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E’?ﬁﬂf TH?E EL&EK RHIRMERGS

- equally .’E&;nﬁg: ghﬂrg:ﬁ Erf the hlan:':lc rhmnr,:ﬂrﬁa—«a]:iﬂut as rEsr&tlﬁaa, but
shorn of some of its dangers from the fact that the rhino’s sight 15 80
- bad; his charge is therefore hteralljr blind, He gets the “tainted air” of
~ some human “vermin” and forthwith lowers his ugly head and horns
aﬂﬂ-l;l Eh:trg&s in the direction of the obnoxious thing, whether it be a hun-
~ ter's safari, a body of Masai warriors or a company of the King’s African
"E1ﬂf:ﬁ ‘Eﬂrm‘}{thmg and everybody scatters before the awiul brute, who
blunders through the wreck, right owm, seldom returning to the same
attack. -The thinoceros loves to lurk in dark jungles, or forests, and no
- other of the big beasts is so given to Lhargmg with less provocation
fhan he; among them all he seems the most “possessed of the devil.”
The whlte rhinoceros is 2 most rare animal, as compared with his black
- brother of Fast Afriea, and few of this species have heen shot within
recent years: One of the lucky hunters to bring a white rhino to his
game bag was Captain Richard Dawson, of the British Coldstream
- Guards, who made the shooting in July, 1909, in the Sotik district, north-
E'r‘ west of Kijabe, where the Roosevelt party was operating at the same
timt:, hoping especially for similar cood fortune.

TERRIFIC ONSLAUGHT OF THE BUFFALOQO.

As the rhino's sense of smell is remarkably acute, so is the buffalo’s
sense of hearing, as well as his eyesight. He selects more awiunl places
it which to hide and quietly listen than does the rhino to dilate his nos-
trils for “tainted air.”” He hides in great papyrus swamps, jungles of
elephant grass or dense forests, The lone bull buffalo is a terrible ani-
mal and often charges without provocation, and will often hunt the
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From photograph
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hﬁmﬂ‘fnf the mpm am:t stccessive. denials, she spent several days and nights
:-n_"f of intense anx
g s e true; T dﬁrﬂtheime it”

eIt rex ﬂt& hg-ng, :';mﬂi an-ﬁr thstanding i;hp unlikelihood of the

reely closing her eyes and saying over and over again,

But at the next moment she was imagining all kinds of horrors and feel-

mg- that she could not be tranquil until she really heard from her husband
'dimcﬂy

Meaﬂwhjlﬂ neither the Colonial office in London nor the State Depart-
ment at Washington, nor the Smithsonian Institution, where inquiries were
rr_la.gr;le, had got aiy information about the rumored accident. Messages were

dispatched to the telegraph nearest the hunting party, and at last the follow-

ing reassuring news was received over the transatlantic cable from the British
commissioner at Eldama: “Roosevelt was in excellent health October 23
and news of the party received October 30 reported all well. If anyone in the
party is sick we, the nearest medical help, have received no news of such
sickness.”

While this story, which probably had been let out by New York financiers,
was setting the whole world afire, the Colonel was beating the bush in the
Eldama ravine in search of bergo, a rare specimen of antelope, which no white
man ever has bagged, and as one of his black-skinned beaters put it, “No
rhino get Bwana Tumbe,” adding with a broad grin: “Bwana Tumbo get
rhino quicker.™

Nevertheless the rumor might have heen true, for the two-horned rhi-
nocerns of East Africa is a most dangerous beast. The Colonel has bagger
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agalﬂat ﬂaz bm:k EEF :ts-. maasw’e nt-;k and swmrﬁd fﬁwar«dﬂ e Colonel.

is something peculiarly awe-inspiring and menacing about theﬁﬁ wsea@mﬂ. s
the rhinoceros. Not that they really make him a more dau.gernus cﬂa#miﬁﬁtﬁ
for the sportsman to tackle, but they certainly give that impression.
thought of being impaled, run through, by that ferocious dagger was ’@ =
no means pleasant to our former President. :

There was not much time for reflection, however, for an nstant later the -: '
big bull came for him full pelt, spitting and snorting and thundering down in 2
its unwieldly fashion, but at an incredible pace. For a moment the Colonel's
life hung by a thread. Nothing could save him but a well-aimed bullet, And
this time the bullet found its billet. It came straight from the ex-presidential
rifle and penetrated the neck of the on-rushing beast—a bull of unusual size
which, tumbling head foremost, just like a rabbit, dropped dead almost at the
proud hunter’s feet.

