. ‘- : = - 5 Il- ] -. .- o o :. ‘h .I::_ ) I - . r:
L ¥ - -.' ..-.- .' .- '.' . h.-. -. :: 11
P == P T P E _|_
"F“h ' P"ﬂﬂ:‘._—--ﬂ—- “r:‘ i . .'_' -~
TR AR ] W L :-'mim; b E
LAY k] ’l 1ad ko
! T NN s UITE

11 JOURNAL OF THE CALCUTTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY i




BENTEE - Fsy Ve PR

LR R

TUILLLRAD fleslvall=~ K &
| EFPPI P EITWITr TN ToVol [ 1 [ BT T | I L 1

1 lien [P} P [ [



@William FHodges, R 4., in Endia.

ROM the notice of Willinm Hodges given in the Distivnary of Natienal
Eiography we learn that he was born in Lendon {1744 in very humble
circumstances,  He was the only child of » smith, wha kept a small ghap in
St. Jamer's Market [the site of which is now covered by the Criterion
Rostnucant, the contigwous part of Lower Regent Street, and the houses to
the west of this, hetween Jermyn Strest and Piceadilly Ciecua).  The bay
managed & acguire some knowledge of drawing while employed to run
errands for Shipley's drawing achool, in the Strand; and. his aldlity having
been noticed by Richard Wilson, R.A.. that artist took him ax & pupil
el nasistmrt.  Adter lesving Wilsen, Hedges spent some time, fist o
lLeandon and then at Derby, where he didd same seene-painting for the lacal
theatre,  He had now found his legs as & painter, and Betwsen (766 ond
1772 he exhibited pictures st the 3aciety of Adtists.  Mext he ohtuined e
past of droughtsman te the accend expedition 1o the Soath Seas usce
Captain Cook, which occupied him ungil 1775; and after his retorn fi-
employment was continued For some time by the Admiealty to fGnish e
drawings and siperintend the sagraving of them for the publishod aceaun
af the voyage, In 1776 and the following wear ho sont gactuces i e
evhibitions of the Roval Academy. Ewidently, however, he found his
prafecsion insuficiently locrative: and, hoving last bis Bt wile, whemn b
hod macried in 1776 (1), he determined to try his fortune an Indie, Cn
E'a:h Ell_'lui:.f.r. |1F7TE tl'H: D‘i":tnru pave .'“I'll rll"'rhl:miml [T |!||t'||!.—\-|"':| tov thae
country as n peintec: and o manth bater Jomes Stoact, of Leweat o0 Squore,
snel Jehn Whitmore, of Baolt Cowrt. Flest Street. wens accepted as his
:lrl.:urll.'il.:x ) £|.ﬂ{|{'.

By what ship Haodpes went o | have ot sacceeded in discovering:
hut he soems ta have reached Madrss ey in 1780, Tar the st al inhalitanis
al that place, deted 28th Februnry in that yvesr, gives | TB0 ax the e al
hiz srrival,  ¥lacdina self affording: few subjects [or his beosl, loe glowmesd
an ecxcuraion into the interder.  In this he was disappointed by Hyder Al's
aucden irmption inte the Campatic: and after waiting some e and finding
ro likehbosd of the war censing. he mmbarked in Febauary, 1781 for Benpal
with the idea af retozning to England. Hia chicf rensan for deciding 1o
qro hame acems be have heen that his health hod begun e faal. Hawever,
a short stay in Caleutn proved so beneficin] in this respect thet he chanped
his mind and remained: indiced thereto partly by the {act thet ke hod found

11 Modges wir ssarrked fiea, un Blik Moy, 17706, ca Mise Marika Negdn, wha sl b ghike
bl within o ywar; secend, o0 16ih e, 172k, 1o Miss Ladin Wrighs @ sl abdal, ve Sigs
Carr, who was ' much beloved reul peoiesd Ly Houney.™ by bis ibied wile, who Jdicd sboeily
aluer him, by hnd e children.



2 BENGAL: PAST AND PRESENT.

waem friends in Thomas Henry Davies, the Advocate-General, snd in
Warren Hastings, te whom he brought a letter of introduction from Jobn
Macpherson (2).  Dureng the rest of Hadg:ﬁ' atay in Indin the Gavernae-
Ceneral praved at once a steady supporter and a munificent patron.

