
Indonesia 

Javan rhinos 
Things are looking up 

Uving on the brink 01 extinction. the critically endangered Javan rhino 
(RhInoceros sondaicus) numbers 57- 6IlndMduals. and exists onty in 
76.300 ho In Indonesia's Ulung !(ulan Naliona i Park (UKNp). 

Susie Ellis. PhD I Execut ive Director, international Rhino foundation 

I
t Is ptrheps f~h'S most Ih rNlen.cl 
t tr feost rltl mn mll, I nd one 01' two 
As l,n rhlno spf'CiH ,"SffIOllS trouble. 
JIV.n rhinos hlV' bnn monitor~ and 

pro\ fCtf'd by I he UKNF' p.rll authority. 
wwr Indon e'Sl l , .nd YayMan Bldak 
Indone'Sl. (V ABI or th t Rh ino Foundat ion 
o/In(looes l. ) I or Iht pest t hre. dec.dl!'5, 
with no rf(orded Inst.ne" of poaching. 

In addition to Ihe poaching rlsl<. the S!ll!Cies' 
sln9le-slte location Is the grtlltesl lhreal, 
mailing It susceptible to disease ood/or 
natural disasters SUdl as volcanic eruption 
Md earthquakes, 

There hasbeen 900<:1 news lor J.wan 
rhinos thlspaslyear Previou~population ">-__________ I'Stlmates 

~ wg9l'~ted 
The Javan rhino Is perhops 
eorth·, m()$t threotened terrestrtal 
mammal. and one o t two Asian 
rhino ~pec!e$ In 5eltous trouble 

that betwet'fl 
3Band44 
animal~ lived 
in the Park. 
U!Jngcam«a 

tr <IPS donated by the Intl'fnationlll Rhino 
foonoation and WWf s.o that full covera9l' 
01 the Park couldbellChleved. UKNP 
camera trap uperts docume'llted lli'twH'll 
S8 and 61 rhinOS, An indepflldent team 
from thelUCN A!Jan Rhino Speclall~t Group 
ver~ied thueliguru 

for thepaslthreeyears, YA81 has 
emplO'l'ed '\20 local pe-ople toremO'Je 
ArfllQa pa lm in a S.OOO·M area In the 
ea5tem portion 01 the park called the 
Jlr<an Rhino Study and Con~ervati on Area 
(~SCA), Are'llgapalm Is an Invasive species 
that (holies ou t rh ino food ploots Working 
in the ~SCA aua allows local people to 

.. befleflt from the P.k and tolearn more 
about J.wan rhino (onser\lation ef for ts 
Withou t the s.Jnillocking effec t 01 Neoga. 

rhino food plillits can reqenerate r athl'f quickly he'll 
with only78hanow deared. the ~SCA area alfe!!&t' has 
attracted nine new rhinos, inclUding a cow OOd ht1 calf 

The rest 01 the ~SCA project Is nearly complete An 8 km 
fe'llce ha~ bH'll construc ted at the bordt1 01 the PfOJectto 
protec t the rhinos from dl$t'a$es car ried by domestic ca ll ie. 
Which stil l wandl'f Into the Park tograze The JRSCA Is 
planned as the launching site for rhinos that will be moved 
to establls.h a second population In the species' historic 
r anQe, Asses'iII1ents 01 potential promising habitats hlr<e 
just been completed and the 
report is beinQ finalised, 

The chal ll'fl9l's In UKNP are 
not unlike thosefacingmilllV 
other protected areas-with 
limi tN:i resourcl'Sand 
growing iluman populations. 
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there inevitably w ~1 ~conllkt Thebulltr zone around the 
Park is home t04.693 people In \Wocommunltles Currently. AboVe A Jovan 
50- 81%01 thebulltr zone population lives In poverty rhlnoand her 
46% depend on forest resources to survive ar'Id 90% call arughl on 
oIthosearefarmtrs For conservation lobe WCCHstut. a camera trap 
al ternative livehhoods need to be doeIIe!oped and efforts 
made to synergise stakehotdtr$ as new Income"'Ql'fler aling 
activitiesaredevetoped And. It must be oonein awfro( that 
decreases the preSs.Jres on the Par~'s resources and alSO 
enhances the rl'lationsh/p between Park otf lclals and local 
communities, Without good rl'latlons.hlps. there Is a ris,lo; 01 
disturbance and potential rhino habitat degradation. 

Four, four"1narl Rhino Protection Units (RPUs) funded tJy 
the In ternational Rh ino Foundation (Inc luding con tribu tions 
f rom Save the Rhino) and manaQed by YA81, are the 
backbone 01 protection fOf th is species. RPUs compr ise 
three local people hired lifter a rigorous sl'lectlon process, 
and one park guard who has the authority to make arrests 
and carry a weapon, There are sti ll !JgnWIC6'l t IlIe9a1 
activilles within the Park, Including Iishinq. hunting I 
trapping and encroachment. There are four operational 

RPU leams!n place. this comlngyellr. 
we hope to add \WI) more units s.o that the 

new cleared area can be lIdequatety 
pa trolled and IlIeQal actMIIH 
furtherdecrN5fd In the Park. 

Matn lIetween 
58-61 Jovan 

now esllmatecl 
tosUIVlve 


