LIFE AND DEATH DURING
KAZIRANGA'S MONSOON FLOODS
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At the onset of monsoon,
animals in the low-lying southern
boundary start migrating to

the Earbi Anglong Hills, while
those of the central and northemn
parts seek shelier in the forested
highlands of the Park



eep the region fertile

Increased human-wildlife competition also
plays arole. The inhabitants of villages
adjoining the National Park sometimes
illegally fish in the numerous beels of the
Park, and heavy traffic on National Highway
No. 37, as one of the major links connecting
the north east to mainland India, often
results in road Kills, particularly during the
flood season. Increasingly, wildlife and
livestock are coming into closer contact,
risking the transfer of disease. Corridors for
migrating wildlife have also been stymied
by unregulated construction. This is of
prime concern, as Kaziranga has one of the
highest concentrations of rhinos per km? of
any rhino range state, with just 0.2 km? per
rhino, compared with a recommended 1 km?
per animal. Even with planned expansions
of the Park's boundaries, this ratio will still
be below recommended levels.

As the custodian of world's largest number
of Greater one-horned rhino, the Park

acts as a major donor site for the Indian
Rhino Vision 2020 project to replenish
other rhino-bearing areas in Assam by
translocating rhinos. So far, Kaziranga has
moved eight rhinos to Manas NP and two
rhinos to Burachapori Wildlife Sanctuary
through IRV2020.
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The very fact that Kaziranga National Park is the home to
the single-largest population of Greater one-horned rhinos
makes it attractive to poachers. To combat this threat, the
Park authorities are working with a network of intelligence
gatherers, usually local villagers or poachers who have
turned over a new leaf. To further involve local communities
near the Park, its management is focusing on eco-
development activities such as eco-tourism. Toimprove the
tracking of poachers who do enter the Park, new vehicles
and boats —especially during flooding—have been procured
and new watch towers constructed alongside improved
accommodation for rangers.

Since November 2015, we have sent £911 from West
Midland Safari Park, €2,500 from IDEXX, £5,000 from
core funds, £500 from Assam Rhinos Cricket Club
and £302 in miscellaneous donations.
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Thank you to Victor Stationery and its Rhino
Stationery for their incredibly generous support in
raising more than £68,000 since 2006 to help Save
the Rhino in our work to protect all five rhino species
across Africa and Asia. www.rhinostationery.com
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