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TRAVEL AND COLONISATION.

SHOOTING AND POLICE WORK ON THE SIAMESE
FRONTIER,

N SEPTEMBER, 1891, after repeated applications, it was m:
1f go0d fortune to be posted to the Tavoy Districh, a Gistrich
bordering on Siam, Tayoy and Mergui (the next district to Tavoy)
are the only districts in Burmah in which rhinoceros are fa'rly
plen‘iful, and it had long been my desire to shoot a rhinoceros. On
reaching Tavoy I found the usual difficulty one finds in Burmah,
namely, that no trackers or hunters were fortheoming. I therefore
deemed it best to send to Pegu for my tracker, Aung Kett, a tried
sportsman, who has been in with me at the death of over 100 head of
big game, including elephants, bison, and hsine (Gavwus sondaicus).
l’elulin%lus arrival, I sent out instructions to my police stations to
report the whereabouts of any rhinoceros in their vicinity,

About a week after dispatch of the letter Aung Kett, the tracker,
arrived. Having heard that there were rhinoceros some forty miles
due south, I sent Aung Kett down to make the necessary inquiries.
Two days afterwards he returned a:d said he had found marks,
and fresh ones, of a rhinoceros. I accordingly made up my mind for
a_speedy start; two days later I left for Yamusu, the close:t
village to where the rhinoceros was said to reside. My armament
consisted of a *577 Express {:}y Tolley and a Snider carbine
captured from the Dacoits in Upper Burmah. The ‘577 Express
by Tolley was a beautiful little wengan, weighing 111b., and shooting
very straight. Burmese shooting I have found to comsist for the
most part (owing to the density of the jungle) of smap shooting.
The bexst knows your whereabouts as soon as you know his, if not
sooner. On commencing shooting in Burmah I used first an S-bore
rifle carrying steel-tipped and steel-cored bullets and 12drs. of
powder. This weapon, when you could get a steady shot, was highly
snccessful, but for snap shooting was no gosd. The weight (141b.)
was too much for my wrists, aud, after some close shaves, I tried a
*577 Express. This I found as hnndly as a gun, and got excellent

I discarded the explosive bullets and used solid lead bul'ets
for tigar and deer, solid lead with steel tig and steel core for
elephants, bicon, hsine, &c. 1 have repeatedly stopped charging
beasts with_it, and on one occasion scored an elephant right and lef
—the one throngh the brain, the other through the heart; by this
means preventing a herd, returning cn its tracks, from running over

ue,

We left for Yanusu, arriving there the second day. Ifound the
village consisted of three houses, and no cattle were to be seen. This
state of affairs was owing to the prevalence in those parts of tigers.
1 made necessary inquiries from an aged Burman head of the vil e,
and heard the rliinoceros was suppoged to be in the neighbourhood,
but had not been seen lately; he, however, agreed to supply us with
a local man, who kmew his way about in the surrounding jungles.
1 sat down in the village t> breakfast, and asked the village elder if
there were any chance of getting a tiger. He told me that if I came
wken the moon was on, and fastened up a bufalo calf, I should be
certain to have a kill.

After breakfast we started, the local man leading the way. We
had marched about a mile when I came on fresh tracks; these I
took for those of a young rhinoceros, but Aung Kett told me they
were those of a tapir. As they were leading in the direction in
which the rhinoceros was lngponed to reside, and near which
Aung Kett had seen tha fresh marks of the rhino, I told the men
to follow on the tracks. We followed up for about a couple of
miles, when we came on th iy-0ld tracks of the rhi we
were after. We therefore gave up following the tapir, and held a
consultation with the local man as to the me’ghbourhcod of the
head waters of any spring. (The Asian rhinoceros, unlike the
African rhinoceros, is fond of wallowing in mud, and generally
lies up for the heat of the day in the vicinit{ of the head waters
of a spring, with plenty of mud for a wallow, wherein, in the
heat of the day, he reposes, and coats himeelf with mud
keep off the flies) The local man informed us that about & mile
on there was the head water of a stream. For this accordingly we
proceeded, crossing on the way comparatively fresh tracks of the
rhinoceros. On reaching the stream, we found the rhino had been
there the night before, and from there we took up the tracks,

