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CHAPTER I 

J~ RDIN DES PLANTES, PARIS: DIRECTOR, PROFESSOR 

MILNE EDWARDS 

THIS Garden, the father of Zoological Gardens, is the 
oldest of the Zoological Gardens of Europe. 

Many of the greatest naturalists have beell con
nected with the J ardin des Plantes, and have studied 
within its gates. 

The botanical portion is more than one hundred 
years older than the zoological I t was founded in 
1626 by Louis XII!., who bought a plot of unculti
vated ground in Saint-Victor, twenty-four acres in 
extent, and laid out a flower-garden and built a little 
greenhouse upon it. Fagon, the King's doctor, Gaston 
of Orleans, Colbert, and Tournefort all helped it 
along, and caused the Garden to grow in extent and 
popularity. 

A museum of natural history was established, and 
eleven professors appointed in mineralogy, botany, 
two courses of zoology, human and animal anatomy, 
geology, chemistry, etc. A library was formed in 
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2 THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS OF EUROPE 

the museunl. On the death of the Duc d'Orleans in 
1660, Colbert bought for the library the celebrated 
paintings of flowers on vellum by Robert. 

In 1730 the Garden became neglected, but in 1732 
M. Buffon became Director, and from that moment 

• 

success was assured for them. He was well backed 
by M. Daubenton. Every year the Garden was im
proved, the old houses were demolished and new ones 
built. The whole of the ground was put under cultiva
tion. Trees were planted, and the Garden extended 
to the bank of the Seine. Valuable gifts of plants, 
minerals and zoological · specimens were received from 
the Academy of Sciences, Comte d'Angevilliers, Chinese 

-
missionaries, the King of Poland and M. Bougainville, 
who brought back from his voyage round the world a 
luagnincent collection of aninlals and birds. Whilst 
Director of the Garden, Buffon wrote his che -d'CEuvre 
-a natural history and after a splendid career he 
died in 1788. -

Bernardin de Saint-Pierre was the next Director . 
• 

In 1794 the large and valuable collection of the Palais 
de Versailles was offered to the J ardin de~ Plantes, 
and accepted on its behalf by Bernardin de Saint
Pierre. This collection contained five specinlens which 
had never been seen in Paris before . nanlely, a 
quagga, now unhappily extinct, a hartebeest, a crested 
pigeon frOln the Isle of Banga, an Indian rhinoceros 
and a lion from Senegal, which latter had as a com
panion a dog, with which it lived on tenllS of th 

reatest frienqship. The l'elnainder of the collection 
at Versailles had b en pilla::;ed by th lllob in th 
Fr nch Revolution. 



60 THE ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS OF EUROPE 

and in front of them is a duck-pond well stocked with 
ducks and swans. Next we find an ostrich and 
cassowary house, built in the Eastern sty le. Here I 
quite mistook the grunt of the ostrich for the dull roar 
or grunt of the lion, as I had often done before in the 
African jungle. Close at hand is a fine lofty bird-of
prey aviary. Outside nearly all the cages were 

• 
• 

• , , 
• 

• 

• 

r 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• .l .... 

KANGAROO. 

(Photo by Ottomar An chlitz, Berlin.) 
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coloured pictures of the birds, with a map of the world 
below them showing the distribution of ach. Passin:s 
a small seal grotto and thatched house for 11 Inas, we 
come to the Palais Egyptien, or elephant and giraffe 
hous. Th paintings on the outside walls r pr sent 
the natives of foreign parts coming to offi r to the city 

• 
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ROYAL SOCIETY OF Z OOLOGY, A NTWERP 6r 

of Antwerp examples of the most characteristic animals 
of their country. 

This house contained four giraffes: one born in 1871, 
one in 1873, one in 1875, and one in 1876 (in 1897 the 
Society refused an offer of 25 ,000 francs for one ; some 
camels, common and Burchell's zebras, Indian and 
Sumatran rhinoceroses, and two Indian elephants. 
There is a stuffed giraffe, which died in 1898, after 
having been in the menagerie eighteen years, and the 
skeleton of an Indian elephant, which lived in the 

• 

Gardens from 1852 to 1880. 
The bear dens are next to be seen, near a duck

pond, upon which were swimming hundreds of ducks. 
There are four polar bears housed near here. Passing 
the wapiti and moose yards, we come to a large aviary, 
outside which is a monument to Darwin. More than 
100,000 pairs of birds are annually bought and sold in 
these Gardens. 

