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CHAPTER XIII.
Worr axp Srort,

APPY is the country which has no history ”; but

sinee such s country is more likely {0 founder than
L to flourisl, it is best to tako the remark with a
small modifieation, aud say that happy is the peried which
hes no histury, for otherwise a country without a history is u
country without existence. From [861 onwards till the very
close of Jung Babadur's life, the history of Nepal is abso-
lutely unhistorical in the sense in which *historicalness™ is
incompntible with bappiness. And henee the historian of
this perivd has to perform a task of the greateat diftioulty,
for comparatively speaking it is muoeh easier to write the
history of s “historical ™ period than to chrovicle the hum-
drum ocveurrences of a semi-histurical or unhistorieal apocl.
And this is the difficalty that now besots mu, as I proceed in
my aldempt o record the wneventful events of a period of
profvund pesce.

Towards the cloas of April 1861, u most gueer case was
brought Wure the Mshwaje for trisl, IL was a claim
aguniust his own father, brouglt by wue Lila Dhar, {for the
payment of & sum of Ra 2,300 said to have been lont to
Eazi Balner Singh 24 years ago! The man produced a
writteu bond in support of his claim.  Such a claim, made as
it was 80 many yoars after the death of the alleged debtor,
corried suspiviou on the face of it; and even otherwise was
unieuable on technienl gronnds of law, But the Mahorsjs,
disregarding every other oconsiderstion than that of the
honour of bis family, at oncs ordered the payment of twice
the prineipal smwoust, together with suy luturest that wight
e dus thereon, mlul:liuﬁug &t the rate of 10 par cand per
EE
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and position cunfirmed by his {ouching Lheir foreheads, and
g0 iuvosting thewn with whaet is called the feela or osste-
mark,

Wilh the advent of the cold weather in Novembor, Jung
Bubadu's passion for hunting began tu got pussession of him,
wo that during the secoud half of the mouth, he set himself to
winking his prepavalious for a shiler. OUrders were issued
for the repair of the reads along which he was to pass, and
for the storago of provisious at all the places where he was to
encamp. LThe old-lushioned, superunnmated fowdahs wnd
padz were replnced by fresh oues, wude on an improved
pattern, combimng the seversl advanisges of lightness,
beauty, durability, and eonvenienes of beiny folded up for
ease in trapsit.  On the 2nd of December, Te put his brother
KErighina Babadur i clurge of Lis current duties of the Staty,
and letl, Thapathalli the next duy, His departure from the
capital was o public oue, salules being fired, a militnry ex-
cort being Furnished, sl fogs and buntings being displayed.
Ho wwrched directly to Hitowrs, where 973 eluphants
weve in wailing for him  Here he held the suuual Panjui of
the oficers of the Elephant Departnent, promuting sowe,
dimmissing others, and tolevating the rest. And then the
ghikar proper began, with the shooting of seven stags at his
fral halting-place. The next was Vattha, where he shot his
first tiger, wnd then passed on to Thori, where he shob two
more, peneltating the jungles further and further, till he
wnddenly discovered a rhinoeorvs at the distanee of a tow
yards on his left. Snatching a ritle from the hands of one of
his attendants, he fived two shots in quick snceession, lwth
of which hit the brute, who, though stuuned sud dazed by
agony, made off, fullowed by the Malmraja on and on, 4ill,
unable to flea forther, he dropped down desd on ithe banlk
of a streans. The hemd was cut off and carvied to camp us
trophy.
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Ou the 12th of December, the party pitched camp at
Triboni, a place so nvmed from being situatod ut the vonflu-
ence of three rivers, the Norayani, the Rapti, and the Adld
Boni. The Maharojs halted here for tou days, during which
he shot six tigers ou land and one tremendouws alligator in
water. The place Dbeing au tmportant place of pilgriniage,
tho Ml‘.h.]l.l:l.l'l.l._j!l el Lis reveronee to it ]]}' mﬂkfng a gill of one
thousand cows to » Brahwan named Sheo  Prasad Upadhya,
Here ho alsy roceived o visit from the Rajo of Sakuui
Rammagar, to whom he presented u bosutiful EKhorassin
geimitar inlaid with torquoisos,

On the 22nd, he encampod at Bankala, shooting two
leopards and threo boars, aed on the woxt day arrived at
Parasi, whore fortone took o different twem, vevorsing the
ususl couvse of eventa in a shikar, for one of his hest aports-
mon wos here devoured by a tiger, who stolo upon him in his
a]l_nal':. The Mabaraj quitted the placo immedistely on
loarning ihe sad ovent, and mwoved on nest to the Tinun
jungles where, in (he brief space of cight hours, ho Killul
nine wild butfalocs, audthe low Niwars (smong whew butaloes!
flosh is considered u delivwey) hnd a jolly good feast of it.

