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endemic palm Pritchardia beccariana, and it was expected that this 
forest, the last good one in this island, would be left untouched. How
ever, I learnt to my surprise that this forest now was the site of a 
prison camp, called Kulani, and that the koa was going to be cut on a 
large scale in order to create a profitable territorial lumber industry. 
Whether this unfortunate scheme includes reforesting with koa, I do 
not know. Anyhow, the supply will soon be exhausted. I visited the 
place, where large clearings had been made and the camp was in full 
swing. A motor road leading to the camp, which is closed to visitors 
not holding permission to enter, had been constructed and extended 
through the forest as far as to the 1942 lava flow. Once disturbed, the 
forest will soon become invaded by foreign elements, and the natural 
undergrowth, exposed to light, cannot persist. I doubt that this region 
has even been thoroughly explored by an expert botanist. I got the 
impression that the whole scheme was strongly disapproved by the 
forestry people, but they were unable to stop it. It is a hard blow to 
nature protection in the islands. 

NATURE PROTECTION IN THE INDONESIAN ARCHIPELAGO 

( NETHERLANDS INDIES) 

By A. Hoogerwerf, Member of the Council of the Society for 
Nature Protection in the Netherlands Indies 

1. Introduction. (Something about the past of our movement in the 
Netherlands Indies and some hopes for the future). Although in the 
early part of 1900 Government regulations came into force to protect 
certain animals and to limit game-hunting in this Archipelago, it may 
be pointed out that not until 1912 did the foundation of the Nether
lands Indian Association for Nature Protection induce the authorities 
to pay more attention to the cultural duty they had to fulfil on behalf 
of matters connected with Nature Protection and Game-Hunting. 

This Association was established at Buitenzorg and counted among 
its members prominent citizens of this country, among whom were 
several biologists of standing, and had as a member of its Council the 
Director of the Botanic Gardens. Owing to the last fact this scientific 
institution was more or less the centre of the activities in this domain 
during the whole history of the movement of Nature Protection in the 
Netherlands Indies. 

Immediately after its establishment this association proposed to the 
Government the composition of a series of new laws regarding pro
tection of nature, through which it became possible to keep certain 
areas of zoological, botanical, geological or aesthetic importance un
touched and to protect certain species of animals. This shows that 
the pioneer work in our Archipelago in this respect has been done 
principally by this private association, which during its whole exist
e~ce enjoyed the moral support and co-operation of the authorities, 
WIth the Governor-General of the Netherlands Indies as its patron. 
In later years it also co-operated with the Netherlands Committee 
for International Nature Protection - with its well-known chair
man Dr. P. van Tienhoven-and kept up relations with many sister 
societies abroad. The annual reports of the association bear witness 
of its important work on behalf of the protection of nature in the 
Netherlands Indies. 
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by so dense a population as that of Java. In the Indonesian Archi
pelago there is «periculum in mora" and I appeal to all who are inter
ested in international Nature Protection, in particular the newly estab
lished «Union Internationale pour la Protection de la Nature", to help 
the handful of enthusiasts in that part of the world. 

2. Natu1"e Protection during the Japanese Occupation (1942-1945) 
and after that Period. The Dutch official for Nature Protection, A. 
Hoogerwerf, resumed work in April, 1942, but he was removed to the 
ornithological section of the Zoological Museum in February, 1944, 
and therefore his activities on behalf of Nature Protection were re
stricted to a minimum. The work had to be limited to Java only, as no 
contact with the other islands could be obtained. With a lot of trouble 
some excursions could be made, but this stopped altogether after 
August, 1943. The Rhino Reserve, Udjung Kulon and the Nature 
Reserves, Pulau Duwa, Tjibodas Mt. Gede and Depok were visited. 
Udjung Kulon was inspected in September-October, 1942, and for the 
second and last time in January, 1943. In September this Fauna Re
serve and its game seemed to be safe, but there was hardly any 
personnel left and guarding was done very insufficiently. After this 
visit more funds were put at the disposal of the Bantam forester as a 
result of which in January, 1943, things were improving, the guarding 
was again satisfactory, and activities on new pastures had started 
again. During the whole Japanese occupation the guards remained at 
their posts and reports were favourable. It appeared that the Nature 
Reserve Pulau Duwa was deprived of its taller vegetation, which 
made it impossible for the heron- and stork-like birds to nest here. 
Guards were appointed again and some months later prospects seemed 
already much better. In this reserve, too, the guards stayed till the 
Japanese capitulated. The Nature Reserve Depok was only little 
damaged and the newly appointed guard remained on his post during 
all the war years. It was only after the Japanese capitulation that this 
reserve was very heavily damaged and nearly deprived of all its big, 
very old trees. 

