
Zimbabwe 

Positive trends in the Matopos Nallonal Park 
The past two years have been busy In the Matopos Nattonai Park (MNp). 2014 was a red·lelter 

year. as no rhinos were pooched and there was a bumper crapo! oolves. Such successes 
are thanks to the dedication 01 Park management and rangers and the supporl provided 
by local and International stakeholders. 

Nicky PI" PhD I SeoIOf Researcher, Oambari Wildli fe Trust 

D 
ambwl W~dl1le Trust cont lnufS to 011« rlrquliJr 
sUJlllorllo ~NP. by .ssist ln9 with fqulpmeflt 
proc:url!'ment, providing 1(,lolog. and running 
monltor lng;Jl'ld rfStirctl prOjKts. 

Equipment 

A Ql'"lInt retei'ledlrom Chesslnqton Conservation rund In 
2014 Mable<! us 10 purchase blnoculilrS lind cameras for 
MNP, Seven high-power dlqlt~ C3Ill1l'l'IIsand 10 pairs 01 
1O~4 2l:lin oculllrs were handed OVI!f In November 2014 to 
a d~ IQhted group 01 ranger s. By March this year, the Ar ea 

Mana!}ers commented on the improvement In si!)'l linQ 
f\'Cords, particularly bliKk rhino, as a dirKt resull of more 
patrols h(l'ling power/ul binoculars. 

Tta1n1ng 

01 critlcallmpor tance to Ihe successful manilljement 
of rhino populations Is the quality ~ datil provided 10 
manlJ9'ementby personnel on the tjfound Th,/lbility to 
iKCUfately iIljf, Sfl and identity individuals hetps to k,ep 
triKk of population performance Assessing rhinos' body 
condition alerts manaqement to potential environmental 
and !>OCial lssues that mily affect population growlh In 
the past, rhino monitoring Ir alning courses were run 
i H 'quiarly for rangers by supporting NGOs We felt it would 
be prefer able to dl'llefop slal f Within th' Park's corps 
itself, which has the dual adVan tilljf of deYelopingthe lokiRs 
set within the Parks and Wildl~e ManilljEment Authority 
(ZPWMA) and h(l'llllg peOllle on m, ground thai ean leiKh 
th,ir eolleilljues on an ad hoc basis at lillie cosl. 

Six MNP stall, comprising scitn tdlc ~Ices, substation 
seniors and rangers Ihal peflormed wefl in a 2012 l oundalion 
course, attended a 'training of Irainen' course In .Ame 

Dur ing a weej/:s Inlenslve If aln ing, Pllr ll cipan ts learned ooout 

• rhino biology, 
• how to aqe, sex and Idenlify individual rhinos, 
• how to use equlpmenl (binoculars, digi tal cameras 

and GPS) , 
• how to record l iefd data using standard 

datasheeU. and Ihelmpor l ance 01 data 
quality and quali ty control 

Mosl lmpor tantly, their ability 10 teach the 
mateoriai was examined Following wri tten 
and practical examinations, two people 
became lull If alners aI'\d two others 
attained assiSTant trainer sTatus 
[ quipped With knowledqe, tNChlng 
maTeriab and a massive dose 01 
enll'lUsJasm. they reTurnfod To their 

Suppor t l or Ihlscourse and l or the 
course materials was prOYlded by 
Chessinql on Con!.l'fVat ion Fund, 
Zoom Torino and M_ell Wildlif e 

Monitortng 

We h(l'le been running a camera"trap moni toring 
project con tinuously since June lOl~ w ith support from 
S(I'Ie African RhlnoFoundatlon This proJect IlUgments 
information coiTectedby rangers With I8 cameras 
currently deplO'fed, we get reqular ver~ lable recordS 
d animals in the Park. 

Research 

For some years, Illere have been conctrns aIlou t the 
safety 04 rhinos in a $fe l lon d tile Park tllat I!not 
adequately fenced, Such fears are not Unfounded, liS 
ayoung bull waspoaehed there In May lOIS. To belter 
understand wllat draws an imals out 04 tile SIll ety 01 the 
Park, ZPWMA and DWT entered Into IIpartnershlp wl tll 
Marwel l Wildlife and the University 01 Southampton In 
I III' early dry season, two studen ts rudlnglor a Master d 
Research in Wildllf e COl1ser~ allOl1 Investigated how I Ire, 
human activities, and vege tation structure, amon~s t other 
I actor s, affects the distribu tion 01 large QI' aztrs, Results 

will be lI\'aliable later In l015 aM should help 
us to Identify l urther researCh quesllons. 

Along with our local and In ternational 
partners, OWT .. In conMue 10 dedicate time 
¥ld resources to the conservation 01 the 

Mlltoposrhlnos 

Grants 

Since November 20 14. Save the 
RhinO has sent grants lotall1ng 
£1 ,oooto Dambarl Wlldille Ttult, 

including £1 .000 from Zoom 
10,,"0 

AbOve: "ltoln1ng 
01 tralnel"S' course 

MaIn: 
Subadult rhlno 
captured on a 
OCImera trap 
se!uplorMN!>s 
'I"O!Ulortng 
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