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years; it 1s only then that they can build a tower
upon his back. From his nofe there h:lmgs a mafs
of long and hollow flefh, w hich they call his trunk,
and fometimes his hand, becaufe it is of infinite
fervice to him whether for feats of advantage, or
of ftrength : he makes ufe of it to carry things to
his mouth ; from that arife two teeth, or prodigi-
ous tufks, which grow to fix feet in length, from
whence we have our ivory. As if this animal was
acquainted with their value, or apprehended being
killed on their account, he hides them in the earth
whenever they fall from him through age, or any
other accident. The fkin upon his back is like a
thick buckram, or rather a fuit of armour, which
can fcarce be cut through ; but under his belly it
is much thinner.

Tueir ordinary food is grafs or corn ; but they
are very fond of fweets, fuch as barley-fugar,
and this is given to tame them. ‘They make
thofe whom they defign for war drink the wine of
the country, that is a kind of beer: but others
who are weaker, and ufed for labour, drink only
water, which they love beft when it is muddy.
They are fubjeé to different diftempers, of which
the Indians know the remedies; and this makes
that animal live two or three hundred years. A-
pollonius "Fyaneus, or Damis, related that they
had feen in the city of Taxila, the elephant of the
famous Porus, with two circles of gold round his
tufks, in which it was written, in Greek charac-
ters, that Alexander, in efteem of him, had con-
fecrated him to the Sun. At the fame time he
muft have been above four hundred years old.
But their too great love for the marvellous renders
this fufpected.

Tre Rhinoceros, called by the modern Indians
Abadu, comes very near the elephant in bulk and

fioure.
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ficure. This creature is chiefly found in the ifland
of Java ; but is common enough in the kingdoms
of Bengal and Patna. The ancients have fre-
quently mentioned this animal, buc without giv-
ing an exact defcription of it.

WE muft then have recourfe to the moderns for
a knowledge of this extraordinary animal. Bon-
tius and Father le Compte, who had examined it
{everal times, fpeak of it pretty much in the fame
manner. Here follow the words of the miffionary.
The Rhinoceros is one of the moft extraordinary
animals in the world. He is fomewhat like the
wild boar, if it was not that he is much larger,
that his feet are thicker, and his body more un-
wieldy. His fkin is all over covered with large
and thick Icales of a blackifh colour, and an un-
common hardnefs. They are divided into fmall
Iquares or buttons, raifed a little above the fkin,
and nearly like thofe of the crocodile. His legs
appear to be fet in boots, and his head wrapt up
behind in a fmooth capuchin, which has given oc-
cafion to the Portuguefe, to call him an Indian
monk. His head is large ; his mouth little ; and
his {nout down to a great length, and armed with
a long thick horn, which makes him terrible to the
tygers, buffaloes, and elephants. But what ap-
pears moft wonderful in this animal is his tongue,
which Nature has covered with fo rough a mem-
brane, that it is not at all different from a file, and
lays every thing which he licks. As we have ani-
mals in Furope that make a grateful repaft on
thiftles, whofe fmall points agreeably ftimulate the
fibres or the nerves in their tongue; fo the rhino-
ceros eats with pleafure the branches of trees
briftled all over with the largeft thorns, We are
told by fome travellers, that they have frequently
given him of thele, whofe points were very mugli
anc
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and long, and it was wonderful to fee with what
greedinels' and dexterity he immediately licked
them up, and chewed them in his mouth without
the lealt inconvenience. It is true, it was fome-
times a little bloody, but that even rendered the
tafte more agreeable, and thefe little wounds to
appearance maui:_ no mhu Jmpnﬁiﬂn on his tongue
than falt and pepper make on ours.” - The author
might have added, that this animal has two kinds
of wings of a [kin 'E.'.'i:ll'{fl'l']{:]}’ ugly, which cover
his b-:_'“}' like a houfing, and in fhape r:.ll.:.lbimn‘
the wing gs of a bat.

Tuouck the reft of his body is in a manner
wrapt up in armour, and thofe who attack him
are expoled to great danger; yet the Indians hunt
him as they do U[]'I'L’ dmmd]s, becaufe he is of great
ufe to them after his death. The Moors eat his
flefh, however hard it may be. His horn is no
lefs curious than ufeful : when it is cut through the
middle, on each fide is {een the hg,m:; of a2 man,
whole outlines are marked by little white i’cruLL,,
with thofe of different birds and other things, asin
the Egyptian flints. The greateft parr uf the In-
dian princes drink out of cups m: ide of this horn,
becaufe t]wy fay, it {weats at the approach of ar ny
poilon whatfoever., The pe ﬂp] e of Java likewile
et a great value on this animal becaufe there is
no part but is found in fome tlLfT[CL ufeful in me-
dicine. They make ufe of its Imﬂu horn, blood,
teeth, {kin, and even its excrements, They are
perfuaded chere cannot be a better antidote againit
all kinds of poifon, and they arttribute to it the
qualities which the ancients did to the Unicorn.
l“rtqwntll.r they make bucklers of its fkin with its
icales.

THEe camel and the dromedary perform to the
Ind:an:,, and Ilj:, 4 reatefl P art oi the L;LL ' DAl Ones,
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