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ooast and particularly on the low islands that fringe if, are found
a soanty vegetation of Ischcemum and various other grasses with
Acrostichum aureum, T'amarix, Exccecaria, Kandelia, Bruguiers,
Rhizophora, Clerodendron inerme and other littoral or swamp-
forost species. Guitia (Ceriops Roxburghiana) is sbundant and
largoly exported for firewood ; and nunie (Algliatis rotundifolia)
is also common, salt being obtainable from the stems by
lixiviation. The lower hills that scparate the river-valloys are
mainly covered wilh a dense but often rather dry jungle
largely composed of gigantic troes, tho most conspicuous being
various gurjans (Dipterocarpi), with which are associated
many Laurinee, Leguminosm, Rublacew, ISuphorbiacem, oaks,
myrtles and chestnuts, Ternstroontincese, Melincero and Urticacee.
Palms are rather plentiful, and a Cycas is abundunt; in the
damper forests palms aro still more plentiful, and Lythracewm,
Meliacewm, Loguminosw®, Verbenacewe, Magnoliacew, and epecies of
Ficus abound. Casuarina equisetifolia finds its northern natural
limit on the southern coast near Cox’s Bazar.*

Writing in 1786, Sir William Jonos deseribed Chittagong as a
noblo field for a naturalist, and this doscription still applies to it
oven after tho lapse of 120 years, during which the junglo has
yielded to the plough year aftor year, In few, if any, districts in
Bengal isthere such a range of animal, hixd, fish and insect life,
the specios found being often alliad to thoso of Burma and differ-
ont, from those seon in India proper. Among tho largor carnivora
are tigers and leopards, which are found throughout tho district.
Leopards, including black and clouded loopards, arc especially
common, finding sholter in the numorous hill ranges and heing
somotimos seen in the outskiits of the town of Chittagong; one
was, indeed, trappod within municipsl limits in 1906. Bears
(Molursus labiatus) are also found, but are raro. Wild cats of
various kinds (goldon, clouded, marbled, tiger and leopard cats)
abound ; they are.vory destiuctivo to small gamo, and, when in
the noighbourhood of man, to sheop, goats and poultry. The
Indian bear cat (Arlictis binturong) and the large Indian civet
aro also found, and thero are soveral varieies of the mongoose
family, including the crab mongoose, which is ofton confounded
with the badger. Wild dog (known locally as rem-ui from ram,
forest, and ui, dog) wander very far in search of deer and other
game.

*1 am indebted to Licutenaat-Colone! D, Prain, 1.M.8.,, for & noto on the
botanical spccies, and to Mt R, L, Heinig, Deputy Conservator of Fotcsts, for
revising the above account, .
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Wild elephants are found in tho south of the district, whero
they are very destructive. To the north a small hord crosses
ocoasionally from the Tippora hills, but thoy romain only during
the winter senson, after which thoy go back to Hill Tippera,
Tho olephants of Chittagong are small and are not considered of
much value for Aheddah purposes. They have hoon left alone of
lato yoars, and have consequently increased in numbers notwith-
standing the progross of cullivation. As an instance of the
distance to which they will somotimes wander, it may bo nientioned
that a fino tusker was enught in tho stalion of Chiltagong in
Septomber 1885 aftor it had boeon for somo days in one of the
compounds.

Wild cattlo, also gayal or mdhun (Bos frontalis), aro fonnd in
the same tracts as olephants, aud also cause damago to tho crops
noar tho hills; somo of them have been domesticated by the
hillmen in Chittagong IIill Tracts. Rocently a bull gayal of
what is believed to be rocord size was shot at Hinguli, its height
from tho base of the hoof to tho fop of the lump heing 8 foot
7 inches. Sdmbar (Cervus unicolor) and barking deer are found
throughout the district, and spottod deer in some localitios.  The
Sumatran rhinoocros, which has two horns and a hairy coat, has
boen caught alive on sovoral ocensions; & specimen of tho hairy-
oarcd rhinoceros (R, lasiotis) has boen sent to 1he Zoological
Gardens in London. The Burmese forest goat has boen seen in
tho hills near Dhobasarai.

Among the monkey tribo may be mentioned the white-browed
gibbon (Hylobates hoolook), tho slow lemur and the long-tailed
langar.  Other mammels are the Indian fox, juckal, hog-badger,
marton, otter, and sealy ant-entor. Dolphins and porpoises are
fouud in the rivers and estuaries, and eases have boen recorded of
whales being cast up on tho coast. Tho dugong appears to
havo boeen capturod on one occasion, morg than 20 years ago, off
Maiskhal island, and hes been soen®of late years at the mouth
of the Matamuhari river. Amongst rodents there aro several
speocies of squirrels, mico and rats, which are only too numerous.
Porcupines are common, and hares are also found.

The birds of the district include vultures, falcons, cagles, hawks, pira,,
kites and owls, swallows and swifts, among which the palm swift
may be mentioned, and nightjars. Rollers of tho Burmeso typo,
beo-eators and kingfishers of many kinds aro also found ; the brilli.
ant Haleyon fuscus is shot in great numbers, tho skins being
exported to China. DBesides theso, thero aro broadbills, hornbills,
known locally as dhairsh, parakoots, the love bird (Jatkan), which
hangs downwards instead of perching, many woodpockors and





