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PHYSICAL ABPECTE, 19

The flat swampy islands surrounded by interlacing crecks
and channels in the lower delta are covered with dense forest.
The most plentifnl and important species is sundri (Heritiera
minor), which i of larger gize and forms a purer forest where the
water in the channels is least brackish, Associated with suodr
are speciea of sdwmoore, Eeewcaris, Caropa, Avicennia, Cynomefra,
Tutsia nnd Dolishandrone.  On the banks of crecks and rivera are
two species of Sonneratia, a Caraps, o Barvinglonie, Fibiseus 1ilia-
oeui, Brosenlewls, Pongemin, two Dalbergiva, n Crevalpinig, Avien-
nia, Acawthus ilivifalive, Cerlora, Fyiceras, Fgialitia, FPhoniz
paludoss, Nipa and several other ghrubs and climbers. These are
especially plentiful in the northern parts, where some of them
extend into the swamp forests, and, with' Tomeriz, Pandonw,
Calamus, Flagellaria and some ofhers, form o rather dense under-
growth; elsewhere the undergrowih is very scanty, With thess
plants on northern river banke some mangroves, especially Kendeliz

sand Bruguiera, are sssociated. As the influemce of the iides
ineresses, the mangroves bocome more numerous, Ceriops and
Rhbisoplorn now sppoaring with the others, till at length the
riparian vegetation is sltogeiher mangrove, By this lime toe,
sendri and its associntos largely disappear from the swamp forests,
which are now mainly composed of geod (Ercoceris dgeliooha).
Wearer the sea, gecd in turn disappear, and the forest is slmost
exclusively composed of mangroves. This pure mangrove forest
somelimes extends into the tides, tut at other times is separated
from the waves along the sen face by & line of low sand hills on
which reappear gomo of the swamp foreet species, aoccompanied
however by o fow planta charncteristio of other Asiatic Ehu}ms,
liks Eryhﬁrluﬂ raialie, ?'Illl-'zlf.ld'a.l'u' I.l'ﬁli'.llllrﬂl_‘n' Ty Humj.l-&n'
others, for which the conditiona present in the swompy islands
appear {0 be nnauited.

The wild ahimals of Khulna include tiger, loopard, rhinoceros, ravna.
wild buffalo, wild pig, wild cat, deer, porcupines, otters and
monkeys. These animals are found for the most part in the
Bundarbans to the sonth and are comperatively searce in the
gobtled tracts to thoe morth., The rhinoceros was formerly
oommon, and Alexander Mamilion, writing of the Sundarbans
im 1727, described them as contsining many of these animals.
“ The tongue of the rhinocerss,” he adds, ©is somewhat of a
rarity, for if he ean but get any of his antogonistsa down he
will lick them so clean that he leaves no skin or flesh fo cover
thair bones.” Ewen ns Into as 1850 we find it stated that the
oouniry at the mouths of the Malanchs and Raimangal rivers waa
ipfested by rhinocerce ond deer, the whole ground being cut
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gy EHULNA,

ap by their feet. Both rhmoceros and buffaloss have now been
plmost exterminated by native shikdrie. Tigers, however, are
exceptionally numercus, and as many of them are man-eaters,
they are literally & ecourge in the forest area. This is no new
feature, for 30 years ago Bir James Westland mentioned one such
brute who was an objeot of dread over o large tract of land.
“ Hardly s week passed but there were ome or two reporie of
people camied off by him, and he used to be perfectly well
Enéwn., He had apparently & charmed life. One doy he came
on board an Englishman's boat and coolly walked off with one
or two of his oarsmen. The Englishman levelled a blunderbuse at
him, but the instrument burst, and whils it much injured the
shooter, the tiger got off g On another oeension the same
tiger. passed within g fa of a gentleman who was
aooustomed to and pREpgp % interviews, e of course
fired, but agnin tl catholess,  This pest was
finally killed by Mr: : lganj, whe laid waeit for
him, shutting 'Ilimﬂe-g.‘_’ goe.  The tiger wae only
sevaraly wounded by ].1?@ prged and knocked over
(L=

the eage: but the ¢ ". das showed that the wound
had & mortal effect.” j=ics w2
ﬂ'hmﬂ hl‘u‘tﬂq, Whl.'h e i R i

ams in search of prey,
jedgF business takes them imto

gt there to cut wood unless
accompanied by a fulir, wHOTIS supposed to have power over
tigers and other wild animals. Before commencing work, the
fakir assembles all the weodeutlers of his party, clears a space
at the edge of the forest, and erects o number of tent-like huts,
in which he places images of various deities, to which offerings
are made. When this has been done, the allofment is considered
Frea of tigers ; and each woodcutter, before commencing work,
makes an offering to the jungles deities, by which act he is
gupposed to havegained a right to their protection. In the event
of any of the party being earried off by o tiger, the fakir decamps,
and the woodentters place flnge at the most prominent cornera of
the allotment to warn off othera,

