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THE CHALLENGES 
OF EXPANDING INDIA'S 

RHINO POPULATION 
A true SUcx;esssIOry. tht:l Greater one-homed (Indian 

rhinO) has been brought back trom lewerthan 100 

animals in the early 1900s. Today. more than 85% of 

world's Greater one-hOmed rhlno population 
InhabUs Kazlranga Nallonai Pork In Assam. India 

Susie Ellis, PhD I Executive Dlrector,lnterndtlonal RhinofoundatlOl"l 

H 
<1'Ilnt~m05tcfthe 
animals In one 
populllionputs ~ at 
risk from catast ropheos 

such as flGOds or disease 
outbrNk5. which could Iud to 

aserlous population dKllne. lt 
Is neverwlseto han 'all the 

eQQS in one baske!' bl'Cluu it 
slnqle disaster could wipe- out 
a century 01 pr~I'5S In a vPrY 
short t ime. 

The need 10 SPreiid India's rhillO 
population out in the va~1 areas 

still conlitil1ll11} QOOd habitat 

I~ tothll'devel~ t d the 
iII!Ibilious Indian Rhino Vision 

2020(lRV 2020) prOl¥ammein 
2006 IRV 2020 aims to Increase 

Auam's Grealer oneilDfned rhinos 
103,000 illlimals ~read out lItnonq 

Sl'VI"Il prolecledil'"easby 2020 The 
proqr amme is a pil'"tner5hip amOlHj the 

GoYernmenl of As2ITI, tneBOOo Territorial 
Cound, WWr~m!ia. theUS Fi5hl. Wildi~e 
Sl'I'Vlce and the International Rhino 
foundation ORr). The protected areas to 
where rhinos wm be ffiQYed include Manas 
National P(lfk and the Burachaporl Wi ldlif e 
Sanclua"l, areas In which rhinos once 
were common 

In Manas, vlOient clv" conflict beginning In 
-1989 CIIU!oi'd massive dimlaqe 10 the Park's 
inl r aslmeNre and r@sul l edlnthelonot 
il s rhino population. However, we are we!I 
on tneway lorebulldmg ftlepopulahon 
18 animals were translocated to the Park 
betwl'l'll 2008 and 201~undfr1RV 2020, 
and another eight animllis were rescued 

from "ODdS in Kalil' iW\9a, hand .... eared, and 
rele-asedifltoManasby the W4d1ife Trust ot 
tndllL Tile PfOl1l1tnmeha:shlld nlghS/JI'Id 
tows over thepastM'Veratye(lfs eiQtlt ot 
the IRV 2020 /JI'Iimais have bHrl poacl'led, 
but t1 calves atsohil\ll'been born, the most 
recl"llt In JJIy lOtS. II IS InterestlfUj to note 

IIlllt tile recent mother QaVe birth to htf 
lirst c..rt In Apr~ 200 atld the second c"" 
now alter almost 26monlt1s Thelather, 

~ coed thelirst animals moved to the PiI'"k, 

wlISpo.lCheditl November 2014 sadly, au 

ot thebrMdinlll·.maleshavebeenkilled 
and thtfe Is oow no bfHdln1ll mall' in the 
ParII;'s 31 rllillOs. 

Thf last tt\rH poaching events can be 

attributable to an InsutQfllcy movement 
In thl'atl'i.overwhkhtRV 2020parlners 
have 110 control Until security is!oUes 
are resolvtd, tRV 2020 partners are not 

InVfSt~ lurther "sources, eJCept for a 
Save the Rtiino-Chesler 2oo·supporl ed 
'community li'lelihOOOs' prOjeCt 

Bec/IIJSI' of its decaylnlll inlrastructure 
and loss of SIlecles, the UNESCO World 
Herllaqe Commission piKed Manas on 
the 'In Danger lisl' in 1992, jusl s~ven 
yeanafler il qlllned World Heri tage 
Site status Itsdeslqnatlon as a World 
Heritage Sltewasre!nstated In 2011 The 
IRV 2020 rhino tran5l0!:.8tlons, as well as 

tiger conservation projects In the area, 
(Jeatly anisted ltlisprocess,lRV 20;10 
provided a boost In terms ot inlraSln.lc ture 
dtVelopme-nt, manpower deployment (I' III 
home (jUards and others), community 
!oUppotl mobilisation and tourism grOWItl 
ItIItII'Park 

