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PHYSICAL ASPECTS 7

The most noteworthy wild animals  are elephants, rhinoceros,
tigers, leopards, bears,” wilil dogs, wild pig, deer, buﬂ'uloc-s, and
withan (Bus gaurus).  The smaller mithan (Zus frontalis) has hoen
domesticated by the wild tnbes, and_it is doubtful whether it isnow
found in Assam in a wild stat- Rhinoceros are of three kind-,
the large variety («nzecornts), which lives in the swamps that fringe
the Brahmaputra, the smaller variety (sondaieus), which is oceasionally
met with in the rame lecality, aud the small two-horned thinoceros
USsaa hremad), which 1 now and again ~cen in the hills south of the
Surmil Vallev, though i~ ovdinary habitat is Sumatra, Bornco and
the Muluy Peninsula The ordinary varicties of deer found in the
Provinee are the sambhar (Cerens umieodor), the bara stngha  or
swamp deer | Cewpve dozaneelliy, the hog deer (Cerrus porcinue), and
the harking deer cocrvalns muntine). Goat-antelopes (Ve morhaed ns
Swumebienses) are occasionally met with on the higher hills, but
are searee and shy.  Elephants are found i considerable numbers
in the Assam Valley and i the Jower slopes of the Assam Range.
They are alno occastonally hunted with success in south Cichar and
w south-cantern Sylhet,  Extensive operations have been undertaken
by the Government Khedah department, aml wahals, or the right
of hunting withm cortadn arens not reserved  for that department,
ure leared by auction sale 1o the highest bidder, who pags a royalty
of Re. 100 on ench anmunal captared. Duriee the period when the
Government kheddis were working in the Garo Hills about 400
elephants were anmally captured - the  Provinee  Small gamo
inchude florwan, partridges, pheas its, pea and jungle fowd, wild
gevneand duek, sutpe, and hares Excellent  mahseer fishing is
alwo shitamed in some of the rivers.

The dlimate of  Assam 15 charseterised by coolnessand extreme
humubity, the natural resulf of the great. wat.r sutfuee und extensive
forest> owver which evaporation and condensation gro on, and  the
close prosunity of the Wl ranges, on which an excensive precipi-
tatin takes place.  Its most dwtinguishing feature is the cupious
rainfall between March and May, at a time whon precipitation over
vorthern dudia s at it wunimum. The  year is thus roughly
divided into two seasons, the enld weather and the raing, the hot
weather of the rest ol Indin being completely absent.  From the
beginning of Nuovember 611 the end of Tebruary the climate
is coul and extromely plost, and at no period of the year is
the beat excessive.  Table 1. appended o this article, shows the
mean  tempersture and dinrnal 1ange in January, May, July, and
November at Silchar, Sibsacar, and Dhubri, the only stations in the
Province at which alservations huve heen systeinatically recorded for
any eonsiderable period.  Except. in the height of the rains, the
mean temperature is appreciably lower at Silsigar than at Dhubri.
This is par''y due to the heavy fugs, which in the cold weather
frequently hang over the upper part of the Brahmaputra Valley
tll a late hour of the day and preveut the country from being
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warmed - by the rays of the sun. 1In the Surmi Valley the
thermometer in the winter is from five to six degrees higher
than in upper Assam, but during the remainder of the year the
climate of Sylhet is fairly cool. Cachir has a higher mecan
temperature for the year than any other District in the Province.
On the Shillong plateau the therinometer seldom rises above 80°
in the shadv at the hottest season of the ycar, and ice forms on
shallow pools in the winter nights. Fogs occur in the Surmi Valley,
but are not as common as in central and upper Assam, where at
certain scasons of tho year they are a serious impediment to steamer
traffic. In the Surma Valley the prevailing wind is from the
south-west, except in the months of April and May, when it has a
north-nerth-east direction. In the Brabmaputra Valley the wind is
usually from the north-cast. In July and August the wind blows
from the south-west in Assam proper and from the south-cast in the
Godlpara District.

1o total amount of rain that fallsin Assam during the year
is always abundant, but is sometimes unfavourably distributed.
In the Surma Valley, thh average rainfall at Sylhet is 157 inches,
agd at Silchar 124, To the south of the valley precipitation is less
pronounced, hut deluges of rain fall on the southern slopes of the
Khasi Hills and pour down into the valley. The average annunal
rainfall at CrRERRAPUNIT is 458 inches, and in 1861, 903 inches
are said to have fallen, of which 503 inches were recorded in the
months of June and July. Goalpara and Lakhimpur, at the two
ends of the Assam Valley, receive about 115 inches of rain during
the year. Kamriap, Nowgong, and Darrang are to some cxtent
protected by the high plateaux of the Khisi Hills, and the rainfall
of ths: Districts ranges from 71 to 77 inches At Lanka, in the
Kapili valley in Nowgong, the average annual fall is less than 43
incheg, but a little to the enst the level of the hills that separate
the Brabmaputra and Surma Valleys falls, andthe rainfall in Sib-
sigar rises to 85 inches. The percentage of the absolute range on
the avaage annual full is 70 in the Surma and 68 in the Assam
Valley. The rainfall in the hill Distriets is ample, but at the few
stations at which ohservatiors have been recorded its character is
largely determined by loeal conditions, and the average rainfall of
this region is probably larger than the figures would suggest.
Statistics of monthly rainfall are shown in table IL

Storms often occur in the spring months, generally accom-
panied by high winds and heavy local rainfall, but seldom take the
form of destructive cyclones. Two such, however, visited the country
at the foot of the Garo Hills in 1900, destroying everything in their

ath, and killing 44 people. The Province has always suffered more
rom floods thun from a failuro of the water-supply. The rainfall,
which is everywhere heavy, is in places enormous, and the rivers are
frequently unable to carry off the torrents of water suddenly precipi-





