer3 611 | Brn. Tommy.3 6 O
7 !‘ﬂ“d of the C by Vedette
7 5| Taiands 810( Vieen 50
hon .. 7 89 513
fitocs MAId. 3 7 5o 59
reach of Pro. 6o
ise, 37 68 5
o8 5
g 64

Chaps
‘0oDCoTE STAKES of 10 sova each, with 200 added, for two-year-olds ;
ek et 101, fllon 5 7ib three-qusrters of a mile. e olds sEbols
lope

Franchise Bigorrie | Perea Stster to
Aolus' Buttercup taln | The Porest King | _ Marian A,
Roll.call lan el Glorno | Post Hasto Patrician
Brown Jug Capsioum MichueldeBasco | Cork Jucket Antonina
WeatherBreakr. | Northern Star | Strike-n-Light. | Beatrice Grey | Helvellyn
Br o by Thor. | Di Vernon imborno. | Boaneraes
‘manby-Ameli | Red Comyn aniot Rawelie | Hatchment Choral
Marq Ca- | Clémence nctus rd Derby Lictor
rabas. A a Mouche roughton vivas
yusen of Ttaly | Innerdale o Sarrazin Falso Alarm by Magnum—
n. of Scouland | Belfast woet Waters | Ritualist Skycutter
Inspiration Equerry he Parson: CbyNewminster | Kingvland
Mident Vagary lack Dismond | —Entvemet | Curfew Bell
Easy B ¢ by Dundee | Cby Thorinanby | Restitution Madrid
Burlington —Cotytto —Sunbear | King Aifred Principio
Carlowris Carlos Lady Highthorn | Northerner Thorndyke
Palmerston | Balsamo L Speculum | Jim Crow Philosopher
re Virtue
‘Rovus STAkEs (Handicap), of 20 50va each, 10 £, with 200 added; 1 mile,
Ago st 1b Aze st1b Agestlb Age st 1b
Sultan 5 Alruna 362
Acchime 5 Seringapatam3 6 1
Christmun Lady Rosehill3 513
Carol ars 3 512

4| Burrington ...

al8iato Vedettos 512

WEDNESDAY.

Alaxor STakes, of 5 8ovs each, with 100 added, for two-year-olds : colts st 101b,
fillies st 71b; the winner to be sold for 100 s0vs; halfa mile. To close and name
Dy nine o'clock, p.., on Monday.

Bunan STAxes of 5 5ovs each. with 100 added; weight for age, with selling allow~

‘ances; halfamile. 'Io ciose and name by nine 0"clock, p.m., on Tues

Tyg DERDY STAKES Of 50 S0v% ench, h ft, for three-yoar-ol

s colts St 10Lb, filias

1 Guard of Paris, concealed under the folds of a tent
erocted for the purpose, poured forth its melodions strains in the
silence of the night. The augsct of the ball-roem, too, was very

gaining for him the cross of officer of the Legion of Honour. The
rural national guard or pompiers of the department came out in
force to honour his Majesty, and lined on each side the streets
throngh which the imperial cortige passed. One could mot help
remarking on the strange varicty of guns with which they were
armed, some having still the old flint instrument. Speaking last
year of tho tum out of rural pompiers at Chalons on the Empress
visiting the town, I had occasion to remark how strange it was to
see these antiquatecc arms in the hands of the inhabitants of the very
villages which, being close to the cump, echoed every day with the
reports of the needle-guns, Chassepot rifles, and other engines of
modern artillery ; but on Sunday last it seemed as if these old flint
guns had been specially put in requisition to honour the age of stone
of which the Palais of St. Germain will now be the temple.

