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TRAVEL.
e
TRAVELS IN NORTHERN ASSAM.
SSAM, the tea garden of Iudia, bas for ceveral years claimed
Tor itself oonsiderable attention, from the faot of its having
sant into the English market tea of such superior quality that it is
used for imparting to the China tea of inferior quality both flavour
and colour.

‘The fertile valley of Assam is but little known to othera than the | j
capitalists who have entered into the cultivation of tea, and the
European_shikari who, in the shade of its denss forests, seeks

pleasure in_exoitin, with tigers, .rh wild
buffalo, and beare. It comprises in its boundaries the vast extent

‘-

planters ship their tea to Caloutta.
ehurch, & large and we'l filled jail, a small and very useloss square
fort, the briok foundations of a cutohery—whioh, if ever finished,
would be a very fine building, but ill ‘adapted for its purpose—
about a dozen Europoin bungalows, and a large native bazaar, in
which everything is to ba bonght, from a needle to an anchor, and
whera
dry season, when the numerous tribes como down to the plains to
barter with the Assamese and Bangalea traders.

FIELD, THE COUNTRY GENTLEMAN’S NEWSPAPER.

Bramapootra, and is the port from whioh most of the Northern Assam
1t boasts of a pretty little

xlasi beuds in great varioty aro displayed for sale during tho

The wet season had set in [so early that I now found it would ba

mpossible to proceed further on my travels until the rains abated in

September; so that four months in_quarters were to be endured
betore I could once more enter on wild life. It was disappointing,
and, besides, my Chinamen and myself wero at tho morcy of the
malaria ; and

while we made ourselves as comfortablo as the pro-

i

of allavial plain watered by the and its

Itis ded by a natural wall—the Bootan
and Mishmeo hills on the north and north-sast, and the Patkoi
range and Garrow hills on the south and east. -

Internecine warfare, previons to its final annexation by the
British in 1827, literally decimated this wonderfully fertile plain,
which is to-day little more than & denso fever-breeding jungla, con.
taining but the remnant of a once numerous population, who by
ir industry at one time olothed these plains with a garden-like
cultivation. B g

The year after my return from an expedition through China
and Esstera Thibet, in 1868, [had occasion to pass through Assam
onmy way towards the point in Eastern Thibet from which I had
been obliged to retreat in 1868; and having some of the notes of my
Journay now before me, I have thought some extracts from them

ight interest your readers.

b e e
Dreparations for a year's sojourn on the mnorthern frontiers of
Assam, on the 7th of May, 1869, I embarked my party, consisting
of one Chinese interproter and two servants, one a Chinaman an:
the other a Thibetan boy (whom I bought during my previous
travels in Eastern Thibet), sight mnles, and two bulldogs, on board | (
one of the river steamer company’s vessels, in which, by the
courtesy of the manager of the company, mySelf and party were
seccommodated with a free passage to Debrughur. A week after-
wards I took rail from Caloutta tq Khooshtesh on the Ganges, where
Ijoined my party on board the steamer Punjaub, which had per-
formed the voyage round by the Soondabunds.

Pofore making a final start, we were detained threa days underthe
river at Khooshteah, waiting for cargo. Such daya! the
thermometer stood during the day at 104 deg. in the shade, and at
95 deg. during the night ; so that on the fourth day we were glad to
quit our moorings snd get out into the broad waters of the Ganges,
and thencs into the Bramapootra at Goolunda, when life ame
bearable, for we faced a fine_breeze, which blows steadily at this
time of the year, cooled by the snow-fed waters of the rivor. The | ¢
effect upon our exhausted frames was almost magical. We strotohed | 5
ouselves like men who had just ricen from a long and heavy sleep ;
my dogs, which for days hai been lying listlessly abont the decks,
irdifferent slike to food and caresses, sniffed the cool air, and witha
shake seemad to throw off the lethargy which had for 80 long robbed
life of its pleasure. Soon the hearty laugh was heard along the
decks, with the pop of the belatee panee, nsed in the manufscturs
of ™ pegs”—a very appropriate name given to potations whioh in
the days of my Tndian gri
called by the less significant name of
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griffinage, zome fourteen years ago, were