The Nature Reserve Tjibodas NIt. Gede was slightly damaged, but 
in general it remained in good condition during the whole occupation. 

About some other reserved areas, e.g. Mt. Papandajan, Tangkoeban 
Prahoe-Pelaboehan Ratoe unfavourable reports reached our office, 
from which it became evident that these territories had been heavily 
damaged. 

The many attempts to get the private Reserve Tjikepoeh under 
Government control failed, and owing to this the big game there may 
have been nearly or entirely exterminated. 

From Central- and East-Java only few reports came in. 
The Yang Highland had been guarded by Mr. Ledeboer Sr. himself 

and after his internment (during which he died). by his son, probably 
, until Japan's capitulation. Some thousands of deer were shot there on 

behalf of the Japanese army, although this is of only small importance 
considering the big deer supply in this private reserve. The Fauna 
Reserve Balm'an kept its guards during the whole occupation. In June, 
1944, the number of bantengs (wild oxen) was estimated at about 
500, the deer at 200. The waterholes for the game were cleaned and 
deepened in 1943. Favourable reports arrived from the Nature Re
serve Ardjuna Lalidjiwo, where the game-supply was said to improve. 
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2. Hunting Regulations Java · and Madura 1940, to carry into 
execution the Hunting Ordinance 1940. 

5. Regulations About to come into Force when the Pacific War 
Broke Out 

The following Ordinances and executive Regulations were ready to 
be presented to the Government of the Netherlands Indies when the 
Pacific War broke out. 

1. Fauna Protection Ordinance valid for the whole Archipelago. 
la. Regulations to carry into execution this Ordinance. 
2. Hunting Ordinance for the territories outside the islands of 

Java and Madura. 
2a. Regulations to carry into execution this Ordinance. 

With the coming into force of these new laws the «Wild Animal 
Protection Ordinance and Regulations 1931" (as mentioned above) 
would expire. 

NEW ZEALAND 

Dr. H. H. Allan, Wellington, has kindly submitted for publication 
the following report on areas created scenic or historic reserves during 
the period 1938-1947. 

1938. 61,868 acres. In addition, two private scenic reserves, 519 
acres. Additions made to Bream Head Reserve at the entrance to 
Whangarei Harbour. Rock Pinnacles of Manaia were declared a reser
vation. A scenic reserve was established along the Kiretere-Awakino 
Road. At Lake Rotoma 484 acres of dense forest were set aside. Vari
ous small forest and mountain areas in North Island were also re
served. 

In South Island 28,200 acres in the Lewis Pass area, Nelson Land 
District, and 3,396 acres along Arnold River, Lake Brunner, Westland. 
There is now a chain of reserves round Lake Wapaho, Westland. 
Some 1,147 acres were added to the reserves near the Fox Glacier, and 
a number of smaller reserves were established in various parts of 
South Island. 

1939. 16,905 acres.-Near Awakino, North Island, 382 acres of forest. 
Some 10 acres added to Trounson Kauri Park. On the Kaimai Ranges, 
Auckland, 4,490 acres of forest. Additions were made to the Huiarau 
Reserve, Gisborne Land District. The whole of the old Maori fighting 
pas are now included. A number of forest areas along roads in South 
Island, including areas in the Marlborough Sounds. 

1940. 5,951 acres.-A number of areas, mainly forested, were re
served in both islands. An area of 88 acres surrounding Shakespeare 
Cliff, Cook's Bay, Coromandel Peninsula, was proclaimed a reserve, 
being the site of Captain Cook's observation of the transit of Mercury. 
Further areas were reserved in the Marlborough Sounds, totalling 
1,200 acres. The area surrounding the Opiti Blowhole at Jack's Bay, 
Otago. Major P. H. Johnston set aside a forest area of over 200 acres 
on his estate at Raincliff, South Canterbury, as a memorial to the 
pioneers, to be called «Raincliff Pioneer Park". The dominant tree is 
the kahikatea, Podocarpus dacrydioides. 

1941. 16,l84 acres.-Reservation was completed over 653 acres on 
Great Barrier Island, including kauri and mixed forest. An area of 13 
acres in the Petone Borough, Wellington, was reserved to preserve 

605 


	schenkel013
	schenkel014
	schenkel015
	schenkel016
	schenkel017
	schenkel018
	schenkel18a
	schenkel18b
	schenkel019
	schenkel020

