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NEW ASIATIC RHINOCEROS.

Dr.P. L. ScraTeR, the secretary to the Zoological Society of Lon-
don, has read to the British Association, a paper on a New Asiatic
Rhinoceros. On the 14th of February the society received at the
gardens in the Regent's Park a female two-horned rhinoeeros,
which had been taken near Chittagong by Captain Hood four
years previously. The animal was at first believed by the
writer and others to be an example of the{Rhinoceros Sumatrensis
of Cuvier, that being the only specics of two-horned rhino-
ceros then recogmised by naturalists. The acguisition of a
female of the veritable Sumatran rhinoceros from Maulaeea had
enabled Dr. Sclater to decide that the one first named belonged
to a different speeies, which he proposed to eall Rlinoceros
lasiotis, on account of its most obvious external peculiarity,
the long huirs which frinpe the cars. He considered that there
were now six well-defined species of rhinocerns, of which four
belonged to the Asiatic and two to the Afriean group., In reply
to Mr. George Jefferys and Major-General Strachey, Dr. Selater
said it was not impossible that the rhinoccros referred to might
belong to the same group as the taperine rhinoccros. He thought
it demrable that a search should be made in the caves on the
banks of the Indus for the remains of extinet specimens.
Dentition had Leen so eompletely worked out vy Dr. Falkrer

that if any teeth were found he ecould determine to what species
the animul had belonged.

THE HAIRY EHINOCEROS.

A fine specimen of the Rhinoceros Swmatrensis, brought over
to England by Mr. William Jamrach, and purchased by the
Zoological Society, has been deposited in her new home at the
Gardens, Regent’'s Park, The den or ecage in which the animal
eame to this country was of such gigantie proportions that it
was found impossible to get it into any of the guteways belong-
ing to the menagerie; Mr. DBuartlett, the able superintendent,
therefore determined to back the *‘trolly” against the palings,
and having previously removed a portion of them, the work of
tethering the brute was commenced. Fortunately, the anima.
is of a docile disposition, otherwise Mr. Burtlett and his assist-
ants would have had a hard task. The roping having been
completed, the huge door was removed, and the animal issued
slowly forth, having carefully surveywl all round, and the men
giving & pull at the leading rope, she started for her journey to
the elephant house. BShe behaved remarkably well, and with a
little gentle manipulation of the ropes and with many a snort
was led to her new domicile. She now stands in the next apart-
ment to the large male Indian rhinoceros. This is the second
of this rare species ever Lrought to Europe, a much smaller
one having been landed in London about a month previously,
and forwarded to the Zoological Gardens at Hamburg, Mr. Wm.
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Jamrach also brought over with him an extraordinary eollection
of wild animals, consisting of three tigers, two large tigor cats,
five elephants, ono male Indian rhinoceros, five eassownrics,
some pigantic storks. and a large number of smaller animals
and birds. It is remarkable that this large colleetion was
brought over from India through the Suez Canal without a
singrle aceident or dentl. -