B. and 8.'s. Each pop was

Dehing river.
a beeline through the dense tres jungle for his gardens, some twenty
miles distant. A long ride landed us at his door quite exhausted,
for the slonching motion of an elephant, after six or eight miles, to
& noviea bacomes simple torture; however, we soon recovered suffi-

myself by killing a brace of that most diminutive of
as the button quail, which afford excellent sport, as they dart from
under one's feet like butterfiies.

all around, trotted off to the bush under which he had hidd
dainty supper. He appeared a little puzzled on finding that the
place was empty ; but, taking a cast around, he hit upon the scent
and trotted up to the carcass, stood over it for half a second, then
with three terrific bounds cleared the open space and gained the

much longer on our roost ; so we discharged our
the mahout to bring up the elephant, and, descending, discovered

use and kindness of mine host could make us, we felt bf

10 means cortain that we should esoape the tiresome fever which al
naw comers more or less suffer from ; and time proved that, veterans
as myself and party were in travel, we were doomed to suceumb for
o time to the Assam fever.

After spending a few days in Debraghur, my host invited mo to
ccompany him on a visit to his tea gardens on the banks of the
ro soon mounted on elephants and making

ieutly to make a capital dimmer.
Next morning T visited the gardens, which were in full werkinq;
everal hundred coolies of both sexes and all ages wers busily
ngazed in picking the young loaf, which the early rains had already
egun to force. The gardens were very extensive, and I observed
hree kinds of tha tea plant under caltivation—Chinese, indigenous,

and hybrid; the latter, from its hardy nature and prolific yield, is &
great favoarite with the planter.

Having brought my gun with me, I strolled through the garden
while mine host attended to the affairs of the factory) and amused
Ey quails known

On our return from the gardens some villagers brought in news of

a kill within half a mile of the bungalow, and after breakfast we
rode to the spot, where, sure emough, we founda yom
which had been blooded in the open by a leopard and then dragged
under & bush. The carcass was warm
bag, mine host gave orders for the erestion of a Machan in the
nearest tree, and in the evening we took up our position among the
branches, and had the carcass drawn into the open about twenty
yards from us. This was carefully done, without touching it with
the hand, by simply passing a rope over the horns and yoking it to

heifer

; 80, with the prospect of a

he elephant. We

ad not long to wait, for the spotted robber soon
tepped ceutionsly out into the open, and, taking

adelibarate survey
en his

ungle without giving us time to hit him. He was gone, evidently
tartled, and the mosquitoes were too attentive to allow us to remain

riflos s a signal for

followed by the long-drawn “ Ah " which consigned to oblivion the the canse of the leopard’s alarm : the mahonts had dropped a rope
Zemembranics of past woes. Thus commenced my fravels up the | beside the carcass, giving the hint which his foline exosilency had
Bramapootrs. ; been so quick to fake,

Ten days’ steaming from daylight till dark, anchoring overy night, | A day or two after, wo got news of a herd of buffaloes feeding
brought us to Gowhatty, situated on the'left bank of the river, | in a jhecl two or thres miles distant; 8o my host proposed a stalk
which up to this point is void of interast, running, several miles | on his khoonkiss—trained hunting olephanty—which had jast come

L through plains of dense grass jungls, boundad in the distance
by well-wooded hills, a sight of which is occasionaily canght when
the heavy clonds which hang over Assam in the rain season lift and
show their dark outlines, bounding the borizon o either hand.