Next in order is a large children's playground, 
replete with swings for their amusement. There is a 
very picturesque rockery for wild sheep and aurochs, 
and American bison enclosures backed with rockwork . 

• 

A most imposing lion house is now encountered, 
after passing through a fine sculptured entrance. It 
will be found very roomy inside, ~nd it contains a large 
number of dens, besides three large circular open-air 
cages. In one of the latter were housed no less than 
seven lion-cubs, all about six months old. Opposite 
the outside cages were a couple of brindled gnus, a pair 
of leucoryx antelopes, and an Oryx beisa, grazing in 
paddocks. In a house close by were lodged a pair of 
full-grown hippopotami and a baby born in the Gardens. 
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ZOOLOGISCHER GA RTEN, BERLIN IIS 

a wild-sheep rockery, we come to the monk y house, 
which, however, is cOlnparatively slnall and disappoint
ing. In front of some pretty beds of tulips is a truly 
Inagnificent elephant house, built in imitation of a 
Hindoo temple, the domes painted in yellow, brown, 
and blue. In the centre of this palatial house is placed 
the skeleton of a full-grown elephant. The ceiling is 
supported by huge colulnns, with two carved elephant
heads on the top of each. The house contains three 
Indian elephants, two African elephants, one Indian 

• 

rhino, and son1e tapirs. Huge sliding-doors lead out 
into large open-air paddocks fitted with baths. Behind 
the elephant house are the wild-swine sheds. 

We now come to another finely decorated and well
constructed house the ostrich house. It is painted 
inside and out with large, ancient Egyptian figures of 
men and birds. At one end of the interior is a very 
realistic painting of two huge stone Egyptian figures 
in a sitting position, bathed in a gorgeous sunset. The 
columns and the ceiling in this house should also be 
noticed. It contains a good collection of ostriches and 
cassowaries. The next house with large water-tank 
contains two hippopotami. Opposite a high tower 
entrance fee ten pfennig, which goes towards the 

animals' food is a very lorig line of pheasant pens, all 
prettily planted with tiny shrubs and trees. 

Passing a large llama and tahr rockery we come to 
the antelope house, built in an oval shape with 
minarets, the huge balls at the top covered with gilt. 
It contains some rare animals. There are water-buck, 
harnessed antelope, inyala, several Oryx leucoTyx, two 
addax, a beautiful pair of giraffes South African form), 

8 2 
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ZOOLOGISCHER GARTEN, FRANKFORT-ON-MAIN I55 

and alrnost intellectuaL Gigantic pythons are here 
een, lolling on the warm sands or bathing in the 

water-tanks. There are also enornlOUS lizards and 
iguanas. Next to this house are the hyrenas, wolve , 
jackals, and ice foxes, the latter even in spring keeping 
their white coats. In 1890 half a dozen wolves were 
born in the Garden. 

Passing / wild-sheep and goat enclosures, we find in 
house No. 10 the German native birds on one side, 
prettily arranged in cages framed with tree-cork, and on 
the other side of the house are the ostriches and casso-

-

waries, with outside cages. House No. 11 is an extra-

-

ordinarily well-arranged structure of iron and glass, 
containing parrots and slnall tropical birds on one side, 
and on the other the wading-birds, with outside cages. 
The exotic-bird collection is contained in 120 small 
cages and many large cages, fonning one of the richest 
collections in Germany. In 1901 there were exhibited 
in this house such varieties as the Oriental roller 
EU1"y:.-;to1n'llS orrientalis), Leache's laughing kingfisher 
Dacelo L eachii , and many others of equal value. 

We now come to an unusually good collection of 
wild swine, including a pair of African "vart hogs. 
Opposite these sheds are a nUlnber of extrelnely well
laid-out tlower-beds; in fact, the whole Garden is rich 
in plants, flowers, and shady trees. 

The elephant house, with large open-air enclosures, 
no longer contains' Bets)",' the great female elephant, 
which has just died; whilst· another Inale Indian ele
phant has been killed, as he was becoming dangerous. 
To-day only' Fanny' (who came ten years ago, and a 
small African elephant, just acquired, are to be found. 

-
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There is a fine Indian rhinoceros, his attendant 
keeper on the occasion of my visit being busily engaged 
in cleaning his hide and searching for ticks, much to the 
delight of the great pachyderm. There was a pair of 
hippopotami in a large bath, both females, which were 
born in Antwerp. They were presented by M. Conrad. 
'Binding' arrived when quite young, and soon de
veloped into a great mass of flesh and fat; and when
ever 'Elizabeth ' opens her mouth wide, everybody 
falls backwards in astonishment. 

