
Rhino update 

Rhmo 
Conservat on 
Awards 
Sinc_ 2012, the annual Jlh1no 

Conservation Awards have 

• served 10 NCognise the 
• 

· 

remcukablelnd.1Y1duals and 

organtsafionl that dedicate 
themselves to protectlng 
A1r1ca's rhino populations. 

AS the WebSite explains 'Ttw key 
to the success 01 protectIng the 
rNno wUllle In the ded.lcallon at 
aU the people Involved In the IIghl 

against rtllno poaching In Attica 
These people onen do self!eS5 ClOd 
unrecognll.ed work \0 aave QUI 
natulal herltage that Is In dangel 
01 bIIlng lost fOlever 

• 'SomeUmeslhlJ happens In 
Ih.lace 01 pnyllCCli danger 
pollllcOI oPpoliUon and lInanctal 

CQrull'atnts. These facton make Ihe 
CQnlrlbullon Of eaCh role player 

even more worthy 01 'ecoonlUon 
hence the reason lot Ihese awards 

The prtmaryoblectlve ollne 
awclldf; Is 10glV. r.cognmon 

!othewtnners runnersupanc1 

au nomine.. and In dOlng 
50 raiN awarenelS 01 what Is 

done In th.WClT agalnslrnlno 
poachtng thereby proVldlng 

motivatIOn [0 InVOlved 101. playell 
to keep tlghUng loensUr.!hoI 
rhino'. survIVal ' 

www,rhinOColll.rvatlonawards,org 

lThe state of 

jthe rhino 
The dally goryreporlS 01 rhino poochlng Inddents have tailed 011 as the 

media grows jaded, and South Airlca's Department at Environmental 

Affairs has stopped pUbllsh1ng fortnlghtly ligures on poachlng inddents 

and rhino-related arrests. It can be hard to step back. and get an overall 

view 01 whafs happening With rhinos. In this article therelora, we aim to 

provide a quick summary 01 whats happening in Atnca and Asia. 

Cathy ~an I Oirecto..-. SRI 

lA'nca 
Afncan rtuno numbers are COllated 
6Very two 10 thme yeoar.> by the meN 
sse AlJ1(;an Rhlno SpeC1al1s1 Group 
~AlRSG). held In advance oICITES' 
Conference 01 the Fartles. The last 

COP was held In 201J. and therelore 
Iha most up-Io.dale !tIlno populaUon 
numbers we h(I'ffl are correct as al J 1 
December 2012. OrorCIll totals then 
were 20.405 Southern wh!le rhinos 
and 5,055 black rhlnO$. SQUthem 
whlle rhInos are C\.lrrehlly Cla.ssttted 
by Ihe lUeN Red Usl os Noar 
Threatened. though that seems llkely 
10 change next tune the subspedes IS 
assessed: black rhinos om Critically 
Endangered 

In VIew oj Ihe rhino peaching cr\sLs. 

• Ihe AlRSG om that CQUhIry totals 
• no longer be publlshecl SOme 
: tndMduai parks; tmd reserves choose 

10 publld$e InlonnaUon about rhl,no 
numbers In theIr own areas, pel'hOps 
ttl order to anraCltoortsl$: however 
we preIer 001 to quole populotlon 
SIZes In SpectJlC iocallons. The next 
CITES COP 1$ In 5eplember·OCtooor 
2016. and !he nm A1RSG meeUhg Is 
In February 2016 thaI meeting WIll 
thereJore COUate rtUno numtlers gs 01 
JI December 2015 

UntU we have th656 d(fla. illS nOl 
possIble tullY to assess Ihe Impact 01 
Ihe poochtng CTlSI$ on overaU rhino 

numbers However. we do have a 
good estlmaleoI the annual number 
at rhinOS killed by poochel'$ In each 
country throughout sut).SOoomn 
Alrtcauplotheendol 2014 !lls 
Cleat that SOulhAlnca:. which has 
by lat Ihe !aT'J6St rhinO populCIlton. 
Is tha hardest htt (with 1.215 Thlnos 
poached during 2014). though Kenya 
IS lavel'p6gglng In terms o t the 
percentage at Its rhinO populal!on 
Il'lat nave been kllied dunng Ihe last 
1W0year!. 

from these poachlng staUSl!cs, 
the AlRSG'! SCtentltIC Olllcer has 
calculated that 1I poaching conunues 
to accelerate 01 the same rOle 11 
haSdone.then depending on 
theunderlytng blrth rate-2015 
COUld De the npptng point the yoar 
In WhIch poaching and natuf(J\ 
mortatlues ovel1ake births. I.e overall 
rhlnO nlll'l\bers WUI 00 Intodecllne. 
" IS depteS$lng 10 contemplate 
the careful work ot the lastlWO 
deo:r~ tn bUIlding up Alncan rhlno 
populallon numbers and dIStribution 
being undone by the pcx:lchlng crlsts 
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Greater 
on.homed rhinos 
Greater ofl&.homed rhlrIos. Wh1(;h 

are alSo knoWn as IndJan rtI.In«!. aro 
now [cunei only In India and Nepal 
As al 31 DeCember 2012. there were Sumatran rh1nos 
3.333 animals dIStributed OCfO&"llhroo • 
locatiOns In Nepal (Chltwon NoUcocli 
ParlL Bardla National Par):: cmd 
SulClaphanta Wlldl!le Reserve) and 
In three states 01 India; Assam. west 
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. Greater 
one-homed rhinos are cklss!l1ed by 
lhe WeN Red Us! as VUlnerable 

