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CHAPTER 1X.
BARODA ~(Continura)

The Highor—Fight between Elephants, Rhingooroses, Boffaloss, & —The Wrestlera—The
Nuecki-ks-kousti. —Tha Disclliging Astrelogers.—A Misdventare—The Royal Traln—
Antelops Huanting—Leopands for Hunting Porposes—" Fig-sticking."—Thes OGuicowar's
Birthday,—Tiger Hunting—The Plaing of Gocjermt—A Night on & Tree—The Royal

mFOWARDS the end of June the rains pave us & little respite,
and the Guicowar availed himsalf of this break in the sesson
to commence the series of fites he had promised ! give ua
Thesa consisted of hunting-parties, tilting-matches, snd com-
bats. Every doy brought a new programme.

The Court of the Guicowars is the only one in India that
haa preuar'md down to the present time, the customs of the Middle Ages in their
primitive aplendour. The impoverishment of their estates hos compelled most of
the other rjabs to :Ieap-uii these great ceremonies of o considerable portion of
their former luxury, and amoogst some of the others English influence las
introduoed Eurvpean habits, higher objects, ond better tostes, Here this mixture
is never seen; everything bears the impress of the Hiodoo cbaracter, and displays
the originality of post times

The contests of athletes and animals are what the Guicowar prefers to all
other enterininments ; and he speods enormous sums upon them. O an ardent
and sopewhat troculent chamcber, be is passionately fond of these exciting and
eruel sports, in which the lives of men are cndangered. He pemonally super-
intends every arrnneeient that concerns them, and indulges in o liberality that
borders on extrovagnoee in their promotion. His parks contain numbers of
clephants, employel specinlly for combats; and mrely does a week elapas
without ong of these spectacles,  “The elepbant, which is in peneral an animal of
o maat pentle dispesition, can be brousht by a system of exciting nourishment to
8 stabe of meoe which the Indions enll musth. He then becomes furious, and
attncks whatever comes in his way, men oranimals, The males alone are capable
of becoming musthd, and, to bring them to this state, it is usually necessary to
food them with sugsar and butter for thres months.

The Guicowsr one doy informed me, with evident pood-hamour, that all
preparations hod Leen made, and on the morrow would be held the firsk combat
of elephants. We went to ses the two animals which were to fight, and upon
which many wagers had already been staked. These immense brutes wers loaded
with iron chains of considerabla weight, and shut ap separately in strongly fenced
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flight, and appears to be on the lock-out for soms unexpected attack. A door
opens, and 8 Mahratta horseman, lance in lend, and mounted on a beautiful
steed, enters the aren. Francing up to our baleony, he gracefully salutes the
king. I remark that the homsa lLes his tail cut very short, and I am told that
this is to prevent the elephant laying hold of him. The latter runs towards him
with his trunk raised aloft, in order to annihilate the oreature whom ha hates
most of all. He has, in fact, & peculiar aversion for the horse, which he manifesta
even in his gentlest moments, This third act of the combat is the most attractive.
The borse, sdmirably trained, does not stir, save by order of his rider; so that the
latter allows the elaplant almoat to touch him with his trunk before getting out
of his wny. He attacks the enormous besst with Lis lance, sometimes in front,
sometimes in flank, driving him into a paroxysm of rage. Buot even at this
moment the elephant displays his extracrdinary intelligenca. FPreténding to take
no notice of the horseman, he allows him to approach behind ; and, snddenly
turning round with astounding rapidity, he is on the point of seizing the horse,
who only saves himsalf by & desperata bound. At length the combat terminates ;
the horseman agnin salutes us aod- withdraws, and the pincer-bearers entar,
walecomed by the shouts of the erowd, to secure the elephant. Thess poor fellows
hava hard worlk of if, for the alephant charges tham, and thay have great difficulty
in bringing it to a stand-still. The king calls before him the fuse-bearer who
saved the life of the sitmari-wallah, and rewards him with a piece of figured stuff
and & purse of five hundred rupees.

Another sort of combat, though not so attractive nor on 8o grand a scals, is
not wanting in originality ; 1 mean rhinoceros-Bghts, The two animals are
chained at opposite extremities of the arema  Onpe is painted black, the other
red, in order that they may be distinguished, for otherwise they resemble each
other in every point. "When the company is assembled (I am describing a
scens of which I was a witoess), the two hidecus animals are let locse, and start
off in an ungainly trot, mising angry cries. They seem to have very bad wsight,
for they pass cne another several times without stopping; but at length they
meet, and attack each other fiercely. Horn against horn, they exchange passes,
aa though fencing with swords, until one succeeds in passing his horn beneath
the head of his antagonist, which is their vulnerabls spot. The animal, therefors,
who finds himsel! in this predicament suddenly turns, so that the point of the
enemy’s horn rests agninst his jaw-booe, instead of penetrating his throat. They
remain in this position, motionless, for some minutes, then separate, aud one of
them takes to flight For a whole hour the fight is many times renewed with
increasing fury ; their horns clashing together with a great nodse, their enormous
lipa covered with foam, and their foreheads stained with blood. Their atiendants
garround them, and throw buckets of water over them to refresh them, so that
they may sustain the combat At last the Guicowar orders a cessation of
hoatilities ; & fuse is employed to separate the comlatants; they are sscured,
sponged, and lad away.