The arbigl certainly mode the wimest use of sl the opportunities
afferded him.  In Agpril, 1781 be went by way aof Munhidabed to Monghyr;
ame this excursion. besides introducing him st Bhegalpur o Auguastus
Cleveland [with whom he stayed for some time), gave full employment to
hiz busy pensil.  Seen sfter hin regdmn to Calcutta, Hastings e2t out on his
memorsble journey 10 Benares, and Hodges waz asllowed to meke one of
the party.  He shared in the fight to Chunar that followed the outbreak
at Bennres: and he seturned to that city with the Gaverner-Genesal st the
end of September.  The party guitted Benares towards the close of the year
antd reached Bhogalpur sarly in Januser, | 782 There the painter tock
leave of Hastings, and remained for four months with Cleveland, =xploring
the country round and peinting diligently, Cleveland patromised the antist
ar laviehly as Hastings himsell; and when, after his premature death, his

eflects were sald in Calewnia, ne less than twenly-one paintings by Hodges
wers incloded (3.

Fladgese retirmed ta Calcutkn m the middle of May, 1782, There the
hest cawsed a fever. which incapecitated him for & time, and it was not
il the cold wenther came that he recovered sufficiently to resume his
pecupation.  He then obtained permimion to procesd 1o Agra and Delhi,
an opEoarkimaty -:!ﬂ'frtnq.: |'.l:r resaon of the d:ﬂpu.ll:h af Mli’ﬂﬂ' Browne on a
mession bo Ylirza Shafi Khan, the Emperors chiel miniates,  Fraem the letger
gquoted later it would seem that Hodges was given what he calls a salary
during thes journey; but no informetion on this point hes been discovered in
the iecords. He travelled by way of Bensrss, Allahabnd, Cawnpaore and
Liscknow 1o Etawa, where he joined Major Browne's party. The Khan was
found in the neighbourhood of Agra: and during the time spent by Browne
in conference with him, Hodges explored the sarrounding countey and made
many sketches. F:il:u:]ing that na opportunity was |i.'|-ee|:|.- to accoe af wimbing
[elhi. the painter left Browne towsrde the end of April and proceadsd to
Cowalior. where he met David Anderson and his brother James, sngaged in
negotinting with Sindia  The Andersons were already scguninted  with
Hedges, far they had been in Hastings' suite st Benares. and they now treated
him with great kindnes=s. He was, however, suffering from the reaulis of
expoatre to the =un and. after remaining ten daye at Gwalior, he continged
hiz jourmey te Lucknaw, where Colonel Cland Martin toak him into his

1] Sypadney O Urier, Letters af Warrem Hasbivigs de s Wife, po EEL

] S advertsenigrs in 1 Cafcunia Gagetie of Mibh Janusry, 1TH. whem dhey are desaitied
i fellowe i—"" BLIIl and Lihe of Tere; Hill Munder | Moy Jema wawstsll; Bejr Gur; Hag
mahal ; Peer Pahor Hill. Musghpr , Mosghye For: Jelangdn For) Sichergelly ; another wew
ul the game place; Dadea Hullah , Byjenatl or Deo (Gur) Becks In Jongeerry o Bhogulpors
Sp@ah and Musque | Tomb and Feenl vew of Rapsiahal Elills; a Dirgah; L [enghierry;
Hill o Ture; a Hoaysi Tree: Liake Jusglebprry omd o ihiedersliom ; Bhagulpore House,

digiant wiev:."™



WILLIAM HONDGES, R.A., IN INDIA. 3

hewse and mursed and doctored him back 1o health.  Quitting his kind host
in the middle of July, the artist proceeded to Benares, Buza:r (whence ke
made an ezcurman to Sassram to sketch the mausoleum of Sher Shahk), and
Bhagalpur. At that place, 1o his groat grief, he found Cleveland suffering
fram the illness which proved fatal a few montha later. Hodges himaelf
remched Caleutss on 24tk Septeember, 1783, nflter an abaernce of nine and
» hall months.