In another enclosure are two American tapirs. We 
next come to a really imposing and lofty bird-of-prey 
aviary of very large proportions, and then to the bear 
castle, with ivy running all over it. In a neighbouring 
tank are some green cormorants, perched on little 
rocks. Close by is a large enclosure for storks, cranes, 
stilts, gulls, herons, and flamingoes. 

The herons here, contrary to their usual habit, build 
their nests on the ground and rear young ones every 
year. These birds are allowed full liberty, for their 
wings are never cut, but they are, in spite of this, very 
punctual to meals . . One went away with the winter 
Inigration, but canle back at supper-time the following 
spring. ' H ere is to be seen the Goliath heron (ATdea 
goliath , rarely seen in confinement. 

W e now come to the antelope house, which contains 
quite a large herd of black buck. I count d t n of 
thes animals in one enclosure, including two ounlS 
ones. There is an Ch'Yx leuc01'Yx , an 01"Y' b isa., a 
number of w'Lter-buck ,ny16ai, and sorn brindl d 'nu, 
which hav bred h r v tal tin1 s. Ther i n an a 
from th ~ 1 b s, born in th Ga l' n, and half-gr wn 

• 
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CHAPTER X 

ZOOL' )GICAL GARDEN, VIENNA: IN8P.ECT.)H, A. KRAUS 

THIS Garden, which belongs to the Emperor of Austt-ia, 
is situated in the grounds of the Emperor 's sunllner 
residence at Schonbrunn, an environ of Vienna. No 
one is perrnitted to take photographs in it. 

After passing through the palace-gates, turn to the 
right, and a short walk through beautifully kept 
gardens brings you to the Zoological Garden, in which 
there is a fine collection of animals and birds. The 
first cages are occupied by goats and sheep, forming a 
large representative collection. One black-and-white 
domestic-looking sheep, which I did not recognise, and 
which, unfortunately , had no name on its pen, was 
almost as high at the withers as a fallow buck. There 
was also a herd of the very curious, f~lt-tailed , white 
sheep with black heads from Somaliland. Keeping to 
the left, we encounter no less than three lion hous s, 
all well filled. Next comes a 1110nkey house, with 
large outside cages of novel construction. The ant -
lop houses have open- air paddocks clos by th 111 , 

into which the anin1als are driven throu h rail d- if 
pa sages. 

Th r wer nylgai, gnus, OI'Y u i a, and t h rar ly-
s 11 Ol'yx tdda.. On s Id n1 s s t h h It st 



ZOOLOGICAL GA RDEN, VI ENNA I73 

antelope in captivity. There are no fewer than eight 
different species of the genus bubalis, and they are 
amongst the lUOSt common of the antelopes of the 
plains. It is odd that they should be so seldorn 
captured. When on the open plains of North-east 
Africa, I saw hundreds upon hundreds of 'Swayne's 
hartebeest,' but so far no specin1en of this antelope has 
been seen alive in Europe. I n,ever saw any very 
young calves, and Iny theory is that the cows, when 
about to give birth, retreat either into very thick bush 
or SQ far away from all caravan-tracks that they are 
seldOlu encountered. Another common African animal 
never seen in captivity is the African rhinoceros, which 
is lnuch more plentiful than its cousin the Indian 
rhino, which, on the other hand, is frequently luet with 
in captivity. It is, however, difficult to feed young 
rhinos. A baby one requirt~s every day the luilk of at 
least fourteen goats in full milk. A good few are 
caught, but seldolu reach the coast alive, owing to 
underfeeding. You cannot overfeed an elephant or 
rhinoceros, and great cruelty is inflicted in SOlue 
Gardens on the Continent by underfeeding these large 
pachyderms, sorne of the elephants being wretchedly 
thin and emaciated. In one case an enonuous Indian 
elephant was receiving four pounds of wheat-cake only 
a day. No wonder he had turned into the savage 
brute he was, 

But to return to the Vienna Garden. Opposite to 
a duck-pond were SOlne beautifully built aviaries; in 
fact, all the houses in this Garden are good. Crane 
and ostrich pens follow, and then 'more aviaries for 
slualler birds of great number and variety . 