andigg a poiat just below Gowhatty, a change comes over the
features of the country; in place of the grassy plains, the eye is
suddenly delighted with a view of thestation. The littls whita ban-
galows of the commissioner and his staff peéping from amidst the
most abundant fropical foliage on the left bank, together with
numercus patches of caltivat'en surronnding the bamboo huts of
Assamess cultivators on the sides of the hills which rise imigediately
from the river at this point, remind the traveller that he has once £
mors approached the haunts of man ; and, a8 the vessel brings up o | ¢
bank, officials and planters avail themselves of a fortoightly oppor-
tunity to kill time on board ** the steamer.” These banished ones,
far away from the delights of Calcutta shops, are all very soon
’W in #n anxious inquiry for soda and tovie water, Basa
and brandy, cases of which, with all kinds of oilman's stores,
form 2 considerable portion of the upward cargo, which

a'so inclades ies and pres d £ ly inquired for
tovary the averlasting fowl; for mutton they have not, and beef—
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‘monnted the pa
of the Dehing, we entered a dense forest of gomari, poma,

fantastic forms of the various species of orchidaceous plants
everywhere hung festoons of ereepers, whose exquisite flowers {oaded

in from & successful catch, haying brought a wild one with them,
and we arranged to start next day.

The morning broke with thick, drizzling rain—just such 4 morning.

8s the hunter in Assam delights in, for then the denizens of the
[oiest issue forth into the midans without fear of the broiling sun
an

active life ; and there, revelling in the long, tender grass, the rhi-
noceros, buffalo, and sambur pass undisturbed hours of Tepose, unti
driven by the sun and flies, or perchance the British shikari, into
the fastnesses of the damp, dark forest.
we chatted pleasantly over chota hazree till onr

the myriads of hungry flies which his fierce heat warms into
til

Rising with the dawn,
elephants, blowing

he flies off themselyes at the doPr, roused us from the fragrant
‘orange pekoe’' and crisp toast: them, looking to our guns, we
d=. Riding for half a mile or so along the banks
i, and

anyan trees, and others unknown to me, y of the branches
ver our were resplendent with the gorgeous colouring ;lﬁd
while

he air with their jasmine-like perfume. An enterprising florist
ind there many a prize. As soon as we entered the forest

ah, if's too hot for that. Tho larders and having
been replenished, one hears mext a diligent inguiry of tne patient
and ﬂ’:ﬁ* captain for & thousand and ome articles, snch as
hatas, , eaddles, whips, gloves, baby’s socks, ladies’ bonnets, or
perchance a chest of drawers, or evena cradle; for all of which ha
hbad & eommission since his last trip, and which he brings up simply
out of kindness for the unfortunate men whose fate it is to live in
Azsam. This furions demand for food and raiment is apt to leave
a bad impression on the mind of the new-comer; bat he needs only
onle night spent on shore at the honse of some fallow-exils to have
Eﬂ_lrﬁbiﬂim;pnuiau“ effaced by the abundant and
cheerfal h!sﬂnlxﬁy which reigns aronnd him,
TLeavin jowhatty, the traveller passes the
'Umnnmﬁ, rising from mid-stream, covered with
and crowned with picturssqus domed temples,

A few miles bevond this island the pretty green hills rocede from
the river. and it again opens out into a broad stream, ronning
t h dreary grass jurgle plains ; and for another ten days there
is not o interest the traveller, unless he is fond of = Jittle rifle
practies, in which casa the shoals of alligators basking on the

e
h

rocky island of
magnificent tres

ol
river or lis ont on the sand banks, and
Asani of these uhnu:i
momini, when the captain, a capif
ich we bad in tow alongside,
herd of buffaloes which were i
yards from us, ot a steady trof
ahead. " T was jost in time to see him
, of the oid ball, which, when steack, faced
efisnce by an angry shake of a pair of hnge
less than five feat from butt to point.
to sicken this old patriarch of the
off affer the herd, reaching the edge of the
give another angry shake
thick covert,

i
%
gté‘

o :

times by an old bull, and
and in the last charge had his
wonnded buffalo make off
if hard hit ont in the open, he

erminna of my v of 900 miles
though thl;yn‘x’-,o'fnsupim con=
I itoes ; 8o much go that at
: one nﬂhﬁ, they broke
" the pain

