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Two male Javanese, one-horned rhinoceroses disport in a typical wallow in the Reserve
in the western part of the island.

Java’s One-Horned Rhino

By ANTON DE VOS & A. HOOGERWERF
Photographs by A. Hoogerwerf

world is now on its way to extinction. Except

for a few ardent Nature enthusiasts, nobody
seems to care. If measures are not taken in the very
near future, a few mounted specimens of the queer
Javanese rhinoceros will share space with other animals
in some museums with the label “Recently Extinct.”
What will not be mentioned — but should be — is:
“Through Human Carelessness.”

It is unfortunately the bitter truth that the extirpa-
tion of this rhinoceros will be the result of the greedi-
ness of few and the indifference of others. To the mis-
fortune of this pachyderm, a belief — dating back for a
great many centuries — exists among some Oriental
people that their horns, skin, certain other parts of their
body, and their blood have magical medicinal qualities.
Pulverized horn or skin are believed to cure almost any
kind of disease, and to be able to restore lost strength,
youth, and vitality. Cups made of the horn are believed
to render poison innocuous. This creates a large de-
mand for the rhinoceros and it has been, therefore,
ardently hunted. That the animal is worth the hunters’
while is shown by the fact that the horn alone is worth

l NE of the most imposing looking animals of the
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its weight in silver. One horn means one dead animal.

During the Dutch rule in Java, the rhinocerosses
were adequately protected in a refuge on the extreme
western point of this island. Now, on account of the
chaotic-political situation in Java, not much attention
is paid to the survival of the animals, which may result
in an untimely extinction of the species.

Formerly the range of the one-horned rhinoceros in-
cluded Bengal, Assam, Burma, Siam, Indo-China,
Malaya, Sumatra, and west and central Java. It is
now very likely that it has become restricted to western
Java only, although it might still survive on Sumatra.
This rhino disappeared from the mainland, and the
greater part of Java, during the last few decades as a
result of persecution by native hunters. However,
some white hunters are also guilty. 'On Sumatra, thirty
years ago, possibly a dozen of these colossuses still sur-
vived, yet a single big- game hunter since shot seven
specimens within a few years’ time.

On Java the species had reached a low ebb around

1930, when only twenty individuals were believed to _.
have survived. As a result of strict police protection in

the Oedjong Koelon Reserve in western Java the rhi-
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A view of a river in the

Oedjong Koelon Reserve in

Java, where the rhino and

otherwildlifewereprotected

during Dutch rule. The

jungle background is most-
ly second growth.

nocerosses increased remark-
ably well and probably num-
bered around thirty just before
World War II. Apparently
during the hostilities with Ja-
pan very few were poached, as
natives were not allowed to
carry firearms and there was
fear of the few tigers that in-
habit the reserve. Actually,
the tiger may prove to be the
best guardian of the rhino in
the near future. Nevertheless
a few rhinos may have been poached since the end of
the war, as many Indonesians and Chinese are in the
possession of firearms. Illegal killing, combined with
the lack of interest shown by the authorities under the
present chaotic circumstances, makes the future look
far from bright for the Javanese rhino.

Rather little is known about this vanishing creature.
It is secretive in habits and therefore difficult to ob-
serve. It is nearly always roaming around alone.

The Javan one-horned rhino differs from the Indian
species by virtue of its smaller size, smaller horn, and a
different pattern of the deep skin-folds. The thick skin
is subdivided into small, scale-like discs, which make
this pachyderm look like a prehistoric monster. It in-
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frequently attacks human beings. As the rhino’s vision
is poor, attacks do not take place on sight, but on scent.
As soon as a rhino has had a good smell of human odor,
it either flees or charges. The speed such a heavy colos-
sus can develop during a charge is really remarkable,
and a person has to be a good runner and an agile tree-
climber to escape. In the interests of survival, most of
the observer’s time while studying the rhinos was spent
in trees. Nevertheless, he was attacked several times,
and once his luggage was badly banged up during such
an attack.