The prospects of silk culture in France are this year very good, at
least, as far ns things go at present. This is owing to the great
number of silkworm eggs imported direet from Japan during the
lust two years, either by the Acclimatisation Society, or through its

1 The worms bred from these eggs in great qnan-

special patronage,
tities, particularly in the department of Drdme, are in excellent
health, while all the worms bred from eggs laid in the conntry, par-
ticalarly of the yellow cocoon breed, are subject to sickness, and
there is little hope of their recovery. Around Valemce the worms
are now coming into the third stage of their life, which is the most
difficult to go throngh, and the Japanese worms have not shown the
least signs of uneasiness. The mulberry leaves are of good quality
and numerous—so much so, that they cannot all be used in some
parts, and the possessors of the wormsregret they have not had more.
A few breedings are already ended, and the cocoons are of good
quality. The mature yellow breeds sell for G3f. to 7if., while the
Japanese fetch from 3f. to 4f. the kilogramme.

SPORT IN NATAL.

S1r,—I have just returned with n brother officer from snipe-shooting
in the little marshes close to Pietermaritzburg, where we had what I
considered some rather curions sport. As 1 was going along I nearly
trod on a black mass rather more thai a foot square, which I took to be
a water snake. I jumped to one side and put a charge of shot into the
middle of it, when to my astonish t two things like two
halves of a fish were blown into the air, while the rest of the imaginary
‘water snake snddenly became a lot of fish trying to wriggle away and
swim in about two inches depth of water, which they were scarcely able
to do. I shouted out, “ Come on M., the whole place is alive with fish,”
and with the help of our ramrods we soon succeeded in capturing six
young barbel, besides the one which was shot into two pieces. They
Were very small, the six weighing just under 4lb. Is it not rather an
unusual oecurrence to find barbel guietly grazing about a marshy
meedow ? About twenty yards from where we caught the barbel is &
small drain, which runs into a little stream some three or four hundred
ﬁnrds lower down. I presume that the heavy rain of last night must

ave flooded the drain over its banks, and that the barbel worked their
way from the stream up the drain, and so on over the land to where wo
found them.

I see that several of yonr correspondents have lately been inquiring
about the shooting in Natal, Some ten or fifteen years ago Natal was

beautiful, it being surronnded by two arched galleries, a
very fine set of oil paintings belonging both to the public collection
of the Presidency, and to Mr Schnieder’s private gallery. However,
these international fétes have not the entrain and charm of the usual
Parisian receptions, owing, probably, to the presence of so great a
number of strange and unknown faces. People retired rather early,
and, when the cotillon began, there were hardly enongh dancers to
fill up the ball-room, where Strauss’s famous orchestra did its best.

n the following the h d to Marshal Vaillant's
saloon, where the amusement was of a different kind, the artists of
the Théitre Frangais and of the Opéra Comique having been put
in request to entertain the vice-president’s guests.

Several important banquets have taken place in the beautiful
rooms of the International Club at the Champ de Mars, whieh
groves one of the hn?lpiesc contrivances of the kind that conld have

een instituted for the benefit of the habituds of the placs. The
lower hall of thisfine cercle has been lately opened to the gemeral
};u‘blio for breakfast and dinner, and one can get there the same
are as the members of the club, and at nearly the same price,
which is in all cases much cheaper than in any of the restaurants
and cafés that abonnd mear the Exposition Universelle. Bat
the Cercle International is well worth a special notice, and I shall call
ion to this fine establish in one of my next letters. The
statistics of the eating-rooms in the Champ de Mars will be curious,
as the quantities of viands absorbed each day by that great ogre,
the public, are qnite extraordinary. Thus it is said that on Sunday
last, in one of therestaurants of the Exhibition, which is certainly
zotamong tho most frequented, being rather out of the way in tho