he animal we were after we could see, from the enormous foot-
tracks, was the one-horned Burmess rhinoceros. Unlike the one-
Torned Indian rhino, the female of this species has no horn. Tracking
o, we came to whero the hinoceros had beea feeding in the morning.
The jungle was most unpleasant to follow dangerous game into—
dense canebrake and thorn jungle, the only way through which was
the path taken by the rhinoceros., The ground under foot was soft
mire, into which yoa frequently sank up to your knees. Followin,
on with difficalty, we at last came to where the rhinoceroshad crosses
» small stream. Here, from muddy indications on the opposite
Tank, Aung Kett informed me we wera clowe to the beast. I

have done all that is necessary, and can sit down, smoke their pipe,
and rake in the dollars without working for them. Such men tell
their friends the estate nt swindled them, and all because they
were too lazy to work, and sold out at a big loss.

I say distinctly that, much as we want men to go out and settle,
we recommend many to stop away rather than have drones, A
real estate agent has his living to get as others; but the majority of
them to-day are honest traders who have a reputation to kecp up,
especi:lly in a new country, where one has to look to the future more
than the past. Personally, we can give apslicauts references as
our position which are indisputable ; and I may add that, of the many
who are now fruit ranching under our gnidance, thera is not one but
what is {ully eatisfied with the treatment he has received from my

'm, Jos. W. MirLs.
21, Spon-street, Coventry, Feb. 8.

HOP GROWING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Sir,—I see that Mr St. Barbe, in what is to me a recent issue of
your paper, complains of inaccuracies in my figares on hop growing
in B.C., as set down in one of your September issues. Mr St. Barbe
ha3 compiled a valuable Government bulletin on hop growing here,
and has spent some t'me in studying the subject, and I am sure has
every desire to be accurate; but, in self-defence, I must point out
tkat I cavefully stated in my article that (like Mr St. Barbe) I was
not a practical grower, and that, therefore, I had to rely npon the
information of the best available authorities who were growers.
From the:e gen'lemen I obtained my facts, and to their statements
I appended their names. There is just this to add, which may
explain much—Saanich of which Mr £t. Barbe writes, is on Van-
couver Island; Agassiz, of which I wrote, is a district on the
mainland, some sixty miles from the coast by the C.P.Ry. I do not.
know the Saanich hopyards. Mr St. Barbe tells ma he has never
visited Agassiz, e who are really interested should take my
oft repeated advice, “ Do not buy a pig in a poke, come and see for
yourselves.” Crive Puirnipps-WOLLEY.

THREE WEEKS' HOLIDAY AT SEA,—Would any reader of
the Field inform m2 asto the best and cheapest way of spending three
weeks' holiday on the sea? I should not mind roughing it a bit.
‘Would a trip in a fishing smack do >—VAN DUNCKE.

[Advertisement.] — Burbe rys' Gabard'me is the one material for
colonists. It resists waita bit thorns, spear grass,and bush. Superior
to Karki, it stands rougher wear than any known material. Estimates
{sery moderate) given fox Sportig and othor Outiits,—T. Burberey and
ons, 30, Haymarket, London. 3

GARDEN AND WOODLAND.

THE EARLY-FLOWERING IRISES.

F THESE were not so expensive they would be grown far more in
gardens than is at present the case, but, except Iris reticulata—
the common netted Ir’s, the most beautiful of all for the rich violet
and gold flowers, as strongly scented as those of the violet—they are
little koown. At Gunton Park, Norfolk, it is thoroughly established
in the open, and is proof against rabbits, The great thing is to give
a sandy soil and a rather sheltered position, to prevent the flowers
getting damaged by wind and rain. Few bulbs are more charmix,
when grown in pots. Iris reticulata bas given rise to many forms.
noticed a break of that rather new kind named sophonensis in bloom
many days ago, the flowers braving the wintry weather. They
vary considerably in colour, but the finest is the relf purple,
relieved only by the central golden line on thelip, 5o to say, of the
fall. Some forms are very dull colonred, Krelagei for instance, but
I r. cyanea isa gem. Itis quite the smallest of this little gronp, but
very hardy, and bzautiful in colour, sky blue, with a bright orange
blotch from about the apsx to the base of the falls. A few days ago
I noticed, against a warm wall and in a sanny sheltered position,
several clumps of I. stylosa in full beauty. 'his is a teautiful
species, the flowers sky blue in colour and very fragrant, and there
are forms of it, bnt none more interesting than the type. It isa
great mistake to give a name to every flower that shows sorna depar-
ture from an accepted type. An iris which will, I think, be grown
as largely asany, is I. Bakeriana. It is a delighful bulb for a p-t, or
for the open, as it blooms early, aud the flowers are brigkt in colour,
differing from I. reticulata chiefly in the conspicuous fall, which
varies in colour, but is wusually deeply blotched or spo ted
with violet purple on a whita ground. = An interesting species
1. alata, when a sheltered cormer can be got for it, but
it is also worth wing in pots. The flowers vary freﬁtly, and
distinetive names hava been given, but the typs is blue blotehed with
yellow and spotted with purple. Plant the bulbs in a light eoil and.
a dry spot exposed to the sun. Tt is well if there iz somo such n
as