He now :gn:rmpl‘“:d a atill more ambitioos projeck, nu.meh-, an ox
pechitien right across Indin to Surni: bt ke Found theg the expenie of auch
s journey would be beyond his mesns snd =0 the idea was given up.  He
decided 1o return to England. A possage was secured in the Worcester,
which was 1o carry home  Sie Elijnfh. Impey and his family. Hodges
ombarked nt Kalpn on 260h Movember: Impey came on bosrd lowsr down
the river on 7th Diecember; aod the wemzl sailed from Sagar Rosds two
days later.  She reached the Downe on [ Oth June. | 784,

Befare guitting Calourta, Hodges addressed the following letter to the
Coovernar-Genernl (4] 20—

Hos'nee Sen,

Mg the pime approaches on which | have hxed far my depariure o
Europe, | cannot be so ness leaving this country without tendes-
ing you my humble bt most aincere acknawlodgementa and thanks
far the honor which you have dome me and the Aattering.
e well an very uwesful encoursgement which you hsve afforded
me in my profession as & painter. It has been, and i= in the good
fartune of gentlemen who have come (o Bemgal and could be an
any shape instrumental in improving the sets which have ndvanced
the Eng;linh nation 0 oo summit of partecular distametion Amang
the atates in Eum-pr., te receive the honor af watr pulrapage and
sit=ntion: bat the fevour which you keve shews me [ond hu.'pmr
should | be, eould | be biought te sppese mysell decerving] has
bean particularly distinguighed. | have ales the henar ta be muoch
indebted to the gentlemen of the Counctl for their employment of
my paoor service &t your recommendation in the Dpper Provinees
I have been rewarded for these services in & very satisfrctary
degree by the ¢radit of their protection nnd the salary which they
were pleased to sllot me: and | wish not 1o leawe Bengal without
tendering some froits of my labar te the Company. | cannot da
s anoa manner more pleasing or creditable to myaelf than in soli-
citing your permizsion, Hon'ble Sir, to make the tendsr th““-'-ﬁh
vou; end wnder & bope that you will grant it, | take the liberty to
sequieal that you will do me the honor of presenting to the Council,
far transmission to the Company by ene of the ships of this FoRr,
five scenea of ]'!I|lr¢ﬂ which have nat yet been represcoted by any
l-rlll-l wlm Iu: travelled to thvul part of Iudm a wiew of the Fact

18} Meagnl Fuhllt' 'l.'“-'-fllull'nlur\-l ]Blh Hmm‘b-u' it
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af Agrn from the northward: & view of Agra from southward:
aof the gate af the to tomb of Akbar: of the Fort of Gaalies:
snd of the palase of the Nabob ot Leckrow. | have, st

W, Hopces,
CALCUTTA,
Fath Novewmber, [T,

The offer war accepted, and srders were given that the pictures should
be sent heme in the Rodner and that the artist himeelf shauld be recom-
mended to the Dieectars in the et general lotter.  The latter intention waa
npgrarently  forgotten, or else abandoned om  reconsideration: bur  the
Campany was somehow made aware of the gift, possibly by 8 peivere letter
from the Governor-General.  Among the Company’'s home correspandence
we bnd o lettes, dated 22ad June, 1784, addressed to the Commismoners of
the Custome, referring to the pictures ns intended to be hupg in the Eas
Indin Hous:, and bognng thet they should be allowed to pass Free of duty
Tﬂ thin sfguesl n refusal was lrl:l.rmud.', whmupun the C-u-rnpa'n.].' made an
appeal to the Treasury (14th July).  The appleation was referred by the
lntter ta the Custorms Commissioners, who in reply said that they saw no
reapon why the Duty should e excused; and in this view the Loards of the
Treanury (21Augest) concurced{3]. Mo fucther allusion to the matter has
Loen traced in the records; but it seems certain that the pictures were neves
hung at the Esst India House, and =0 we must conclude that the aimgany
refuned g0 pay the duty and left them to their fate.  Ta some extent this may
hove been dus to pigue: though possibly apother resssn was thee the
isectors were at the time sc short of cesh that they had made repeated
applications 10 the Treasury for permision to defer the payment of the
large swms due ta the Government for customs.  These requests bad been
granted: but it may have heen thooght st the Esst [ndia Howse. that it waonld
not loak well in the circumatances to pay even the amall amount due on the
pictures while pleading want of means o meet the Company's linkility on
ite ordinary teade impaorts.

