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It is clear that hominins interacted with rhinoceroses as food
sources. Skeletal elements of rhinoceroses were frequently
reported from zooarcheological sites across Africa, Asia, and
Europe (Figure 1). According to our literature review, the
earliest hominin species to have coexisted with and possibly
had the ability to hunt rhinos were Homo erectus and Homo
neanderthalensis®3, who lived between 1.89 million and Conclusion Online Source Links / Email
143,000 years ago and from 200,000 to 40,000 years ago -
(respectively)*°*.Rhinoceroses are large, usually solitary, often
aggressive ungulates, which made them rare to encounter and
dangerous to kill. However, it may have been possible for
hominins to obtain rhinoceros meat by scavenging after other

Figure 2. (a) summary of the timeline based on the dating information either provided by rhinoceros remains or other specimens found at each site.
Data entries were reorganized based on the likely interaction between rhinoceros and hominins and the estimated age of the fossil specimen. The
left side of each chart is the estimated timeline of the major hominin species according to the Smithsonian’s Human Origins Program. The right
side of each chart corresponds to the timeline for different sites. (b) detailed dating from 3.75 million years ago to 1.00 million years ago; (c)
detailed dating from 150 thousand years ago to 14 thousand years ago; (d) detailed dating from 900 thousand years ago to 150 thousand years ago.

* Fossil records form prehistoric sites In Africa, Asia, and Europe showed Homo  ZeeMaps: https://www.zeemaps.com/map?group=1113706
erectus and Homo neanderthalensis coexisted and may have been capable of hunting  Human Origins Program: http://humanorigins.si.edu
rhinoceroses. Elizabeth V. Berkeley: berkelev@jmu.edu

* It i1s highly plausible that early hominins were able to deflesh and consume  Tuong-Vi Nguyen: nguyen.tvia@gmail.com
rhinoceros meat. Many bone fossils show butchery marks (cut or percussion) on their  Briana Pobiner: POBINERB@si.edu

I 1 6,7 111 ] ]
predators had killed the rhlnoc_eros . In addition, numerous surface. Jun Yan: junyanzx@gmail.com
skulls and a several bones of rhinos have been round In caves  « However, it is difficult to confirm whether or not early hominins hunted rhinoceroses
where hominins may have potentially lived or congregated, directly or scavenged the meat after another predator. Acknowledgements
which suggests that hominins were at least capable of e ' INi ' , ' . . .
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reason we were not able to confirm hunting by hominins on IVEs. | | for providing funds to support this project.
rhinoceroses is due to their size; it may be possible for an early * We are unable to find evidence of hunting through the fossil records because
human to kill prey without leaving any marks on the bones’. hominins may have been able to kill and butcher rhinoceroses without leaving marks
Although our literature review found very few butchery marks on their bones.
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