To see the rhinoceros grazing or resting in the midst of the bare “velt” or
to stalk them all by himself or with a native follower to carry a rifle for him
was as fascinating an experience as Mr. Roosevelt could desire. At the same
time it is one of the most dangerous forms of modern sport. An English writer
remarks with truth that even the bravest man cannot always control his senses
on such occasions—that he is apt to get dazed and giddy. He knows that
the slightest unsteadiness of his hand may mean his destruction. He has to
advance a long distanee on all fours, or else wiggle along on his stomach like
a serpent, making the utmost use of whatever cover offers, and keeping note
all the time of the direction of the wind, as the animal’s scent 15 acute. He
has to keep on his guard all the time against poisonous snakes and he has to
turn to his hunter’s instinets as to how near he must get to his game hefore he
fires. A distance of more than a hundred paces is very hazardous—above all,
if the hunter wants to kill outright.
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Photograph, Underwaod.

EAST AFRICAN BULL BHINOGCERGS.

One of our illustrations i1s a photographic reproduction of a huge bull-
rhinoceros killed i British East Africa. Its largest horn measures 5314
inches in length. A formidable sight indeed !

There are many ways in which a hunter may be surprised by a rhinoceros,
says a famous American sportsman. As he was penetrating the high grass
of the “velt” he suddenly perceived, fifty paces in front of him, a huge dark
ohject—a rhinoceros. It had not become aware of him yet, nor of the peril
awaiting 1t. It got up and turped right in his direction. There was no going
either forward or backwards for him. The grass encumbered his legs, the
old growth mingling with the new into an inextricable tangle. The moment
was full of excitement. He tried cautiously to retreat, but his feet were en-
tangled and he slipped. Instantly he jumped up again. The rhinoceros had
heard the noise of his fall and was making a rush for him. It was not easy
to aim effectively, but he fired. The ringing notes of his rifle rang out like a
bird in the air and the next instant he saw the huge beast disappearing over
the undulating plain, the bullet having struck one of his horns and been furned
aside, startling the rhino and causing him to abandon his intended charge.

Another striking encounter with a rhinoceros is thus described by the
same traveler and sportsman.
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270 HUNTING THE RHINOCEROS.

“Deep-trodden paths led down to the w&ter,m,d-g. We follow them through
the brushwood, 1 leading the way, and thus reach the stream. The rush and
the roar of the river resounds n our ears, and we catch the notes, too, of I:urfle-; :
Suddenly right in front of me the ground seems to quicken into hie. My
first notiod is that it must be a gigantic crocodile; but no, it is a rhinoceros
which has just been bathing, and which now, disturbed, is glancing in our
direction and about to attack us or take to its heels, who can say? Escape
seems impossible.  Clasping my rifle T plunge back into the dense hrush—wnﬂd -
But the tough viscous branches project me forward again. Now for it, The -
rhinoceros is ‘coming for us.” We tumble about in all directions. Some
seconds later we exchange stupefied glances. The animal has fed past us,
just grazing us and bespattering us with mud, and has disappeared from
sight. How small we felt at that moment I cannot express!”

Fromt photograph. EAST AFRICAN RUBEER FARM.

{'JHE of ff_'-n] Roosevelt's nmti mtem‘lcd ]lLlﬂtiIlﬂ' ﬂ]:leditinus- 'm the Sofik



m&ﬁ ﬁaﬁ; fr@ meadsg. aaﬂ mimii hrmﬁelf aﬁm:t xheu- condition and

:. Ons. ﬁﬁﬁﬁ few of ﬂmhh%ﬁﬂd red in raising ﬂm rubber

mqﬂﬁiﬁi thrives ﬂﬁw well in this hot climate. One of our illus-

ﬁﬁfﬂﬁ,ﬁhnﬁrs-ﬂﬂﬂﬁ these rubber plantations established by a German couple

1 their native help. This Eﬂlmtf}i" is sluznnw‘{}r being colonized by French, |
RM‘H:[-E‘HEEE, Ba:gmus, Germans, Boers and English and almost every nation-
ality on the earth, and itjis only a question of time when it will be a white
man’s country, the natives existing only in the backwoods and on OVern-

‘ment reservations, as our American Indians,

The rhinoceros is favorité game both in India and Africa. Tt has a
ferocious u:]__is_pﬂﬁiticm-anfl is. hard to kill. The easiest and least dangerous
method is for the hunter to conceal himself and shoot it when it comes
to drink at the pool. The true sportsman prefers to hunt it on horsehack
with dogs.

