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SKETCHES OF BURMAH, ’ .y
BY A SUBALTERN. : .

Oun recent war with this extensive empire, and the co acquisitions
of territory, have opened a large and interesting field to those who. take de«
light in observing the habits and tempers peculiar to-different races of man-
kind. Many little traits and local customs are remarked by residents
« nation, which could scarcely fall within the observation of those who pay
transient and temporary visits. To give a sketch, though it may be a faint
one, of the state of the Burmese provinces, is the motive which now
induces me to take up the pen; the facts I shall narrate are such as either fell
under my own notice, or were related to me by highly credible witnesses. -
Rangoon, although not subject to our sway, is well worthy of a few passing
remarks, as being the grand export and import mart of Ava. 1
visit it a few months back, and was struck by the contrast it then presented to
my recollections of it when it was occupied by us during. the wars. a!m-
changes in the town itself were not very numerous ; the most
perhaps, was to be found in the biackened and mm.mu-ndﬁ
King's, or Scandal Wharf, as we used to term it ; for there, during the latter
part of the war, such of us as were stationed at Rangoon were wont to assem-
ble in considerable numbers every evening, and while away an hour
ful anecdote and. good-humoured repartee, ere we dispersed by . ﬁ—w
fours to smoke a friendly cigar.
This building, under which many a light-hearted jest had
suffered materially in the wars between the Burmese and Taliens.
partuce, Indeed, for some time previous to our evacuation. of:
desultory wnrl'uu bad partially commenced between the two
nations.  Weakened and even 1o gross i
Jong and ineffectual struggle with the British, the Burmese
castemptible cowardice, and us the Peguers were. uot  whit bebiad
this respect, the noble art of war degenerated in their hands |
attacks, which seldom extended beyoad the successful firing of vil
exploit being genernlly accomplished at the expense of a few
and bruises. v
1 these operations Rangoon had been once or twice in
remaining rafters with the scorched and half-consumed
the wharf, bore ample testimony. _ The suburbs had been-
rebuilt alternately, and here jt was that the alterations were
rode out to view the house that I had oceupied during. the
my own, and my brother officers’ houses, had disappeared so
leave no vestige behind, Vim ol
No attempts had been made to restore. or beautify any
pagodas that were defaced and partially destroyed byh
fruitless searches after hidden treasures. ~ War had been too
these more durable tokens of its devastating presence to be 50
even had not the iron pressure of extraordinary.
levied by the conqueror, prevented such expenditure,

chameteristies peculine to countrics where the wil

D




1828] Sketches of Burmah. 425
run in'and out in the manner of a pin: they repeat this with other leaves till
the whole stick is covered. The leaves thus prepared are sold for from one to
three rupees per hundred, and laid in rows along the roofing frame, to which
&-ymuen by thnuh the euds of the leaves pointing downwards, The
roofing, of course, commences from the bottom, each succeeding row covering
seven-eighths of the one beneath it. A light frame-work of split bamboo of
the lattice kind is frequently tied down over the leaves, to prevent the wind.
blowing up their points.

- Many of these houses, as I have mentioned, are delightfully situated on the
top of the eastern bund of the ancient town, which, judging from its remains,
‘must have been thrown up at an amazing expense of time and labour, Hence
you have a commanding view to the west and north of the cantonment and
the rivers, your vision being finally bounded by the Martaban hills and the
‘towering rocks formerly mentioned, whilst the cast and south present one
mass of jungle to the eye.

This jungle, by attracting the hz-vy night-dews, which at certain seasons
#loat above it till ten in the morning, generally induces fever to the party
imprudent enough to expose himself to its influence, and is, moreover, &
covert for tigers. I recollect an instance of an officer who, having to build
his house on a part of this bund where the summit was too narrow to admit of
‘the whole breadth of the edifice, was obliged, by driving posts into the interior
slope, to carry it on a little wayover the declivity : the consequent space
‘etween the ground and the floor laid upon the posts was sufficiently great to
‘enable him to occupy it as a pony-stable. He was awakened one night by a
‘tremendous roar, and an immediately ensuing struggle beneath the house, and

_out to ascertain the cause, he beheld a tiger springing back into the
On proceeding to the stable, whence the noise had originated, he found

his ponies lying dead, the tiger having killed it by a blow on the neck,
‘Rightly judging that, though baulked of his supper this night, his unbidden
‘would return the following one, be determined to receive him warmly :
of the pony was accordingly fastened to a bush in the tiger’s track,
‘ashort way in the jungle, and a little house of bamboos and leaves run up at a
distance. Here the bereaved officer with four or five friends sate
with their fowling-picces but after waiting for some hours

quitting the hut in despair, when the moon, rising full-orbed above
their expected visitor crouching under a bush close by them,
ad turned to the body which, in a few moments more, he intended

A volley was instantly given him, which was fired with such

that the animal never perceptibly altered his position : in fact,

ly did be retain it, that, half conceiving he must have been so
p -mwhnh- aroused by the report, they fired again

, sallying out. On inspection they found his head and chest pene-
lu-.a-d-auu-w-mmm. Stripping him of his.
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prey is the most peculiar sound T ever heard : the low, yet shrill, complaining
tone, it is hmpossible by description to give an adequate idea of; unlike every
other sound that the ear has been accustomed to, it is nevertheless no sooner
beard than the apprehension of danger is intimately associated with it, whilst
every nerve is thrillingly alive ; and, although a person may hear it but once in
his life, every modulation of it will remain so distinctly and vividly impressed
upon the memory that time and change of scene will have no effect in obe
literating it, or even confounding it with any other sound,

1t is remarkable that, although the tiger, unless pressed by extreme hunger,
will alway: void mankind, he will yet, after having once tasted human blood,
pursue it y in preference to any other. 1 have, myself, passed
and re-passed dow by a tiger’s lair without eliciting any thing beyond an angry
growl cach time. This superior flavour of human flesh may furnish us with a
clue to that strong predilection of cannibal nations, which renders it a task of
such difficulty to win them from their horrible and most unnatural pro-
pensities.