therefore took my *577 Expressin hand ; the Burms
us climbed up trees; Aung Kett took my Snider a reserve as
rifle, and we cautiously advanced. After about 100 yards of this
advance, creeping along on hands and knees, we could hear the
beast, close by us, rolling about in the mud, and sighing at the
same time with intense satisfaction. Aung Kelt, who was leading,
chortly after signalled to me that he could see the rhinoceros,
and T hustled up to where he was kneeling on the look out. I
found the beast was about five yards off ns. As ill.luck would have
it, it was lying with its head away from us; it was not more than five
or six yards from me. To crawl round without dmvﬁnf ite attention
to me was impossible, and I could neither get the head shot nor the
heart shot in the position it was thus occupyirg. Ihad to make up
my mind quickly, for fear that a sudden shift of the wind, which was
at present favourable, should let it know our Erssenc& I resolved
to take it as it lay, the bullet to enter the left flank, and to
work forward to the right shoulder-blade, I acted thus. At the
shot the rhinoceros jumped to its feet, careered around in a circle,
trying to get our wind, and pulled up close to where I was standin,
with its nose in the air —using, asI judge, extremely bad Jangnage. ﬁ
was not more than a couple of yards from me, standing broadside on,
ufling and roaring, and trying to find ont where its enemies were.
? was standing by a sagling, latting off the second barrel. 1 saw the
rhinoceros plunge madly forward and disappear from sight in the
deuge canebrake. Almost at the same time I heard a heavy fall
and the death rattle. Hurrying up to the spot, I foundthe rhinoceros
lying breathing its last ; it was unfortunately a female, and had no
1 However, I cut off the head and the feet, intending to have
the head mounted, and the feet, which make very handsome trophies
when cured, as lamp stands and cigar and tobacco boxes.

The Burmaus, on hearing the fall and the death rattle descended
from the trees, and proceeded to cut up the beast. Even the blood
of the rhinoceros is valuable in Burmah, the Chinaman_giving twice
its weight in silver for it. I mys:lf took all the shields of the
rhinoceros, as thece form, when tanned, beautiful tables, something
like { 1l and i 1 aving loaded up my
Burmans with the head, feet, and hide, and carrying my:elf the
tail in triumph, we left on our way back to Yamusu.  To a late hour
I was busy cleaning and removing the fat from the shields, feet, and
head of the rhino, the head and feet being the toughest job.

Early next morning I left for headquarters, met the police boat
about ten miles further on, and then rowed in triumph up to Tavoy.
Contrary to what Mason says about the fauna of Tavoy, I have
found the one-horned rhinoceros to be the rarer beast of the two;
indeed, it can almost be termed extinct, as, during nearly two years
wanderings in these parts, I have only on one occasion seen the {racks
of another. The two-horned and smaller beast is still comparatively
plentiful, and any sportsman, active, knowing the country, and
visiting the Tavoy District in the months of February and March,
would be pretty certain of his shot. Prcu Yoraus.

FRUIT FARMING IN CALIFORNIA.