¥ i me quarters at
and I was relieved
rains, which had set

i

would fi
our

them ; for, changing their rolling gait,
making no sound of a footfall on the moist, rich soil, while ywi!
their trunks they carefally parted the branch

came out on a jheel, where we hib the trail of onr game.
was a

where m;
= he khgonkis
tainty ; the

would have done cradit to a Highland gillie on a difficult
denly the mahout
khoonkie, which inxgm
still—hia foof
elevated over the branch he was about to pushaside. T confess that
the ks Bk il toatiag: Kioorkh

inf
8
lowing ocur

he winded the approachin;

stampede of the

forest.

defying malaria with tobacco-smoke, &

disappointment by knosking over a few

D) dinner.

S T e Oy T y of am old hull
3 e BU isturbed the privi

ahiton and. hls saltana.  Todigmant st the Snichstan

lowed. She then lay down on him, and
hroat. As

o![:amh in the

‘medical

E eanvas ho’nn. with hieel,
best make of wole for u leng dny’s travel
Colonel lg‘()nm—‘ludow'o ¢ Con

soff, clear, smooth, Godfrey's of
deliy it s
| Neckrz, Bl i vain, i s iy s

showed they wers fully up to the business before
ey stepped cautiously along,
i ith

s, without cracking
ven a twig.
After making our way for a couple of miles through the Ifuzalt we
lose to us
large wallow, from which a herd of bunffalocs had
merged. We immadim&li started in pursait. The tracks of
erd led us through the jheel into the forest on the opposite side,
host's mahout, an experienced elephant catoher, took up
. and followed it for more than an hour with unerring oer-
ies proceeding with a wide-awake caution that
stalk. Sud-
laced hia open hand on the forshead of his
tly, like a well-trained pointer, stood stock
t raised in the very act of stepping, and his trunk

Jjust
the

at that moment
e much more than.the game which we in the dee

foroat could now liear maving in front. Again fol.

leader, we moved cautiously on, then again stoj

tatne-liks to listen, when suddenly a snort from a wary old , 88

i was followed by a crash through

companion’s rifle. He had made a

remained stationary until the noise of the furions

retreating herd disd uv!‘\;y in the far recesses of the

There was ‘1o help for it. torned towards home,

nd soothing our feelings of

black pheasants, which duly

an instance of the prowess of the female
Onc_day, while out in of

terested mi
ilence of the

at &
ocannot omit recording
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ARCHERY.
—
MEETINGS OF SOCIETIES,
SEPTEMBER,

10, Wirral Archors {Prizo Meoting)
15. Have Toxophilite Soaloty (Targot)
20. Dayon mud Cornwall Archery Soeloty (Lady Parsmownt's Day)
Vst Glouceatorshire (Second Bow Meeting)
- Shurwood Archers, Newark.
ab {Bow moeting)

o 20 Day
il buys Lamimio medal)

Rogal Toxophillite Boclety (Tarkot)

Royal Tozophliite Sociely (Extra tanget).

OCTOBER.

3 ratory Gtun

. Royal Toxophilite Soclety (Extra target)

Marsoy Bowmen (Sixth Prize Da;
Royal Toxophilita Sooloty {Extra tarwot)

5. Morsey Bowrmen (Honorary Secrstary Prised)

21 Bain Arohory Clay

1. Royal Toxophilite Soalety (Extra target, Hundlcap,

2. Royal Toxophilite Soclely (Extra targot).

uE

at 12 o’cloek)

DECEMBER.
2. Royal Toxophilite Soctety {Annlvorsary Dinnor and Genoral Mooting).

SCOTTISH NATIONAL ARCHERY MEETING.