Avriving al Bauki, lhe Mahnvuje was amosed at the
ehanged aspeet of the neighbouriug country, of which Lieuto-
nut-Colouu] Siddhiman was the Collertor, By his zeal and
industry, immense tracts of wasto land were broeght uwnder
oultivation, sod permanent arrangemenis were made about
irrigution, by the digging of ponds and ihe sinking of wells in
difforout purte of the land  In this way large tracls of barren
land were converted into smiling ficlds surronnded by pictar-
esque villages. And thus in s very shorl time, Baoki had
become the chief commmereinl condre of Western Nepal, and
the inhabitauts of the neighboarhood, who fwmerly traded
with Nanpars in British territury, wero abtructed to this now
business murt uearer howe.  Siddhiman was promoted to a
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Coloneley an the spat. On the 6th of January 1862, the
Maharaja paid a visit o the now  village foanded by Siddhi-
may, which he naned Siddhipor in bhosour of its onergetic
fonuder.

Hearing that a herd of wild olephants had becn
sighted at Rajghat, the Maharaje made his way thither, and
mmedindely ovdered a eirele of mon  and elephants to
strroniinl thu game, the while he waited for the areival of his
bost muets, Jung Prasad, Barebha, Sri Prasad, and Chandra
Prasad. He baggod lvur tigers us an interlude during this
period of waiting. The Maharaja was ao impatient that he
vould not sleep peacefnlly all that night, and frequently called
out to his attendants to know if any fresh news of the
surronnded herd had been Lrought by the scouts he had
deputed to bring him hoorly information of what was going
on. A magnificent pereh, capable of aseomnmodating 100 man,
was oroefod at a convoniout spot for the ladies to see the
paumo. Tt was not till the 28rd of Janunry that the hunt
could be soriously begnn.  The honting clephania wers
divided into two groups and led intn the centre of the
enclosure, 8o as v oceupy & position midwey between the two
herds. Chanden aud Sri Prasad were poated on the east to
face the wild chief of {he eastern herd, while Jung Prasad
and Barchha were placed vear the perch to encounter the
leader of the western lierd.  The plan war to ssparate the
herds from their leaders, and thon to capture a5 many of the
females and young ones as possible, leaving the two musts to
fight with Jung Prasad and his comrades The Maharajs
mounted his swiftest clepbant persounlly to lesd the western
division, others being put in command of the castern. The
pursuits on both sides commenced al 9 ax  After a shorl
time the western herd was seen plucking off twigs, with
their leader on the right, as if to guard them. The hunters
wplit thomselves inbto three parties and, yelling like fends,

I.T,
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sitacked it sinullancously {rom three sides, leaving the fient
open, but {aking care to keep lhomselves at o cautivus
distenco, lest thoy should be stinek down by the mmidable
foe. The berd was thus succeasfully soparated from its
loader, and the fowalen and young onee then ensily talen,
Then followed the puruit of the smmst, whose movamonis had
been all this time closely watehed by & parly of hantors, whe
now joined by a group of tame tuskers suecooded, afier a hard
struggle, in drawing him noar the poreh, where Jung 'rasad
and Barchhia were waiting to give him & warm vecoption. Sec-
ing the approach of his gallant opponent, Jung Prasad eveclod
hie tail, and ifiog hiv trank bagh in the mr, shot at him with
a Hourish of trumpet, while the bell roand his neck soundod
loud snd quick, as within & yard of the untamed brute, he
suddouly made a stop, and, withoul giving o mowment of
warning to his advorsry, deliveread o blow that shook the
linge beast from Lrank to tail.  The blow wes soon rotureed
with full foree, aud Lhen Legan the real fight.  The maddenod
beasts crashed down huge trecs, as if thoy wore but stubble,
wnd grappled with terrific rage for quite an hour.  [L was an
imposing spectacle, the like of which ean hardly be conccived
but by those who have beheld thereality. The wild clephaut
at last gave way, and awaying hiz head to and fro and
blowing & nute of rage, turned tail and rushed into the centre
of the foresl. Jung Prisad being exhansted in tho Hght,
Barchha, who was comparatively firesh, emerged from his
eovert, sud overtaking the fogitive enomy, planged his tusks
inte his side, aml ilic fight was resumed. The wild alephaut
had ngain to give way and again to atlempt fighl, in which
he wee velentlessly pursued by the indomitable Barchha,
s morroundiad h}'u elowd of Lhorseiven and algphﬂut,u_ 1het
stood vl bo luteveept his flight in every direction. Soeing
further stragirle hopeless, tho unfortunate rover of the forest
laid down Lis avow with a sheill ory as of pain,  Barehlian
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with dignified grace accepted the surrender, and wound his pro.
boacin round the wild animal's veck, as if to compliment him
on hig gallunt resistanee.  Presently sowe twelve or thirteen
wililrgees {clephants next below the musts in fighting quality)
elusee ponnd hini, while & malwut from cach elephant slipped
down and combined their exertions in fastening ropes round
the logs of their gallunt prisoncr. The Muharaja, after sesing
the prige well seenved, returned to camp at 9 e