The vegetation of Oedjong Koelon, the game re-
serve where studies of the rhino were made and which
covers an area of about 65,000 acres, consists mainly of
second-growth jungle. The
area is partially covered by a
savannah landscape dotted
with palm trees and, partially,
by bamboo thickets.

The rhinos move through
the reserve more or less in a
criss-cross fashion, although
tunnels are made in the vege-
tation in places that are often
frequented. During their
travels, the animals browse on
the leaves and twigs of differ-
ent trees and shrubs, and
greases also are eaten. The

(Continued on page 332)

Side view of a male rhino in

its wallow. Here the typi-

cal lone horn and skin folds

of the pachyderm are vis-
ible.
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PEEP IN THE PATIO
- (Continued from page 296)
grasshopper, whose head and ‘inner pos-
. sessions I removed, so that there was left
only an empty and headless husk. This I
carefully stuffed with mashed leaf, wet
with milk and water. My purpose was to
see if life could be prolonged through the
absorption of nutriment at scattered cen-
ters by a sort of osmosis. As a study in
viability it was not a failure, for certainly
the rough edges of death were smoothed
away. Possibly what happened was not
due to nutrition, but rather to the fact
that the inner lining of the husk was not
permitted to wither as fast as it might
have, had there been no leafy protection
against evaporation. Whatever the ex-
planation, this leg-happy fellow continued
to jump, when prodded, fer sixty-three
triumphant hours. His vigor dwindled so
slowly that one wonders when, if ever,
death took over and the ghoulish ghost ex-
pired.

Equally startling can be a sudden mani-
festation of life when its imminence is not
suspected. Prying from the wall a deli-
cately formed chunk of amberish some-
thing, about the size of a large olive, I
brought it indoors as an example of the
dependence of beauty upon symmetry.
Some weeks later our house began to hop
with minuscule objects, pale jade-green
in color. Their source wes traced to the
amber, an unrecognized egg-capsule of a
praying mantis. Dozens of little mantids
were tumbling over themselves as they
squirmed out of their prison. In the
warmth of the house, they had hatched
prematurely. All that we could catch we
restored to the patio, but a frost disputed
their right to be there, and few of them
survived. '

Afterward, an adult, (from who knows
what mantid’s capsule, for we now find
them adhering to almost every tree,) flew
into our dining room omne evening when we

were at dinner. It landed like a helicopter -

on a side table and cheerfully began, with
scratchy sounds from its bewildered claws,
- to climb the steep sides of a pitcher.
Once on top, it-gazed around the room,
turning -its head this way and that, and
fixed upon us a long friendly stare. Then
in disgust it gave its-eyes a. thorough
rubbing with its wrists, like a cat washing
its face, and flew off to a screened porch.
There it made itself at home for some
weeks, depending on imported food. Three

flies made an excellent meal, but flies were |
scarce and an occasional caterpillar had to ~

be substituted. This it.grabbed with its,

short arms, and gnawed from one end to

the other.

. One moonlit night, there jumped, not a
cow over the moon, but a cat-sized animal -,
over our wall. When.I saw him scooting: |

under the house through an aperture whose

screen had been left open, T put out a

hand to.grab the fluffy tail. . White stripes
stopped me short. Should L:then sit by

the_opening with a can_of salmon, and if...
332"

~a hard

he came out, try to slide the screen be-
hind him? An alarm clock was the
answer. = Perhaps by the wee small hours
Mr. Polecat would have gone a-hunting.
Most fortunately he had!

Let us draw a final curtain on this
pageant of life and death in the patio.
It is a late afternoon in summer. A sheet
of rain is sweeping down from the moun-

tain tops, flashes of lightning rip the *
clouds, and thunder smashes and rolls"

across the valley. Suddenly the storm
vanishes, and in the peaceful crepuscule a
new music arises on the soaking desert —
an orchestra of “frogs.” Their concert is
so loud that we wonder how such small
animals can produce it. Thousands of
spade-foot toads, seen or heard only after
summer storm, have come up
from underground to sing and rejoice and
love.

