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dogs are expended in sacrifices; all the tribes eat them, and the manner
of putting them to death is beating with bludgeons. * But” applying to
them the remarks of Goldsmith on another people “among this bar-
barous and brutal people scarce anything that has life comes amiss,
and they may well take up with a dog, since they consider toads, lizards,
and even the flesh of the tiger itself as a dainty.”

Of wild animals, almost every kind is to be found in the hills,
and their chace is a chief occupation of the hillmen. The elephant,
thinoceros, tiger, bear, wild hog, the elk and various other deer, the
wild buffaloe, wild cow, and the wild goat are all met with in the dense
forests that clothe the mountains. But, those are not the only deni-
zens of the mountain-forests, they literally swarm with animal-life,
and whilst by nature these animals prey on one another, the hill-man
preys on them all. There is nothing almost he does not eat, and the
methods he uses for the capture of his prey, whether bird, beast, insect,
or reptile, are evidences of his possessing great ingenuity. Fish abound
in every stream, and at the proper season are caught in great mumbers.

Our knowledge of the geology of the country occupied by these
tribes, has not, since Captain Pemberton wrote his Report on the
Eastern Frontier, been in the least improved. The universal preva-
lence of dense and impervious forests, extending from the summits
of the mountains to their bases, he observes, has restricted observa-
tions to those portions that have been laid bare by the action of
the torrents, and to some few of the most conspicuous peaks and ridges.
In that portion of the tract which extends between Munnipore and
Cachar, a light and friable sand-stone of brown colour and a red fer-
ruginous clay, are found to prevail on the lower heights. On reaching
the mor lofty elevations, theso are succeeded by slate of so soft and
friable a nature, as in many instances to be little more than an indu-
rated clay ; it is distinctly stratified in very thin layers which generally
dip slightly to the southward. ~Petrifactions of tho different species of
woods growing on the borders of the nullahs aré very numerous.
Among the central ranges, he states, West of Munnipore, lime-stone has
been found cropping out from the banks of the streams; and it has
since then been found in the North, South, and East. The rocks found
on the hills between the Munnipore and Kubbo valleys are, on the
Munnipore side, composed of different varieties of sand-stone and slate,
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