In these beast-fights buffaloes also display & terrille degree of fury. Their
vast horns ere formidable weapons that repel the tiger himself, and their agility
makes them more dangerous than even the elephant. But the oddest of all
these contests was one I saw one day, in the Adghur at Barcds, between an ass
and an hyens, and—mwho would have thought it }—the ass gained the vietoryl
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The sight of the hyena filled him with sush rage that he immediataly attacked,
and, by dint of kicking snd biting, very soon disalled him. The wietor was
covered with garlands of fowers, end led off amid the cheers of the multitade.

EFTHOCEROE-FIONT AT BARGIN.

The Guicowar's possionata love of this kind of entsrtainment is not limited
to combats between animals of every description that can be trained for the
purpose. He also keeps at his court & perfect army of athletes, who are cele-
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brated throughout the whole of India. He, himsell, glories in belng a peblices,
or wrestler, and devotes himsell daily to this exerciss. Every morning, after
performing his ablutions, he goss oo to the termee and wrestles with one of his
pehlwans. Of consummate skill as an amateur, he is exceadingly jealous of his
powers, and wonld sssuredly be enraged if the wrestler allowed him to detect
the least mark of condescension at this game, The latter is therefore obliged to
strive frealy with the king, and nevertheloss, like a good courtier, to allow him
to claim the victory, These wrestlers are recruited in all the provinces of Indis,
but they come principally from the Punjaob and Travancore. Drought uwp from
their infancy in the profession, they attain an extraordinary development of
muscle. Their diet, their mode of living, and their dwellings are all regulated
by the king himsslf, who tenda them somewhat as he does his fighting buffalres
and elephants. The wreatling.day is always announced a long time beforehand ;
vary often the neighbouring mjshs send their pehlwans to compete; befs ars
frealy made, and great animation prevails throoghout the Court,

The first contest was held on the 1gth of July, and we went to the highur
to witnesa it. The king and hia courtiers had already arrived, and were seated
on ohairs round an arena strewn with sand, They were only waiting for us, and
we had searcely taken our seats when two men, halfl naked, formed like Herculea
himsolf, cnme forward to salute the king; then, taking up their position in the
centre of the circle, they frateronlly embraced, and closed with one another, The
rale at these wrestlings is, that one of the combatants is o throw the other on
his back on the ground, or at least to compel him to declars himseelf vanguished.
When, thersfors, ona holds the other donbled np under him and cannot succesd
in forcing him down, he twists his wrist and tries to break it; the other them
criea for quarter. But the ardour they import into thess games is such that very
frequently they prefer to bear the pain than to confess themselves beaten, and it
is necessary abruptly to put an end o the combat,

Another sort of combat, much more terrible than those already mentionsd,
and which is only to be seen nowadays at Barodn, is the Nueki-fue-koust, that ia
to say, “fight with claws” Here the combatants, olmost noked, but adorned
with crowns and gariands, tear each other with claws of horn.  These claws were
formerly of steel, and caused certain death to one or other of the combatants;
but they have been sbolished, as too barbarous for modern times, Those now in
use, are, a8 I have said, of horn, and are fixed on the closed fist with thongs, [
was only once present at & combat of this kind, for my heart was so moved by
the horrible spectacls that I refused to go again. The wrestlers, intoxieated
with ddng—liquid opium, mixed with an infusion of hemp—sing a8 they rush
upon one ancther; their faces and heads are soon coversd with blood, and their
frenzy knows no bounds, The king, with wild eyes and the veins of his neck
awollen, surveys the scene with such passionate excitement that he cannot remain
quist, but imitatea by geatures the movements of the wrestlers. Tho arena is
coversd with blocd ; the defeated combatant is carried off, sometimes in o dying
condition ; and the copgueror, the skin of his forelead hanging down in stripes,
prostrates himsell before the king, who places round his neck a necklace of fins
pearls, and covers him with garmentas of great valoe, One episode, moreover,
disgusted me to such a degres that, without any heed of the effect my sudden
departure might have upon the Ouicowar, I at once withdrew., One of the
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