JAVA’S ONE-HORNED
RHINO

(Continued from page 298)

colossuses sometimes break or uproot en-
tire trees when feeding.

The Javanese rhino is more nocturnal
than diurnal in habits. During the day
the animal seeks cover in the dense jungle
vegetation, while at night it feeds and
washes itself in some of the numerous
mud-wallows present in the area. Bath-
ing, however, takes place in the daytime,
and is apparently a favorite pastime.
While in the wallows, the animal rolls
over and over. Sometimes it stays in
such pools for hours at a stretch. After a
bath, mud is rubbed off on the trees that
surround a pool. Enormous dung heaps
are produced, indicating the huge quanti-
ties of food digested. Only one young is
born to a cow every four or five years
after having been carried for about eight-
eén months. The calf is suckled for at
least two years. As the reproductive rate is
extremely slow, this means an extra
danger to the survival of the species.
It was one of the animals listed as requir-

ing immediate protection by the Inter--

national Conference on Nature Protection
at Lake Success, New York, in 1949. It is
to be hoped that. conservationists through-
out the world will aid the handful of en-
thusiasts in Indonesia in trying to save
this vanishing species.

WILDLIFE IN THE MAILS

-~ (Continued: from page 320)

i the world. 'Gr_adually the concept géined

in popularity.

A--cursory review shows that in the
decade, 1891-1900, fifteen postage stamps
were issued in-which wildlife was used as

the central theme of the.design. ~In the

following decade, 1901-1910, eighteen more
appeared. and ‘between 1911 and 1920,
nineteen were‘issued throughout the world.

At least 40 new wildlife stamps were re--
leased during the next decade and the

peak was reached during the period, 1931-

1940, when no less than 145 were issued.
From 1941 to the present 69 more have
been added and when it is realized that

“thany of the stamps appearing in the previ-
“ous decade are still in use, the concept of

wildlife on postal issues throughout the
world is a dominant one today.

THE HEAVENS IN
JUNE AND JULY

(Continued from page 325)

telescopically to be in the gibbous phase.
Mars is now decreasing noticeably in
brightness. It is as bright as Vega on
June 1, but by the end of July is not much
brighter than Spica, which it passes on
July 28. Tt remains in Virgo during these
two months. It is on the meridian at sun-
set the end of June and sets about mid-
night. It is low in the west by the end
of July at sunset, setting between two and
three hours after the sun. Jupiter is in
the constellation of Aquarius. It rises
about midnight in the southeast the mid-
dle of June, and in the late evening in
July, and is visible for the remainder of
the night. Saturn remains visible in the
western evening sky in the constellation
of Leo. On June 3 it is due south at sun-
set. The middle of June it is about mid-
way between Regulus and Mars. By
the end of July it is low in the west at
sunset. At that time it is exactly equal
to Regulus in brightness and not much in-
ferior to Mars which is now rapidly de-
creasing in brightness. It will be inter-
esting to compare the change in bright-
ness of these two planets with that of
Spica and Regulus which remain un-
changed.

Summer will commence in the northern
hemisphere and winter in the southern
hemisphere when the sun is farthest north
of the equator on June 21 at 6:37 P.M.,
Eastern Standard Time.

“David’s Folly”’

- We were intrigued by a folder that comes

to hand from “David’s Folly” Earthworm
Farm, West Brooksville, Maine, principal-
ly at the choice of the name. The folder
does not reveal who David was or what
kind of folly he indulged in. It does, how-
ever, tell the story of the value of earth-
worms, where to put them and how to
enlist their cooperation. If you are short
on earthworms and would like to remedy
that situation drop them a line and ask
for a folder.

Demonstration Forest!

Research and practical demonstration of
woodland management will be carried on
by Iowa-State College on a 296-acre forest
near- Delhi, Iowa. This tract came to the
Coltege under the will of the late Emma
L. Brayton, who had indicated much con-
cern-over the destruction of native Iowa
timber. The forest -will stand as-a mem-
orial to Miss Brayton’s fathér and mother.