Tup sixtoenth annual mooting of Sottiah archors was hold on Friday, the
2nd inst., in tho grounds adjoining the old castlo and palags of Linlitheor.
boing the same locality ns that chasen for the £wo provious Annivorsarige:
We have for the last three or four years bad to notice, in conneotion with
this mesting, & gradual rad considerable declino in all the clomauts which
tond to give importance and areliory coutest, aug
though wa trust this downward tendonoy hns renched its furbhest poiiit, w

rogrel we cannct add that the mooting Lins yet bogun to exhibit by aym
toms of that h to nssockite with
ok hore refer to
distinguishag

sexes, not only from that conntry but thy
What wo havo more particularly in view is tho stend,
dscreaso in the number of native compotiLors whi
has markod recent anniversaries, Kuowin
weak state of tho fow Scateh Archery Clubs which give countenanos g
support to their annual meoting, wo ar
into which it has shrunk; and
e somewhat more =;m in S}m
votaries of the pastime in that portion of Her Majesty's dominions Jend
the aunual meeting more general and hosrty subpore, both pacutues bus
active, than they have been doing for somm years past, wo cannoh see
muoh hope of the Seottish National soon again attaining to the dimensiony
which it reached soma seven or eight years ago.

Harking ess mora immediatoly on hand, the target lists,
when made up on the morning of the shooting, showed a total of sixteas
gentlomen entored a3 competitors, one of whom, howaver, did not maky
his appoarance, Until last year the Scotch mosting ineluded a st of
prizes for Indies, o feature which this yoar has not seen restored, owing,
we believe, rather to tho impossibility of getting lady arohers to enter thay
to any want of will or power on the part of the committee to provids tunds
iy e R Shie poil T Rveiatla e T0d

e day, on the whole, proved a favourable ono, alihough n stiff bre
from the west preeluded tho hope of tho scores reaching tho fixaras wap s
might otherwise have been attained. The York Round was shot, andut the
close of the 100 yards contest the principal scores to be Me

raill's 01; Mr Muir's 7; Mr Wiliiam Finlay's 76; Mr A. Porteons, jun,'s
74; snd Mr P, Mardooh's 73, The shooting for tho first six or efght endy
was—mainly owing to tho ‘wind—of u very fnferior description indeed,
although It somewhat improved beforo tha closs, Ouo gontlom:

nee, who generally makes a fair average scors at this distancs, only
sucoceded fu accomplishing his object of hitting the target after forly one
Golds were m to

ineffectual efforts. easured st this distance essry
Muir, Robertson, Traill, Porteous, jon,, and James Murdoch., At 0
‘:rdl the leading scores were follows : Mr 1 126, t P,

urdoch 115, Mr W. Finlay 105, Mr Muir 10, and Col. Robertson
97; whils ot this distance golds were measured. to Massra Mu .
son (Col), J. Fialay, Traill, Stout, W. Finlay, Garsoo, Gillsspio,
Porteous, and W. Murdoch. Bo far it appeared aimost that the

highest score prize, as well asthe Champion Medal (decid:
poins us formerly ‘regulated of the Grand National Modal),
would be gained by Mr Traill, of the Edluburgh Salisbury Club, Unfor:
tunately for this gentleman, when the 60 yards came on he Sacoeéded
shooting so very a8 to miss the target no loss th
of the two dozénarrows, which iad tho result of giving him only the th
soore prize, although he was lucky enough to carry
i Mr Porteous, jitn., 06

3 _and
Murdoch, Rol on

toous, sdn, , and Garson. With regard to_the gold mady
Swan (who is not altogether unknown ut the Grand Nationnl Meotings), it
may be interesting to note that, although it did not gain him a prize, it was
within about the eighth part of an iuch of doing s0. On summing tp the
points with a view to awarding the Champion Medal, it was found that
Messrs Traill and Muir had each mado threo ; but 1he former having the
bighest score the medal was, in conformity with a precedent to that ef et
awarded to that gentleman,

Subjoined are tho scores and prizo list :