Sir,—TIn your issue of the 3rd inst. you have a long letter on
“Fruit Farming in Californii,” and I camnot allow the sweeping
assertion of your dent to pass hall d am per-
feotly willing to admit that there are and have been real estate
agents who have deliberately swindled people into buying land at a
long price, and even have sold land which never existed, but it does
not thereby follow that all agents are like these rogues. There are
good and bad in every business and profession, but I am confident

or the mossy as this prevents the
s0il being splashed up agiinst the flowers and destroying their
beauty. The growth of this Iris is very distinct, being guite leak-like
and glaucous in colour. L. histrio is another beantiful early flower-
ing species, the flowers purple-blue, and enriched with gold and deey
purple markings on {the falls; they are sweetly scented. This bul
1s_quite hardy, and a native of Mount L-banon, Palestine. I, his-
trioides is also worth growing, also I. persica ; but avoid such a form
of the latter as purpurea, the flowers being of very dingy colour.
Any of the above winter and early spring flowering species are worth
a place in gardens; and a very good way of growing them is in a
window box, and mixed w'th snowdrops. ~ A delightful contrast is
gained that may be enjoyed without visiting the garden.

‘WILD GARDENING IN WOODS.

Srr HERBERT MAXWELT sends us_some photographs showing effects
of snowdrops and enowflakes on his estate in Wigtonshire. They
are very charming and effective, the foregrounds being full of
naturally grouped masses of these early flowers by streamlets throngh
woods. _ If so much can be dome with one simple flower, how
much might be done in many country seats by a good choice of all
the lovely bardy flowers of Kurope, Asia Minor, aud the northern
world generally. We have now got a whole set of new snowdrops in
addition to the oldkind. Sir Herbert writes, “ The spring snowflake
has great beauty now as the emowdrops are fading.” This is a
charming hardy early flower, and we should like well to see the
pictures that could be made by its nse.

TREE PRUNING.*

We regr t to see Professor Sargent’s name on this trifling and
misleading book. It reminds us of some lady contributor to one
of the illustrated papers, who wrote that the latest notion of pruning
fore:t trees was to pinch them at two leaves beyond the joint.
Tke advice of this book as to the elaborate praning of
forest trees is not only bad but impossible to apply. Take even a
small estate of 500 acres of woodland—a very common quantity in
the woodland districts of England—and imagine men going round on
ladders and pruning and tarring up old and sickly trees over such a
space, like a _surgeon among the wounded aftera battla! The vgly and

dlll:taxted oaks figured in this book wonld be swept out of the way b

any woodman or timber surveyor who understood his work, as 80 muc
rubbish scarcely worth tying into faggots. A foresf is not en asylum
for ecrippled, pruned, aud tarred trees. Absurd spoon-shapzd
d'agrams ate given in the book as the “‘correct” form for a tree
(p.21). From the artistic and true forestry J;omh of view, nothing
could beniore false. For proof of this we need only gointo the woods
of the home counties of England, where there is anything like a fair
growth of oak, or beech, or other native trees. The natural shape of
a tree is enormously better than this * coriect form ” given in the
book. In well managed woods, trees are *‘ praned "’ in much bolder
ways. This tinkering, villa garden idea of pruning trees may bo very
it wuch & plics 44 sl ¥ OVAY, Vot cuits tmaposiblo tan axiy
, and quite unnecessary. If we plant trees in ill-chosen
positions, or bg trees in narrow streets, wa have to torture and
rune, but to call this forest pruning is absurd. In our country

no means. A good timber surveyor or woodman ‘ prunes’’ his
woods by taking away distorted, worn-out {rees, and giving room to
young ones, of which, in a well-managed wood, there is always
&enty coming on. The wretched trees figured in this book would

swept out of the way by any good woodman in the Sussex woods
or in a Geerman forest,

There is proof of what we say in the best woods of England and
elsewhere. Some of the best, if not the best, 01k in England is
produced in a belt of country running from Kent into Sussex, abount
ten miles wide. The woods there are never pruced in the way
advised in this book, but are thinned at right times and dispo ed of,
the trees being allowed to assume their nataral forms ; the effect is

utiful, bacause perfectly free and natural, If we consider individual
trezs, for the finest trees, the largest growth of oak, we must go to

e Midland and Western counties, and to parks like Packington. In
many parts of Warwickshire there are beautiful oaks, whichare pruned
no more than the caks of the Sussex woods, and such proning could
only do them harm in point of beauty or use. Many of the most
stately and beautiful trees in the world grow in natural forests
never touched by man. When man works as a forester, he may do
much good by thinning, adapting plants to the soil, and timely
removing trees that have attained their full growth, but only waste
and evil can arise by adopting such plans and principles asare laid
down in this book.

