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CHAPTER LI.
THE RHINOCEROS HUNTERS.

HE blood of the Texan was roused, and, heedless of the fearful risk he ran,

he wheeled his mustang and sped toward the native village on a dead run.

The distance was short, and the yell which he sent out as he thundered

down the slope was the same that had rung through the mountain gorges of Arizona
when charging upon the dusky marauders of the border.

The Korahs had not yet recovered from the panic caused by the rescue of the
lad, and the sight of the white man, swinging his Winchester over his head, must
have made them think the whole party had returned to attack them. They scat-
tered as if from before a smoking bombshell.

Jack headed for the hut from which Dick Brownell had dashed a few minutes
before. He supposed several of his captors were still there, but they had all hurried
forth in pursuit, and were still out of doors.

A native woman and two children were within, and when the white man, leaping
from his saddle, bounded through the small door, they were transfxed with terror.

Jack saw the canvas where it had been spread in one corner, probably to serve
as a bed for some of the inmates. In a twinkling, he had snatched it up, ran out,
and was in the saddle again.

The intelligent mustang needed no guidance. Hardly was his master on his
back, when he whirled about and went up the slope like a whirlwind.

There really was no peril involved in the act, for not a spear or arrow was sent
after the Texan, who swung the fluttering canvas alolt, and uttered a shout to which
his waiting friends replied with a delight no less than his own.

The exploit was begun and ended so quickly, that it was over before the bewil-
dered natives could interfere. But for the stirring events immediately preceding,
the charge of the Texan would have led him to as certain death as if he had
plunged over a precipice a thousand feet high.

Dick Brownell expected a rasping like the scraping of a lion’s tongue over the
naked hand, for the part he had played in the business, but not one of his compan-
ions uttered a word of reproof. The [eeling of impatience on the part of Jack
Harvey and Mr. Godkin had vanished long belore, and they were too grateful for
the outcome to utter any words except those of gratulation.

Then, too, Dick could not be made to regret more keenly his remissness than he
now lamented it, and the most that was done in the way of rebuke was a smile and
shake of the director's head, when the lad, relating his story at the request of his
friends, told how he had persisted in hunting for the missing canvas until by mere
accident he came upon it.

2g1

_i- GGSIC UNIVERSIT ==-:..; AL IEORN



32 THE BRHINOCEROS HUNTERS.

Dick said that, while his captors offered him no viclence, they showed an ugly
disposition after reaching the little cluster of huts, which caused him much mis-
giving. The whole proceeding was such a daring one on their part that our fnends
believed they meant to hold the lad for ransom. They thought the white hunters
wealthy, for, indeed, they had considerable possessions with them, and if it had
proven impossible to arrange a ransom, it is likely they would have put their pris-
oner to death.

The first thing done by the party on reaching camp was to restore the canvas
cover to its proper place over the wagon. 1t had been the cause of some lively work
on the part of the hunters, and more than once it had looked as if it would inveolve
them in serious difficulty, but, thank Providence, all had come out well.

Diedrick and his friends took good care of the camp during the absence of the
white men, but the anxiety of the Hottentot for the recapture and return of the
missing youth led him to venture to the top of the nearest elevation, where he
carefully surveyed all the country in his field of vision.

The horsemen were not in sight, but he observed them soon alter, on their return,
and was quick to discover that one of the ponies bore two riders.  That was enough,
and it may safely be said that none rejoiced more heartily over the rescue of Dick
Brownell than did his African friend.

But, while the native was scanning the country on all sides, he made a discovery
which turned the excitement of his employers into a new channel. He caught
sight of an animal, at no great distance, in the tall grass along the river, which he
believed was a rhinoceros, and, since Mr. Godkin had announced, but a short time
before, that he was ready to give his attention to that species of game, the expecta-
tion was that it would now be done without further delay.

Rhinoceros hunting is attended not only with great danger, but iz so delicate
and difficult that many a failure has been made by veteran hunters who have bagged
all other kinds of game. Before telling you about the perilous adventures in which
our friends became involved on the afternoon of Dick Brownell's return from cap-
tivity, I must give you some idea of the work they undertook.