The enstern herd, consisting of nine eleplants, had
meanwhile also been enptared in a like manner, all but two
femnales who ereaped through auoversight. On the 26th, the
new captures were beought to ghe camp, where the Mnharajs,
alter giving thom suitable names, handed them over to the
charge of different Daroghas, with orders to tame them and
train them in the shortost {ime poesible.

The Maharaja now turned homewards, and whether
hanting or halting, he was ever ready to listen to the griev-
ances of the people among whom he passed.  On the 25th of
Mareh, he was the gaest of Waziv Singh Thapa, who enter-
tained him with a deer-stalking expedition. The Maharajo
was the euly one of the party who fired, and within & few
hours he had shol twenty deer, besides three brace of
[hesrants and & ﬂﬂu{ﬂﬂ of hares, On the 3=t of March, he
reachad Thapathalli, having accomplished & shikar counting
21 elephants, 31 figers, 7 slags, 1 rhinooeros, | boa-constrie-
tor, 11 wild buffuloes, 10 boar, 1 alligator, 4 bears, 20 deen
6 phoasants, 2 hares, and 3 leopards

On the 16th of April, the Maharaja paid & fying visit to
Sundoryal, where he stayed for eleven days. Here he granted
an interview to the three Chiness architects who had boen
invited to execute the repairs of the temple of Shambhunath
and other Buddhist pagodas in the kingdom. The Chinesa
are spacialists in the lina of Buddhist architecture to this day.
Hers he also gave audience to Nawab Birjis Qudr and the
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search, whom he al onec despatehed with & bullet in his chost.
In ihe course of his search, the Maharajs came to lonrn that
the woman, who was the immediate oeeasion of thiz bear-hunt,
had given a deep eut on the aninal's nozele before sho hovself
was elawed with savage fury. The report was eoufirined
when he examined the dead body of the brute, and he accord-
ingly gave a reward of Rs. 50 to her.  The woman happily
gurvived her wounds to enjoy the handsome rewasd.

Denth now hovering roond claimed two vielims frow
smong his family one after anvther. Que of his Maharances,
the daughler of u Chautaria chief, who was the mother of four
of his danghtery, died in child-bed on ihe 27th of Oetober.
Nine day« nfter, he lost another of his wives, the daughter of
Tilvikram Thappa, who died of cholexa These melancholy
events, coming as they did in sneh (uick sucosssion, were o
great shoek to hig loving heart, and to beguile his sorrew, T
lefi for the Terwi as seon ax armogemenia for & hunting
expedition had been completed.  He yuitted the placw carly
vt the morning of the 5th of Nuvember, amidst a light showor
of rain, thal wea deemed vory lucky, as it always is nme-
dintely before a journey.

His fivst cocampment was as weusl st Hitowea I
chanced that he conld not sleop well the first night, and after
tossing on the bad for some time, his attention was diroetad
tu & pecunliar crockling sound proceeding from o corner of
his tont. He jumped oul of bed, and discoversd o fire—his
own tent on fire! Roshing to the spot, he managed to
put out the vising flame before it could spread too far, and the
whole thing was over before any one knew what had happen-
od. So the auspicious rain did prove lucky after sll.

From Hitowrn the Maharaja marched on to Sinsn,
where during his march he sighled o small herd of dear, He
fired two shots as they were skipping off into the jungle, the
affect of which could nel be noticed immedintely, as tho
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ground was covered with long gruss: bul on going to Lbe
spul. it was [bund that boll the shots had done their worls,
for there lay o couple of deer in the Lthroes of death.  1lo
marched vn through o wide and wild Ymet of enuntry, and
prassed on [eom place to plaes, making brief halts and bagging
plenty of game at vach. While encamping ol Budhi Nadi,
i nust l'.-h:.giu eveul  Look p!m,:»u. T of lius 1-.u|.:li[!3|'Hr w s
had penetrated iuto the forest i seaveh of Hre-woold, were
thero snddonly altacked by a tiwer whose repose they lud
distarbed.  Ono of thew foll an instant proy, but the other
fortanately could wake his cseape to bear the melancholy
lals 1o the Maharaja, who at oneo hurried to the spot, und
found the brute still in his pesceful repose.  The tiger, seeing
the approach of elophants, made a desperate attack upon ono
of the clephants cloge alongmide of the Maharaja's own, but
before uny harm could be done, & bullet from Jung Bahado's
gun pisrced his cye, and down he rolled dend on the ground,
the higgest tiger he had ever shol,

He had been away fur about two months when he
reached Nunsar, where information was brought to him of
freah tracks of wild elephonts, of whom the shikaris sported
to have counted no less than sixtoon  Preparations were at
the instant set on foot for & Mheda : the doughty Jung Prasad
was summoned ; stockades were planted; shikaris were posted;
tho pursnit wes eommepced ; and before long one tall tuskor,
roven [omales, ond two fine-looking young ones were Fuccess-
fully entrapped.