gat 5lb; the second to Teceive 100 sova; 1 miles; 256 subs. (For Probable
Starters soe our first Tarf Article). i
‘Burinck Prats (Handicap) of 100 sovs; three.quarters of a mile.
Ago st Ago 5t b )
Outreger .5 10 5| Lody Rosehill Her Ladyship 4 013 9
i 410 o/ B nte . Sweet Anno...4 613 | Vi [
it 4 911 (Staghound ok o4 811 bt
Troublesome. thon 5
10| Harpende: H
Signet..... 2 7
12| Kaight of $E; 5 7
12| wlohael "4 7 0{Broby Long. 1dors 7
10| F by Lord of bow, dam by enutifulStars 5 7
8| tho Tdes DoublaCrous by Magnum
7 X 3 7 0| —Talisman.3 6 7| —Tu 57
Eesox Tows Prare (Handicap) of 100 £ovs ; half a mile,
1 Ago st 1 Ago'st1b Agosth
Ostreger ....51010 | Gipsy Queeri=3 7 6 Tina R T
Quof Tramps a 9 12 umbine .3 76 Bay Tent . ‘
Sallet 13 7 4| Pearl Mosguo? 6 4
'3 7 3| Ammunition.3 ¢ 3
| 3 7 8(Polo-axe ....2 6 0
| 7.0 0
1 613 12
1 ‘ 1 3 813 1l
| Tona. 612 9
13| Cnld” ot ths 3610
12| Tslands ...3 7 8 i —Valent
10| Parma . 78 Dyind 8 0
10| Delium 7 7| Catherine Pathd (L Grisén
tlegunce 10| Gretna 4 7 7| Haye 610| oftheWest)2 5 7
v Valentin | Professor AR Valerln 4 6 5| Kimmer... 2 § 7
‘umbler o4 T 7| EateKearnoy3 6 4|QueenofScolsd & 7
Cataloguo of Spadess 7 7
THURSDAY.

) raxs (Handioap) of 10 sova ench, 5 ft, with 100 added, for all ages  throes
G e e Fai s M lcar Seo{ tisiek
Hrer Masesty's PraTe of 105 sovs, for mares only; three-year-olds 7st 9lb, four
32t 71b tive 105t 11D, six and aged 'L0st alb; 2% miles, To close and name by nine
p.m. on Wednesday. ot 3
Srares of 5 8ovs ench, with 100 added; weight for age, with sellin
W e hait o nve: TH plbso sihd i ne by tliae o on Wednssday & -
Tapwonti_Srakes of 5 sova each, with 100 added; two-year-olds 7st, three st
A . soldings alowed b 4o whumr to bo sold or £ sova; Bial 8 mie.
To close and name by nine on Wednesday.
Ersox Foun-Yeans-OLp STAxEeof 50 sovs aach, h-ft ; colta &t 101b, ilies 8st alb
Now Derby Conr'e.

Magician | Pluto | Mon. of the Glen | Artesian | Revenge
Two-YEAR-OLDS STAKES of 10 sova each, with 100 added ; colts Sst 10lb, fillies
st 71b 3 winners 51b extra; half a mile.

Lord Abinger | Benfleet B by Orlando— | Nutriment Tdalia
Fugleman | Lady Elizabeth | Victrix Dulcet elvellyn
Licymnia | Traviata Liquidator Hatchment Prince George
Offering [ Yosury Cawdor Mars. Weathor Isle
Bossy Dixon | Blue Gow Oz by Thor| TheTravaller . | Eyrences
The Spendthrift | Wimborne ‘manby —Mor- | Bro. to Verulam | Eleonora
Hussar Bel Glorno gan Lo Faye | Rivnalist oral
Toarskin | Strike-n-light | Lady Highthorn | Ch fbyLeaming- | Brf by Lambton
et by Tom |Balsamo inny ton—Tmogeno | —Wings of &
Bowline—Miss | Mortemer Undar the Rose | King Alfred o
Whip Le Poter North Marsto

SumLey STAREs of 50 sovs each, h.ft, for thres-year-0lds: colts 8st 10lb, fillies
st flb: winners extra ; maiden allowancos : 13 miles.