We must now resume the siary of Hodges' career. [t has been allege:d
thet he browght back o fortume fram India.  OF this. however. | fnd na
evidence, It ssems unlikely that kis paintings had been in so muech demand
ns te leavs moch of » surplus when his expenses [incleding his passuge
home] had been paid: and soch indientions as there are tend to show that
the rest af hin life wae more or less of & stroggle to make a Hvelihood.
He entered on it bravely enough, and kept it up with indomitable spirt
He married fer the secand time (only once ngnin to lose his wile after a VErY
short time] and settled in Queen Strect. Mayfair. He then projected the
pablication of o series af engravings in aguatint by himself fram the sketch=s
be had breught beck. These were te form two series of twenty-four

(6] Treasury Minutes a5 che Pubiic Record Office,  Vils, 55 ned 50
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plates each. to be issu=d {with letter-prem) in gusrterly paris of four each
at 3a. & part. The whole work coat £18 uebaupd, er £20 bound. Upen
kis application the Directors {22 Dee, [783) allowed the work 1o be
dedicated to the Enst India Company and srdscribed for forty eots. Hodges
wai ales buaily engaged in making picidres B oils from the same sketches.
and between 1785 and | 766 he exhibited at the Roval Academy. besides
ather works, no less than twenty-awo Indian views, following up these with
farr mare at the exhibition of 1794, He had been clected an Assaciate
of the Seadeny in | 7RG and o full B, A, theee yesrs later.  That Sir Joshus
Reynalds thought well of his work is shown by a letter from him 1o the Duke
of Rutland, of 20 August, 1786 (6], The Duke, whe was then Loed
Licutenant of lreland. had expressed n owish that Williase Marlaw, the
foshionable pointer of landecapes and country seats, would coame ouer 1
Dublin,  Reynolde replied that Maslow bhad ™ quitted business ' pnd he
went on bo say: | have met lately with & painter of ]l.rl.dll:i.pt and binldings
that | ehink ezcclls Marlow—Mr, Hodges. swho went the et [sic] vapage
of Capt, Cook and has since been in the Enst Indies.  He is now desirous
of seeing Ireland. and would emback immediotely if he wos sere of Yous
Ceace's protection, He i a very inleﬂig::nl and Enpenious artist and pros
duced, [ thick, the hest landskips in the last exhibition, which were taken
From drawings which he made in the Enst Indies,”

Ap shown by this letter, Hﬂ&:ﬁ'ﬂ wae alwavs ready to embrace an
opportunity of aeeing fresh counteies.  Abaut 1790 he made a taue an the
Continent, in the course of which he wisited St. Petersburg,  After this he
turmed his attention to writing an sccount of his experiences in the East,
which was published enrly in | 793, under the title of Tratals in Tnia,
fr8i-af.  The work, which, apnrt from its personsl detsils, is inleresting
ns an sccount of the country at the period with which it deals, is written with
sich modesty and good taste as to give n very favourable impression of the
authar; and ind=ed he must have had o winning personality e secisre. as he
seems to bave done, the warm regnrd of almsest evervone be met, As
illusteatiang, he reproduced hRfteen of his ewn pictures, thawgh this time
he took no part in the engraving of them.  Eight of thess pictures belonged
at the time to Warren Hastings.  When the latter seld his house in Park Lane.
hle sent eleven of Modges' paintings to Christie’s for sale, snd waa much
disnppointed that they fetched enly £125, docloring that ke would have
]:-urr_:t them rather than let them go at sueh a price.  Others he evidently
rﬂl|hu-r]. Fvu-T I‘Jl-t:i: were H-u:ll. at l}-.ylu;-qud at the tam= of ]1_']. dl;-||1.

The rest of the story may be briefly told. Hodges mastied for s thind
time with the result that he soon had five children 1o provide for.  Despite
h_-l.l diligence, he ewidently found it dificult to make » living by his profes.
sion; and in 1795 ke sbandoned it seld off his stock, mnd seteled st
Dartmouth, where with some associates e opened & bank.  This came to grief

®) Foameenth Repoet of the listerize] M35, Cammission, p. 380
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(7) and scon after its Failare Hodges died st Brizham (6th March, 1797).
Within & short time his wife followed ham, lesving the children in poverty.
Her brother, uwpen whom the care of them develved, wrote te Hastings,
begging him to assist by buying e drawings from which Hodges had made
the pictures Haatings had pur’ *ved.  With his usisl genoresity Hastings
complied, and alse showed k'ndnesa to the fomily in other waye (8).
It may have besn at him instance that & Madras cadstship was given to one
&l the ehildeen, Henry William {born Bth Movember, 1788}, The wouth
went 1o Madeas i 1807, and ten years later we find him taking part in the
Findari War, On the annexation of Khandesh he was appointed Aussistan:
Caollectar of that district, and this employment he retaned for thirteen yesca.
After furlough to England he returned ta Madess in October, 1832, and
was made private sscretury 1o the Gov [Sir Frederick Adam] : but two
maonths later he schtained the sppointment of Goverameont Agent at Chepnuk
and Paymaster of Carnatic Stipends,  He returned to England in 1B36 [by
whizh time he had reached the rank of lirutenent-colonsl], retired two
venrs later, and died st Aix:la-Chapelle on |9 Ccrober. 1845,