0 yarde. 0 yass, Total. G
. hite, we hits se,
I Py, ¥ atn, Tosoiiiiian o @
£ W, Piniay, ¥ain. Tox : 5 @
Mr J_ Giliapie, BAln. Salabury £ N LS
& : 52
H i S
3
k Murdoch, St. Mungo, b
Me Wen, Mardocn, 85, un @ i
Mr A, sen,, Bd. “ 43171
Mr A Portaons, jun, B4 7o 5 e
Col rison, al Toxop) 8L 56 218
Mc Btout, St. Muugo ... n =87 .
M I TT. Swan, Edinbret IS s 5
A7 Trail, Bainburgh, Sallsbury . 33 81 7 5 138 LE

o 1
Prizes.—For the first scors, £5, Mr P, Muardoch, 268 ;
Mr W. Finlay, 268 (62 hits) ; third soore, £3, Mr A, A. Trail, 266 (60 Kits)
most golds, £5, Mr W, R. Garson, 7; highest score at 100 yards, £3,
Muir, 77; higheat score at 80 yards, £3, Col, Robertson, 97 3 highest scoto
Tumed M agdosh s hosk Gold st yarde 2 b Sonn “brasey ot 5y s
ames i gold af s, o] Fi al
Mr'Aloxander Porteous, son, FIvLE
clos of tho shooting tho compotitors and friends adjourned for
dinnor at the Star and Gaxtor Hotel, after which the prizes wore presentod
to the successful bowmen by tha chairman, Col. on.
Amongst other matters brought beforo the business meeting, after the
ootin; torminated, wis a motion to the effect that, subjeot to the
approval ot the douor, 'Mr Maofarlano, the Champion sbould in
fature go to the highest scorer, which, after some jon, was carried
by a small majority. A similar al ion was made nt the Birmingham
moeting lust year with Togard to tho Grand National Champion Modal:

P i i ey s
a SOUTH DEVON ARCHERS,

Tas above club held the lnst of their sories of moetings for the season at

Powderham on e the 3lst ult. The weathor was fine, and thero

was a good attendance, 0 following is the prizoe list :

Lavizs.—Season prizo for highest score nnd greatost number of hits on
the three days' shooting, Miss l'mk‘vu. 106 M[l, 822 geore, Pl'llfdpﬂld.
hits, 256 seore, ites, nob 244 ; second, Mrd

and whites, not 145. ~Bust
. Turner; visitors awton,

5 ; visitors' prizo, Miss N
190 soora; Lady Paramount (Mrs mmma{pﬁ:’. for most bits
cka, 55. Resident (Mr R, H. bmn'-gxm.

rizon, itiss Buld,
4

{tor the club prized, Mrs Hicks, 53, b
b2 yads, altor o alub |
i

for Kighest score ab 60

95 score (this Indy tied Templer, -ut{

groatost numbor of hits),
GENTLEMEN —Season

‘winner). B id
S

s,
tio was decided by the
Me Walrond, 257 bits,
u 98 goora ; second, Mr
isqualifiod

from fiest prize as & _gru s,
visitors, Me Erunk Nowton (visitor). Visitors'
202 wooro. Prosident’s prizs, for Leout ol

MERSEY BOWMEN.

Tw1s socioty held a dargot day u Betton Park, Liverpool, on &
the gontlomen shot eiy Idommowl-ﬁ&byudl,::sothllldl
at 60 yards and four dozen at 50 yurds, with theso results

Big:v \#’L Golds.

is &
1010 L

itk ot

rizos W. L

"The pi for best gold wore by M loombo aud Mr W. Lo
‘Bmlflllgﬂo:;h':'h' ‘wind bigwr with ﬂ:l?tio{mu':.lrfn‘: thio northewoat during
Onmlg-:v'm We , whantho
Bame number of :rmeld-n::&‘:'l%hn: m":.“ AL teast mesting: d b tho

ies and gentlomen, 4
gams distanoo, o abova secorded, An on tha day tho wind blow siron
from the north-west, and the light was very brillisut, The following 800
wore made s et
. var Goay, M Vil B0y

i u

Mr W, s
FWDT.. Rushion. gre

' Fonton
1d, which was won by
o vodond et gost, o By sy e Hsombe