Eglamour | Pedagogue | Bismarck | Brown Tommy | Bombastes
Epsox Graxp Sraxp Cue (Handjcap) of 800 sovs, added to a sweepstakes of
16 sovs each, 10 ft; Derby Course,

Age st 1b Age st 1 stib
1 slanes3 5 7
0| B ¢ by Toxo-
5| it e
9 357
s

—Attack 3’5

Chevalier d'Es.
prit ... 5

Bro by Loaming-

b Age
Ostrogo Boby Vedatto

st
5
5
5
H
5

s, h ft; Lord Westmorland's Ganymeds agst Mr J. B, Morris's

MatcH: 100 Sov:
Ailesbury, both three-year-olds, 8st 101b each; 1 mile.

FRIDAY.
DurpAxs Stakes of 5sovs each, with 100 added; weight for age. with selling
allowances; half a mile. To close and nams by nins, p.m., on Ehursday.

Pavpock Prare (Handicap!, of éfi!ylon: 1mils. To close and name on Wednes-

Grascow Prate (Handicap), of 100 sovs: haif a mile, To closs and name by
nine, pm., on Wednesday.
for three-yoar:otd fillies, Sst 10lb each: the

OAks STAKES Of 50 Sovs eacl
i (For Probable Startars see our

h, b
second to Teceive 100 s0vs; 13 miles; 206 sabs,
tirat Tef Article).
Grear SuRney Fol STAKES, ¢

10 sovs ench, h'(‘r three-year-olds; colts Sst 101b,

wland
T Skipper

Delium

st 71h ; Umile.
[ e R e SR [Amm
Biue Apron Achievement | Cannon Ball

the military school sta-
sant Omnib g ities of victuals were hardly
sufficient to meet the demands: beef, 1000 kilos; veal, 200 kilos ;
mutton, 380 kilos; 60 chickens, 19 hams, 48 sausages, 200 kilos of
sauerkraut, 1240 kilos of bread, and about 3900 bottles of wine !

The Viceroy of Egypt has sent to the Champ de Mars two drome-
daries, and the members of the jury of the 75th class (comprising
horses, donkeys#nules, &c.) were desirous of testing their running
qualities, so a little dromedary match was planned to take place at
the Bois de Boulogne on Sunday last, between the Algerine and
Egyptian meharis. As the thing had been kept secret few persons
could witness the start, which was picturesque, each animal being
mounted by its wild jockey in full dress and armour. But after a
few strides the Egyptian dromedaries had enough of it, and think-
ing it all fuss, most conceitedly lay down, and it was impossible to
make them rise before the end of the proceedings. The Algerine
meharis went on bravely at the rate of four French leagues per
hour, and accomplished the distance, four kilometres (2§ miles), in
fifteen minutes and nine seconds. I dare say we shall see a few
more strange races of the kind before the close of the Exposition
Universelle. On Monday the two victorions camels were paraded
before H.R.H. the Prince of Wales in the Champ de Mars, but most
ungallantly knocked down a young English damsel, who was more
taken up with the sight of her future Sovereign than with what
was taking place before him, Two little Tunisian donkeys
were at the same time galloped in the midst of the crowd, and were
very near doing mischief too, though the intention was good, as
they were driven before the camels to give notice to the crowd of
the approach of the Great Easterns of the desert.

One of the most i Jot of the ibiti of
which T will ake timely notice, is the pleasure boat class. In this
class are exhibited two of the little steam barges which are so
numerons on the Swedish lakes around Stockholm. They are about
thirteen yards long and three broad, and cost £600 to build. They
are easily managed, and carry about eighty passengers. H.R.H.
Prince Oscar of Sweden, President of the Commission of this country,
last week invited a few persons to test the merits of these two little
steamboats, named Sophin and Mathilda, and at one p.m. they both
started for St. Clound. After a stroll through the park, the invitds
were called back on deck, where a lunch had been prepared through
the care of their royal host, and the party was setashoreat four p.m,
on the Champ de Mars, after one of the most pleasant trips, and
one of the warmest receptions that can be imagined.

Speaking of aquatics, the International Regattas began on Sunday
Jast, but did not present any event of particular interest.

On Tuesday the Russian stallion trotter, Bedouin, was fo give
us an example of his running at the Bois de Boulogne; but, owing
to the pouring rain, the race was roseponed until farther notice.