At Chandratun snuther md fatality occurred among lis
lullowers, similar to the oue that had happeued at Budbi
Nadi, Oue of his Fielussees, while tent-pegging, was earried
off by a figer in the teelh of se many of his comvades who,
unarmed as they were, proved of little help in saving the
poor wan's life. When the Maharajs heard this, Lie was so
excited that he ran in pursuit of the (iger, un fool and
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practioally all alove, for only three of his atlendouts, and
those tno againet his wish, followed him. He had not gone
fur when he saw the shoas of the poor bhalesee hanging on a
thorny bush, having obviously been carried thither by mon-
keys, a uuwber of whom wrre shrieking and shouting on the
neighbouring trees as the Maharaja approached the place,
The srrenming of the monkeys was a safficiént indieation to
the Muharaja of the presence of the tiger somewhere in the
mmmedinte neighbourhood. His eyes were wandering in all
divections, expectiug a sudden sally each moment, when out
burst the fierce liger from a elose thicket, where ha wie atill
devouring the {fleshh of his late vietim, In a few scounds
hallet had picreed Lis head from between the eyes, and Llown
oul his braius, so that he dropped down doad without o
£ToAN,

On foot theongh a thick junglo, literally to beard n figer
in hix den, wns a fent that reminds me of the half-macd Maxi-
miling, who bad onee similarly walked unarmed iuto & lion's
den. But in Maximilian’s coss the act was o madman's freak ;
in the easc of Jung Bahador it was the outeome of a valour
that nothing eould daunt, for ho was as mach afmid of o jungle
tiger s of a steeet dog. Tt is remarkable to notiee how this
inconeeivablo degree of eourage wos shared by his personal
attendauts, any four or five of whom couold attack a huge
liger with their Fnivecs only, if commanded to do 4o by the
Maharaja. Numecrous instances could be given of the
sourage of his followers, whieh is also illustrated by the faot
that small parties of them frequently caught a tiger alive,
and presented it to the Maharajs, in spite of his repeated
prohibitions to ran such risks,

A most striking instance of their devotion to the
Muharajs, at imminent risk to their own lives, happened jnst
alter the Mnharaja's death, His remains were lying just on
the edge of the river Baghmatifor cremation, when a huge

any
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erovedile was discoversd close by, ready o pounce upun the
dead body and drag it into the water. Such a eatastrophe
would have been eternal disgrace to the family, and in fact to
the whole ecountry. The scldiers of the Rifle Regiment,
numbering aboui thirty men, immedintely leaped into the
wulers, withont oven putting off itheir uniforms, and after a
hard straggle with {he buge evesturs in its own element,
suceeeded  in degging it up on the bank, where it was after-
wirils shol, Tt seoms difficull 1o believe that any namber of
men eould have seeuved o living eroeodile in the middle of
viver, aml haaled it up on the bank where it should be shot
rifteriirds, Bul fact i+ faet, and T saw the fact with my
own eyes, nnd still romember it with perfoot vividness, for T
wis twenty vears old at that date.

It was uow the middle of January 1863, snd he had been
maore Lhan two months away frow home, whon he was tempted
into another bheda st Kankai, whers one big must, one young
tusker, and four females wers the prize.

But he continued rosming about the jungles for snother
twu wmonths before he went back to Thapalhalli, which ho
reachod on the L8th of Marveh, having shol or eaptured 18
elephants, 39 tigers, 4 tiger cubs, 4 leopards, 5 bears, 4 rhino-
ceroses, 9 red deer, 6 Laghma deor, 9 boar, 3 panthers,
besides a host of birds of all species

References had been made 1o him, fromn time to time
during hie tour, regarding cases for which there was no
provieion in the existing laws; and as he had no time in the
midst of his peregrinations to concentrate thought on new
legizlation, his fivet act on returning home was to remove this
deficiency of the law by new ensctments,

In the multifarionsness of his duties he had scarcely any
leisure, for not only the Legislature but every department of
the State levied the heaviest burdens on his energies, when-
ever, after & cousiderable period of absence, he came back
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