The strongholds lOT Greater one· 
nomed rhinos are In Chl1wan 
National Park and In Kaztrango 
National FOrk mAssam. Stncethe 
begtnnlng 01 the 2011'1 century, 

numbers have steadily grown In 
Katlronga; a!1hough lhe Park has 
alSO been enlarged t:NeT the years.lt 
has exceeded lIS ecologtcal carrying 
capaCity In 2005. Iherelore.Inctlan 
RhIno VIsIon 2020 was launched. 

• Sumatran rhtnOS number only 
around 100 anJrnals. of whICh th~ 
are liVIng in capUVlty tn saoon 
(MllIaysta) on Ine tsland 01 &orneo. 
The remainder me In Sumatra. 
indonesIa . a lthough camera trap 

: Images show lha l at least one animal 
sUrvives In KIlI!mantan, tne southern 
(indonesIan) part OJ Borneo 

The Sumatran popUlaUOOs are 
dtslrtbu(ed a=!hree slles: Gunung 
(.eUSo!lr. Buk11 Bartsan Selalan and 
Wcry Kombas Nattonal Rnl:::s 

No Sumatran rhinos have been 
rucorded as poached since 2OCI6. 
buI!he main IhreaI.s 10 the species 
are !'IabllallQS& and populallon 
lragmenlatlon. They aredQSlill1ed. as 
Cr1Ucolly End<mgered 
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Congratulations to Cathy 

Dean, Director of Save the 

• Rhino International, who Is 
among the recipients of this 

• year'. Hany Messe) Award • 
: for Conser.ation Leadership. 

· • · • 

· • 
a partnership between the Assam 
forest Depanmenl. the Bodoland 
Territorial Counctl. WWF. the 
Inl&rnatlonal Rhino foundanon and 
the US I'Ish and W1ldl1le servICe 

........•..........•..•.... 

Cathy Is a member of the 

International Union for the 

ConservaUon 01 Nature 

Species Sun1vul Conunlsslon 

lIS goal IS to have a wild population 
01 alleasl J,OClO Greater one·homed 
rhlrlO5ln the indIan stale at Assam
spread. over seven protected areas 
by the year 2020: an ambitIOUS rhino 
r<:mge and populauon expcInslon 
programme. lhal: would IraraJocate 
anlmal$ ITOm Kazlranga ana 
Pobllora WUdl1Ie Reserve and reslock 
areas tnal had IOSI alllhelrrhlnos 
dunng prtlVlOWl poachlng cnses 
SubGtanUIlI copaclly building. 
It\frcISIT\lcture development and 
c:ommunny engagement would be 
requtred In OClCh new area 

Javan rhtnos 
• Javan rhInos have IlOW been • comprehenslvely surveyed and 

number between 58 and 61 antmalS; 

again. !hey are ciass1l1ed as Cr1UcaUy 
Endangered. They are aU lound In 
one location. In !he western tip 01 

: Java (Indonesia). In U)ung KUlon 
Na110nm Pork and 1he OdJocent 
Gunung Hon)earea 

Perhaps !he greateS1 rtsk lacing 
!hem IS a S1ochast1e event meh as 
dlseose or a tsunamI. though With 
numbers so low. there ts a rtsk 01 loss 
or genel1cdtvarslty. 

• 

OUCN SSC) African Rhino 
· 

· • 
• Spec:iaUSt Group (AFRSG). · • 

Pictured Is MOe. KnIght (rlghl), 

chair of the MUG accepting 

the award from Simon Stuart 

(left), SSC Chair, on her behaU. 

Prole5SCr Harry M el was th 
Jormer long·standlng Chair 01 thE' 
S$CCrocod1le $pectallst Group ThE 
award. establ1shed In 20041n his 
name. rocogntles exemplary servtce 
10 the S5C.espcclally Irom indIVIduals 
whohave made a speCltl. 
oonlnbUHon to spedes conservarlOn 
on](l. ground or through thetr 
IIIOderst\lp as PO" o r the work or an 

"portal!.>t c..touporlOslt Ftllce 

'alhysawordlS tnr :)QruUOIl 
I h 'r passtona1e and C )m",JlIoo 

aaerdlrp oISaveTh" RhinO 

· • 

In·" ma\lonal. greany benelltllng • 
rhonocmqs ct>nservattoo In AtI1ca and • 
AsIa. c:md her Iong·tertnsupport o! thE 

Altlo;an RhlnoSpec1Ql.1 r;.roup: 

• 


