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VIII.—Proceedings of the Asiatic Society.

Wednseday Euvening, the 4th November, 18335,

Captain Pemsertox, Senior Member present, in the chair.

The Hon’ble Sir Bexsany Margmw, Kt., and Caarnes Hay CaMERon,
E&q., proposed at the last meeting, were ballotted for, and unanimously
elected Members of the Society.

Rend a letter from Lient. W, C. Bager, acknowledging his election
as a member.

Read a letter from Tromas Diexexsow, Fsq., Secretary Bombay Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Bociety, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the
Index to the Asintic Researches.

Read a letter from Crances Kowie, Esq. Foreign Secretary to the Royal
SBociety of London, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of M. Csoxa pe
Konros's Tibetan Grammar and Dictionary.

Library.

The following books were presented:

Froceedings of the Geological Society of London, No. 39—y the Sociefy.

Madras Jownal of Literature and Science, No. 9, October 1835—dy fhe
Madras Literary Sociefy.

A Treatise on the manufacture of Saltpetre, deseriptive of the operations and

proper plans lo be used for the manufacture of Culmee and Cooteah—by Mr, J.
Sfephenson, and presented by him,

The Indian Journal of Medical Science, No. 23—&y fhe Editors.
Meteorological Register for September, 1835—by the Survepor General,

The following books were received from the Oriental Translation
Fund:

The Chronicles of Rabbi Joseph Ben Joshua Bea Meir, the Sphardi. Trans-
lated from the Hebrew by €, H. F. Bialfoblofzly, vol. I,

Migeellaneous Translations from Oriental languages, vol, 2nd.

Les Aventures De Kamrap, par M. Garcin De Tasary,

Harivansa, or Histoire de la Famille de Hari, part lst—By M. 4. Langloir.

Ethiopic IMidascalia, or the Ethiopic version of the Apostolic Constitutions
received in the Church of Abyssinia, with an Eopglish translation—ky Themas
Pell Plat, Esq., F. 4. 8.

Nipon o Il itsi Ran, ou Annales des Empereurs du Japon, 1 vol.—dy M, J.
Klaprath.

Larduer's Cabinet Cyelopedia, Swaingon's Animals,

A piece of ancient Hindu Sculpture, representing a female (goddess),
with a child, walking, dug up in the ruing of Canouj, was presented by
Colonel Sracy.,

Literary.

Read a letter from W, H. Macwacuarex, Esq., Secretary to Govern-
ment, Political Department, forwarding on behalf of the Honorable the
Governor General of India in Council, a copy of notes taken by Captain
Wapg, relative to the t.EI‘I‘itﬂ-l‘_',f af Iskardoh, and of his currespmu];ence
with the roler of that country,

A memoir on the mountain tribes, on the extreme N. E. frontier of
Bengal, by J. McCozn, Civil Assistant Surgeon at Goalparah—presenied
by the Author.

Extracts from both these papers were read,

- Physical,
The following extract of a private letter from Captain Cavriey to the

Becretary was read, noticing the discovery of further fossils in vast quan.
tity in the Bewilik range,
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A trip to the Sewiliks, near the Pinjore valley, lately, has introduced us to the
Anoplotherium ' in a perfect line of 3ix molars on one zide, and four ditto in the other
gide of npper jaw, I say Awoplotherinm, for the vear molars have the distinguishing
mark in the insulated mamilla pointed out by Cuviert, as that which distinguishes
the Avopletherinm from the Palmotherinm, althongh the position of the molar bone,
part of which is distinguishnble, appears to differ from that of the former animal,
and pives it a greater resemblance to the Paleotheriom ; this is a beautiful fogsil,
and dug vwf ; but [ must give you a history of the last weck.