The difficulty of clearing the forest of these brates is naturally
very growt owing to the dense jungle, and it has sometimes
happened that while the sportsman imagined that he was follow-
ing up & tiger, the tiger was stalking him. No less than 101
men were killed by tigers in the Bundarbans forests in 1905-08,
and 83 in 18908.07, Inorder, if poesible, to reduce their numbers,
Government pays s reward of Ra. 50 for each tiger shot east of
the Faseur river and Rs, 100 for each of those to the weet of it,
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given by Plerre du Jarrie in his Hisltodre des choses plus memiors
ables ocfvenscr auz Tndes Ovientales, Bordeanx, 1608-14,

“It mppears that I'imenta, who was a Jesuit visitor and
stationed at (Gon, sent two priests, Fornandes and Jose, to Bangal
in 1598, They left Cochin on Ard May, 1598, and arrived in 18
days al the Litile Port (Porto Pequine). From thence they went
up the river to (fullo or Goli,® where they arrived eight days after
leaving the * Little I'ort.” While at Gullo, they were invited hy
the Rija of a place called Chandecan (in Italian Qiandecan) to
poy him & wisil, and accordingly Fernandez eent Josa thers, and
he was favourably receivad by the king. One year after theee
two priests had left Cochin, Pimoenta sent two other priests, vis.,
Melohin do Fonsera and Aodrew Bowes, to Dengal, and they
arrived af Chiltagong or at Diangat some time in 1509, On 22nd
De¢amber, 1509, Fornandez wrote from Bripur, giving an acoount
to Pimenta of the success of the mission, and on 20th Junuary,
1000, Fonseca wrole from Chendecwn giving sn account of a
journey which he had made from Diangs to Chandecan by way
of Bukli. IFonseoa's lettor is most inieresting., He deseribed
how he come to Docola, and how well the king received him, and
how he gave him letters patent, asthonsing him to establish
chnrchos, ete., throughout his dominione. Ile says that the king
of Bakla was mot wbove eight years of age, tut that he had a
discretion surpassing his years. The king “after compliments *
askad me where [ was bound for, and I replied that I was going
to the king of Ciandecan, who is to be the father-in-law of your
I]:ighn-mﬂ.. Theso lnst words secm to be vory im[.lt:-rtant,, far th
king of Ciandecan was, as 1 shall afterwards show, no other than
the famous Pratipaditya of Jeseore, and therefore this boy-king
of DBakla must bhave been Hiam Chandra Rai, who we know
married Pratipaditya’s donghtar.”

Foneeon then proceeds to describe the route from Bakla te
Chandecan, regarding which M. Deveridge writes —* Thnugh
the good father evidently had an eye for netural scenery and was
dolighted with the woods and rivers, it is evident that what he
admired so much must have appesred to many to be * horrid jun-
gle,” and wos very like what the Bundarbans now are. In fact, a
great part of this deseription of the route from Bakli to Ciande-
can is still applicable te the journey from Barisal to Kiliganj,
near which Fratapaditya's capital was situated, The chief differ-
anot is that the progress of civilization hea driven away the herda

# [Gullo i= identifed by Mr. Beveridgo with Bauadol.
4 Diangs bas beon Wentided by Professer Blochmann with Dakbiondangn oo the
Bangu river south of Chittagong,
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34 KEHULNA,

of desr and monkeys from the ordinary routes, though they are
gtill to be found in the woods and the deer have given their name
to one of the largest of the Bundarban rivers (the Haringhsata).
The faithfulnesa of Fomsecn’s description seoms indiosted by
hiz modestly edmitting that he had never seen a rhinoceros,
while stating |quite truly) that there were such animals in the
forest. Had he come upon any town on his ronte, it i8 ressonable
to suppose that he would have mentioned it.

o Foneseea arrived ot Ciandecan on the 20th November, and
thore he found Fernandes's companion Dominie de Jusa, who
must either have been left there by Fernandez in 1598, or had
returned some timoe afterwarda. The king reosived Fonseea with
great kindness, so much s, that he saye he does not think a
Christian prince could have behaved better. A church was built
at Ciandecan, and this was the st ever erccted in Bongal, and
was a8 such dediented to Jesus Christ. Chittangong was the
spoond, and then came the chureh st Bandel, which was erected
by o Portuguese named Villalobos. The fair prospects of the
mission as dearribed by Fernandes and Fonseca wero soom over-
clonded. Fernandez died in November 1602 in prison at Chitta.
gong, after he bad been shamefully ill-used and deprived of
the sight of an eye; the king of Ciandocan proved a traitor, and
killed Carvalho the Dortuguese commander, and drove out the
Jesnit priests,