GARDEN NOTES AND QUERIES

BERRY-BEARING PLANTS FOR COVERTS.—In reply to
“Denmark’s” query re above, we can strongly recommend
Cotonegster Symondsii.—Jonx WATERER. [Is there any evidence of
the food-value of this? We find it ve'y free and hardy, but the fruit
is not so good as that of bramb'es, we think.—EDn.]

PLANTING RHODODENDRONS AND AZALEAS.—Isit too late
to plant 1hododendrons or azaleas to bloom this year 7—S, M. L.
[Tt is not at all too late to plant either of these shrubs to flower this
year. With ordinary care it do2s not materially matter whether it
be antumn or spring. - The one essential pointis to look well to the
watering afterwards, both immediately on planting and later on as
well. A smface dressing of short manure would be an assistance
in the prevention of any injury by drought until the plants are
re-established.—Ep.|

REPLANTING LAND.—Can nndyonn tell me if it is advisable to
leave for a few years land unplanted where larch trees hive recently
been cut down, to recuperate the land ; and also, when raplanted, at
about what d'stance apart trees from 2ft. to 3ft. high should be
planted ?—@G. T\ K, [Little good will be gained by leaving the land
unplanted ; but change the crop if you can. Lzok around your own
district and s2e what does bast. If any of our native hard woods
will not suit, plantan evergreen conifer like the Riga Pinus sylvestris,
the Colotado Douglas fir, the silver fir, or the Scotoh or the sprace
if in moist land.—Xp. ]

SULPHATE OF IRON AS A M0SS KILLER.— (1) Will the sulphate
of iron recommended by you for getting rid of moss on a lawn
damage the grass? My lawn is very much covered with moss, tut it
is 80 intermixed with the grass that I could not apply it without
watering the grass as we'l. (2) Ong\lt the dead moss to be pulled

rass seed sown ? (3) Will the sulphate of iron kill plantaing
well P—A. M. [(1) It will not injure the graes, (2) There is no
necessity to pull up the m~ss. As moss generally indicates poorness
of soil, it will be neoeim.?, after it is destroyed, to apply & top
gsing of soil with which have been incorporal some rotten
manure and wood ashes, and to sow some fresh lawn seed. (3) The
best plan will ba to dig up the plantains before applying the top
dressing, which will fill up any holes that may be made.—En. |
BROOM AS A COVERT.—Can anyone give me information on the
following points: (1) Is broom a good thing to plant as covert for
pheacants, rabbits, &e., on a light, sandy soil? (2) What time of
the year ought it to be sown ? (3) Would it require to be netted for
the first year or so? (4) How long would it take to grow into
covert? 1 may mention that I have got about 40 acres of light,
sandy soil which rans parallel to a covert, where I thought of ylant-
ing it.—Broox. [(1) We should not place bzoom very high as a
covert, plant, owing to its open habit and the fact that hares and
rabbits so often inﬁru it, though we like it her and there. (2) Wo
should eow it in March or April. (3) It suffers very much if ot
netted, but sometimes ?n'lln through. (4) We should expact a good
growth in two_years from seed. Small plants ars very cheap per
thousand, and it might be planted in that way as well as raised from
seed.—ED. |

THE MEZEREON.—We la‘ely saw a group of the Daphn®
Mezereum bursting into bloom, and although as well kaown by nam®
as any hardy shrab of the garden, it is seldom planted in a bold way
in gardens.  This group consisted of about thirty plants, neat little
bushes, which, if mild weather continues, will be a mass of purple,
giving out a rich fragrance. It remains in beanty for several weeks,
and gives a welcome glimmer of cclourin the garden thus earlyin the
yeir. It likes an open spot, away from shade, and grows in o dinary
soil. Some of the varieties are worth growing, espasially the white,
which is quite a1 free as the type, and blooms a little later, In every
large garden a group of the mezereon should be plan‘ed on the out-
skirts of the lasn, and lilies may be planted between the compact
‘bushes  One usual'y finds the mezereon in cottage gardens, but it is
worth introducing more freely than has hitherto been the case into
large places, where one can get bold groups.