In November 2014, dl5hearlenedby the 

mlno poachlnljliosSI'S In Manalo IRV 2020 
partners CDflYI!f1!d II population mOOel11llQ 
work5hop In Guwahatl, Assam, torevlew 
PtOQresswlthlRV 2020 tran5loc:atlons 
terdall and to dlsoClm luture rhino 
moves Thework$hop,led by Dr Phil 
Miller of ltlelUCN ConSI'I'Vation Breeding 



Sj)Klaiisl Group locu!oed on 

• Di5Cusslnq and I:Ietermlnlnq 
the real numbl'fS n~ 
lor the long'll'fm wccessol lhe IRV 2020, l aking into 
Kcounl lhl uperientt In M&l8S with poac:hTnqlos:les 

• ModeIllnq prtdlcted population I1r:J1<th rates and the 
numhers 01 rhinos needed to mllke Irar1stocahons 
iI succen 

• Dis(u5sing w~slo ameliora te known threats as well as 
unloresl'el1 l'Veflls 

Themodelscrealed at the worhhop SU9Qeslthat the 
inlroduction 01 additional fhlno into /.1anu National 
Park woul(! likely not be ne<essary ~ poaching could be 
eliminated oyer thelonq-Ierm As this Is unlikely In the I'INr 

lutur~, II anstocatJons woul(! almOSI Cl'f l ainty lie required 
10 substantially Increil:le the Manas rhino population OYl'f 
thenext one to twodKadf!s Hr:JI<@'Il'f,transtocations 
can only be $l)(cesstul II poaclllnq prHSlJTe is redlKed to 
less than one animal poaclled @'Iffy ye .. -whkh mil'( 001 

be a realistic qoal al this time Unld the current Intenstty 
01 poachlnqlSftduced to zero lor Sf.VlI!'fai years, thelRV 
partners wi. 1101 moye more al1lmals to the Park, as this 
would bean unwise placl!fllll!'f'li 0/ apreocjousreSOUfc~ 

SuriKhapori, thenext sitelor IRV 202Otranstocations, 
also once lIeld a sll1I~icant populabon 0/ rll1nos In 1')55, 
4Ianlmals{2Smllles, t2lemales. and oneeal! 01 unknown 
:lex)wlI!'fe docume-oted In the area, By the early 1980s, 
SUlach<'lPOf1w/lshome tomore than 70 rhinos How~er, 
in 1983-84, poachersk~ledmore than 40rhinos within a 
matter of weeks The fest of the survi'ling rhinos lied to 
saler PfOte<ted areasnearbv. sucn as Orangand Kazlranqa 
NatJonai Parks 

Thehabltat In SUfachaporlls st ~ 1 oIqOOd quality and can 
readily suppor t a re'establlshed rhino pD!!Utatlon, but 
as population models demonstrate, a new population 
cannot t~er ate poachinq UsinQ lessons learned in Manas, 
partlcularlv about the Impocl8nce 01 round·the'clod, pro' 
aclNe proteoction, lIle animals Will be contained within a 
wetl-proteoc'ed larqe (tSkm') bOrna In 8ur&chil!JOlilor al 
least 6-\2 months before being reteased Inlo tha Park The 
IRV 2020 parlnef'S plan 10 moye lIle IIrsl ~x mInos from 
Kazirilf\9<11ater 11'12015 Sl av tUMd! 

Grants 

Slnc.OC1ober 2014. savelhe Rhino hallenl 
tll .043 to IRV2020. tncllKl1ng $7 ,~trQm S21 
Inc_ ana Ii 1.841 110m Chestel Zoo IQI commuruty 
Uvelthoods around Manas and BuIOChapoII 
and €5,OOO flom Opel Zoo IOWaJOJ lance 
COS" lor JUIochapall-Laokhowa WI.IdlUa 
sanctuary Complln 
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