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except in the dark, when it contracted them if the light of a candle
fell upon it. The power of fully ulth:lmwmg‘ them seemed to e
wanting, They were more than an inch in length when entirely dis.
played. The next day I perecived it lying in the angle at the bottom
of the glass containing sea-water, E:H'l-'E'lu-p-Ed in & glaneons semitrans-
parent film of mucos looking like a stout spider’s weh, in which it
moved as a worm moves in its ease. It had expanded to a length of
4% inches, but on being tonched immediately eontracted so as to
measnre ouly 1§ inch, ﬁ possessed the power of swelling out portions
of the column ; sometimes the swelling appeared near the middle of
the body, sometimes near the base.  On some oceasions it lay with
the lower part of the body bent into a hook ; at others it gquitted the
protection of its tube and flonted at the surface of the water, The
animal was never observed towriggle or glide throngh the water like
a worm ; all its motions were extremely slow, It was captured at
the hottom of a pool in the rocks near Funchal.

DEscrIFTION oF THE WoaneoT, .30,

IGE. 1. Afvie wmiratdfia gd seen with the base delaghed amd uppermast; Pl ten-
tackes Iving on the tiom of the tanks

Fige, 2 andl 3, Two of ilse appendages of the eolumn, of the selural size.

Fig, 4, Tme of the wards of an appeslage, enlarged,  The outer coal is colourless
and ransparent 3 the vop of the interior body is dull parplish, the lowed
mart yellowish brown, asd the interspace colourless,

November 12, 1561.

Dr. J. E. Gray, V.P,, in the Chair.

Dr. P, L. Selater exhibited a cast of the skull of the Aye-Aye
{ Chirgmnys madagaseariensis ), taken from a specimen n the possession
of M. E. Verreaux, of Paris, the fourth example of this rare Mammal
regeived in Europe.

Mr. 8. Stevens exhibited a portion of the collection of birds re-
cently forwarded by Mr. Wallace from Mysol and Waigion, amongst
w]_uefr were many rare and interesting species.

The following extract from a letter addressed to the Secretary by
Edward Blyth, Esq. (Corr. Memb,), dated Maulmein, May 10th,
1861, was rend to the meeting ;— »

“ | have made this day a grand dizcovery, which neither you nor
others will believe in at the first apnouncement, but it is troe never-
theless,—viz. that the extraordinary Rhinoceros-horn figured * as
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that of Riinoeeros erossit by Gray, in your * Proceedings,’ is the well-
developed anterior horm of an old male . semedronws—the common
apecies of these provinees, My host at this place is a great sports-
man, anid some noble trophies of the chase hang in s verandah ;
but what fixed my attention was the head of K. sumatrames,
with a development of horng which I had never imogined to occur
in this species ; and the resemblance of the much-curved anterior
horn to that of Gray’s supposed species, J. erossii, struck me at onee,
Conversing with my host on the subject, he remarked that he took
a similar head to England (where it now adorns his family hall), with
the front horn at least 3 inches longer, and still more curved. A
little reflection, and I felt satisfied that K. croesii must sink into a
synonym of B, sumatranus.”

In & subsequent communieation Mr. Blyth remarked . —

“ All doubts now removed about the wdentity of K. sumefrasiis
amd R. erossic.  Mason states that the skin of the Tenasserim spe-
cies *is guite smooth, like a buffale’s’—menaning devoid of folds;
but Col. Fytehe assures me that the one he shot had the slight folds
described and figured of R, sumafranus. The mature female horns are
amall, and the nasal hones comparatively narrow : I am not aware
that a corresponiding sexual difference occurs in any other Rhino-
ceros.  In the Indian one-horned species the sexes are alike in size
and development of horn."”

The Seerctary reported the return from the Cape, on the 15t instant,
of the Boeciety’s collector, Mr. Jumes Benstend, with a second eollee-
tion of animals presented Lo the Society by His Excellency Sir George
Grey, K.C.B., the Governor of the Colony, The eollection consisted
of the following :—

MammarLs,
1. A young male Hartehoest (Aatdope caamn).
2. A female Reh-bok (dntilope copreala).
3. A four-horned Ehul.}r ( Owis aries, var. ).
4. A male Ratel { Mellfeora ratel).

Birnns.

5. One male and two female Ostriches (Struthio canelis).
fi. Three Stanley Cranes { Grus paradisen ),
7. Two Jackal Buzzarvds (Buteo jocal).

The Harteheest was of great interest, as having been only exhi-
bited onee hefore in the Society's collection,  The Ostriches, heing
from the Cape, afforded an opportunity of comparing together the
northern and southern birds, which Lad long been desired, and which
would probably lead to their being distinguished as different local
varictics, if not as species,
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