DOUGLAS FIR.—I should not advise * East Kent'’ to plaut ths
Douglas fir extensively on a chalky soil, for my experience tends to
prove that it would not do so well aslarch. The Douglas fir flonrishes
in sheltered positions, on sandy loam with a porous sub-soil. The
timber is excellent in quality, and the tree of very rapid growth.
‘When ‘;ln.ntml amongst other conifers, the quickness of its growth is
especially noticeable. If the soil is suitable; I sec no reason why the
Douglas fir ehould not thrive when planted on land from which a
twelve years’ growth of larch hop-poles has lately been removed.
‘Whenever ** East Kent '’ has a doubt about larch, he would do well to
mix it with some of the other conifers, so that if one crop fails he can
fall back upon the other.—F. F. R. (Wrentham, Suffolk). {H. isn
tree that gives very differant resul cording to soil and climaste,
Where possible, wo should plant the Colorado variety, whish is
hardier. Results in_pleasure-grounds are not a safe test of whata
tree will doin the ordinary soil of a district. Can some of our readers
tell us how the Douglas grows as a forest tree in various parts of
Britain P—Ep. ]

BRAMBLE FOR COVERT.—I see that in a recent Field you
recommend the common bramble as a food-produciog covert fo
gome, My experience is that, although there is no better cover
than the bramble, yet under trees it is almost totally unproductive of
froit. What is etill more remarkable, where fruit is produced, no
bird nor beast seems to eat it, save under strong hunger pressure.
On an open piece of ground, lying between two woods of mine, are
half a dozen clumps of very luxuriant brambles, every season covered
with most abundant bunches of fruit. The woods contain a very fair
stock of wild pheasants; rooks, blackbirds, and magpies a%ouad, yet
not one of. these most tempting looking clusters is ever touched by
any one of them, though the pheasauts, at any rate, constantly take
advantage of the covert. Another berry-bearing plant, the berberis,
which was thoroughly recommended fo me as a pheasant-feeding
plant, has also every year lots of berries, but nothing seems to eat
them.—AqQuaARivs, | Wedid not advise its use under trees. We had
always thought blickberries were good food for birds;_our own soon
dienpp-ar. ‘Ihere i3 much varief 7 among blackberries, and many
of ovr readers huve opportunities o observing what becomes of the
quantitios of thes> fruits borne in may districts.—ED. |

EARLY LILACS.—We were pleased to see, at the R H.S.
Show this week, a batch of small lilacs, in flower, shown by Mess
Paul i aris sees

This is the time of the year when one 82 often in
li'acs flowering delightfully in passages and rooms. The plant is so
hardy that, if properly prepared in the summer, it flowers in the
unheated pascages of houses ; at least, it does in Paris houses, and,
therefore, we are very much surprised that the syme practice of
growing and forciog lilacs in the form of well-flowersd small hushes
hias not up to the present obtained in England. The lilac is so
beloved of all for its odour, and yet the flowers a e g0 shxt lived,

inlly if bad weather occurs at the time they open, that the

sU
orestry is 8o little nrderstood, that puerile work of this sort may
e taken as serious; but imagine its appl to th ds of acres
—not an unknown size for woodsin France and Germany, and now
and then even in Britain. o :

Does all this mean that no pruning is necessary in forests ? By

that the vast majority of British settlers thank the agent wh isted
them on their arrival and helped them through many a difficulty in a
strange country. You find discontented people everywhere, but very
many of their ints will not bear i igatic any men go
out to Cal fornia. buy land through an agent, and tken think they

* Dzs Cars—SaraExT,—Tree Pruning, a Treatise on Prun'ng Forest and
Ornamental Trees. By A. Des Cars, Translated from the seventh
edition Ly Charles S, Sargent, Professor of Arboriculture in Harvard
College, U.S,A, London: William Rider and Son, 14, Bartholomew-
close, E.C. Price 2s. 6ds

practice of growing it in pots is most desirable. At the sme time,
mevrely taking the bushesout of ‘‘the open” is not enough; they
T i e special preparation which they receive in French nurseries,
to induce a short ripe growth. Once this is secared, it isa mera
uestion of putting a few plants into heat at any time, or even, whera
they are flowered in houses, placing them in windows, rooms, :r in

passages. The very early white lilac is forced in t heat, but thiz
18 ot at all necessary for gently advancing the plant before it flowert