The racing season at Chantilly began on Sunday last. The
Duchess de la Tremoille, daughter of Louis Philippe’s ancient
minister, Connt Duchatel, gave a breakfast to a few of the distin-
guished habituds of this elegant meeting in the Castle of Chantilly,
which she has taken for a few years. The particular feature of the
Chantilly races is the road from the railway station to the course,
which is not more than a guarter of a mile off, and is of easy
access through the fine woods and promenades. On the arrival
of the train, it is something surprising to sec the long files of
Parigian dandies and elegants fiocking to the course in costumes
anything but champétres, and which contrast strikingly with the
rags and dirty clothes of numerous beggars, who show ont on
these days to the best of their ability, and try to make the most of
the rich and.elegant crowd, which they besiege all along the road.

'he Emperor went down aint Germain on Sunday last to
inangurate the Munseum of Celtic, Gallic, and Roman remains which
hias been lately arranged there under his anspices, as illustrative of
the history of the first ages of the French uation. MM, Lartet and
Christy’s famous discoveries of the remuins of the stone ages have
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an important place in the collection, of which M. Lartet, the able

antiquarian, has been one of the most active promoters, his services

ly stocked with vast qnantities of e of all
kinds. Such is not the case now, althongh there is still very fair buck
and partridge shooting to be had in most parts of the colony. ~Of course
in a country of this sort the game decreases as fast as the human popula-
tion increases, and herds of cattle and flocks of sheep have taken the
lace of buffaloes and elands, &e. A few years ago one could leave
ritzburg in_ the morning and return in the evening of the same day,
having bagged six or eight bucks of different sorts, but I should say that
two or three years hence all the varions kinds of antelopes will be nenrlY
extinet in Natal, at any rate in the neighbourhood of the towns. Still
there is even yet a fair sprinkling of reithok, ourebi, duiker, steinbok, and
other small antelopes in the more unpopulated districts, while in the
Newcastle distriot, north of the Biggarsberg, are large herds of black
wildebeost, blesbok, quagga, &c., and a few lions. B. Wherever
quaggas abound yon may be sure lions are not far of.) On the slopes of
the Drakensberg are a few elands, the remnants of herds of those
magnificent antelopes which were formerly plentiful enongh in Natal,
bnt which have been and indiserimis d. For
instance, in November, 1865, a Rafie chief, named Langabaleli, turned ont
a lot of his men, and in one day they killed eleven elands. No wonder
that with such slaughter their numbers avo rapidly diminishing. During
the last session the Colonial Government passed a law to prevent the
wanton destruction of animals and birds nP game out of season, but at
present I believe {he law is held in abeyance by the home authorities,
for what reason I cannot tell. Some say it is for fear of oppressing the
poor Kafiirs, who, if they were not allowed to kill the game, would
starve. One thing is certain, that if the Kaffirs are allowed to go on
slaughtering the youny and old of almost everything that has life at all
seasons of the year, there will very shortly not be a head of game left in
the country.

The nearest big game shooting to be got from Natal is in the Zulu
conntry, or, better still, in the Amatonga country, between St. Lucia Bay
and Delagoa Bay, Really good sport is to be got there. The game
includes lions, panthers, leopards, buffaloes, rhinoceros, sea-cows, eland,
koodo, wnterhuclk. blue wildebeest or brindled gnoo, imyala, impalla, and
many other kinds ‘of antelopes, while there are plnntly of partridges,
ducks, geese, pouws, korans, &, The two latter are, I believe, species
et S e party in that country last July
and August. We went to the neighbourhood of S8t. Lucia Bay and had
first-rate sport. The great drawback in that country is that gll the
shooting has to be done on foot, for the tsetse fly kills off all cattle and
horses, and shooting on foot in so relaxing a climate is uncommonly
fagging work, I fear that I have already taken up too much of your
valuable space, if indeed you should deem my scribbling at all worthy of
an obscure corner in the columns of your interesting jonrnal.

