AEAME DIVE! DIVE! DIVE! TAKING THE
PLUNGE WITH 150,000 GANNETS!
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IN FOCUS

Assam in north-east India is renowned for its one-
horned rhinos and Asian elephants. Both species are being
ruthlessly poached, for horns and tusks respectively. Only
around 3,500 rhinos remain in the wild, with just two areas
containing more than 100 individuals: Kaziranga (with 90
per cent of the population) and Chitwan National Park in
veen 2001 and 2016 at least 239 rhinos were
m, thnugh@ﬂwan has lost only a single
1€ Iy ino to poachers in the past three years.
hind heapsof .~ Helping conserve the rhinos and forests while

%n Later, "Emplq&;ing and empowering the rural populace by
— working for an producing 100 per cent biodegradable, tree-free paper
aung. m nious company is the dream that drives Mahesh and Nisha. “We want

called Eirhino collect  to EW_ talk about rhinos and elephants and rai
it:@ othel st 5u§ﬁn for them,” Mahesh says. “The inclusion of

iith am sM*ﬁlrn poop into pa and grﬁs also gives a unique texture to our paper. Its ®
Elrhino is ﬁig@?ﬂinchim of Mahesh ChandraBora,a  intrinsic con ervation value is part of its appeal too.”
\ r%d n‘ﬁ;inggngi 1eer. After several experimentsin The n -- ny uses various complex procedures to turn
" blending rhino faeces with a kitchen blender. est wastes, jute, water hyacinth, rags and pieces
it was feasible to produce dung paper ¢ ional silks such as Muga and Eri into paper. It is
“and so he set up the company in 2014. ade into hand-crafted notebooks, lampshades,
Nisha Bora joined him in this offbeat venture. ng cards and bags. Given that rhinos can produce
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