# Lonving thess matters, however, for the prosemt, lot us Arsk
answer the guestion, where wos Ciandecan ¥ T reply that
it is identical with P'ratapaditya’s eapital of Dhiimghat, and that
it was situated near the modern Kiliganj. My ressons for
this view are first that Chandecan or Cinndecan is evidently
the some o8 Chand Khin, sand we koow from the ”iﬁtur}' of
Baja Pratipaditya by lam Ram Dasu (modemised by Earish
Tarkélankar) that this was the old name of the property in
the Bundarbans, which Iratipaditya’s father Vikrsmaditya got
from king Daid. Chind Khin, we are told, hed died without
heira, and 8o Dikramaditya got the property. And there is
nothing in this contradictory o the fact that Jessore formerly
belonged to Khianja Al (IKhan Jahin) ; for Khinjas Ali died in
1459, or about 120 years before Vikramiditya came to Jessore, so
that the laiier must have snecocded to some descendant of Khinja
Ali, and he may very well have borne the name of Chgnd Khin.
When the Jesuit priests visited Cinndecan, I'raet@ipaditya cannot
have been very long on the throne, and therefore the old name of
the lucality (Chind Khan) may still havo clung toit. But besides
this, Du Jarrio tells us that after Fernandez had beon killed at
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Backergunge Syndarbans eastward of it, are all distributaries of
the Ganges, and sontain sweet waler during most sessons, down
to within o short distance of the Bay of Dengal. In the central
portion the water of the rivers, though not so saline as those
“further to the west, ia gradually becoming more brackish as the
rivera are silting up at the heads nnd the tides come further up.

These waterways are of the first importance, as being the chief
means of communieation by water belwesn Caleutla and the
Euastern Beogal. All the strenma are tidal, and the boats procesd
on the ebb and flow of the tide, Part of the day's journey has
to be made with the flow, so that the durstion of the voyage
depends entirely upon the success with which each tide is canght.
A whole flect of boats may be seen at the recognized anchorages
waiting for the tide, and the distriet from which they come ecan
ba readily diztinguished by the shaps of the bow and aterm.
Soma of theee anchorages are far from any human habitation, but
necesparies of all kinds (ineluding water! ean bo obtained at &
port of floating bazar. Country boats alao ply from placa to place
along the cross channels, some of which are so narrow and ee
ovarhung with trees that the rigging of emall craft at timeas gota
canght in the branches.

The main streéams, during the inundation in the rainy season,
have what are wsually termed “double eurrents' thet is, the
surfare down to a cortnin depth flows downward or southword,
while below that depth the tide ndvances npward or northward.
This is’ cansed by the freehets sweeping down from n higher leval
and over-topping the flood tide from the sen. Iven to skilful
awimmmers this treacheroys double ewrrent or undoer-current is
moat dangerous, A persou falling acoidentally or suddenly into
a etream mnaturally sinks at frst below the surface, when the
upder-current drage him in one direction, while the upper:
enrrent, flowing in a contrary direction, provents his riaiﬂp; to the
sarfave. The result ie thet he is quickly drowned, and the body
is pymetmies never recoverod,

Tha Bundarbans present several peonline festures, which hava
bean wall described in an article Ths Gangetic Delta published
in tha Ualeutte Roview, Maroh 1839,  * | whatever light we
regard the Bundarbans—whether a8 a tract of country possessing
an abnodant pachydermatous feuna, or a flora peoulisr to itsslf,
whether we look at it as the stronghold of gigantio and destrue-
tive saurians, voracious sharks and peculinr fish, whether as &
tract of country of the most bemutiful aspact, but at the same time
moat fatally pestilontinl-—we must atill view it asa ouvious and
an snomalons traot, for hare wa sea a surlaos soil composed of
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black liguid mud supporting the buge thinocercs, the sharp-hoofed
Bog, the mud-hating tiger, the delicate and ®hstidicusly clean
epotted deer, and nourishing and upholding large timber troes;
wo #ea fishes climbing tress ; tides ronping in two directiona
in the same creek and at the same moment; we ses wild hog
end tigers, apimals generally avoiding water, swimming -across
the broadeast rivers as if for amusement ; in one creek a dead
calm, in the next a ragivg sea; in some crecks the abundance
of insect life iz overpowering, in others close by not & living
oreature is (o bo seen; some creeks are deadly to sleep in, othera
perfectly free from missma; some are dry at low wuler, in others,
and those conligucus, no bottom can be found at ten fathoms ;
in one, all is fog nijr.'l doubt, in the next, all iz 1n the brightest
sunshine ; and many other snomalivs present themselves, all
rendering (he Sunderbape a spot of muoh interest, offering s
they do so many subjects for investigation and research. Most
travollors in passing throngh this labyrinth of interminable forest,
mud and water, become excoedingly wearied with the monotonouns
appearanoe of the bunks of the rivers and creeks, and are only
too glad whon they escape into the open and cultivated northern
parts of the delta, where all the breadth of the land is one vast
sheet of riee cultivation,”