H 1 bad to visit Didupur oo canal maticers, and found both BAke® and DURAND
a5 pager as mysell for o short exeursion into the Sewiliks ; and as all our partics
were ouat, we determined on visiting those most westerly, who were working
at a viliage calicd Mogiopund (o common pame apparcotls) in the Hamgurk dis-
trict, about 50 miles W. of Diddopur : our route teok us through Sidaura,
Narningurh, Mir ki Gurhi, Ramgnrh, to the villape of Moginund, which lies in
a nook of these little hills, openonly on the west: here we remained three days,
returning ko Dédupur by regular marches, and visiting Khet Plrali, another
little, village elose under the hills on  oor way, asnear this village is 2 stratom
of a clay eonglomerate, or marl full of testaceous remaios chiclly Bivalves (varie-
ties of Unio,) reptiles, and fish; of the fermer, you have alvendy specimens, and
with the latter, vou shall be provided in due course, The country on this route was
open and well ealtivated, vice in great abundance, and cultivation of all sorts up (o
the foot of the hills, These hills differ much in appearance from those between the
Jamna and Ganges ; the abruptly searped precipices, and mural ¢liffs, with the huge
atrata of shingle, are here replaced by a comparatively low series of undulating hills,
conzisting of an cternel succession of sands and clays; with here and there beds of a
coarse sandstone, or fine shingle congplomerate, accessible at all poists excepling
thoze where slips have taken plaee, aod free from jongle and high veretation, exeept-
ing n hollows, aond the lines of ravioes gkirting the tributaries to the main outlets
of drainage.

¥ The hills were covered with fossils like all the others (how they could have
escaped observation before, must rémain a sonrce of wonder)., Mastodons and
hippopotamus’s remains looking one in the face at every step ! Among=zt the remains
collected were those of the raf and poreupine, too perfect to admit of any doubt. The
gpecimens of each eonsisting of the palofe, with the two lines of molers 1S Although
three days at this place, and superintending my digging parties, I must confess my
inahility to decide strictly whether we were working in a sfrafum or in debris : this
may appear strange to a person whe has beeo uoaceuztomed to examing and decide
on the position of strata, but will be understood and appreciated I imagine by any
one who has bad his attention steietly brought to bear upon the point. Shrubs,
inegualities of gurfoce, ravines, et hoe genus omne, all aod each of them hattling
every inch! I am however inclived to consider that we had both, and that we were
working in both a soft sandstone stratum, and also in & superficial coating of debris.
A preat number of perfect hones, the whole sertes of a leg for instance; jaw bones,
and other remaing were fairly found and dug out from the rock ; ak other places, huge
masses of hard rock were found imbedided in the softer rock or soil, the said masses
consisting in most cases of aprlutinated bones : the shape of these masses give an
appearance of their having fallen formerly from some parest vock, and being now
found as debris ; but the circumstance of finding the connected joints of animals is
altorether in favor of the exeavation being in the stratum in which they were ori-
E'mai]}' deposited. The guestion does not appear to me of much consequence, 45 the

ones are not rounded by attrition, and are as sharp and perfect in their form and
outline, az when belonging to the living ausimal, although frequently broken, and
jammed together, as would be the case in a skeleton or a mass of bones being forced
;.nge'rr:]htr in an upheavement of the country upon which or in which they were col-
ek,

1 mav remirk that onr exeavation was not on the outcrop of the strata, but in
the slope, and the working parties were suceessful in their operations at many points
on the whole surface of that side of the mountain, This deposit appears to be alto-
pether wanting in the mastodons, reptiles; and hippopotami : the remaing at prezent
dug ont eonsizst of portions of anoplotheriom or palmotherinm, rhinoceros, hog,
horse, ruminants of the most gigantic dimensions, with those of the smaller classes,
earnivora, hymns, eaniz, tiper (or lion), aod & small species of a feline animal, & very
perfect eraninm of which iz in the possession of Licuts. DvRanp and BAxer. Many

# This fossil is cither the Anoplotherium, or & mew variety of the Palmotherium, and i it was
nat for the insulated mamills, refeerred fo, ke classification amongst the lattes ra woubd, 1
guspect, e undoubtedly corrést.  The discovery of more perfect remaing of (he d, will seiLie
this point ai ongce, :

t Volwine ik, p. 20, Oesomens foesiles,
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of the bones of theze animals are coming out perfect, and some have been found, as I
beforementioned, in connected joints !