• 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 

GARDENS OF THE ZOOLOGIOAL SOOIETY, LONDON 

T HIS Zoological Society was formed in 1826, and Sir 
Stamford R affles was elected President, Mr. J o. eph 
S"abine Treasurer, and Mr. Nicholas Vigors Secretary. 
The sum of £5,000 was appropriated for the Gardens 
in Regent 's P ark , the plans of which, prepared by 
Decimus Burtoll, were approved. In 1828 the Gardens 
and a Museum vvere opened to the public on payment. 

The lllOSt important event of the year 1829 was the 
grant Oil March 27 of a charter to the Society by His 
Majesty King George IV. The Marquess of Lalls
downe, Mr. J oseph Sabine, and Mr. Nicholas Vigors 
were named in it as the first President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary respectively of the incorporated Society. 
More land vvas acquired north of the Garden ill 
Regent's Park, and a tunnel was built connecting the 
two gardens. The number of Fellows that year vvas 
1,528, and 189,9 13 people visited the Gardens. 

The principal works executed in 1830 were the 
laying out of the North Garden and the erection there 
of houses and sheds for deer, antelopes, zebras, ostriches, 
kangaroos, and swine. In the South Garden a pit 
with a pond was provided for the polar bear, and a 
den and pond were made for seals. . 

12 2 
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In 1837 H l' Mcj t y Qu n Vict l'ia 'i nifi d h r 
pI a ur to b corn P atI' n of t h Societ y, An 
orang-outang vva pUl'cha d for £ 100, nd a ca e wa ' 
put up for it. 

On June 19, 1839, a young male giraffe was born, 
the first recorded instance of this pecies breeding in 
captivity, but it died nine days after. 

On May 27, 1841 , a young male giraffe was born, 
the first ever reared in captivity. 

In 1843 a new carnivora terrace was completed. 
Jenny, the orang, died. 

'In 1844 a polar-bears' den and bath were erected. 
In 1846 the largest of the giraffes died , having been 

upwards of eleven years in confinement. 
In 1850 a young hippopotamus was presented to 

the Society by Abbas Pasha. . 
In 1851, by bequest from - the late President, the 

Earl of Derby, the Society acquired the herd of elands 
two lTIales and three females which was the origin of 

the Society's stock of this important animal. 
In 1852 I-Iis Royal Highness Prince Albert ,;vas 

President. The drainage of the Gardens, begun in 
1851 , was completed. A python house, a chimpanzee 
house, and an aquatic vivarium were made. A Iled 
River hog -was obtained. 

In 1854 the hippopotalTIus house, with a large bath 
and massive iron railings, was cOlTIpleted. The most 
important addition was the felnale hippopotamus, 
Adhela, presented by the Pasha of Egypt. The 
Society now possessed a pair of these huge pachyderms. 
These animals bred in 1872, and the female is still 
living 1902 in the Gardens. 
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In 1857 a collection of Himalayan phea ant arrived. 
I n 1859 Mr. now Dr. Philip Lutley Selater, M.A.., 

was elected secretary of the Society, and he still fills 
that onerous post with distinction to-day. 

In 1801 the deer sheds in the North Garden were 
rebuilt, and the larger antelopes were removed to the 
new house in the South Garden. Two eland fawns 
were born, Inaking a total of twenty since the beque t 
in 1851. On Decenlber 14 the Prince Consort, Presi
dent of the Society, died at Windsor. 

In 1862 Sir George Clark was elected President of 
the Society. A pheasantry and kangaroo sheds were 
built. 

In 1863 cattle-sheds and a ne"\v monkey house were 
constructed. 

In June, 1865, the first African elephant ever seen 
alive in England was received in exchange for an 
Indian rhinoceros frOlu the J ardin des Plantes, Pari. 
This was the famous Jumbo, and in Septmuber a female 
of the same species Alice was purcha ed. 

In 1866 a fire broke out in the giraffe house, which 
suffocated a female giraffe and her fawn. In th 
winter of 1866 a heavy snowstorm de tro) d the 
covering of the pheasantry. The birds n1any of "\vhich 
wm'e worth £50 each e caped into th park, but VI r 
mo tly recovered. 

In 1867 a YOUllt;,' mal wahu , bl'ou 'ht t Dun 
fi'om Davis Strait by a t am vI,l ' 1 l' v.,r' pUl'ch d 
but did not liv 10110' . 

Tl li t of cl nOl', in 1 6 w·~ 1 n ' 'nd w'), h' d 
by tl Pl'inc of W 1 ' '111 1 th Duk f E Enbul' ,h. 
All Afl'ican two-h l'll d l'binoc l' c lU' d in Upper 