Fort Napier, Natal, Dec. 29, 1866.

JUNO.

AN ADVENTURE WITH A SLOTH BEAR.—Reading abouf bears
(the Indian variety) in a late number of Tur Firin, I determined for the
first time in my life to rush into print and send youa few hunting incidents.
In the lntter part of the year 1857, I was on the march in Singbhoom with
n party of Elltr;iwnn sailors, and had halted at o Santhal village. After wo
had breakfasted, we were amusing ourselves by getting the villagers
shoot at n_mark with their bows and arrows. We had been at this work
for some tima when one of the Synthals, pointing to a hill elose by, told
us there was a family of bears resident there, the elder members of which
had made free with the ladies of several of her most gracious Majesty's
black lieges, We were not long in receipt of the intelligence when it was
resolved nem. con. to have a hunt, some three or four hundred villagers
volunteering to beat for us, We soon reached the hill, sent the beaters to
the opposite side, and placed ourselves at different distances in a valley
dividing the hill from another. On a given signal the row began, and no
one who hns never heard it can imagine what an infernal noise three Tundred
native beaters are capable of producing. They ha en long at it
when a shot to the right informed me that the game was afoot. After &
ghort time four bears, two old ones and two young, rushed out into an
open piece of gronnd immediately opposite where I was posted. A sailor
near mo fred, nd probably touched up the foremost bear slightly in tho
reur. He—thinking, Isuppose, a8 he did not sce the man, that it was to his
companion following him that he owed such o sudden and unpleasant
pang in o very tender part of his person—immediately turned round and
seized her by the back of the neck. e, resenting such ungentlemanly
treatment on the part of her husband, retalinted, and a flerce fight ensued;
such growling, seratching, and biting I have never been presentat. On
getting a chance, when they -iop;e:] for n bit—they were too angry with
each other to notice me, though I was within twenty yards of tbhem, and
only partly hidden by o large stone—I put n bullet 1ito the male, which
knocked him over, and the female, followed by her eubs, rushed towards
where n very powerful sailor, named Wilson, was lying perdu, On her way
« Santhal senc his urrow into her, which did not improve her temper; this,
combined with her fight with her husbond and her having cubs with her,

e her terribly furious. The man did ot see her till she made a rush at.
him, when, not baving time to raise his gun (ho wi 'med with an old
Brown Bess musket), he fired from the hip, and his ball passed through her
nose. Not stopping her charge for a moment, she ran up and tried to
grapple. The man was, as [ remarked, n very powerful person, or lie could
not have done it. He fortunately had his bayonet fixed : this he drove into
her chest, and, notwithstandine her desperate cfforts to get at him,
managel to keep it in her, and held her at arm's length till she dropped off

ead. The bayonet was twisted qnite ronnd at the socket, and the old bear
had left very visible signs of the strength of her juws in the muzzle of tha
musket. Great was the joy of the Santbals at the victory over an old and
well.known enemy, and unbounded the reverence they paid the plucky
slayer of tha bruta. Wa bronght her into camp, skinned her, and the Jacks
ate her, and swore she was far and a way better than junk. This, Mr Editor,
was my firat experience of the Indian bear, erroneously called by some
writers (who, perhaps, have never stood his charge) the sloth bear. ~ I have
#ince killed bears, tigers, buffalo, bison. rhinoceros, and other Indian
game, and at some other time may probably tell you some anecdotes abont.
them,—HUNTING KN1¥E (Assam)

| Advertisement],— Cunks oF Covens, Conps, AND AsTHMA,

fx' W J. Dale, chemist, 65,

3Y Dr
Locook’s Poraoxtc Warees,—From Mr Aneme

strost, Portsen. “I conider them invalnable for conghs, colds, axifimn,
&e.” ATl throat nffectirns are iwmedintely relicved by allowing one oceas
sionally to dissolve in the mouth. They have a pleasant taste, Price

18, 13d, and 2s, 9d. per box, * Sold by all druggists,



