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the canal in St James's Park, On April 2 (vesterday), I saw a male
:‘."A!:-n in the Serpentine. This, no doubt, is the same bird that fre I
uented the Serpentine all last winter, a3 well as a male teal, both birds
o perfectly tame. The teal T1ast gaiv on the Ist of May last. ' One of the
Yerpets in Kensinglon Gardens tells me that wigeon, pochards, and tufted
‘dueks breed in the ehrubberies on the Serpentine, “If this is the case the birds
reared must be few in number, or the great majority of them' must disappear
soon a8 they can fly:-otherwise they would appear in greater numbers on
the London waters. The birds I have seen always seemed to me to be adult
irds, the male wigeon especially belng in the plumage of the old bird.
G\ A, is mistaken in saying thatthe tame duck cannotfly. The ducl
frequenting the Serpentine and round pond I suppose he would call tame,
the birds of the wild breed being now in a decided minority; but whether
white, black, parti-coloured, grey, dun, or in perfect wild plumage, they allfly
equally well. Mr Waterton is quite right when he zays (“ Iissays," Kirst
Series, p. 197), “The domesticated duck only loses its inolination for fiying | Hams,
\when it is bred and reared far from any large eheet of Water; but where an | respact
eitent of water is at hand, this bird will be observed to assume more brisk | 69,758
and active hiabits ; it will indulgein long and lofty flights.” Judging from
my own repeated observations, I should say that the closed wings of the |

en'cf of the tail by more than an inch : those of the wigeon and gadwall are | 39,623,
longer. On the 1lth of April last, I saw a little grebe (dabehick) in the | potatoe
midale of the round pond. I watched it for eome time through a glass, and | heavy
satisied myself us to the species.  Where did this little short-wing bird come
rom, and where did it go to, for I havenever seen it since? On the 1lth
of February, 1863, I saw a dabchick in the upper part of the Serpentine, | -
but, it disappearsd before I could get an opera-glass to bear upon if, The | 15 8 Vel
firat hybrid wigeon (mallord and wigeon) I ever saw was in 1856 (January | month:
and February). A very handsome pair frequented the pond in the Botanic | off has
Gardens for'some months until driven away by the frost and the skaters in | diminu
the beginning of 1857, Since then I have often seen hybrid wigeon of both | Chann
eexe, but only in the lake in the Regent's-park. Last winter a coot fre- | o
quented the Serpentine, and I am told that he was seen there this winter, in | C28 S&
ouary.—H. 1. ewt. th
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SALE OF AFRICAN CurtosiTrES.—The sale of a good collection of African | Indian
skulls _#kins, and curiosities, llm‘rmperly of the celebrated Dr Baikie, will | gopa] iy
{ake place at Stevens’s, on Thursday next. The specimens were chiefly ob-
fained by him in his recent explorations up the Niger ; they include some | ¥t if
good elephant and rhinoceros crania, as well as many of those of smaller The
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