OWith reference to the Sivatherinm, I repretted muach my inability to obiain
the dimensioos of one of the most superh fossils, [ suppose that ever was found
it was unfortunately discovered and excavated by a party of work-people rme-
ploved by a gentleman with whom I was uweacquainted, and althongh 1 zaw the
foszil when in the rock, I waz prevested from getting the measuréments after-
wards. This specimen consisted of the femuor and tibia, with the tarsul, metas
tarsal, and phalanges of coe of these gigantic ruminants that time anl patience
will and must introduee vz to ! To the bones of all the animals discovered, there are
differences from those of their existing congeners that will he pointed out hereafter ;
it may be sufficient here to advert to the fact, The teeth that are found at this spot
are beantifully perfect, and from the softness of the matrix or rock in which they
are imbedded, sasily cleared and exhibited., There ia an evident grouping of animnls
thronrhout | The ippopotami, mastodons, &e, which in some lvealities are in such
ahundpanw, arg im others wanting ; their place being occupied by carnivora, romin-
auts, &c. The testaceons remains as yet found bhave been accompanied by reptiles
and fizsh. We have in fact an extended tract of country upheaved, and the differeat
groups as might be expected in their natural habitats '] It is hardly a month sinee
I attempted, in a note on the Gavial of these hills, to enumerate the probable propor-
tions of animals that existed on this tract! During this short period, we have added
another family, Rodentia, to our eatalogue, and another genuz of the Pachydermata,
besides the splendid additions to our former list in the further elucidation of those
already found, in the discovery of more perfect specimens of bone, especially of the
horse, rhinoeerns, and the larger ruminants 11 You will join with me in an excla-
mitkion, which has hesn upon my lips, day after day, since the discovery of the first
fragment of bone—* What shall we have next 7 ™'

1. A small, but eplendid, collection of stuffed hirds, presented by
Captain PEMBERTON.

As they were received only the same morning, the Curator deferred hiz report until
the next meeting.

2, A species of Pleromys, presented by Captain Davinson, from Goal-
parah, Assam.

3. A collection of Mammalia and Birds from Goalparah, Assam,
presented by Dr. McCosn. The collection consists of the following
specimens :
Mammalia.
1.—Mungusfa Mongoz.
2i—Pleroniys.
3.—Muzchne Memina,

4. —Moschus Meming—(Skeleton).
Birds.

1.—Alcede Bengalensis,

3 — Dierarns Coralfescens.

3. —Turdus Saluaris,

4. —Oriolns Melanocephalns.,

§.—Eudynamys Orienfalis,

h.— Brcerns Honirai.

7 o—Bnceroy Mualabaricus.

B.—Garrulus Bengalensis.

9. — Polypleitron Hardwickii.
10.—Phasizaus Fallug—2 male and 1 female specimens.
11.—Phaosianue Lineatus.
12.—Gallinale Porphyris.

15. —Fuligula Caryophyllacea.

The Bucerss Homrai ia considerably larger than the ome described by Mr.
Hopozox in the 2nd part, 1Bth vol. Researches of the Asiatic Society. From tip
of the bill to tip of the tail, Dr. McCosn's specimen measures five feet two
inches ; that of Mr. Honsson's is only foor feet 54 inches in length : and by
comparing the bill and casgue with two of the Nipal bird, in the cabinet of the
Curator, the inferior size of the Iatter is very apparent. There is, belonging to
Captain PemBerTON, 8 specimen now upon the table, of the hill and casgue of
the same bird, from Chittagong, even larger insize than that from Assam.—Cug.
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