The other animals in a wild state at Moelmyne are red deer in abundance
(these and peacocks will be found in general in places frequented byd—-);
buffuloes, elephants, and wild hogs. A rhinoceros was seen and
but, although several officers and a party of H.M.’s 45th rqt.ﬁlﬂ-h.
he tore through the jungle, crushing boughs and young trees before him, and
made his escape. He however gave proof of some balls hvin( u-ai.
s his track was profusely marked with blood. It is asserted, I
the hide of this animal will repel a musket ball unless it chance to hit o
the belly. Where this animal was struck I cannot possibly tell, the extreme
rapidity of his movements, combined with the intense interest of the moment,
rendered it impossible to décide this point ; but from the circumstance of the
animal’s occupying the same level with his opponents, it is fuir to conclude
that the wounds were inflicted elsewhere.

Of buffaloes in an actually wild state few, if any, are to be met with, those
in the vicinity of the cantonment being the property of various
These, however, being allowed in general to stray ad libitum in
places, have lost o little of their pristine ferocity, as to warrant their
classed with animals fere natur@. The flesh of the Moelmyne.
b_y no means bad beef (for veal it is not), being tolerably juicy,

fat ; whilst that of Tavoy is so coarse-grained, hard, dry, and “

defy the masticatory powers, unless it be stewed or minced.

Elephants, I believe, are not very numerous Lhm lo be met.
general fierce, A brother-officer of mine, wi
encounter with one which might have terminated fnnl]y. He was in |
emerging from a jungle into the paddy fields in pursuit of his game,
heard a violent displacing of the boughs behind him, and
round, he saw a wild elephant with uplifted trunk close upon him,
was no time for consideration, and seizing his fowling-piece by the

midable adversary, who remained for some time stunned and
vivlenn of the blow.

Gougle
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Snipes at Moclmyne are very plentiful, and afford ample employment to
such sportsmen as are fond of the diversion of snipe-shooting. It is here,
however, a more than ordinary wet and fatiguing amusement, as the quantity
of rain that falls constantly for several months, so thoroughly saturates the
mnd, that the sportsman toils along generally up to the knees in mud and

e -shooting is pursued only by the Burmese, and occasionally by the
Ticensed residents, British, and others : not that it is by any means aa uninte-
r-u‘npon_or thllﬂnpmcll scarce, but that as, to ensure success, it is
necessary to wait in their tracks at night, in order to intercept them as they
_move down to different tanks for the purpose of slaking their thirst, few officers
are such lovers of moonlight rambles as to abandon the refreshment of slecp,
0 peculiarly monun; in a tropical climate, for the gratification to be derived
from the fowling-piece.

Although wild hogs are to be met with, they are not so abundant .mm.
uﬂnn & separate amusement. It may so chance that one will cross
‘man’s path so deliberately as to afford him time to slip a ball into his h.nd
and for such cases he will generally make provision, but no one would thiuk of

a large tract of country in quest of them.

_ These are all the sporting diversions that Moelmyne yields; for of course,
in a country where there is only a patch here and there cleared for the purpose
of e-lﬂvpdon, and those spots, few as they- are, devoted solely to the raising

Tice, hunting is entirely out of the question, even were there any foxes or
‘which animals must always be the most generally pursued by sportsmen

_in the east.
T shall now speak of the climate of Moelmyne, its effects upon the Euro-
pean constitution, the articles it yields for the subsistence of the troops, the
 pablic buildings provided for their comfort, aud finally, matters relating to.its

The south-west or rainy monsoon sets in on this coast in the month of May,

generally about the latter end of October, although showers at

may be expecte for a considerable portion of the nest month ; indeed

known a season at Tavoy in which the rains commenced early in April

nd did not entirely cease till the middle of the following December, - Such

continued rain is however rare. This time of the year is decidedly the most

 healthy, the temperament of the atmosphere being more equable, and the

B e mmater rauging sbout 77°. ltuwnlhnmaoldyun&eqmlloem

_amongst the troops, but these may n-rlynﬂb-u-mdm-mwrudtupoum

part of the sufferer to damp, and sitting in wet habiliments, in the
instance, and cannot thercfore be charged to the climate.

‘most unhealthy season is immediately after the cessation of the rains,

intensely cold, owing o a clear and

atmosphere, and the damps which now arise from the surcharged

‘When these vapours, in themselves highly pestilential, roll off,-the

‘blazing with fierce brilliancy, distresses the frame with a scorching re-

e, and the system, alternately chilled by night and heated by day, is lisble

any of those numerous diseases which so mouraflly thin our ranks

it has been asserted uds -a-oqnh- pdad most.

Wuhwfuﬂ.
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