In the first place, there are four varieties of rhinoceros found in South Africa.
They are known as the derele, or black rhinoceros, the &efffoa, or two-horned black
species, the mockocke, or ordinary white rhinoceros, and the £éedaeba, or long-horned
white rhinoceros. The black species is smaller than the others, but is ten-fold
fiercer and more dangerous.

The Asiatic rhinoceros is smaller than the African, has his hide in looser folds,
and two of the species have but a single horn. :

The square-nosed white rhinoceros is the largest known. He is not white in
color, but shows a dirty resemblance to that hue. They have been found zighteen
feet in length, and I have known them to be with a circumference still greater.

Set not in the bone, but in the skin of its blunt nose, is the horn, sharp, hard,
curved, and more than a yard long. Just behind this is a smaller horn, but equally
sharp and hard.
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‘The eyes of the beast are very small, its ears are long, and tipped with scrubby
bristles, and its sense of hearing and smell is so acute that it is almost useless for
a hunter to approach him from the windward. Besides this, despite its enormous
bulk (the thinoceros ranks next tothe elephant in size), he is so switt of foot that it
takes an unusually good steed to overtake hi

“The long-homed white rhinoceros is the rarer of the two and is found far in the
interior and mainly to the eastward of the Limpopo. Many of them have horns
four feet in length, curving forward, while the horn of the mochocko bends backward
and is rarely more than two-thirds the length of the other. A survey of the head
and front of one of these creatures will satisfy you that he holds the championship
for ugliness in the way of looks.

Tus Javanese Rumvocasos

The Ja oceros is not so bulky as the Indian species, and has longer
legs. 1t is mischicvous, but less dangerous than those I have named.

When 1 add that the thinoceros is nocturnal in his habits, that he s a terrible
fghter when aroused, and. that he has one of the most alert of small birds to warn
him of danger, you will admit there are many obstacles to success in hunting him.

The point where Pongo and Diedrick had located the game was fully a mile to
the northward of the camp, and at no great distance, therefor, from the clevation
‘which was used as an observatory on the first arrival of our friends i this section.

They had not seen the beast distinctly, but it scemed to have been aroused by
thirst and was pushing its way through the tall grass from the river (o its resting-
place during the day-
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204 THE RHINOCEROS HUNTERS,

There was enough uneasiness over the Korahs to make Mr. Godkin unwilling to
leave the camp without full protection. The natives might feel revengeful enough
to watch for some chance for stealthy work, while afraid to attack openly.

The director, therefore, decided that he and Pongo would stay behind, leaving
the cousins and Jack Harvey to prosecute the hunt with only Diedrick 4s their com-
panion. These four knew enough of the nature of the animals to render unneces-
sary any instructions or hints. Mr. Godkin said he would accompany them on the
morrow, leaving the inference that he had no faith in their meeting with success
before that time.

The preparations for the hunt were quickly completed. The air had grown
quite warm, but enough coolness remained from the storm of the night before to
render the day one of the finest experienced since entering that section,

Jack Harvey, | need not say, carried his lasso with him, though there was little
probability of any chance for its use. Bob Marshall had borrowed the glass of Mr.
Godkin, for that was likely to do them service.

The first proceeding was to ride to the elevation from which the two natives had
seen what they believed was the rhinoceros. IDiedrick remembered the exact spot
and at once turned his keen eyes in that direction.

He was gazing toward a portion of the broad stream which swept by the camp,
and between him and the water was a growth of grass, taller and denser than that
which had sheltered the baboons, and spread over a much greater area of terntory.

It was near the middle of this that the natives discerned some large animal
moving, which they believed was a rhinoceros, though the view was too indistinct
for them to be certain.

Every eye followed the course Diedrick pointed out, and the glass was freely
used, but nothing could be discovered of the animal, though, as a matter of course,
there were many places where a score of such beasts might have been concealed
beyond detection. It was the fact that the brute was in motion which had revealed
it to the African, who happened to look at the point when not scanning the plain
for his absent friends.

“ There's only one thing to do,” said Dick Brownell. *We have set out to hunt
for a rhinoceros, and we have got to hunt him. We haven't reason to believe he
means to hunt #s."

« I don't suppose he is a great way from where he was seen,” remarked Bob,
#for he won't move around much until night-time.”

«“Come ahead,” said Jack Harvey, giving rein to his horse; “ we'll go straight
for the spot, and we'll know inside of half an hour whether the critter is there or
not.”
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