Mr. F. Buckland writes in Land and Water % The colloction
in the gardens of the Zoologieal Soviety in the elephant house
ig just now a grand sight. There are four elephunts—two
Indian, two Afriean—and four rhinoceroses—one Nubian (prob-
ably the Muchoceh or * white rlinvecros’ of Gordon Cumming),
two single-horned Indian rhinoceroses, and lastly the new
arrivial, the double-horned Sumatran vhinoceros.  The pecu-
linrity of this beast—I cannot eall it handsome --is that, it is
hairy.  The great pig-like, watehful, ever-moving enrs are
fringed with a row of long ercet hairs, giving the appearance
of a horse wearing worstod car-enps to keep off the flies, The
hair on the back 1s something like the hog mune of o horse, and
of the rusty sand eolonr of the old-fushioned Derkshive pig,
The sides are also covered with this kind of hair, ouly shorter,
The rest of the body is covered with u shortish Lieght down, like
the hair on a baliy's head.  The physiognomy is not like that of
other rhinoveroses.  * Begum '—for she 1= o Luly rlunoceros—
has an ancient and antediluovian look alout her, and very likely
the old English Blisoceros trickhorkiows, whose bones wmy fatlier
discovercd in the eclebrated hywna cave iv Kirkdale, in York-
shire, had the same kind of phiz.  1ler face is covered with
wrinkles, There is a great “erow'’s foot " on lwer cheek, and deep
wrinkles round her UYeE, S0 that she has somewhat the -
ance of a very aged disagreeable old man,  She has also the
pu{'ufinrit}r of :-xhuttitlg hier Tower {-}'r-li!l ingtesul of the upper,
when she wants to take “forty winks"  Althoueh ealled the
Sumatran rhivoceros, * Bemum ' was eaught near Chitfagong, aml
was partly led and partly deiven, with ropes vound her legs, hke
a pig going to market, all the way throneh the junele from that
place to the river, a task which docs Mr. Jamrach mueh eredit.
She travelled best at night, and would then follow her keoper,
who walked in front with a lighted lantern kept elose to the
ground. Tho guide wsed to «ing to her at night as sho trotted
along, and the natives Joined in chorus,  In the streets of Cal-
cutta she lay down like a sulky pig, and they hwd to wet the
road so as to mako i semi-mwd, and drhg her along bodily.
She was slipped on board the steamer Petersburg at Cadeutta
and brought direct to the Millwall Docks in a gigantic enge
made of tenk., The transfer of this valuable animul—for she
cost. more than 1,000/.—from her travelling-box to the elephant
house along the path was eftected by Mr. Dartlett with his
nsual ability and tact. He was, of course, assisted by Mr, Jam-
rach, who knew the habiis of the animal well. She had to walk
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comparatively loose some 60 or 80 yards. Mr. Bartlett has
just performed a successful operation on a rhinoceros. The
front horn of the Indian rhinoeeros had Lecome bent and
‘diseased. Mr, Bartlett has cleverly amputated this horn with a
sharp saw, and this without the least injury or inconvenience to
the animul, The portion of horn eut off weighed 84 lbs, and

the ‘old E.,L]_ looks qui[lk young ng'i“i: ”

-

THE BABY HIPFUTOTAMUS,

Mg. Trank Bucknaxn, writing in Land and Water, says :—
“CGuy IFawkes, now seventeen days old, hay grown tremvuduua!:,
His little brother, whose east 1 made, and which is now in the
girutfe-house, wi :;.de 99 lhs, Guy Fawkes weighs at least 160
1bs. now, and is eertainly o gremt f]L' ( Lngerer than when 1 saw
him this da iy week., Ie sucks freely, and has hegun to eat of
his own accord.  The eleverly-pre }mrul Ridge's Infant’s Food,
which Mr. Burtlett concocts for lim out of goat’s milk and other
delieacies, he laps up with avidity,  He 1s a merry hittle fellow,
and when in a froliesome humour jumps and skips about as if he
had Just begun to enjoy life. I think he is more like his futher
than lis mother in face. e continues to follow his mamma in
and oui of the water, and has several times remained undes

waler without enmirt;: up to blow for 15 to 20 minutes af a hrm-.
but My, Haotlett is not now alarmed at this, as he knows it 18 the
halil, of the apimal.  As the mother floats 1o the water her hack
looks like a great barrel.  Every now and then her young one
comes to the surface Ly her side opens his great ealf-like eyes,
shakes hig ears, fills his Tungs with air, sud then eloses his eyes
and sinks down again suddenly without the lenst noise. He only
exposes his head, which he pops down quickly, like a gigantic
horse-pond frog. Mr, Bartlett believes that he sucks when under
witer  The mother, who is very short in her temper, shows
great intelligence, cunning, and watehfulness, Sho has had a
row with the gate leading into the bath, when she managed,
somchow or other, o champit open with her monstrous teeth ;
but they have m.mugﬂl to put tlns guite right again. I under-
stand H;ml the authorities have determined to admit the Fellows
of the Society on Sunday next (yesterday), between 2 and 4
o'clock ; Tt this must depend upon the behaviour of the mother
hippopotamne, for if she hecomes irritated the gates must neces-
garily be closed agnin,  She soon loses her temper, and 1t takes
a long time to recover,it, and thore is still a fear that, if greatly
enraged, she may injure her calf. T trust, therefore, that she
and her young one will be out of the water, when they can be
seen on their first reception day, and that the mother will be
civil and guod-tempered to those who may leave their cards of

inquiry upon her,”
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