As the eyes of the rhinoceros are very small, it seldom turns its head
and therefore sees nothing but what is before it. It is to this that it owes
its death, and never escapes if there be so much plain as to enable the
horses of the hunters to get before it. Its pride and fury then makes it
lay aside all thoughts of escaping, except by victory over its enemy. For
a moment it stands at bay; then at a start runs straight forward at the
horse which is nearest. The rider easily avoids the attack by turning
short to one side. This is the fatal instant: a naked man who is mounted
behind the principal horseman, drops off the horse, and, unseen by the
rhinoceros, gives it, with a sword, a stroke across the tendon of the
heel, which renders it incapable either of flight or resistance.

Several trayelers have mentioned that there are certain birds which con-
stantly attend the rhinocercs, and give him warning of appreaching danger.

Their accounts were either received with silent contempt, or treated with




hai&hgraia ery. Thuﬁarﬂm&;sheiaﬁdd_,r |
crashed away thmngh the ]uug;iﬁ at a ra;mi trot, and I saw wmg?
her.

These rhinoceros-birds are constant attendants upon the hlp,p'
‘and the four varieties of rhinoceros, their object being to feed upon
ticks and other parasitic insects that swarm upon these animals. 'I‘heg
of a grayish color, and are nearly as large as a common thrush; their 'ﬁmﬁ
is very similar to that of the mistletoe-thrush. Many a time have these
ever-watchful birds disappointed me in my stalk, and tempted me to h‘ﬂﬂﬁ
an anathema upon their devoted heads, They are the best friends ’ﬁ]‘ﬁﬁ
rhinoceros has and rarely fail to awaken him, even in his soundest nap. f
“Chukuroo” perfectly understands their warning, and springing to his
feet, he generally first looks about him in every direction, aiter which he "
invariably makes of.

Next to the elephant in size, comes the rhinoceros, which with the
hippopotamus, lays claim to bulk and ferocity unequalled by any other mem-
ber of the animal kingdom. The rhinoceros is found in the rivers of Cen-
tral Africa and Southern Asia. It can only live in tropical climates,

The length of the rhinoceros is usually about twelve feet, and this is
also nearly the girth of its body. The skin, which is of a blackish color, is
disposed, about the neck, into large plaits or folds. A fold of the same
kind passes from the shoulders to the fore legs: another from the hind
part of the back to the thighs. The skin is naked, rough, and covered with
a kind of tubercles, or large callous granulations. Between the folds, and
undger the belly, it is soft, and of a light rose-color. The horns are com-
oosed of a closely-packed mass of horn fibers, growing from the skin, and
having no connection with the bones of the skull, although there are prom-
inences on the latter beneath each horn. Although the African species.
arc entirely dependent on their enormous horns, as weapons of offense and
defense, the Asiatic kinds, in which the horns are smaller, seem to rely
chiefly upon their sharply-pointed lower tusks, which are capable of inflicting
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terrific gashes. All are mainly, abroad at night, and while some resemble
the tapirs in frequenting tall grass-jungles and swampy distriets, others
seem to prefer more or less open plains, Their food 15 entirely vegetable,
but whereas some species live almost exclusively on grass, the food of others
consists mainly of twigs and small boughs of trees. At the present day
these animals are restricted to South-Eastern Asia and Africa.

The - single-horned rhinoceros is not exceeded in size by any land
animal except the elephant, and in strength and power it gives place to none.
Its nose is armed with a formidable weapon, a hard and solid horn, some-

GREAT INDIAN RHINGUEROS.

times more than three feet ih length, and, at the base, eighteen inches in
circtimference; and with this it is able to defend itself against the attack of
every ferocious animal.

The body of the rhinoceros is defended by a skin so hard as to be almost
impenetrable, except in the under parts, by either knife or spear.

Some hunters have created the impression that the hide of the rhinoceros
will turn a leaden bullet and sometimes an iron one. This is a popular error,
for a common leaden ball will pierce the hide at a distance of thirty or
forty paces, especially if a double charge of powder be nsed, which is the



INDIAN RHINOCEROS FIGHTING AN ELEFHANT.

a huge peepul tree. How long I had slept, I know net, but the moon was
almost perpendicular when I awoke, and it was as bright as day. A sud-
den harsh scream was the cause of my rousing up. I knew it well.

It was the trumpet of an elephant!

Instinetively I bounded to my feet, and Jooked around me in consterna-
tion. 1 was in the midst of a herd of wild elephants!

The danger of my position flashed on me in an instant. The wild
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elephant is a dangerous brute at the best of times, but at night, and in

lierds, he tramples over everything, and feels more at home and free from

danger than in the day, apparently.

But these elephants did not seem to be aware of my presence. They
were evidently excited about something else, and had not ohserved me,
asleep in the shadow of the peepul.

They were rushing about in the open ground, most of those I could
see being females, as I knew by the absence of.the tusks, and some sort

IHDTAN BHINOCERDS AFTER SHEDDING ITS HOREM,

of contest seemed to be going on among them. What it was, I could not
seg at first.