Sinee the above woas wrtten the one-hormed rlhinceceroa has
become rare aud is only found within the southern portion of the
resarved forcsts. Buoffaloes are also fast disappearing and at
preeent are found only in the waste lands of the Backergunge
portion of ithe Bunderbanes. Tigers and erocodiles, however, are
still as mugperous as over. A number of natives are killed
every year by tigers, whicli break tHrough the matted walls of
dwelling-houses at night and carry off their immates;it is a
darious fact that they wever carry their vietims away through the
pifle of the house by which they eater, but break through the

ito gide to do so.  Crocodiles are equally destructive. It is
reported that they will enter houses at night, und that during the
day-time they frequently mowve inte the ficlds, seize cattle, and
drag them into the nearest stream. Among birds more or lesa
peculiar to this tract may be mentioned the gigantie stork or
adjutant, known to the natives as kdrgilé or the bone swallower,
on socount of its ewallowing its food, bone and meat together;
the feathers of thi= bird furnish the beauliful plumes known
a8 ““marabou feathers.” The zeptile iribe is well represented
in the Sundarbans, both vemomous and mon-venomous. Among
the former are included salt water snakes, the deadly cobra
(Naia fripudians), the ecarcely less deadly, carpot viper (Echis
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parinafa), and the large venomons snake-eater (Ophiophagus
bungarus), whicheis remarkable for enbsisting on its own kind;
devouring its smaller brethrem without mercy. Of the non=
venomous enskes may be menticned the huge python, erroneously
oalled the Indian boa-constrictor (Pyifon srelierus), which attains
great lengh and is copable of swallowing deer or pig whole, and the
dkdmin (Piyae niucosns), both of which are common, During the
cold weather months special snake-catchers visit the Sundarbans
and capture numerous enakes, which are disposed of in Caloutta.

The pame Bundarbans is an incorrect English designation, the
tract being properly kncwn as Sundarban. WVaricus etymologies
have been proposed in order to explain the name., The word has
been derived from swsdar ond fes, mesning o beautiful forest,
or [rom samwdra-ban, through its eorrupted®snd vulgar form
samunda-ban, the whole meaning the foresta near the sea. Others,
again, have derived the word from Chandradwip-ban, ie., the
Chandradwip forest, Chandrawip bring the psme of an old
gamindiri occupying the seuth and south-east of Backergunge.
The neme has aleo been conpected with the Chandabhandas, so
old forest tribe engaged in making eslt, who are mentioned
in & copper-plate inscription, dated 1136 Sambat or AL 1078,
which was found at Idalpur (Adilpur) in the north of Backer-
gunge. Granot, in his Analyeis of tha Finences of Dengal (1786)
derives it from Chandra béndh meaning the embankments of
the moon, betauss, he says, “the richest and greatsst parts of
the Bundarbanzs are still compriged in the ancient zamindéri of
Chandradwip (lunar territory) " and he somewhat fancifully
justifies the derivation by saying that it meane the offspring of
the moon and refers (o the tract being overflowed by fhe tide. It
is now geneérally recognized that the name iz derived from sundri-
ban or the forest of ausdri troes, for that tree is the commonest in
the forests, and the worl is sometimes pronouwnced locally ss
Bundarban. The application of the name Sundarban or Bun-
darbans to this tract is evidently modern. The Mubhsmmedan
historians do not use the term, but give the coast.etrip from Hijili
to the Meghn& the name of Bhati, which signifies low-lands
subject to the influx of the tidus; and this name was used at the
close of the 15th century by Mr. Grast, who save that this tract
is “alwoays included under the local deseription of Bhatty with
all the neighbouring lowlands overflowed by the tides,” *

Bwatch of no gronmd.—A pame given to a great natural
depression or hole in the Bay of Bengal situnted due south of the

*For much of the information contalnsd in the sbove sccomnt, I am indebied
ko & mote by Mr, D, H, E. Sunder.
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