Conmidering what a prabific artist he was, it saeemas sirange that com-
paratively few pictuees by Hodges are to be found in public collectians.
Meither the Mational Callery nar the Tate Gallery pomsessss n gpecimen of
his work. In the Diploms Gallery of the Royal Academy may be seen
hiz " View of the CGhouts at Benaess; " the India Ofice has apother view at
Benare:, pur:h-uuzd in 1904: and the Government of India one of the Taj
Yishal. thouwgh how thie was scguired does not seem to be known (9], At
Sir John Soanc’s Museum in Lincaln's Inn Fields theee are twe deawings in
body colour by Hodpee, one representing a side view of the mosque at
Fatzhpur Sikri. and the ather & waisr pavilion mear Agra,  The Admiraliy
posscases some of his odginal sketches made during hin vovage with Cook
ungd twa mare are in the Print Department of the Botish Mussum: while a
waler colaour dru.wim; of & raned 'pqu.-r:e sk Madurs ks im the Soush Kenstngian
Mussum.

Aa we have seen, the stery of William Hodges 5 one of comparative
failure.  Hin tolents were limited. Portrait painting I;I:h: mrecEl  |srative
branch of the artl wis apparently bevond his reach, and the landecapes to
which he was chliged in the mein to confine himsslf were in emall demand
Hia pactures are well composed and the colouring in good: but they cannot
be =nid to be of tronscendent merit,  Lord Valentia, in his Trovels, com-
ments severely upon their inaccuracy: amd it must be confessed that the
painier seems to have been more concerned to make s plessing compoaition
than to copy cxactly the scene he professed to portray.  In this, however,
he was by mo means singulsr, for the same Bceusation might be braughi
agmnst the great Turner, Hie visit to Indin was the outstanding svent ot
Hedges' career.  He travelled much more widely in that country than any

154 Zep Exiract Brom ihe Faringius Diary | given ne on Appeadiz on TR
(8] Spdimy (. Grier. of. cil., p. LEL
(] This piclure in now ar Viceregad Lodyge, Dethi.



APPENDIX.

THE DEATH OF HODGES

By way aof pendant te 3ir William Foster's interesting article, we re-
praoduce sn extract from the D-'u.rr af Jeseph Ft-ringtau, B.A.. in which
an sccount in given of the tramsactions in connexion with the bank at
Dartrnouth which ended in the denth of Hodgea, The Dy, Gestton who is
referred to has been identified an Ceorge Gretton. Rector of Hensor in
"Hl.-l':l:;ﬂu:i'mrnthlre and Dean of Windsor from 1809 until his death in 1520,

" Movember |7, 1806=—[Dr. Gretton] complained muck of the great
laea He had sustsined by Hiz Brother whe was connected with Hedges in
a Bank which they set up at Dartmouth. He said His Brother had great
zhilitien Far Hia profesmion but had become drumken & depraved.  Adftes
the death of Hodges He allowed His Brather £200 a vear to maintain Bl
so as to enshle him to proceed in his profession as an Attoroey sfter the
Bank hed stopped; but sll His wishes were frustiated by the hebits He
kad ndopted.—& He now allowed Him o pittance regesdless of what may
becoms af Him—He spoke of Hodges with grent bittesness, saying that He
had neither religion or principies: that he was o swindler and n cheat.—He
ad. His Brother unfortunaiely becnme acousinied with Hodges in the
fallewing mannes —

John Carr, brather [in law] toe Mr. Hodges, had been placed with an
Atterney in London of the name of Pegh, whe proved to be a Bimsy onn,
% in other respects such, as te couse Hedges to be disatisfied with Him,
At that time Dr. Gretton bad a living st Dartmouth, & Fis Brothe: was
eatnlslished there as on Attorney.

" Hodges prevailed upon the Docter to induce His Brother to take
lohn Care to be His clerk, which cassed an intercourse between Hodges &
H-m. and the former made & ;p'm'pnld to 'L'|1.-¢ |lug.-|- te set up & Bank =t
Lrartmouth and shewed to the lstter Deeds not worth six pence to prove that
He was worth £12,000, all of which He ofered 1o lodge as 5 foundation to
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