At last a chorus of trumpetings and vicious pig-like squeals broke out
from the center of the moving mass, and I saw the female elephants scatter
right and left in dismay,

Then I discerned a terrible conflict. A huge bull elephant rushed for-
ward, with his trunk curled up tightly behind the long formidable tusks
out of harm’s way, striving to pierce a strange antagonist.

A long, low, uncouth-looking beast, of some five feet in heizht at the

\



ﬁluthe nthar wﬂd beasts of Iniﬂa ﬁtﬂrﬂﬁﬂm._.
Hu’ﬁ for the present the attention of the rhimnm:’ms ﬂﬂ'}
Besides the old bull now cha rging fhm:? younger
ing ‘around to t;akﬂ him in 1;]1& rear, and a f‘ﬁm& la}rt‘h}'-ﬁe ﬁ*»jr, wi ‘
gushing out of a frightful wound inflicted by the deadly hﬂm
tooked, the old bull elephant made his charge, that seemed as il i.t
carry evervthing before it. =
But the rhinoceros, with surprising agility for a creature of such unwie
appearance, leaped actively to one side, and, running around, tried m
to get in at the unprotected flank of the elephant. The lattﬂr as sharply
threw his hind-quarters around, and received the pig-like brute on I‘iia 111*5155?
But, deprived of the impetus of hiz charge, he was unable to pierce the tot : :
hide of the rhinoeeros, which is thick enough to turn a leaden buli‘et-"."a‘,ﬁ_, e
close guarters, : -
Then the two stood head to head for some minutes, the rhinoceros striv-
ing to wriggle his way between the forelegs of the elephant, to use his horn ’
with effect, The elephant, on his part, ﬂtmve hard to pin the rhinoceros to
the earth, but n vain,
Fresently I noticed the second elephant. He was charging, and close
to the rhinoceros. The latter saw him, too, and suddenly broke away from
his first antagonist, rushing to meet the second. The young bull charged
gallantly, but he was not up to the tricks of his wily adversary. The
rhinoceros swerved, as he came, and the excited elephant missed his mark,
lumbering past in vain effort.  Not so the thinoceros. As quick as thought
he rushed in at the unguarded side of his heedless foe, and I could see him
working away at the elephant’s side, like a pig rooting. The elephant gave
a hoarse roar of pain, and tried to turn, but the active rhinoceros was too
quick for him, and he fell down, helpless and dying.
And now came the turn of the old bull. Cautious and wary, he watched
his opportunity, and rushed at the rhinoceros from the side. The latter,
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owing to his engagement with hiz other enemy, and his somewhat defective
vision, did not see him till too late,

The great bull elephant thundered on like an avalanche, and in an
ingtant more the terrible tusks, nearly seven feet in length in the elear, as
I jndged, were buried in the side of the redoubtable rhinoceros,

A shrill squeal of pain from the latter, and he tried in vain to extricate
himself, The battle was over. He had slain two elephants, and died game
himself. s

I cannot tell you the absorbing interest with which I had watched this

i
-
-

TWo-HOENED AFRICAN RHINGQCERDS

curious conflict.  True 1 was an unwilling spectator, for I did not dare to
move out of the shadow of the tree, for fear of attracting notice. Now,
however, an idea struck me,

Excited and furious as the old bull was, it was probable that the flush of
his vietory might make him tenfold more dangerous to me,

The battle had moved so close to me, during the vicissitudes of its
varying fortune, that the last elephant, i his fall, had almost brushed the
ioliage of a bush I stood behind. My resolution was taken in an instant.



in EFI d&m&r:tmns- in diamagr
In five minutes I w&minmi s
In Santheaatern Afﬁm both species of 1'_:_:
]ﬂIﬁ ﬂlafut fm&r o'clock in the aftau;ﬂm, or, in

their dtmlﬂug pIacea; to whmh the:,!‘ ir&ﬂl“b.;f '} :
at the same somewhere about dark. If the drinking - miudh F

irequently refresh themselves with a roll, after dnﬁlﬂng their They =
then start for their favorite thorn feeding grounds, whm»ihﬁy ramgm ﬁ!jé 5
daybreak, when they generally again drink, At an earlier or later hour after
this, the time brmg to some extent dependent on the freedom of the ﬁ*ﬁm
from human intrusion, they retire to their sleeping places, which they reach '_' i
at any rate before the heat of the day. The lair is always in an ﬂxd;-:’emg;lg
sheltered and deeply-shaded spot, and so heavily do they slumber that a
practiced stalker could almost touch them with the muzzle of a gun, unless
they are awakened by the birds which always accompany then:, ;
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